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Part Of: Brett family fonds
Description Level: 1/Fonds
Fonds Number: M1
V83
Sous-Fonds: M1
V83
Accession Number: 5,20, 58, 78,102,354, 1164, 1532, 5042, 2022.35
Reference Code: M1/V83
GMD: Photograph
Album
Negative
Photograph print

Textual record
Diary
Private record
Published record
Scrapbook

Date Range: [ca.1860]-1965

Physical Description: 73 cm of textual records. -- 11 photograph albums (ca.850 prints). --
ca.350 photographs (ca.320 prints, 28 negatives)

History /

Biographical:
Robert George Brett, 1851-1929, was a prominent physician, hotel-hospital owner,
businessman and politician Banff, Alberta from 1883 until 1929. Brett was born in Strathroy,
Ontario, son of James Brett and Catherine Mallon. He was educated as a physician at the
University of Toronto (M.D., 1874), and practiced medicine at Arkona, Ontario. He moved to
Winnipeg in 1880, where he helped found the Manitoba Medical College.

R. G. Brett moved to Banff in 1886, founding the Banff Sanitarium. In 1909 he established the
Brett Hospital. Brett also had numerous other businesses and real estate in Banff (including
the National Park Drug Store, the Sanitarium Bottling Co., the Bretton Hall Hotel, Lithia Bottling
Co.) and elsewhere.

In 1878, Brett married Louise Theodora Hungerford, 1855-1935, of Waterford, Ontario. Of their
five children, only two survived infancy, Reginald H. "Harry", 1879-1925, and Robert Earle,
1887-1912. Earle Brett was survived by Maidie (Stacpole) Brett, whom he married in 1910,
and by an infant daughter. Dr. Harry Brett was married to Helen Brett, 1877-1964, who outlived
the rest of her family by many years. Associated closely with the Brett family was Dr. Brett's
nurse, Annie McLauchlin.

From 1881 to 1901, R. G. Brett was Conservative Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA)
for the North-West Territories, and from 1889 to 1891 he was president of the executive
council. He was Lieutenant-Governor of Alberta from 1915 to 1925. He died in Calgary.
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Scope & Content:
Fonds contains six series:

|. Robert G. Brett series, 1873-1926, 36 cm of textual records, consisting of: A. Personal
papers, 1873-1926 (1. Correspondence, 2. Financial papers, 3. Other papers); B. Business
papers, 1897-1925, (1. Banff businesses, 2. Businesses outside Banff); C. Professional
papers, 1889-1925 (1. Political correspondence, 2. Official correspondence, 3. Other
material);

Il. Louise H. Brett series, [between1855 and 1935], 10 cm of textual records, consisting of: A.
Writing, betw.1885 and 1935; B. Scrapbooks, ca.1900, ca.1910; C. Diaries and letters, 1912-
1925; D. Other, ca.1870-1924.

lll. Reginald H. "Harry" Brett series, ca.1910-1921, 10.5 cm of textual records, print material
and photographs. Consists of: A. Personal papers, ca.1910 (1.Scrapbooks, 2. Ephemera); B.
Business papers, 1912-1921.

IV. Helen Brett series, 1925-1965, 4.5 cm of textual records, consisting of: A.
Correspondence, 1927-1950; B. R. G. Brett estate papers, 1925-1949; C. Financial and
business records, 1936-1962; D. Other, 1935-1965.

V. Brett family series, [ca.1860-ca.1935], consisting of : A. Photographs albums, ca.1860-
ca.1910; B. Photographs, ca.1875-ca.1935.

V1. Other material series, [before 1928], 2 cm of textual records, consisting of: A. Annie
McLauchlin papers, 1914-1928; B. Other, before 1925.

Name Access: Brett, Helen
Brett, Louise
Brett, Reginald H. (Harry)
Brett, Robert G.
McLauchin, Annie
Subject Access: Family and personal life
Health services
Politics
Access Restrictions:  Some restrictions on access to originals
Copyright, privacy, commercial use and other restrictions may apply
Language: Language is English
Finding Aid: Finding aids and reference tools: arrangement outline
series and file description
electronic finding aid
microfilm copies of albums
Creator: Brett, Robert George and Louise
Brett, Reginald H. (Harry) and Helen
Category: Family and personal life
Health services
Politics

Biographical Source  Earlier version of fonds description.

Notes:
Title Source: Title based on contents of fonds
Processing Status: Processed

This material is presented as originally created; it may contain outdated cultural descriptions and
potentially offensive content. Read more.
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