Kingman Museum of Natural Hlstory Expodition,
Kicking Horse Cempground, ¥oho Nat'l Park,
BEritish Columbis; Conada. July 30,1950

Dear Frienda:

iTwos @ rether tirod guartet of Brighams who c¢limbod into tholr
automobile in tha late afternoon of July 6 and hoaded northward from
Battle Creck towards the Straits of Mackinsc. This wos the eclimax of
days snd cvenings of hootlc proparations,checiing and ropairing
equipment,packing innumerable articlea snd supplios into the house
trailer and trying to sco that ovory nccessary dotall wos done be=
fore lonving the eity. But, all of us wore very heppy. . . Wo wWoro
off on snother great end thrilling adventurc with our camcras to
visit some of tho most scenic portlons of our continent.

Qur first night wes spont in tho Wilson Statc Park at Harrison,
Michigan.Noxt morning,boforce bresking camp, wo took timo to photo=
graph a mother Red Bat with her two well grow bablos clinging to
her. The family had been brought into tho miscum the morning boefore
but in the rush of last day sctivitios therc had boon no opportunity
to take the family pleturc. If you will oxcuse e pun ... Wo wWoro
reslly "batty" whon wo left homo. However,nover beforo had such an
opportunity prosonted itself ond wo were very snxlous to make somo
pleturcs. So a box of bats was sdded to the million othor boxas in
tho trailer,to make the firat lap of tho journoy with na, Mothcr bat
wo s unu:unliy cooperative and pormittcd considerablo photograp
before getting tired of tho proccoduro, Finallg, aho flow away (with
hor bebies still elinging to hor) to tho top of & nolghboring treo.
Wio should hove some grend "closcups" of this bat family. Tho procusa-
gd f1lm will bo weiting for us down at Glacler Park,Montana, whon wo
arrive thore in sbout 8 wook bo we ¢sn soo what wo roally got on film.

Across the Straits of Mackinng wo hoadod wostward on US 2 thru
tho Uppor Poninzula of Michigan,Wisconsin, Minncsota,Horth Dakota
and Montang. At Glaclor Park wo spont one nlght ot our old camp-
ground at Mony Glacicr---one of the grandost spots i thoe Reocklics.
Tho boar gross flowors woro glorious sgain this yoor,ss they had beoon
two yoars ngo when wo made our basc camp in that region for a whilc.

But, wo worc bound for tho femous Colgary Stampodo so wo puahod
on seross the Canadisn bordor to Colgary,Alberta. The Stampode was
more than half over at tho bimo of our arrival (it lasts a full weak).
At Colgary we mot our good fricndz,Dr. snd Mrs, Lauronco ¥yc¢ and son
Kevan,who hsd come up from Pertland,Ore., to comp with us for & fow
days and "tako in" & 1ittle of the ﬁbampodo. Dr. Byc iz pastor of
the First Mothodist Church of Portland end knows our old friond Paul
Rehmis who 13 now Superintondent of Schoola In that city. Quito &
fow of our Battle Crook friecnds will romembor the Nyca who have
visitod us twico since our friondship bogon ot a Glecler Park comp-
ground threc years sgo. We hod s most Intoresting day at the Stampode
snd took guite o good meny pletures of tho rodeo events, However, it
wes working under difficulties for tho whole wook of the Stampeda
wes rainy snd the day we were thore the showers como intermittontly.
We took ploturas batween thundorstorma.

Then-on to Banff} Frobably ocur biggeat resson for roturniug to
thia gountry this yonr was the attroction known as the Banff Indlan
Days, Esch year,ln nbout mid-July,seven or eight hundrod Stoney
Indians ond somo Crecs and Sorcoos como to Banif and camp in & large
open woodod srea nesr tho basc of Cascado Mountaln. There thoy erect
their villago of colorfully dcecorated tepces and for five doya live
in about o3 near o menner to that of thoir forafothera as do any
¥laina Indisne todsy. In thiz ploturescuo sotting noar Banff,which
uwsed to bo thelr spcestral hunting ground,they hold n nhrilling rodoo,
participote in gomes snd racos,dry tholr most over smoking campfires
ond in tho odgo of tho ovening present some of tholr colerful cere-
moninl dences. Their buckskin and moososkin gorments ere docorated
with cxgquisito besdwork and some of thom have megnificopt feathored
hesd dressca. One of the great frionds of theso Indlen poople is Mr.
Hormon K. Iuxton of Banff, vho for a great many yoars hos operated
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a Trading Post in the city. We mot Mr, Luxton two years ago whon we
ware hore, Heo has helpod the Indians in many ways and for many yoars
he hed charge of the snnusl Banff Indisn Days, the entire proceods
from which go to the Indisna. Whon we declided to work for some In-
disn pilctures this surmer,we wrote to Mr, Luxton., His sympathatle
cocporation with our plans has helped us tromondously and 1t is cur
aineare hopoe that the f1lms which we procured will help to build a
botter underztanding of these poople and promote an even wider
intereost in the Bonff Indisn Days activitios., Through Mr. Luxton's
intercst ond kindness we were permltted the rore opportunity to
attend and photograph a sclerm Indien ceremony laost Sundsy morning.
On that occosion Mr. Ernie Kehr of tho New York Herald Tribune was
initiatod into the Stoney tribe os a chlief. Ernlo has boon o great
friend of the Stoney Indiana for many years . . .he told ua: "I love
these people and this honor that thoy ore beatowing on me la ...well,
1t's slmost secred to thom ond mo". Some Indlian tribes have baen
vary fres with their tribol initiotions,oven selling such membor-
shig to certein types of monied Americans who think they can buy
thelr weay through the world and get anything thoir fancy dictotos,
Hot =0 the Stoneys! They have confarrod very fow such tribal honors
ond 1t wes a great privl loge for us to film that colorful coremony.

We found some of our old Indlan friends sgain,smong thom Georgo
Crowler who haos such marvellous boadwork on his rments and hia
horso's trappinga’ that he gquite rogulsrly wina first honors in com-
petition in Banff,Calgary,HBigh River and elsewhoro. We had & moat
outstanding experience last Sundey with Chief Wolking Buffelo, His
costume,which we photographed,was most Interesting. His command of
the Englidsi Language end his voocabulory wora suporb. His grasp of
world affairs in this atomic age wea little short of astounding and,
if his philosophy of life wns more genorally ascocopted in the world
today, the "white savegha" ( as the chief half jokingly snd half
sericusly,calls us) wouldn't ba deoing some of the thinga which are
threatening to ongulfl the humon raco in another global conflict. We
have pondered much during thoso last few days scme of the words of
wiasdom of old Chief Welking Buffslo. For doya we procticslly livod
with the Stoneys,tho Crees snd the Sarcocs., Wo mado many pleturoes;
Wo henrd Eddie One Spot sing boautifully; wo saw Alone Wollkor of
Hobbome doncoe; wo came to Imow numbora of those paople bebter; we
think we begin to soe why Normen Luxton has worked for the welfare
of these people for many years and we bogin to understand why Ernile
Kehr ssys,"I love theseo Indisns". We have mode preliminary srrango-
ments to procure soma of their typlcoal erts and crafts for tho
1 8 6 A o

At the sonthern edge of the ocity of Benff nlong tho lower slopes
of the mountain end around the Fedoral Bullding, is one of tho most
beoutiful gardens wo have over soen. It 1s known =8 the Cascada
Rock Gardena. In this cool summer climato,wlth considerable sun and
freguent roin,the Clowers grow gloriously. I'm told theore are about
150 varlieties of annual flowers in addition to all the porenniels.
Stresms of water casconde over rocky lodges and minlaturs Cslls.
Ploturesque shelter houses offor the thousends of daily visitors an
opportunity o relax snd enjoy booutiful wistes in the gardens or
of the mountains beyond. Our gardening friendas would revel in the
colorful experienco of wandoring through thesoe Cawcade Gardons.
NHeedless to say wo are giving those gardens protty full coverage,
with our color films.

We aro now in wondeorful Yoho Nat'l Park, juat west of the Alborta=-
British Columbia boundary, encamped at our old cempsite of two yoara
ago in the Kicking Horse Valley. Behind our comp MEt.Stephen and
Cathedral Mountain rise thousonds of feet above us. Tho groonish
ice of @ small glacler hangs over a rocky orag on Stephen, Othor
high but less imposing mountaina surround usz. Much noew snow lles
along the faces of some of these mountains this morning for we have
hod & heavy rein and cold apell in tho lest 48 houra. As I write
thia lettor I can hear the labored puffing of twe cngines pulling a
Canadian Pocific train up the valloy to Kicking Horso Pass. In ear=-
lier years it took four englnea to haul a train up over the divide.
Then, a Tew yoara ago the ongincers devised a systom of ingenious
spirsl tunnels through two of these mountains. .. Cathedral and ME.
Ogden-= and now two sngines cen do the work formerly raquiring four,
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But, how thoy do pulf!To the north tho magnificent Yoho Vollay
winda up to & group of glacler flonked pooks and famed Takakkaw Falls
which drop from the btop of a mountain a sheer 1200 feet to the
valley bolow.

In a few days we'll be going up the Banff-Jasper Highway whit h
traverszes one of the most scenic porticna of the Roeckles.Then back
to Banffl and we'll soon be heading southwsrd through Montana, Wyo-
ming end Colorado,probably stopping for short times sgain in Glacier
and Yellcwatonos Parks on tho way down. We hope to catch a fow new
arees cnrouto for entirely new pictoriel material. At Browning,Mont.
in the Bleckfoot Reservotion we hope to arronge for asomo Indian
matorials for the migeum oxhibitas ond Indian Study classes.

Now and then wo anjoy surprises on these expeditions. Ono evening
about a woek ogo, a3 wo were proparing supper in Twoe Jack Lake Camp,
we noticed a coar beoring a Hiahig&n license pull to a stop nearby.
Wo didn't think too much about 1t until a fow momonts later we hoard
"Hello,thero Ed Brigham, Hi,Elminal!", It provod to bo ¥r. and Mra.
FParley Tubbz and children from Lnnaingﬁ Many of you will remember
Farloy whon ho was working with Miles firnie at the Kellogg Bird
Banctuery a few years sgo. Ho 1s now chief of tho Edueational Divi-
slon of the Michigen Conservation Department. Noedlesa to say wo
had o good chat that evening. When wo laat saw tho Tubba family up
the Yoho Valley & few milea from here the other day, they wore
thrilled with the intereating oxperience of having just soen at
¢loso range two large timber wolves. Lest Mondoy Edward snd I drop-
ped into tho Banff Rotary meeting sc thot my summer attendance
record wouldn't suffer too much. We sat noxt to a gentleman from
Lansing,Michigon,Dr. Wilber Bailey, who 1s on his way home from
Alsska. Ho knows { or knows of) many of our B.C. dentist friends
Including Dras. Capnon, Leérned,Preomon,Walkinshaw,Owens,Johansen
and others. But moat surprising of all-- Elizaboth Huaﬁing Binda
stayed in his homo for a yesr or so. Smell world, lan't itl

Tho sun 1a making a foeblo effort to come through the heavy
elcuds overhsad so I had bettor cloae this lettor. Wo hope that
e6a¢h and evory one of you aro enjoying & pleasant summer. With best
wishes from all of tho Brighams, I am,

Voery sinceraly, SIS
Edward M. Brigham,Jr., iruutor,L !
Eingman Museum of Natural History

P.8. For those of you who may be intorosted in some of our illustra-
ted lectures next year,hers is o liat of some of our most rocent
programs.If you would ilku a lectura folder and complete doserip-
tive information, Jjust send me a note,and I'll be glad to forwerd
such material to you.

1."Bird Neighbora".. s Kodachrome moving ploture of many of
MichigenTs birds and flowers.

2."The Four Seaasona®.. o film of tho Michlgsen ocutdoors through

the difTerent somaonas,

S. "Land of Rushing Waters"., a film atory of Yellowatons Park.

4, "Moocds of the Nounteins".. Glacier Nationel Park.

5, "MIchigen Wsturallst's Odyssey"..Outdoor adventures in Michigan
including meny bDirds,llowers,insacts,oto,

6. "Yoho Country"...s8 film story of the Canadian Rockios.

7. Now 1950 fIim. . a8 yet ummamed. A sequel to "¥oho Country!,

B. "Some Rocky Mountsin Adventures".. Visits to a numboer of

our NHationa arka,.

9, "Along Mature Trails in Michigen" . . . A Michigen noture
astudy sories,
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