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THE VATUE OF PHOTOGRAPHY IN INTERPRETATION

Photography is a universal interpretative tool for off site programs oxr
activities where the "real thing" is not at hand. As a complimentary
component in displays, illustrated talks, or audio-visual presentations,
photography used effectively can greatly enhance an interpretative program.

Interpretative photography is purpogeful photography. The photographs
are not an end in themselves but rather a means to an end. The purpose
of interpretative photography is to communicate, directly or indirectly,
the desired interpretative message.

1. What are we trying to do?

Definition of Interpretation (from "Interpreting Our Heritage" by Freeman
Tilden)

"An educational activity which aims to reveal meanings and
relationships through the use of original objects, by first
hand experience, and by illustrative media, rather than
simply communicate factual information."

Fhotography, as a form of "illustrative media” is one of the key communication
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Photography is a means of capturing gour perceptions of the world and
communicating them to others. As an interpreter with a specific message

to convey, your camera can be used to translate complexity into clear,
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