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Sussex Hotel
Victoria, B.C.

Thursday, Aug.l19, 1%

Dearest Mother,

Once more I can type my letters
to you and so write you more in = shorter time.

There are lots of lovely letters from you to be
answered, and it looks as if I might have plenty
of time to do it in for Pete left this morning.

: He has been posted to a place
called Tofino and as yet we know very little
about it. It is practieally due west of

Vancouver on Vancouver Island ( one forgets tha
Victoria is really south of Vancouver ) One takes
a train to Port Alberni and I guess a bost after
that. It is a small place we imagine, We hagte
heard all sorts of different opinions, one

person will say to Pete " My you are lucky, it is
one of the nicest places to be sent on the coast "
and the next person will sasy. " You poor thing
why it rains every day of the year." It just Zicam
depends whether you like to be near street
movies, and other excitments of city life or off
in the country. We prefer the country so we hope

I can go too. They say wives can go if they e=an
find accomodation, so we are hoping for the best.
Pete will have a look aroung == soon =s he can
and I will wait here until he sends for me. If he
can't find anything at all, I shall wait until he
ke gets his first 48, and then go back to Banff, =
he hopes to get leave the first of October which
we will be spending in Banff.

You can just continue thinking of
me a8 being here in Victoria, for that most %
likely is where I will ¥e for = while yet. Pete!
address will be - R222178 A.C.1 Whyte, P.

Photo Section, R.C.A.F. Tofino. Vancouver Island,
British Columbia. If I go I will send you my
address,

Tuesday night we had a very nice
time, Nora Cornwall who is a nurse in the Navy
had dinner with us and then we went out to her
mothers in the evening to meet the family.Here
gister has just been married. It seems that two
years ago people were asked to take people in to
their houses if they had extra room and they took
an officer who had Just come fomm 16 years with
the @hinege Customs in China. He left before
Pearlx Harbor 3wk to join the Canadian Navy
but lost everything in Hongkong, friends home etc.
He evédently wasn't well either and very nervous,




They are a wonderful family and I guess gave him
a good home, and now he has married the daughter,
Heés first wife died when his youngest son was born
and just recently the two bous, 7 and 14 have
arrived from England, no its 11 and 14, for the
boys have been in boarding school for 6 Years,
They are the nicest boys, very well mannered and
80 interested in everything and seem to be erazy
about Canada and their new family. To-night I am
going out to help eat Salmon caught near by and
show them the Kodachromes. Th live in Oak Bay.
The children will be with you again and
it will be so much nicer now that you have such
a good cook. I wonder if Mrs Armstrong is very
ill again that Kitty couldn't bring them up from
Washington. Such a shame about Hanna, do you
know how she is ? and has she all the care and
everything she needs ? I will gend them cards
now that I know they are with you sg=in.

By the wsy the Cross word puzzle book
arrived yesterday and the New Yorker, I have
turned the wrapping paper inside out and will
mail it soon to Mrs Whyte. I am sure she will
enjoy it.

I am glad that Mrs Motte is better =nd
that the Boston Doctor could help her and how is
Miss Barret?

Now to answer some of your letters,

Do you really remember many wery
beautiful buiddings in Naples ? I don't, to me the
setting was the thing that made it a beautiful ecity
and anyhow it is usually the stations and docks
and factories that they bomb and destroy. Just
because the Germans went deliberately and bombed
places like Bath and Canterbury where there wére
beautiful and historic buildinges that doesn't mean
that the Allies bomb that way. In Rome they hit
only one church out of several hundred, and don't
forget that though they have bombed Cologne so
heavily the Cathedral still stands and it is right
beside the main Railroad station. Maybe the Italim
citys will be built up better than ever afterwards
Venice and Florence would be greater losses if
bombed. It does seem awfull though to think of the
great destruction in Europe but perhaps it will
mean that people who creat things now-a~days will
be given a chance, so many make a fuss over thiggs
Just because they are old. _

They never s&fd in the newspser how hot it
got in Vancouver, and then later it did have the
hottest in July was 799 so it must have been the
humidity that made it seem warm.




I see that you are going to be allowed
pleasure driving in September, so that will
be agreat help where the New England conscience
is so strong. We are to be allowed a third more
coffee next month, so that is nice.

This afternoon I must look over the slides
as I got them pretty mixed up last time we
showed them,

It was rainy yesterdasy, not a2 hard rain
more of a mizmt, but to-day is lovely which is
nice for Pete so he can enjoy the train trip
moxre.,

Guess Mildred will be with you, give her
my love if she is there or if you are writing.
Tell Jean that I will be writing here
soon, I have more letters than ever to get off

and must do some of then first.

Loads of . love to all,

~ )
CalSl orinne,

~
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Sussex Hotel,
Vietoria, B.C,
Tuesday, Aug.24,1%

Dearest Mother,

I am getting so mixed up what I
tell you and what I tell Pete, so forgive me if
I repeat myself,

Pete's first letter came thisg
morning, the mails are apt to be rather slow
form there I guess. He head a good trip up, all
day from 10 until nearly six on the train, but
a nice hotel to spend the night in at Port
Albernie, then a half day boat trip in the
pouring rain, he said it was very interesting
and the mountains rising eut of the sea were
mysterious in the clouds, most passengers were
sea sick towards the end when they neared the
open sea but he wasn't, and then he got a ride
the rest of the way.It takes two days to get there
and you probably could fly in a couple of hours!
He hasn't written what the place is like and
maybe ie not allowed to, However he did say that
two of the boys who were at the Mamming Depot in
idmonton with him were stationed there too, one
was a lad he was with right from the beginning so
they seemed glad to see him ., He alsé met a baggage
man who.used to be in Banff, is now at Nanimo with
the C.P.R. One thing about coming from Banff you
invaribly run inbé reople you knew before.Of cours
Canada is a small country in regards to population
He also was to go and see a place I might be able
to stay in, so I ghall just have to be patient and
walt.

Mr Edwards telephoned from
Vancouver this noon and will be here Thursday so
I shall see him then about my will, there were a
couple of changes to be made. I am glad he is
coming soon for then I am free to leave at a momerfl$
notice.

Did I tell you sbout the nice dsy
I had Sunday ? Pete's Aunt end Uncle took me out
to Metchosin a town near here, about 17 miles. and
it was a lovely afternoon and a nice drive, no
traffic now-a~days, He had to inspect a house for
the rental control. Then Norash Cornwall and I had
supper to-gether and went out to her familys for
a little while, coming home at nine. Last night I
met them at five, had a bite to eat and Norsh and
Barry,the eldest boy, and I went to the Army Na
baseball game. It was a really good game as the?ﬁ;ﬁym




were professional before they joined the navy
and Army end as the Navy won we were pleased,

It was such a pretty setting, a green field, (how
they keep the grass so green I don't know) and
lovely blue hills in the distance, the sun set ¥
before it was over, a2 very orderly crowd, mostly
clapped in the English manner though there was
& bit of yelling too. I might go to one to-
morrow night if they go too.

To-day I went up to the park mnd sat in the
sun again, had I steyed in the rose garden I
might have writtem more letters but I heard the
target practise and couldn't resist going up to
see more, It was fun to watch, the planes tew the
targets and the anti air craft do the shooting.

And now to answer some of your letters.

So glad that Robin wasn't really sick snd they

are with you, maybe it was excitement that e
caused his temperature, I wondered why Kitty didn%
bring them in the first place, or find some one in
Washington to bring them up, You are too good to
do all the planning and finding people to do things
like that. But of courpe you always =ee that things
are done and so it seems natural to ask you to do
them. I do hope that Hanne recovers soon, the last
letter I thought sounded more encouraging and tha
in time she would be 0.X. I do hope so0 for seems 1o
me she is unusidally good with the childeen. How
soon do you expect Cousin Jene to be with you ? It
was nice that she and Mildred could be there to-
gether.

I was awfully sorry you had to have your
back go out just when you were getting rested but
lucky it didn't happen when Russell was home.

How about sending the New Yorkers to Pete, His
address-

R 222178 A.C.1. Whyte, P,

FPhoto Section.
R.C.AF.
Tofino,
British Columbia.
Canada.

I hope to be with him shortly and he is apt to be
there for mome time, maybe months, except for two

weeks leave. The other boys could enjoy them too,
™~ The photograph was a joke, I was walking up
the street and thought they never snapped single
people, but when the girl did and then handed me
a card I thought I would just see what it looked
like., They do the roll of tiny film and then
enlarge it ff you want it., One goes to the address
on the card next day 2nd the number shows the foll
of film your picture is on, so it is easy to dind.
You don't have to get one even after looking at it
took a week to have it enlagzed.

i I think I told you the puzzle book came

and I have sent it over,




S0 Far there has been no extra charge to send
the New Yorker. In fact I used one of the envelopes
to send some papers back to Banff in, just re-
addressed it, and the girl wasn t going to chargem
me any more postage. I was honest though!

Tofino is a little north of Ucluelet which is
on the sea I think at the end of the é%hegni Canal,
You will find Alberni where Vancouver ost
divided in two by water. They have stations all
up and down the ceast as a amafeguard against the
Japanese bombing or landing, but with each month
it zets more unlikly that Japs will appear. Just
look at the Globe in the library and you will see
how far we are from any Japs,They have to have a
photographer at every station, one or two anyway.
It is not that we will be so far awsy it is just
that so much of Vancouver Island is inaccessable,

1 am sure my heart is allright and after all
the doctors are in the Services so there are apt
to be plenty mp there. Seems to me Doctor Péper
checked me over pretty thoroughly. You ask him
how 1 am.

I will send Russells letter back after I have
shown it to Pete. What a nice letter to Uncle
Marshall, and how nice for ¥im to feel that some
one lives there who really loves the place.

I enclose(0r send in a seperate envelope 0
an editorial from a Victoria paper, Miss “ooks
and Kitty's letters. a postcard of the Sussex.

Our rocm is at the back.Also a clipping for Miss
Morrison, about the son of her friend. I know
that she will be interested. Another postcard of
the Empress Hotel and the mountains in the state
of WabBhington beyond. Beacon Hill Park is by the
tall trees on the left, >

A nice letter from you to-day, We always check
the bags that we can't carry ourselves, it was the
projector, typewriter, and radio that were extas.

What a2 time Henyy Keyes had, did they get the
stuff ¥ack. that was stolen ? It doesn't do to taw
trust peo-ple just because they are in uniform,

I got the idea that the children were in
Washington but now I see that they only stopped
off in Washington. It seems quite a lot of travell
for them with everthing so crowded,

Bed time now, Heaps of love tovou all,

Cotlomane -




Sussex Hotel
Vietoria, B.C.
Fri,Aug.27,1943,

Dearest Mother,

: I am not doing very well by you
in the way of letters, though the last one was
quite long.

It is now a day leter and nearly
noon on Saturday, I am waiting for = friend,
Harcia Prior, ( who comes to Banff every winter
for skating and skiing and often stgye with Mrs
MacDonald) ig coming for me after a dentist
eppointment and take me for lunch, I haven't
geen her before,

Still keep running into peolie,
Yesterday I ran into Sid Feusz who we saw the first
day we were here early in the summer, but never
again. He seemed to be glad to see someone from
the mounteins and so was I, e is the son of one
6f the Swiss Guides and the one who was at Temple
for several years,

Edwards came Thursdsy snd I
had dinner with him that evening athkkm the
Empress Hotel. It took us most the evening but it
was rather a good dinner I thought, We talked
Wille most of the evening, that is until nine-
thirty. He is very slow and careful and speaks
in carefully chosen words so it tekes time, I
believe he is to see you sometime. He amuses me
for I don't think he has travelled much and this
last year has made two trips to the coast, I kept
telling him to come via Canada all the way as I
was sure he would find the train serwvice better,
However he came via the states. Had to make his
reservations three weeks ahead and when he got on
the trein in Chicago as early as possible found
someone else already occupying his bompartment,
They sold it over several times. The others
wouldn't move® and he had to stay over a dsy in
Chicago and sleep in a sample room at the hotel,
The train next day was behinda wreck and they
were 24 hours late into Seattle, and he missed
all his reservations,

Later- 1t is now supper time and
I have had a very pleasant afternoon, though guite
a long one for me., Marcia came doond after 11.
and we had to pick up some vegetables at her unts
house, the Aunt has died, lived in a lovely house
right on the water with a lovely garden, a wild
garden with the original aeld trees all ﬁbou?, the
old Coachman and later chaufeur is now looking a
after the place and keeps it up remarkably well




Considering the size and amount to be done, the
Aunt had built him a 1ittle house on the land
and he and his wife live there right in the
middle of a vegetable and,, icking garden, they
hope some day to sell the*ﬁlage but of course
this is a bad time to do it. We walked over the
garcen which was really lovely and then went
out to Marcias, met her mother, had some sherry
and Mrs Burley who is an artist and now a
photographer, joined ue and we went to the
country club for *mm. lunch and then back to
Mrs Burleys to see her pictures and later her
kodachromes in the basement, 1 Just got back
at 5,30,

To-morrow I have been invited out to
Mgy Amdersons after supper and haven't decided
yet whether or not to go, will see if it rains
or not. Could also go to the Empress to hear the
music with the Cornwalls. I'll see what kind of a &
day it is.

Pete writes that he has been too busy
to get into Tofino to look for a place for us to
stay though he has two others looking for us, It
is largely = matter of transportation, for unless
he can arrange for a 1ift back and forth he has
to stey vwhere he is, They have been very busy
ever since he got there,but he will get a week
end in two weeks time so I shall see him then any
way. And there is always a vosaibility of my
going up sooner. I think he likes it up there
and I am sure I will.

Thiis isn't much of a letter but will
maybe do better next time, I know you have the
children with you and they are good company, amso
glad that Hanne is getting better, but she will
have to go slowly for = while,

Am going to supper and then have a ouidkt
evening, the first for some time,In fact all week,

Loads of love to all and an extra bit

Catlfanuiy

for you,




Sussex Hotel.
Vietoria, B.8.
Eon, Aug.30,1943.

Dearext Mother,

Still here and no more news from
Pete, no train on Sundays so I mey get a letter
to-morrow, but expect I shall be here for = week
or two more, until the weekend of the 10th.
_ Yesterday I went out to a friends
in the afternoon 2nd we went for a nice walk
through the Gorge Park, it is along an inlet where
water from the sea comees way inland, on the other
side of the bank were the back gardens of the litta
houses, lawns and boat houses, and people having
tea in the garden. This is really an idesl sort of
climate, though it looks like rain as it does to-
day it doesn't seem to come down, it is warm but
not too hot and there are no mosouitoes or thunder
storms, I don't wonder that people garden so much.
anything grows too., After sitti on a bench and
talking about China =nd the War, (May had a store
in Hong Kongjéﬁr four years I think it was, used
to be on the*ships for a number of yearz and runs

her sisters shop here) we went to her little place
for supper, (another friend(who has charge of findim

accomadation for women with children in Victéria)
came about six. We had a very pleasant evening
Just talking, Mrs Drake and I coming back on the
bus to-gether,It made a nice Sunday for me and it
was interesting too,.

I feel as if I weren't being very
useful to the War effort here but expecting to
maybe go anyday on short notice if Pete should find
a vlace for me, L hesitated to start anything.

I still have lots of people to write to about one
thing or another, and I keep running into people

I know, a friend at lunch and May Anderson is

going to eat supper with me, I hope to read this
evening, Saturday when I eeme back from being with
HBgreia all afternoon I thought I bebér get FPetes
paints packed as he may wire for them, one of the
officers is interested in his doing some sketching
and if he can only get the time it is a good chance
1t took me all eveing to sort them out.

You wkXk always think that you will
do so much on a dull day but I seem to have done
little, read Life in order to send it to Pele bhefo=m

it got too 0ld, and now must go and mail this and
that.




Expect that you will be busy with the children
and 80 I won'tTry too hard to write while they are
there and keeping you company.

Loads of love to you all

Callionine
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Tofino, B.C.
Tuesdey ,Pe
Wovember 2nd,1943

Dearest Mother,

We are slowly getting settled though I have not
unpacked as yet, It looks as if we would be very comfortable
and cozy this weinter. I really don't know where to begin to
tell you 211 about it.

After writing you in Port Alberni is perhaps the
beat place to start. Ada Wilson, who is one of the o0ld timere of
Banff and now lives in Alberni, came over Saturdsy afternoon
and we went for a walk, Port Alberni certalnly has the makings
of a nice place, I was surprised how large it was and what really
attractive little houses they have. None of them large but so
neat and all with little gardens, roses still blooming and yet
many leawes off the trees. The town is built on a hill overlooking
the harbor and behind are mountains, lovely wviews in all directionrs
and good wide streets for the future. Ada went back to get the
gentleman she housekeeps for, his tea, and then returned and had
supper with me. In the meantime I got a few groceries, including a
large steak and bacon with the coupoms that expired the nextday
and corn on the cob and mushrooms as a treat. I thought they would
keep cool in the car.which they did.

It was very uncertain when the boat would arrive
and it was nice having company while I waited, another lady was
going too so in the end we walked down to-gether.Ada and I took
the car down first about eight and left it on the pier, made anothe
trdp before nine, as the hotel is not far from the piee, then I saw
Ada onto her bus and waited in the hotel lobby until we heard the
boat whistle. I don't know just when that was, around ten I think,
They told me to drive the car alongside the ship, so they wouldn't
forget it, and as it was the last thing to be loaded told me not to
wait. I wished afterwards I had for they couldn't start it well, bd
it was at 2,30 A, so it would have been wuite a2 wait. The boat
was crowded so all I could get was a couch in a cabin with two
other girls, They were both very nice, the eldest being the wife of
the store keeper at Ucluelet, she has lived here all her life,
wasn't feeling well but the loveliest sort of person, the other her
cousin or niece, in her teens and here for a visit, as the older
one said " to give the Air force boys a thrikl " There are only
three unmarried girls in Ucluelet, and that may include the schodl
teacher who I saw on the Uchuck the time I came up to meet Pete
and she was very much a timid looking old maid!

The trin worked out perfectly, they called us half
an hour before getting in and as we drew into the wharf at Ucluelet
it was getting light. Pete wasn't on the dock and I decided he could-
n't make it, but before we were téed up he came walking down the
road. The"Norkh " had taken the place of the'Macuinna for this tiip
and being s faster boat with a different whistle had sort of fooled
them. The car was unloaded firsi and then we had brezkfast on ‘oard,




with a young girl who had come ur to bee her husband who was in

hospital with an appendix operation. She had never been on a boat

before and no one knew she was coming, so we dropped her off at

the right place on our way which helped her a lot.

pat It was a lovely sunrise as we left and the place was looking

its best, one store at Ucluelet and ocuite & few little housges

scattered sbout, A little like the townes in Maine, Isleford or

Big Cranbeery Island but without any summer people to affect the

character of the place. Tofino is the same sort of place but

nicer in everyway, lovelief mountains and two stofes, one of

which is as fine a store as you could find anywhere in a small place
The woods here rust have been lovely at one time but were

evidently burned over a long time 8go, so there are only the remsins

of the original large trees. Right near us there are some huge

dead ones that would delight Georgia O Keefe, who paints dead trees

and bones.! However I believe it makes it better for living in =as

it isn't dark and dank amd the coast forestsare sometimes. The drive

from Ucluelet is though woods excent where one goes along the beach

for a ways There is one large house which belongs to a man who

came up here a number of years ago to get awsy foom people, and now

you might asay he is surrounded by Army and Airforce instead of his

hoped for seclusion!

We picked up a friedd of Pete's,Chris, also in the FPhoto
section and an awfully nice lad, in his twenties. He came here with
us but wouldn't stay knowing that we wanted to get settled.We f irst
looked for Mrs Erickson who owns this house we are in, She has
several little places, At her own house we found a Mr Guthrie
shaving outside. He was living douustairs with his wife =nd wa- to
drive back and forth with Pete, but his wife wes Christisn Science
and they a'e both religious and she died of a Goitre which they say
could easily have been taken out in time, but it really strangled
her. It does seem awful. Mrs Erickson finaily ineistéd on getting
a doctor and they took her to the hopitel but it was too late. He
had come up for the weekend and Mrs Erickson being such a good
hearted soul had given him her house as she is at her daughters.

We dound tham haveng breakfast and they insisted we have =a cup of
coffee. They were having there troubles too. One little boy was in
the hospital with an appendicitus, and the night before the other
little lad of sbout seven had had an accident, a firecracker ( it
being Halloween) had somehow gone off inside his épen shirt collar
and both scared him and burnt him badly. and the daughter-in -Laws
little boy was there as his mother had been called to her own home
as her mother had died duddenly. Mrs Erickson's husband died last
fall and all the men folRk in the family are in the services.

She came back with us to show us the apartment and how to work
everything ,It is all fresh and clean and very nice. and very cozy.
I'll describe in greater detail later when there isn't much to
write.

We were really lucky and got 21l out stuff carried down
when it wasn't rainghg, Had a wonderful lunch of corn and steak
and then went for a walk to see the town in the afternoon
storping at a little hotel that has just started up for a good
cup of coffee.Had the hotel been open before I could have come up
and looked around, but as yet they don't serve meals.




There wasn't much we could do it being Sunday, but after supper

( This time stesk and mushrooms ) we went down to the wharf to see
if the boat was in with with the radio and our Coleman lamps.

We waited in the hotel chatting to the girl running it until nine
but it was as well we didn't walt any longer as it didn't arrive
until after breskfast yesterdsy motning!

It is now half past nine so think I will call this a letter
and take it down to post and do a few more errands. The mail goes
Mondays Wednesdays and Fridsys, we are about half a mile from the
postoffice,pier,and two stores, One store has a delivery twice a
week which is niwve, there are lots of little thingss to see too
end get, not that weg need much.

There was a letter from you and Jean both forwarded from
Banff that came yesterdsy or else wewe here. & mail came in in
the afternoon so there might be more this morningi Your letter was
all about the troubles at the farm, I am sorry that it didn't work
out 28 you had hoped it would having John run it for you, It
sounded a good idea at the time but I suppose if he couldn't make
a success 0of the Brewster Place he couldn't do another well either.
Couldn't you keep just enough cows to do you% but I suppose it is
hard to give up any of the chickens and pigs as they help with the
rations, Still if other people can get along on their couvpons in
Concord and Washington without fafms of their own to draw on, of
course you could too, Russell ought to do up a few bungles and
percels and then mail them and maybe he wouddn't keep you sending
g0 much to Washington ! I know how much time it takes, without
Jean to help. I am glad that you have George and Péetro to help
look after things at the farm, Russell wouldn't be able to do his
job for the Army if it weren't for all of you looking after his
affairs at home.

Its nearly ten and I have been writing for two hours now.
Not an interruption, rather nice you know.

Lots of love and I do hope nothing happens to worry mou,
am glad Cousin Jane can be with you to help.

More love

Ce




Tofine. B.C.

Friday, Nov.5th.19433

Dearest Mother,

It does seem ridiculous to be living in two tooms
and no time yet to write you a letter, except the fifst one and
now the mail will be going in an hour and so I won't have much
time to write this.

We are slowly getting settled though when you first
start out there are so many little things to get and carry up
from the store. The girl who lives in the one room apartment we
were to have at figgg_downﬂtairs, Mirs Sinclairy is the wife of a
Corporal in the R*C.A.F. and he rides back and forth with Pete
much to his delight as he had been going on = byeycle, and on a
dark rainy night it couldn't have been much fun after a hard dasys
work, They leave soon after seven in the morning and are back sbout
5.30 in the afternocon which is nice, not making too long a day and
we go to bed by ten. Pete will get his Sundays off and a 48 once
a m;ith so that is pretty good, better than Russell does don't you
thi ?

I had intended drewing you a plan of the house and
our two rooms but will save that until next time. We have had guite
a& bit of rainy weather but at times it clears and the sun comes out
makes a lovely rainbow and disappears again.

E lionday was the day the Meeeui'"Norsh"came in, and we
had the “oleman lamps and the radio on it so I went down to see zbow
getting them up. Wore my shoes, light "shower proof"coat and felt
hat, as it wasn't raining, however when I reached the pker it poured
go next trip down I wore my rubber boots, slicker and took an
umbrella, and have never gone without the umbrella and rubber boots
since. Packages get ¥ery wet if you haven't the umbeella. It is
about half a mile I think from here to the post officve, a nice 1ittd
walk, I made about three trips the first day but was down to one
vesterday.

We have a large barrel of fuel oil for the stovq
which sits under a cedar tree by the path with the other tenants
barrely, one little job to do every other day is to see that the can
of oil is filled for the stove, not difficult except that after
turning the tap on it insist-ed on dripping, it was pouring hard
making it a bit more difficult with an umbrella to hold and a
slicker is awkward when new and stiff. However we managed to turn the
thing upside down so it stopped the drip but now I will need help
to turn it back again, all part of the fun. The boy brought the
0il and a gallcon of gas for the lamps and all the boxes from the
boat , as it was pouring hard at the time, the boxes being cardboard
were nice amdsoggy when they arrived on the norch and nice and
messy to unpack. but the lamps work well and the radio is excellent.
I t will be nice to get the programs this winter.

Tuesday I hed lunch with Mrs Sinclair and then we
went down to the store to-gether and made a c2ll on a french




. : ith two small children, they have just moved into
%af?%§a¥wgl§%or cabin, the places here one can get are not very
fancy but as one moves out there is always some one to move right
in. If one in a really nice house moves than = whole lot of
couples each move into = better house than they had before. I
thi-nk that we are peetty lucky to find such » nice place and as
fuel oll is easy to get and a barrel last over two months with the
fire going all the time, it is far better than ftruggling with wood
which isvery difficult to get and always wet in thise country,

Yesterday we went up to the FKnotts, Mrs Sinclair and I,
to order gas for the car and stayecd for coffee and sandwhiches. they
are a hard working family, have a garden and chickens, the girl
runs the gas station and o0il business, the boy the truck, and the
father a jitmey to Ucluelet to meet the Uchuck and the miil three
times a week. Mrs Knott had a whole lot of wool she had been dveing
and carding, and then she spins it and Emits it into wonderful
sweaters, she also had lots of jars of preserves she had been
putting up, they have seven children and are kept busy, were buildig
a chicken house out of timber that they split out of the cedar tree,
or stump. They split out the size they need, 2 by 4= or boards.
It is interesting to see how much can be done with what is at hend.

Better go now, but will really try to do better soon,
Sunday we are to build a shelter for the car so that will keep us
busy.
Expect there will be mail again to-day.
Loads of lowve to you all

C .
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Tofino,BgC.
Wed .Nov,10,1943.

Dearest Mother,

Yesterday I started to draw a plan of this house
and our two rooms but then we decided that perhaps one shouldn't
send plans of anything in a letter so instead I will try to
descrive it.

The house is like a summer cottasge in looks, must
be about 20 by 30 feet in sise,for our two rooms are each 10 by
12 feet and that allows six feet for the hall with its very narrow
and steep stair casé, There is a porch around two sides downstairs,

The half of the house under us was evidently the living room, and
is at present a large one room apartment which will be occupied by
an army officer and his wife soon. The Sinclairs are in a smaller
room at the back of the house that used to be the kitchen , and is
the apartment that we thought we would have at first. It has a litte
back porch of its owm, also a door onto the main porch, another
door into a pantry with a sink and tap. There is also a bathroom
downstairs, through which we go to the pantry from the stair hall
in order to get the water from the tap. We all can use the pantry
for laundrying one day each a week, and it also has a good supply
of kitghen ué;nsils for baking and cooking which we can borrow and
return, the booms mops and ironing board ete. are kept there.

7 Most things get ¥%ery rusty so I have been getting a few things of

our own to cook with, they are easier to keep clean. The water in tee
tap is from a tank of rain mater that collects off the roof, was

fine until a high wind disconected the pipe from the gutter to the
tank and we didn't notice it until the tank had run dry. ( I have an
idea that things like that are always happening.) We have of course
had 1little rain since, which was almost worth the extra trouble of
carrying the water from the pump. The pump water is nice and brown
and not very tasty so we boit it before drinking it.and we drink it
only in the form of tea and coffee for enjoyment.iYyever this is the
Y rainy time of year so the tank should fill up again soon.

Our apartment opens off the hall +to the left as you
come up the stairs, the school teacher is on the other side of the
house over the kitchen, pantry and bathroom.*Over the front door is
our bathroom with a W.C, which has to be emptied into the sea every
day, & pleasant little chore which after the first week seems no
trouble at all, and is the signal for all the crows from the land
and the gulls from the sea to gather to squawk, There is also the
garbage pail to empty and wash out, the pupp being between the
porch and the sea is handy for that.” It makes only two flights of
steps to go up and down, the one in the house, the four or five step
from the porch and a nice slippery mossy flight of four steps in the
garden, However Mrs Erickeen has put gravel from the beach on those
and the hazards of slipping with the wrong bucket is not as great,
There is another flight of steps to climb from the little lawn
around the house to the path up to the road, Our fuel oil drum is
part way wp the path and one carrgyes the tank from the stove up there-

every other day to fill. The only other chore is filling the lamp
with gasoline which now that we have a can that doesn't leak Whenw




can be done in the bathroom. Of course there is water to carry,
no trick from the tap in the pantry but more of a haul from the
pump, However after the first few times it all seems verv easy
and a good excuse on a rainy day to get your rubber boots and coat
and hat on and go out for a little air!
One enters the living room or kitchen,(one either eooks in
the iiying room or sits in the kitchen ) its about half and half.
room is the bedroom, and instead of washing in the bath
room at a washstand, we have rigeged up one of our own covering a
little table with bright oileloth and also the wall behind, I got a
= new basin and bucket so we wouldn't have to wash in the dish pan,
As you enter the door the stove is on the left, and on the right a
-%$§ tall cupboard with a door, three ehelves with for dishes etc: and
<¢ below a pail for water and one for slpps. between that and the other
wall are three little shelves where w t ad box, canned
goods and staples. The ceiling slppes n h of 4% feet on
the right hand wall, and also over the bed in the other room s but
as there is a table and anold single bed made into a couch along
the right hand wall, one doesn't hit ones head. =nd it makes the
room cozy. The couch is in the righthand corner, has a faded pink
<P flowered cover and four pillows all with different flowered cuehions.
There is a large window opposite the door ( the glass part about
;3’ three feet across and five feet high, so it is nice and light even
=% ©on a rainy day, there is a shade that goes to the top in the day time
and white lace cuttains(with a square pattern and not flowered) which
we have way back on either dide. There are four lights in the window.
The wiew is of three lovely trees, a cedar, spruce and hemlock, one
of those shrubs with purple blossoms(that look a little like lilacs
and the yellow butterflys love, you used to have some,) is below.
They are young trees so don't cut off the light but protect the
house form the southeasterly storms. One also gets a glimpse of the
water and the mountains if sitting on the couch side of the window.
There is a gate leg table in front of the window, I have a tourquoise
blue cloth on it, the kind that is really oilcloth but looks like
damask and can be wiped off. Also out lamp with its shade and a
geraniam in a jam tin. However it has grown since we came and mey
some day have a bdos=om. In the other corner is a shelf acrosa the
corner and above two smaller shelves for ornaments and books. The
radio is between the tabbe and the couch. There is one wicker chair
with a cushion, still snother flowered pattern and two little white
stiff chairs, with bright cotten cushions the same but different from
the other patterns in the room. The previcms tenants had an acciént
with the gesoline iron and burnt up the couch covefr which I believe
was new and matched the chair covers. as they have no materisl by
the yard of any sort in the stores Mrs Ericksen can do nothing until
some more comes in.but it is not bad as it is. There is a doorwsy
“ cut into the bedroom, with surtains ( making the tenth pattern of
design and not counting the two oilcloth patterms, mv tablecloth and
the flowered linoleum carpet, oh yes and the bright flowered wall
paper. The linoleum is very peetty as Mrs Erickeen and her daughter
painted the fawn colored floweres all different colors with oil
paint, and its real presty. The bedroom is mostly bed, a rather hard
but comfortable one,It is against the wall that you face as you go
in from the kitchen, has a little 4 drawered buresp on either dide
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that serves as a bedside table too, one for each. Along the left
hand side are cloths cupboards sbout = foot deep, one cuttzined,
one with doors and the other place two léttle shelve under the
eaves, I¥ the corner by the window is a desk with ¥wo drawers
and a shelf below and a top that closes, which is very convenient,
The window is also lagge and = lovely view as the trees don't hide
t as much. There is a2 tourcuoise blue celling and eresm colored
walls, We have some sketches up in both rooms and it rezlly i=s
very cozy and nlce and we are alemost too warm so far,

I muet go now and get this to the mail and then I have some
ironing to do as I washed ¥esterday. Pete will have Thursday and
Friday off and I didn't want to wash while he was here. He gets
two days off a m8th and everESunday. rather nice,

Loads of love td you all and a lot to you,

® 1 ¥










Tofino,B.C.

Thursdsy, Nov.ll,

1945,

Dearest Mother,

Pete is having his 48 so I won't be writing very
much of a letter to-day. We aren't doing a great deal, Pete has
his trade test(which He missed tsking last sugmer) to study for
and so was busy with that this morning, I made some marmaleade
and after lunch we took a2 walk to the village. later coming back
and making a cooler to keep things cool, Its a box to put on the
roof outside the window. We are slowly getting things fixed to
be convenient and ea-y to keep clean.

All sortes of unexpected things happen in a place
like this to take up ones time, but I hope to get started pasinting
this coming week., First it was the fuel o0il for the stove, I had
to order it the first day, that was fine and it came allright and
I got the boy who delivered it to set it up, when I went to get the
0il we couldn't budge the valve(or cap one turns to let air in so
the o0il will come out) Had to get Pete to fix it that evening. Nexxt
day when I got the oil for the stove, and pressed down the tap tk
0il ¢ =me out all right but the tap wouldn't stop dripping when I
turned it off, So that night we turned the barrel upside down .All
this in niece rainy weither , I made a trip to town for & new tap,
but one can no longer buy them, had to get a regular water tap.
Then had to get the boys to try and change the teps another night.
They found it was a bit of dirt in the old tap and wham that was
removed it worked all right, so I have had no trouble with that
gince, only the new tap to teturn to the store. But that is the
sort of thing wne has to expect.

The water supply was fine until we had a storm and
without our reslizing it the conection between the gutter on the
roof and the nipe to the rain water tank was disconnected. I washed
clothee sbout that time and used the tap water, at the end it just
stopped running, I had used it =sll. It wasn't until later we dis-
covered what had happened. However it brourht us the best weather
we have had and has only rained a little since.We get our water from
the pump, an extra carry but not bad.

Now to answer yvour letters, A package of New Yorkers
came yesterday, they are nice to get. I enjoged the one about the
man who lived in New York =8 a boy and did so many namghty tricks
like Grandpa as you said.

Our oranges are 40¢ a doz here, They are small but
three make enough juice for the two of us, Of course the prices
of such things are fixed and the fov't pays the difference to
keep pr of living from going up zny more than they can help.

Who was the degueritype of, Aunt “lice Brooks ?
Funny the hat looks so in style.

The Air Mail letter with Russells enclosed came
allright. You had put an extra 3¢ on so it must have been all




that was necessary. Any time there isn't enough postage, they
Just collect it at this end.

That was a nice letter from Olive Newbury, I am sorry that
I didn't know Louise was in Seattle when I was in Victoria, but
even had I it might have been hard knowing when to get to-gether
with my plans so uncertain, Now that we sre in here we are not
likely to take a trip out for sometime.

We were interested to hear about Christine Penn and her
friend, do give her my best when Yyou see her sgibn, Petes best
wishes too,

I will akk about the jelly, Aren't you rationed now on
Jam and jelly, since you wrote ? If so don't think of sending
us any. We are rationed but can get what we need. Also it might
be difficult to send though those little Jars from the Country
store came in good shape last vear. As for books they do make
nice presents but so far I have found little time for re-ding,
may do better later on. One thing that might be nive would be a
few odd bits of food like cheese or dates or candy, We can get

most ordinary things here but would no% doubt enjoy a few
delicacies by Christmas time.

Time to start getting supper so all for now.

Hope you are all well and Cousin Jane had a nice trip
to Portiand. Loads of love,




Tofino,B.C.
Sunday, Nov.14,1943,

Dearest Mother,

I have been so busy gouking the last couple of days
that I haven't tried to write vou. The time Just glips by. Pete has
been working on his trade test which he had to take to-day, he had
rather counted on to-day to study more for it but luckily worked
during his 48 , “hursday and Friday,so when they told him yesterdsy
that the board were to examine him to-day he was pretty well prepared
He worked hard all last evening and this morning and then left after
lunch. I decided it was a good chanve to try cooking, was just in
the midst of an apple pie when he came back, He won't know for a few
days whether or not he passed but at least triadd to answer all the

questions, he has to get 0% so we are Jjust hopng for the best.
"y _ Yesterday morning I was pretty busy besides the

regualr chores which seem simple but do take a 1ittle time, getting .
frech water, emptiing the slpp andother buckets ( or feeding the guld
filling the lamp with gas and pumping it up ready for evéing, sng 7
every other day filling the tank on the stove. doing the dishes and
making the bed and sweeping the room don't count. I also washéd
both congloleum carpets, they are small so easy, I had lunch with the
others down at Chris Sinclairs so was able to Glo Coat the linoleum
and not walk on it too soon.,Christine does her laundey on Saturdays
its really a very pleasant way to live when we are all friends,
very sociable. I went down to the store later and then when I fgot
back made some Scoldpped potatoes with onion in them, they turned
out pretty well., Pete brought his Sergeant, Bob Chidwick, home with
him, he is interested in the Boy Scouts here and they meet Saturday
nights. He had had his supper but ate nearly another one on top.
We had steak, the potatoes and an apple and celery salad and butter
scotch pudding and cake, I haven't tried cake yet but will soon.
I got some Pyrex bowls, 3 of them and they make it a pleasure to
mix things, they are just the right sizes and easy to hold, I
made some prune bread this afternoon before the rie, haven't tried
it yet but it looks like that dsge nut bread we used to make, I
used Crisco for the pie crust and it looks better tha n I expected
there was some left over and I made four tarts, I also had prunes lef
from the bread so stewed those. Aren't I do mestic ?

It is now after supper and we have eaten the pie and

the prune bread, The bread is not cuite as tasty as date bread but

it came out well, and I was so excited about the pie that Pete s&ad
it was a more exciting topic of conversation thah his trade test !
I followed the directions on the package , it advises taking a bit of
the flour out and mixing it with water into a paste ( I think it was
% cup of flour and 3 tablespoons of water for ny little pie ) then
after ¥y ou mix the crisco into the flour and szlt you add the flour
paste and it makes it all stick into a bell more or less. The crust
was awfully good, Now I hope it wasn't Just beginners lueck and that
I can do it again.

I wes sorry to hear that Rusc has h=d such a time




with exzema, but perhaps worth it to find out what causes it.

What I never can understand is, if he can stay away from his

Job a whole week because he i= ill, why can't he have a week
sometidme for a vagcation? I think that men would do better work

if they had their regualr holidsys and a few weekends. That is

one good thing about the Air Force here, they have certain times

off and I believe ususlly can take them. At first up here I think the
men worked several weeks before getting six days leave, but Pete

séad it evédently didn't work as we2l giving them a day a week and

a 48 a month.

This isn't much of a letter but I know you like to hear
the 1little things that we do as much as anything. We are invited
to go out Monday evening with the School teacher to the house of
Mr Elkington who owns and operates the best store here, at least
the most up and coming one,the other is good too but a little more
of the oldtime wvariety.

Loads of love and that means to the rest of the
family too,

More love,

| ¥ C




_Tofiné, B.C.
‘ves,Nov.16,1943,

Dearest lMother,

I am just going to write a2 short letter as I would
rather go down town this afternoon than in the morning to catch the
meil, It has been a busy day. Yesterday lMrs Ericksen came and ¢leaned
the well and it was a good day to be out so I helped her pump at out.
She had to get all the water out so we took turns pmpping out bucket -
fulls which we emptied over the edge of the bank, she was a good
pumper and worked Vvery fast up and down but I really think the slower
methid was less tiring and got the same result. When it was below the
pump she threw the a&l ich we pulled up with a rope or reaidly
a piece of string‘!-é' i t arge sort of clothes boller which
was on our stove upstairs as this was w my wash day, we a%do filled
a large laundry tub so the others would have water if the well didn't
fill up quick enough, but she used that water to clean the pump shaft
80 in the end the others had to use my water I had carted upstaire
to heat., However I learned how pumps are cleaned and wells., Might
be useful to know some day. ~His morning I was up as usual with
Pete and as soon as it was fairly light I inwestigated the water
in the well. Luckily Pete had told me how to prime the pump so I
was able to make it work right off, and &s there was plenty of water
decided I might as well washour clothes, So I carted up more pails
of water, I am getting resl good at it now, the pails are small and
not heavy.

It made me late starting as I had to wait for the water

to heat but Chris asked me for lunch which was a great help. &t
poured before I had finished so mow the rain water tank will be filled
again and we can use the tap in the pantry. Also bm leaving a bucket
under a drip .off the roof the thing fills in mo time, I am gettinglhle
a pretty good laundress. ‘his morning I washed two paire of pajamas
2 hand towells, 2 dish towels, a shirt and long underwear for Pete
and woolen socks. face cloths and handkerchiefs.If one had more hot
water it would seem simpler but you ha ve to sort of plan it out.
ILuckily the water is lovely and soft, but the well water was so
yellow it made the washing water look dirty awfully quick, Phylls
got up for breakfast so I stopped for toast honey and coffeee half
way through , then a little later lunch. then all the dishes to do,
or help with, and then I washed my underwear and a couple of blouses,
Then there was all the vardous pails, dishpans, washtubs etc to wash
out and things to fill with rain water. It really is quite a business
but you feel you have done a lot when you finish., To-morrow I hope to
get the things dried to the right stage to iomn,

Last night Christine the echool teacher came to supper,
We had liver which tasted awfully good, stewed tomatoes out of a can,
(they were unfrozen for the first time since early summer yesterday}
and creamed onions. and the little apple tarte 1 made Bunday. Then
about 8 o'clock we went down to the Elkingtons to spend the evening.
coming home soon after ten as we all get up at Six. Christine goes
to school early =o as to practise playing the vidlin. She is such a




nice girl and fun to tease. She is Swedish,though her mother and
father were both born in this country, The Elkingtons live abowme
the store on the wharf, dhave very nice rooms and are both wvery
nice and lotd of fun. He has been in these parts since 1923 and has
had the store here since 1931 I believe. “e Zwas telling us how things
have changed. especially the hours of business. They wsed to cater
mostly to fishermen who came in only late at night and left at 4 -
in the morning during"a run" often having to replace gear that had
broken ,sso the store had to be open moet of the time. Now they have
z0 léttle to sell that they aren't even open on Sundays and close at
six every dsy but Saturday. People didn't like it at first but they
are getting used to it,

L must go as it is nearly four o'clock,

Pete passed his trade test allright. The offiwer
that examined him told Bob that he could have given him an A paper
instead of the B and he thought that Pete would have passed it.

As it was, several of the questions weré A cquestions. ¥ow he has to
wait 3 months before he van teke the A test, but he ehould get his
L+A.C, wheih is one little step up in rank.

Loads of love




Tofino, B.C.
Thursday, Nov.18,1943

Dearest Mother,

‘the mail dowsn't go until to-morrow noon but in
case I go down this afternoon I will have this ready. Got three
nice letters from you yesterday, one had been held un w the
censors for 4 days, but the others came in good time, the last
was mailded the 9th. the first the 5th.

I was so sorry to hear about Cousin Bert being
put out of a2 job so suddenly and unexpectedly, just hope that
lrs Prior's nerhew gets called up, it would serve her right, I
think that was an awful ungrateful thing to do, but perhaps it is
fortunate for the Newburys for it msy mean that they cen ¢ ome
east and be neareg the family. Sometimes thingzs like that work
out for the best in the end.and I certainly hope so in this case.
It is a good time to start work in the east with so meny men
needed so I h ope Cousin Bert can find something that will be
Just right.Too bad that he isn't a farmer and coulid run the farm

You,
A Am so glad that you got to Salem for the opening
of the Marine Hall, it must ha ve been fun for you and the Morses
seeing so many old friends. I was sorry to hear that Miss Emily is
failing but perhaps it would give the other two sisters a few
years of a little more liviyness, though maybe they will feel much
older if Miss Emily isn't there to boss them. Most likely she will
live for years yet. I can see that we are to have a resl party
for both you and Aunt Julie when you go. I just hope that you both
have such a difficult time decidéng which of you is to die first
so the other can make merry after the funeral, that you both mansg
to continue a= you are for many years to come. You see when you do
go we won't feel sad for you but sad because we will all miss you
80,

Gueess I didn't tell you that the drive from Victork
is really vvery beautiful to Port Alberni. It is a great variety,
first the suburbs you might eall it ix of Viectoria, lots of nice
little homes and gardens, then a few woods, golf courses , gli mp=
of the sea, little farms a few small towns or séttlements, mountaiss
in the distance, there is nothéng to quite compare it wilth in the
east. Its a bit like Maine but the trees are oftem enormous ones
and the mountains in the distance have snow on them. On the way
across to Alberni one goes through a wonderful bit of forest, g
great trees where the sun £aixix rerely penetrates. The Wards
are looking for a house in Viectorias as Cis is very anxious to move
out for good, the climate suits her better and she loves the flowem
go. I forgot the roads are quite good, about like they used to be
on Mt. Desert Island. Tofino is on a2 bit of land connected with the
main part of Vancouver Island I think,

You ask all the guestions you can think of and I will
+Ty to answer them. I have decided that the only house that is

about the size of this one, is the Mc Raes on Monuhent street, but
without the ell. I think they have two windows upstairs in front




which would correspond to our two. somedsy I will try to make
a little sketch of it for you.

Do tell me what Pete Palmer daid about his Grandmother after
she died,

Yesterday was busy, I did the little ironing that I do in the
morning .then Chris and Phyllés ( who live downstairs ) came up to
lunch. Phyllis didn't have more than tea and cake as she gets up
late and eats a big breakf-t, so doesn't need lunch. Her husband
can't come home every night as ours do, he is an officer, so
being in the ranks has its advantages. We were all going up the
road, I to take my mhkbxiw sheet to Mrs Knott to wash and the
others to go calling further. When I went down to see if they were
ready I found Mre Knott and Stella having coffee and cake with
“hris, so I stopped in too and ate more. Mrs Knott had brought
the elean sh eet on her way to tewn, so I took miine up later
and left it, but the others went on. Mrs Lowry and her mother had

dropped in on Phyllis so there were five of us walking up the road
to-gether,

Nearly lunch time, Heaps of love
Codh annine

Oh . Could you send me the recipe for chocolate custard
ny other easy thing to meke. I forgot to bring miéne and
1 sure it would have ingeedients I heve here,




Tofino,B C .
Fridey, Nov,19,1943,

Dearest liother,

The time certainly slips by ocuickly, Yesterdsy was
& busy day for me. It started by the door to our bathroom locking
its2¥f , it did it the other day and Mrs Ericksen opened it by
taking the hinges off, or rather the pins out of the hinges, it was
quite hard as they had sort of rusted in, so yesterdsy Pete having
gone and Christine decideing that she could use the School W.C.

I began with the aid of a flash light and our new canopener whic h
has a screw driver on the end. After a bit of patience and the use
of the nail file and finally the hammer I managed to get the pins
out and the door off, ee-hung it quite neatly as I remembered how
Sam and Pete do it putting a screw driver ( can opener in my case )
under the door to make it the right heighth.®o0 now I know how to

do anotherjob,

I went downtowvn right after lunch and got me ae
yeast cake , intended to make first a pie for supper and then
raised biscuits something like parker house rodls, a recipe that
Barbare gave me, takes 2 yeast cakes and 2 hours. However I only
got one cake so made ha¥f the rule, guite enough to waste in case
they didn't turn out right. The other girls were also making pies
g0 we had great fun running up and down stairs borrowing the sifter
and rolling pin which is kept in the pantry. I thought I did pret¥
well to even mix the pie with the others in the room at the time.

I follow the ruke religiously and again it came out real well.

Thig time it was a big apple pie and I still had enough for 4 1littk
sort of tarts. Pete said last night. " You know you caught onto the
knack of making pie erust awfully quickly " e thinks they turn out
well too, I feel very elated. As the pie was baking I started the
rolls thinking that with the oven hot I should cook more, but it
makes the room about 450 too so another time I think I will just
make one thing. I get hot too.

“g usual the recipe doesn't tell you the important
partx because they figure everyone should know. s0 I mixed the
yeast wrong, Chris told me so I will do better next time] she is a

eat help and tells one in such a nice way not making you feel
%%upld. Barbara showed me how she patted hers into a round shape
and then eut it into 16 pie shaped pieces, rolling each up from the
big end It said spread with butter and of course I had nothing to
gspread with and no soft butter, so I just disregarded that. The joke
was that except for the funny shape of mine, because the table was
too small to pat it out properly, they actually looked like rolls
and Pete ate three.*hey were really good , I hope its not just
beginners luck,

To-day We had to be up at 5.30 as there was to be a
parade. However it gave me a nice morning, I never object for mg
New England upbringing makes me feel I accomplish so much.I wrote
three letters before it was really light, as I was half way thru
the last one, I noticed the sunrise so decided to take the buckeis




out and see it better, It is the loveliest time of morning on the
beach, its = gravel beach with a few big rocks, sand further out,
The east was all golden, perfectly lovely in itself and then in
the west was a perfect rainbow, so vivid that it had a double one
part of the way. The sun wasn't above the horizon and so the rain
bow only came down part way to the water. It was there a long time
and finally came the whole way, then the tops of the nearby mount-
ains were tipped with gold and the whole effect was uhbelievable
lovely, the moisture in the air seemed to take on a golden tinge
and in the east one hill was s peculiar geeen. The rainbow was
reflected in the water as well.

1 did all my chores and then finishedthe letters, By
ten thit¥y the others were up and asked me to have coffee warmed
up, 80 in the end they brought their coffee pots up here and I
had an early lunch and they a morning snack. Then after the dishes
1 went out and made a tiny sketch, just to get started, the firet
few are alwasys discouraging., Chris had a friend to = late lunch so
I got in on that too after the sketch was finished, having soup
apricot pie and tea. it was about half past two. Then I cleaned up
the brushes and am going down town to do a few errands and get the
mail which is usually sorted sbout five. I will put something in the
oven c¢for supper, scolloped potatoes with onions and tinned fish,
how does that sound ? Itd my own invention,

I don't like to write on the typewriter in the morning when
the others are sleeping for it must sound very annoying, especially
as Phyllis slkeps right under thés spoi. We can hear them talking
at night below us but luckily not loua enough to hear what they are
saying, there is a hall and the bathroom between us and the school
teacher so you can't hear her at all,

Must stop now.

Heaps of love to all .

Cothanuis -




Tofino,B.T7
Tuesday,llov.23,1943,

Dearest Mother,

Thanksgiving this coming Thursday and I expect you
will have the very young and it will be more like old times. You
know someone could write a good book on just the Thanksgiving dinnefs
you have had over the years,40 it would be, a pePson like Priestly
could do it well with all the different people of all ages. You
know it would be interesting to look back through your dimrys and
make a list of the various ones you have had,There would be the times
when there were little children and then for a number of years only
grownups and now the children of the first children. If you used the
various Thanksgivingu as a setting you could bring in the things that
had happened during the year, after all they cover two wars, do
you remember the time you had all the little silk flags of the Allies
for decoration? Wish we might be there to twckle the *urkey, at
least we can eat pie here. Pete will be on duty watch comenc ing
to-morrow so he doesn't expect to get home until late in the evehfings
They have to stsy for work of some sort during the evening. they
call it being"Joed" He has been lucky so far as one week he got them
to Joe him to make some murals for the Sergeant's mess, Pand last
time being the fiest week we were in Tofino the other boy who works
with him took his place which was niwe.

We have been pretty busy. Sundsy was dull and we
read most all day except for a bit of time we spent doing a little
fixing of the parking place. Yesterday I did the chores and then went
down te the stppe thinking the boat might have been in but it wasn't,
I got mixed up, Also worked on the thing for Uncle Marshall, I am
no good at pen end ink so didn't do Wery much. Chris came to lunch
as it was her wash day and then in the afternoon I tried to skeéch
not very successfully with a little boy to ask me questions, his mobk
mother was having tea with Phyllis, It waes cuite cold standing in one
spot and the sun didn't reach me for long, so I was glad when Ghris
called me for a cup of tea with her and a friend.,After which I went
down for the mail, only to find that it hadn't come,

To-day was my washday and I had a busy morning, I feel
a lot like Radph Bergengrin fixing the plumbing, remember where k
goes down cellar, turns off the water, goes upstairs fiddles with the
tap, goes down cellar turns o n the vwater , goes upand looks at the
tap, it still leaks and he keeps on. Maybe you would like to here
how my chores go. I take the garbage and the W.C.peil being able
now to go down the steep and narrow s®rs with both hands full, thouh
it is never too safe. I take those down to the sea and alens the
beach a way, empty them, return up to pump, wash out both pails,
give them a scrub each with seperate brushes, return up slifpery step
around verandah and upstairs, having left 211 doors open . Then if
there was gresse in the garbage pail, I wash out the basin with
soppy water, then dump that into the slop pail for wash water, wash
thet and then pour it into garbage pail, make my second trip only as
far amd the pump, wosh garbage pail better fill water pail and return




‘hen I £ill the lamp with gas which is kept in the bathroom, so it
enta ils no stair climbing. Then every other morning I take the
tank on the stove and go dowmstairs and up & flight to the gate
end fill the takk, back down those ste ps_and up stairs again,
*his is all a mere nothing, of course if % have ironing to do it
is only two trips downstairs and back up, once for the board and
once for the irmns if they are cool, if they are hot it may mean
an extra trip. Or perhaps it is just a bit of mopping I want to do
one trip down and up and another to put it avayr, I am getting in
fine ehape for hill climbing.
I had better be going to mail this so that it will surely
£0 to-morrow. Also will enclose a note for Jean,
so glad that the farm is going well, its too bad you
couldn 't have done what you are doing now before. I was so glad
to hear that Cousin Bert can get a Job at Pierces if he wants, for
that should be a really nice place to work and fun selling such
good things. Do let me know what happens.
Lots of love,

Con




Tﬂfinﬂ ’Bl‘c .
Nov.24,1943,

Dearest Mother,
. 1
as it is This won't be much of a letter

nearly bedtime, but I have a letter to
go down with to-morrow and want to have this ready
too. I don't like to use the type writer in the
mornings as Phyllis who's bed is under our table
sleeps quite late. and if it is a nice day I shall
want to be out.

Another busy day to-day. We get up
half an hour later these mornings. al 6,80 and Pete
doesn't have to leave until nearly quarter to eight.
he doesn't like to hurry and so we have a leisurly
breakfast, by leaving the burner on very low itths 5
heats up quickly when turned up the next morning,and Bk
the kettle is almost ready to boil so it takes little
time to start the coffee perking, Wed] I am dressed
now by eight and the dishes done while listening to
the news, then if the sun isn't quite up I make the
bed and polish the stove top with emery paper4 HMrs
“rickeen having intimated that she would like it
kept shinny because it is a rented or borrowed stove.
Then as the sun is about to rise I start iy trips to

-/ the beach. This morning I tried to paint the sunrise
but not very successfully, from the window, it was
a bit too dark indoors to see the eolors and the sun
pébeis hard to guess and then is over in a few
moments,

About ten I started to do the ironing ag the
wind had dried the clothes to a damp state. “hat took
me an hour and then I did a few extra bits, Chris and
Fhyllis came to lunch up here at twelve. and then a
about two they both went up the road one to take the
sheets including mine to be washed and the other to
call on friends. I expexted to be alone all afternoon
but first the delivery boy came with our groceries
and as I was sketching from the front piazza he stoppd
end talked, then Mrs Epicksen came to clean up the
pantry and halls, she comes quite often and keeps
things shinned up inside, even washes the piazza which
seeme a lot to do when we just track more muod on,

I never get our rooms cluttiered wup that she doesn't
come. Her g rand mother or father was a painter so
she is very interested and talked to me while I
struggled with the picture. Itwas just a tiny one

so it didn't matter very much, but believe I will try
painting in the mornings when the other- are apt to




sleep. Finally as it was getting cold on the hands

I asked her to have a cup of tea with me, and Chris
and Phyllis returned as we were finishing so they
had some too,.It was after five when I went for the
mail and then I still had our groceries to carry up
stairs making four trips and my brushes to wash.

Pete is on duty watch and so we didn't expect
#them home for supper, Chris cooked it, Phyllis donatéd
asparagus scup, canned corn, and Fhyllis had some ham
that needed eating up, she also had boiled potatoes
and we had some pie Phyllis had made.Qlite = meal.
I only donated the light, as thete lamps each wen
needed flixing. We were just in the midst of it when
the boys arrived home. t you can see my days go
by peetty quickly.
I always think I will write just one page
and then keep on going. Got two nice letters from you
and the one from Cousin Jane about Flick and Edward
Brrtlett, was glad to hear of Sam Manierre too.
Amused at Helen Van Dyke. I will answer Louise
Blymeyer's letter, Funny when I read about the small
house of 8 rooms, I stopped and then read it over.,
‘his house haw six rooms and 2 bathrooms and four
familys, I don't know how one gages the size of
houses! This whole house isn't as big as the back
part of yours, and yet we are so comfortable and
COZY .
Time for bed.
loads of love and please Thank Cousin
Jane and give her our love too,
lore love,
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Tofino,B.C.
Sundsy ,Dec.5,1943,

“earest Mother,

I find that I have gained two whole days, for our
calender had two Novembers on it, I changed the thing over and as
it is across the room ( such a great distance ) I didn't notiwe

the month was November and not December, so most likéadv I have
dated all my letters wrong too,

We have had a busy weekend, yesterday I planned to
sketch in the afternoon, Made an early tri-p down town to get the
mail I hadn't gotten the afternoon before, = niceletter from you
about “‘hanksgiving, sounds as if you had had quite a family in
the end. "Also & ordered a few more things to come up with the
groceries they deliver Wed. and Sat. afternoons only. Then I came
back and cleaned the rooms, even washing the floor, an extra
flourish, hoever except for a few spots that disappeared I douldn't
see much improvement. I wrs anxious to have lunch early and so was
Christine,the schoolteacher, as all the children in Tofino, (48 in
all)had been invited out to one of the army camps to a picture =hw
show at the Y.M.C.A. Joe E:Brown and a few shorts., As most of the
children had never seen a real show before with sound and all,it
was pretly exciiemew ing, They had a wonderful time and all behavd
and had cocoa and cookies and candy . Phyllis and Chris wanted to
g0 to the stores to order their things sent up, so Christine and
I start-ed cooking the lunch down in the Sinclairs and were eating
soup when the others got ®ack. A Mr Arnet was coming to fix the
Halls stove which needed ¢leaning badly and as I wanted to know
how it was done and a bit more sbout how oil stoves work I spent
the ncxi. three hours watching him 2nd finally helping hold the
flash light.

So the afternoon was gone but I figured that in the
end I would save more time than I lost by knowing how to work the
stove properly, Pete cleaned it just right.the Sundsy before but
we hadn't been told how to start it the right way.and a lot of
other little things. He came up sbout four and looked at ours
and fixed the wicks etc. ‘hen there was just time to bake custards
and wash, (My Sturdey bath ) and get supper ready for Pete. In the
evening we went on a real spree, to SXammmt Clayoquot for a glass
of beer. It is the first time that I have been half a mile in any
direction from the house. “ordon Sinclaeir had been nearly half an
hour lete one night. and so they had told him thet he owed them a
beer and it was thefe only chence to get paid. They leave the Air
Fort before the canteen opens and there is no'liscensed premises’
here.' so we had to ¥go to Clsyoquot. Chris and I getting in on it
too. Seeing that it is only the 2nd time she has been over there
and the first time was the 24th of May, it is not the usual way
to spend the evening.

We first wemt to the store and did a bit of Christmas
shopping, then Roland La ¥orge ( the other boy who Pete takes in
the car each morning ) had a friend who had a boat and we all got
aboard with the aid of flashlights, there was hardly room to sit




on deck as there was so much geer and what not, but a beautiful
night, a moon and really it looked just like Somes Sound in the

s a£allC€, the mountains at night looking more tike those of XMt.
ﬁ%sert than they do in the daytime, The broad Pacific i= about as
far awgy as the Atlantic used to pe. It was like going from Northe
east Harbor to Greenings Island, more or less,

At Clayoquot ( pronounced Clackwit ) there is a long pier

at least a long sort of walk on piles from the beach out to the pieg
“he worst gan-g wey to go up or down, It is suspended in the air
by a cable and as you step on it i$ sort of comes down on to the
float, However when you come down the thing you have to be careful
when you step off the last step ss half the time it is over water
and then swings back over the float, rather a test for those having
gpent the evening inthe btbeer parlor! It was quite a walk up the
long sor-t of walk, having frosty planks that were very sldppery
and a narrow track in the center which has a little flat car they
can pueh along when the big boat has a lot of freight I expect.
“here were a few electric lights however which helped to see, At
the end of the boagd walk was the Genersl store and then up to the
left a really nice hotel, with the beer parlor, Cur idea was to
have a couple of beers and come home, but no boats leave until 117™.
when the beer parlor closes, and we csme ba-ck on the boat belong-
ing to the man who serves the beer, so it was an all evening affair
It wasn't very exciting, except that it was the first beer for me
since leaving Banff and I guess the same for Pete. The only bit of
amusement was & man in a red shirt with a slouch cap who came throl
the ladies part where we were and suddenly paused and said " Hello"
later in getting onto the beet he flung himself.on head first and
four men all grabbed at once as he fell in, butf he seemed very quidt
as he sat in the cabin coming across., We left the hotel a little
ahead of the others so were at the boat when sharp at eleven all the
lights of Clayoquot went off =t once, epier lights and all, it was
cloged for the night, It was frosty walking up foom the pler, I
don't think we will likely go again but I enjoyed the experience.
“here were several little boats that went over snd were all tied to
the float and then they all filled up and scurried back later, butd
it ie the only exciting thing to do off a Saturdsy night unless theew
is a dance.

To-day we slept until nine thirty after our very late
night. Pete spent the morning putting a sheet of glasss in the
bedroom window, Mrs Erickeen had given us china cement to mend the
broken pane but with wind and rain blowing against it didn't seem
very secure to us, so I ordered a new pane several weeks ako, it
had to come on " the boat after next " and last week was too
rainy to take the window out. However without the proper tools and
salvaged putty Pete managed to fix it very well though it took
all hi= morning, After lunch Gordon helped him change the oil
drums as we had used our other one up, that is quite a job too.
Ihen a gasoline stove I eame got in Spptember and which we decided
to have sent up here came yesterday, instead of knocking it down
to its peking size they sent it all set up and it was in =2 big
crate, 80 we had to uncrate it and store that away. And then the
afternoon was gone by the time Pete had finished pressing his pants
Probably next weekend it will be rainy if we have thetime to do
something,




I seem to be hitting all the wrong keys to-night, We just

listened to the Quiz Kids, isn't Joel funny, he was talking
about the"telegram pdles" this time,

Friday night we went to 2 lecture on China with moving
pictures, most interesting, It was tm the Padre in the Air Force,
Pete has spoken with him quite a bit and he is the finest type of
man, He was a missionary in Northern China and was there two years
after the Japs had come in, and finally was sent back on the
Gripsolm, the first exchange ship. The audience was two rows of
children and the rest grownups but he made it interesting for bothe
Started by telling us that if all the “hinese stood side by and
allowing only a foot each that they would go around the world over
&t times for there are over three hundred million of them, maybe
its over four hundred million of them: Their missions were supportd
by Canadians,{100. a year was the grant I think he said, they
did a lot of experimenting in wheat and vegetable raising trying
to help the Chineces improve their crops and diet and way of workig
etc, Most of the pictures were of their work =and some of the trip
back on the Gripholms. He joined the Air Force as soon as he got
back, though he is a man with three children and wife in Vancouver.
He told Pete that he figured he could help more that way with his
Inowle ﬁ{"'& .

Bed time, I haven't time to-night to answer ané of your
letters, send any you want to Uncle Marehall if they seem ‘to
be interesting enough,It seems as if I were always writing to ecatch
“a mail and not time to figure out what to write,

Loads of love to you all, soon I will be wishing %ou
a Merry Christmas, I sent off the parcels Fridesy, and also got
a third package from you, a book I think, We are sure to have a
nice Christmas,

lore love

"GP s
RS <P e WY TN
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Tofino,B .C.

Dearest Mother,
" We are back in our usual way'"as Jean would
say.end as it looks a bit like rain I may not make this letter
very long but just enough to let you know that we are bhack, for
I have & parcel to mail and would like to get it down before
it gets wet, also I have one at the post offime to bring back.
the others I got back this morning.

I certdinly was lucky in my trip back all the
way along. I wonder should I tell you about that or answer the
many lovely letters from you written sbout Christmas time 2 We
were sad to think that we wouldn't see Aunt Rhoby again but how
nice that she could have Christmas with them all. though I expect
Cousin George Morse couldn't be there, you didn't mention if he
were there. I will write Cousin Jane and if it doesn't get in
the mail that goes to-morrow it will go Monday.

It sounded as if you and Mildred had a nice time,
as nice as possible without the family, but I expect it didn't seem
very Christmasy. So many people are gseperated this year that it is
exceptional to have familys to-gether. a good many Canadians spent
there fifth Christmas overseas or in Canada aWay from their homes,

I know of several from Banff who haven't been back in thosex more
than féewe years,

Was glad to hear that Cousin Bert got a job even if
it wasn't just what he was looking for at first and hope that it
leads to something he likes., for it will g ive hime = chance to see
how he likes working in the east. Its nice that FEbbs won't be called
untid later one.

I seem to be hitting =11 the wrong keys, becsuse I
am murrying, so will write of my trip back later, I had a fine day
yesterday to make the 6 hour boat trip and was able to sit on deck
during the rough pert when we cross from Bamfield, 2 hours in the
trough of the rollers coming in from the Pacific. I wasn't sick
thank goodness, got here by 3.30 and time to l@ght the stove and
go for the mail before stipper. as there is no delivery until Saturday
I shall have to make a couple of extra trips for fresh things.

“his hardly seems worth sending but it is going on
for four and so I had better £o0 in order to be back in time to
cook supper.

Loads of love and will mail a bettef lettef Monday.




Lofino,B'C,
Dee,7,1943,

Dearest Mother,

I don't seem to get much done, must go down this
afternoon and odder potatoes that they forgot Saturdsy and see
what toys I can get for the children in Banff for I must get them
off this week., it is hard to realize that hristmas is near, thoh
though the store has red and green paper streamers and loss of
new things in for the holidsy season, but the weather is so mild
it hardly seems winter yet.

Petg may get five days at New Years, they get it
either then or at Yhristmas and as the other boys would rather be
home for Christmas we will take the other, We think we may go to
Victoria, I would go shead as Pete can go on boass and buses that
I can't and so make the trip in one day, the same coming back.

We don't mind staying here but it might be our last chance of
getting five days in a row until his next leave and we had better
make the mostof them, So we will be in Tofino for Christmas,

Shall be anxious to hear where Cob is sent, Hope
he gets an interesting job.

How to answer your letters, Glad vou didn't send
any jam or jelly as it is apt to be broken in the mail and they
don't like it sent these days. The other backages have all come
( 3 of them ) and nome were opened.I hope to send you a book of
Canada but am not sure if it will reach you in time,

When I read about that Miss Emma Smith dieing in
the Journal I thought to myself " seems to me Miss Eyma/Smith
died before " and then 1 re-read it. I don't wonder Mrs Eaton got
mixed but that was funny going to the wrong funeral,

Seems to me you still do an awful lot for a person
your age s0 I am not a bit surprised that you get tired, I know
I would, i

he weather here is guite changeable, I keep think
ing that each time it rains that it will settle in for a week or
s0 but it hardly rains two days in esuccession without the sun comgi
co ming out, the wind has a lot to do with it evidently for if
it blows from one direction it most alwsys means rain and you
know how changeable wind is. I think that so far it has been more
pkeasant than bad and we have had many days with few clouds, this
is an extra nice fall so they say and we can expect worzxse weather
after Christmas,

Mrs Erickeen doesn't live in this house though she
did use one of the apartments once, =t present she is i1l with a
high blood pressure and I must go and see how she is, also pay
the rent.

Do send that list of guestions and it will be
easier for me to know what you would like to hear,

This will be all for to-day,
Loads of love to a2ll and your letters come
one nearly every mail,
More thove,
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Tofino,

B.C.

Sundsay,
Dec.12,1943,

Dearest lother,

“aybe if we didn't have such good
weather I would get more done indoors, but I keep
thinking that each nice day is the last one we can
expect and so make the most of it, and it has stayed

wpretty good a.. week.“To-day was perfect and as there
was nothing that needed repairing desperately we
decided to go to & beach for a walk. It was sparkling
everywhere with s heavy frost and somehow we couldn't
get used to & beach with frost. The one in front of
our house is little pebbles and they were frozen to-
gether thies morning snd ice on any pail of water, but
the beawh we went to on the Pegéfic eide was hard
sand, the logs were all covered with frost though,
We took the car a little wey and then walked on the
beach. It was lovely, reminded us of Hanslei for
some reason and the vegetation of sort of serub trees
is rather tropical, like the west coast of Eali, We
had fun looking for thinge and Pete found one green
glass float that is typical of those uced by the
Japanese in their fishing nets and vhich often wash
up on this coast. The shores here are covered with
logs and timber and big tree trunks and we found the

 remaina of a fishing bosat. Also a toy boat =nd lots
of cork floats we lugged home with the odd shell.

Had a late lunch esnd I did up a couplé
of presents and we have written some business letters
when I will ret the Christmes ones written I don't
knmow, We had the sad news Friday of the death of
Mrs Link, a cerebrsl hemorage, She is the friend we
knew for so many years at Lake Q'Hara snd v isited
in Chigggo. I don't ¥now what her husband will do for
they enjoyed everything to-gether so much, We shall
miss her in the mountains,

Frideay I had a busy day, trip to town
early to mail things, then made a tiny sketch,
Phyllie called me to have a cup of tea with her at
11,30 and after eating toast and honey Chris and I
decided it wa® so near our lunch time we better malke
it into lunch and so warmed up some soup and just
continued eating, that and sardines and desert. I
m naged to make a small sketch of the town in the
sfternoon ending with tea at Chrises with Mre Lowrey
to read our cups, Oh yes I e ven made bran muffins
during the day. Had to rush to get supper in the end

Saturday I went to town with garc 1s
to mail and ordered meat for the weekend, cléane




a bit around the room, think msybe that wes when

I made the muffins for after lunch with Chris I
know I made two layers for a cake as the oven was
hot 28 I still had the two burners going. The cake
ceme out real well except for burning on one side
as there is only one slelf in the oven and I had to
have one near one side. Frosted it laterwith
Chocolate frogting, its pretty darn good. My first
layer cake ! ‘hen made a sketeh for Chris to ghve
her father for Christmas, just a small one of the
house. Ween I got back she was having an old man to
tea, Mr Csmeron, he lives alone in a little sheck
up the road and is Dlind in one eye and deaf in
one ear and the wellfare people want to have him go
to a home, but naturally he doesn't want to go.
Phyllis and Christine came in too #nd we had a real
nice party, he reminised about the time he lived in
Australis and was in the army in Egypt ete. and
geemed to enjoy himself. Chris and Phyllis had met
him on the road going home and asked him on the spur
of the moment. When he got up to go he said he had
lived here 20 years but this was the first real tea
party he had ever been to. I expect it was because
we had a tea teble with a cloth and all.We all had
to hustle to get supper.We figure we eat fr plan
what to dook most of the time! We do lots of joking.

Time now to listen to the Quia Kids now
80 will call this = létter, I listened to parts of
the opers while making the muffins but find Wagner
harder to listen to and do other things,

Ihree more parcels came on Friday, they come
about as fast =25 the letter ! Nuts and Candy look
good to us. We were lucky to be ab le to buy one
box here but will now give that away, however we will
be able to get chocolate bars , they have 2700 coming.

Loads of léve

" -
* s




Tofino,B.C.
Tuesday,Dec.l4
1943,

Dearest Mother,
The time does go by so quickly and
I do so few of the things I intend to, e specially
in the letter writing line. Yesterdsy I hurried
after breakfast and did up the last packages and
took them down to the mail at nine-thirty came
back and made a raisén loafe, firxt the oven was
too hot then too cold so it didn't bake too well
but is edivle, It was Chris wash day so I asked them
up for lunch and we had soup, left over pilchards
which are local fish but canned in ol like sardines.
very good. Phylis contributed some left over baked
beans the kind that you cook in half an hour.
and then we had lemon pie that Chris made for Sunday.
Quite a meal. In the afternoon they went out for
eggs at the Olsons and our sheets at the Knotts and
I wrote a letter to Tom Link and then went down to
the mail with them., Its about half a mile walk from
here and its ueuelly a good half hour or more if
you do errands and have to wait at the post office.
The Olsone gave them some fresh pork liver having
killed a pig the day before and we all had = feed for
supper it was very good.
To-day was my wash dsy and for the
fun I kept track this morning of the trips up and
dovn stairs } made during the course of the morning.,
You might be smused so the list follows-
1 trip down with potent bucket and slop pail to
beach, washing them on return at pump .
1 4 up with empty pails
1 down after washing out basin asnd bedroom
pail and putting suds in slpp bucket
also with empty water pail.
up with pall of water to soak clothes in
bedroom pail,
down,forgot gas tin to be filled on way
to town to send wire.
up to get gas tin.(had it filled and luggd
it back 2 g2llons of %a&;
down with gas tin. ( above)
up with water pail filled at pump abd gas,
down with 2 pails®soaking clothes.
tp pump with large pantry pail for water.
te=pP¥Feh back with water,
to porch for large tub, back to pantry,
another trip to porch for other wash tub and back
L Trip up with empty pail.

HFHHHEHEKME =2 =




1 trip down with pail of hot water and b

ox of soap,
also kettle of hot water.,

1 "  up with kettle of cold water also vail of
water,

1 L down with pail of hot water and more clothes.

At this point I began washing the first bateh of

things, the cotton things and rinsed them, Then I

decided by the look of the water I'd better start

?ut fresh with the woolen and silk thingg this called

‘or

1 trip to pump £a# back with two buwkets of cold
water.

up stairs with this water to put on to heat,

1 " down with pail of hot water which I put on

hris stove.
Then I joined Phyllis and Chris for a cup of tea and

toast and honey, I t was Ps breakfast snd C's 2nd . fruatiusl
then

trip up
Uy down with two pails of hot.
up for kedt¥Fe something
down again.
trip to pump for 2 paile of cold water.

g back to pantry,

" up with 1 pail of cold water for up here.

g down with kettle of hot water. and the big
clothes boiler thing that one uses to heat
water on the stove.

I washed the rest of the clothes snd hung them out
1 trip up with kettle of fresh water sad-b
1 " down and to pump for water.
2 trips in and out of pantry with washtubs, its too
narrow to earry botnh at once,

1l trip up with pail of fresh water.
lhis finished the wash but I made three round trips
or more to get leftovers for lunch with Chris .You
can see there is guite a bit of exercise connected
with house work,

We were just finishing lunch about two when
two ladies dropped in on Phyllis, they liwe in a
house out on a beach 2% miles from here. So it was
three by the time we finished washing up after they
had ealen the litile we had left.

Chris and I made a trip dowmtown and found the
boat would be in later so I made another trip a%
before supper so I didn't do much here this afternoon.

Now I must get a few letters off and will start
answering your questions in my next letter.

It was nice to hear from Russ, I had a letter

mn

n
n

too,
_ Loads of loveand in case this is slow reasching
Yoncord, A Merry Christmas to you all.




Tofino, B .C
Thursday,
Dec.16,1943,

Dearest “other,

i This letter may not reach you in
time for Christmas but hope it does and that you
have a very happg one. o far you haven't mentioned
whether or not Mildred and Cousin Jane are to he
there, but am sure you won't be alone., We haven't
quite decdded what to do over New Years. I think
Pete gebs the day on Christmas which will make a
long weekend, We are going out for the New Year
leave which Pete gets, I will leave on the Uchuck
Monday and he will go out on Wednesday. We have
hotel eeservations in Victoria but suddenly reaslized
that we would have time to go to Banff for a couple
of nights, so if we can get space on the tr=in we
may do that. It would mean more thah just a trip to
Victoria and Pete is rather anxious to check up on
things at home and it will be April or May before
he gets his next leave, I' 11 let you know for
cert=in next letter what we plan to do.

Yesterday was fairly busy, a lot of
hurried letters and notes to get off, then down to
the meil and Pack to do the ironing which I finished
before lunch., We had it in Chrises. In the afternocon
I tried to make some cookies which didn't make Very
fast or easily somehow and I got hot as well, then
dowvn for the maik. not much as most had come on the
big boat the day before. It was a bit rainy but
to=-day has cleared again,

Last evening great excitement in
Tofino as it was the school concert in the Legion
Hall., Pete didn't go but I did with the cothers
mostly because of Christine, the echooldeacher,

It was really fun and interesting too, reminded me
a bit of Islesford,llaine when Edith and I spent a
night at Billie Spurlings and went to a dance there.

It was pouring rain but that didn't
keep anyone home, we wore rubber boots and raincoats
end you could 8 ee twinkling flashlights approaching
from all directions. The Legion Hall is quite largge
for the size of the town about the size of the
Episcopal 8hurch Hall in écncord. There were two
rows of wooden benches on either side of the asile
all the children sitting in front and the mothers
and small babies on the benches, the men all standing
at the back of the hall, the only light a few Coleman
lamps ( Gasoline lamps 5




‘here must have been a lot of men from here who

went to the last war for them to have such a good
sized hall, and I suppose it also accounts a bit

for this place not going shead more in the last decads
Around the walle were very clever cartoons of the

last war, done by anartist who used to come here I
think.

The curtain was also painted, a Scotchman in
kilts and three sort of Mickey mouse catz, I don't
know what the significance was. It was cloth and just
rolled up on a roller but there was never a hitch
in its rise or fall or any noise.

The concert was remarkablg good I thought, there
was the start all singing " O Canada" and it ended
with " God Save the Khfg " there were a good many
carols by both the four upper grades and the four
primary grades. They sang very well, no musical
accompaniment a% all, but as Christine says they are
u sed to singing without a piano or anything. Every
word you could understand which I thought rather un-
usual and they sang as if they knew what the words
meant. lhere were also a few very short and mostly
funny recitations and then theee short plays. As we
all lmow the children by sight if not by name it made
it more interesting. The shyest little boy who can't
look at you when he talks to you but turns his face
avay, was the shoemaker in the " shoemaker and the
elves " and was really good in the part, even wiping
his nose very slowly and carefully on the back of his
hand at one péint ! Every one laughed but he didn't
gseem to mind and wiped it on his sleeve next time,
fpdther little boy was a grandfather in one plam
and had a beard , very big and white, also a pipe
which he held under the beard to get it into his
mouth, One little girl evidently lost her shoes on
the way down and had to go through her part in Gum
boots. The little childeen had a march and were
dressed as dolls, coming on in pairs while Christine
played appropriate music on her violin. There were
Two Teddy bears, clowns etc. “he children got a great
kich out of that.

At the end they asked if there were any children

pre school age who would like to give a recitation

or sing, and a tiny little girl about five got up

all by herself ¢ Her mother was near us and looked
quite startled as to what to expect ) and she sang
very =weetly some popular song, you could hear every
word, she was awfully cunnings One father took his
little son up to the platform and tried to coax him
to perform. The father weighs about 200 and the son
is four or five, the father nearly brought the house




» for he forgot how funny he would look or soung

and taking the child by the hand sort of trotted
across the stage singing in a tiny voice " Lay that
pistol down - - - " whatever the words are., I laughed
until the tesrs came, he did look so big and this
little voice, and of course the child was too shy

to open his mouth. It went off like clockwork and
lested less than anhour and a half, for I was home
by nine thirty.

We are to listen to Henry Aldrich now and then
to bed. It seems a= if we were alweys goling to bed
and getting up.

Lots of love to you all and a very llerry
Christmas and a Happy New Yesr too.
and ever so much love to you




Tofino, B.C.
Sunday,Dec.19,1943,

Dearest Mother,

This letter will reach you sbout in time to say
' Happy New Year " and I would like to add " Many of them 2
though I realize it is for a purely selfiish reason on our part,
but in any case I hope this new year will be a happier one for
you #nd that you will see moee of your family !

-

We are spending to-day cuietly at home, it is nice
enough to go for a walk but Pete enjoys most sitting reading and
it is pretty chilly out to sit anywhere. We were out this morning
for awehile , helped a Mr Guthrie put his thingw in the car for
Fete to take in to-morrow and then drove him = few miles as he
was walking back to the Station. Then Pete helped Gordon Sinclair
set up his o0il barrel which is a bit of a trick but they do it
for someone in the house nearly every weekend. There is a row of
barrels of fuel 0il under a cedar tree bw the gate, each with a
tap, when you 1ift the empty one down you have to put the spigot
on the full one while it is up on end, then roll it up in place,
it is pretty heavy and awkward smetimes. but they are geting good
at it. Then we had lunch and have been listening to the Philamonic
and Gladys Swarthouth and other nice programs.I have been catching
up on the Calgary Herald as all week I have been writing letters
at night and no time for reading, Christine lent us " They took to
the Woods'"which 4 want to tead. \

Yesterday was so lovely that us three, Christine,
Phyllis and I decided to try to find a 1little beach we had heard
of behind the hospital. We hurried with our Saturday chores, I try
to ske clean the rooms a little better on the weekend, and we also
made a trip down toen in the morning. They had lunch up here as we
listened to " Rigaletto " Lily Pons was lovely wasn't she ? You can
think of us as having lunch when you listen in Concord, the time is
about 3 hours different here, 11 when its two in the afterncon with
you.

Friday I made a lemon pie complete with meringue.
lade the pie shéll in the morning and then the filling and top
in the afternoon, much to my surprise it eame out perfectly. May
be Fanny Farmer works best at Sea level. Itwas easy to make too,

I uee half the recipes for us, and for a pie it makes the top of
our pyrex casserole size about four helpings of pie, and 6 tarts
r more. the filling took a generous amount of sugar but we have
quite a bit. Got a wonderful big present form Washington. like

a hat box and it sa ys"Fruit cake" on the tag, it was quite heavy
to carry home so should be wonderful to have.

At present if the New Year Leaves are not cancelled
we plan to go to Banff. I will leave here at noon sbout, on the 27th,
thats the lMonday after Christmas, spend the night in Port Alberni.
go to Vancouver tuesdsy by bus and boat, spend that night in
Vancouver and have Wednesday to shop etc. there,(hape_t? get
Dorotjy to stay with me at the hot22) Then Pete will join me then




to take the train that night to Banff, We will reasch Banff the
afternoon of Thurdday Dec. 30th will have that night, all next
day and then leave on Saturday morning at noon to return. If the
weather is cold the trains coming back might be late which would
suit us fine. It seems a long way to go for such a short time but
we figure it is worth it. We may be back the following Monday.
Have a few letters I must write and there is a lovely

concert on the radio which this typing doesn't improve,

Happy Hew Year to you all and heaps of love
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Tofino,®.8.
Tuesday,
Dec.21,1943,

Dearest liother,
t is getting nearer and neesrer to Christmas and

a bit hard to realize up here where there are still fushias blooming
in the yard ( those megenta colored flowers that hang down, think
that is their mame ) and blackberries without any flavor still on
the bushes. However we do have heavy frosts each night now and
it is so pretty in the mornings,in fact where the sun doesn't strike
the frost staye all day. Seems funny to have the pebbles on the
beach IfoozZen.

This has been a busy day, yesterday was fairly fudl,
Had some parcels to maill for a friend of Petes and so went ddown
early yesterdeay morning, then right after lunch Chris and T went
up to lirs Knotts for sheets and stayed to tea and to the Olsons for
egge where we wouldn't sit down in case we gstayed. They were startip
to cut down two enormous twin Cedar trees beside the road, a land
mark here but dieing at the top and leaning a little further all
the time over the road, we were anxious to see them fall, apd a= they
sédd it would be about ten this morning we decided to go,.then.
*hen I went down for the mail after tea first with Mrs Lowry who
was visiting Phyllis when we got back. I also had all the water to
get to heat for the washing to-day and my Christmas tree to fix.
It sits in pebbles in a tomatoe can so you can imagine how large
it is. about a foot high and some sort of hemlock but just the shade
of a little tree, Chris has given me a lot of little star stickers
she had left over and I am going to stick them to e¥xi thread
and hang them or strig them stuck to-gether, it should look rather
nice, We aren't doing anything very special for Christmems, by the
looks of our bundles it will take a good part of the day to open
them. Jean's book came yesterdsy, every one has come in good shape.
At first we weren't going to rattempt another chicken but mey see if
the Inotts have one they could kill snd clean.

This morning I started to wahkh early so as to be through
by ten, did all the woolen things by then ¥x leaving the rest to
scalt, but vhen ;hris and I got up there we found the tree had been
felled at nine so it was across the road and lobked pretty hopeless
with teo men only to tackle it. Seeing that the trunk is about 7
or 8 feet thick. I am going up agkin now to see how much they have W&
done and when the other part will be coming down for it would be
fun to see,

We went down to send a wire and shop and make a e¢all and
it was lunch time when we got back so I €finished my washing after-
wards. Chris goes out to-morrow for Christmas with Gorden, he is
getting = week of"bush leave"too which he hadn't tsken before, Pete
says they are to get one days travelling time and that means ve
will have two and a half days in Banff, three nights. so that is
exciting. won't have to leave until Sunday noon. © o “Doap
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Tofino ,B.C.
Thuraeday ,
Dec.23,1943,

Dearest Mother,

Nearly Christems and it looks as if
ours would be pretty nice and ouiet. Pete is already
getting things, first he came home with a eardboard
container filled with presents,A black tie, gum
chocolate bar, tooth briish, comb,soap dish and
Styptic sticks for after shaving if you eut yourself,
on the outside it says " Labor's Compliments for
Victory with Christmas Greetings to our Armed Services,
United Labor Christmas Cheer Fund for the United
Ar.med Serwices." Every man gets one evidently.

Then yesterday was the best of all, he appemred at
five o'clock and to-day and to-morrow and I guess
Monday and Tuesday as well they don't have to work
until ten in the morning and can leave at four, so
we didn't get up until seven thirty and could have
§lept later. rather a nice gesture on the part of the
toi
Went down for the mail yesterday
morning and then saw Chris off on the taxi, She had
to leave at 10.30 and they picked her up in a truck
as the other twin Cedar was felled in the morning
and so the taxi was on the other side. ‘hen as Phyllis
was having her coffee I stopped and joined her and
we talked so long that I supgested before finishing the
coffee we make it lunch which we did,
I had all my iro-ning to do, not that

it was so much but the clothes were wet from rian in
the night and so had to be dried in the room and of
course I ironed them too soon which makes a harder job,
but wanted to get them out of the way, was just
starténg to make some custard when Mrs Erickeen and
her daughter came in to see if the pantry needed
cleaning etc. I had never had the daughter up so asked
them for tea which we had just finished having, and the
stayed until Fete suddenly appeared. *he room was all
confusion, what with tea dishes, Phyllis and some
painted shells she is making for tree decorations, and
laundry hanging drming, some ironed some not, which
divided the room in half, I had thrown a lot of things
into the bed room when lMrs Erickeen came so that was
nicely messed up too. “uess I will alwsys be in a mess,
Pete want down wifh me to the mail and we were a bit
late for supper , We asked Phullis up as she was all
alone and instead of stew we just cooked the meat that
way and had canned tomatoes, it wasn't a very execiting
meal but It was hard to do much else.

This morning I wss late getting started which




8 nice for & change and it was awfully dark,
Y nished the ironing =2nd cleaned the rooms a bit
and mean't to go down town but wanted to write this
first so it will go to-morrow,

Phyllis is just up so we are going to have
brunch " I guess they call it, but Will answer c
some of your letters first,

Our stove is just like any ordinary coal or
wood cook stove but where the coal box would be are
two 0il burners, sort of likea kerosene stove burner
but it Burns some.cheap grade of oil, mou just turn
it up for more heat and light both burners for a
medium or hot oven, Ours is a2 fine cooker and the
oven bakes so well.

“he other families are Gordon and Chris
Sincleir who live in the one room we were to have
at first. He is in the Air force a corporal in the
maintenance and is a lineman. In the big room under
us i€ Phyllis and Bill Hall, ke is a Lietneant in
the Army, and Christine Swanson aeross the hall from
us who is the School teacher,

Your birthdsy party sounded veryn ice at lMrs

liottes I am gaid that she is feeling better.

Guess you h=d better send the Sht Rev. of Lit.
to Mildred as I don't seem to have time ‘to read them
and would rather read a good book thah be tantalized
by eo-many I ocan't read. “ut we all enjoy hwwing the
Hew Yorkers.

The bathroom downstairs is the real 3 piece one
with toilet like ours that has no water connection,
but a cold water tap in the basin and tub. Our so
called bathroom upstairs is really a hall closet with
a window laking out front but just a tempprary bath
TOom,

Have had lunch with fhyllis and must go down
town now.
Loads of love and will send my next letter
after Christmas from Port Albefni
Love
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