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Tofino,B.C.
“aturday
Jan.8,154&

Deerest Mother,

It is 3.15 and all I have to do is take a sponge
bath before Pete comes home. This morning I started a letter to
fuss and Kitty, ( not finished yet ) made a quick trip down to
send a wire to Jackie, ( a businees Hatter ) back to wash out
6 pairs of stockings and then decided to use the suds for the floor
which I haven't done for ages. listened to0 a bit of opera and then
before the floor was dry enough to put glo coat on we had lunch
with Chris, I waxed it before they had started to do the dishes and
s0 only got in on the tail end of that. Then we all went down for
the weekends meat supply, paid Mrs Ericksen's daughter the rent and
got back to find lMrs E here. I think she is having tea with “hris
for I didn 't offer her any this tige as it would mean the rest of the
afternoon,

Now I am going to read over some of Your letters and
answer any questions. You haven't sent that list as yvet but I know
there has been the odd auestion,

t is now Sunday morning and I am listening to the
Philamonic while Pete has gone sketching, I don't want to scueeze
out my paint until I am gaught up on other things. Yesterday as I
was writing this Phyllis called that tea was ready, Mrs Erickson had
gone and we had a quick tea ourselves in Chrises room. Chris is
expecting her baby in March and wae feeling laxy, but so was I
yesterday, and for no good reason.

Now to those questions, Jesp.was ocuite right when
she heard that the west coast of ?ancouve?ﬂﬁﬁﬁgéhelled, and some Maddd
stations even mentioned Tofino, for it was north of us. However it
was evidently some practige shooting from a merchant ship,(I guess
you would call it that ) lhey are supposed to tell the authorities
when they will be holding practise but there was something funny about
this, The boys were sure it was going to cancel théér leaves, but we
thought berhaps they did it just to see how on the alert the defenses
are, I have forgotten if I told you about it in my letters. We didn't
know anything about i6 until Mr Guthrie asked us Sunday morning if we
had heard anything about there having been an alert the night before.
Had it been important the boys would habe been called back.Even the
Sinclaris who were at the dance had heard nothing so we thought it
was a rumot until later we heard about it from the news broadcasts.
They said that in Vancouver and Vietoria all the Service men were
called out of the theaters etf and leaves cancelled. Lhere was an
alert right down the coast to SanFrancisoco. much like the one they
had on the east coast Christmas eve.

Don't you worry about me running ud =nd downstaies
its good exercise, and as for the pails they are the small size to
fit in the cupboard and not heavy. The idea of the pull out the
window is allright except thet our windows owverlook a lot of bushes
and a sort of ravine so you can't get under our windows. I have poured
wash water out the window once or twice but it is apt to run down




across FPhyllis window below,

I was reading one of your letters about Barret and Everett
and Pete remarked " You know I have never heard your mother mention
them that they weren't sick " Poor souls they have been ill a good
many years, *“‘ow are Miss Legate and Hurd ? co you ever go a calling
on them ?

The only electric lights in Tofino are from #$keir peoples
own small electric plants. The store has an engine that suns its
refrigerator as well, but the rest of us use Coleman lamps, a
wonderful light but noisy, though after a wkile you never thegink of
of the noise or notice it. I is gasoline and then you pump air into
the tank and then there are mantles you light.Hard to describe but
wa 'y better than kerosewthat smells so, We have one of those in the
bed room for Pete to shave with etc,

The Wards have bought a house in Viectoria but not what they
really want. Cis would like to live there as she loves the flowers
and the climate, but Bam except for wanting Cis to be happy, prefers
Banff as he has his friends and also can work when he likes there
and for himself. They still have their smell house in Banff and I
expect will go back for the summer. They have lived there since
before the last war,

I am glad you found a framed for the little sketchsand thed
you liked it well enough to hang, I noticed in the 5 andl” in Port
Abberni that they had really nice frmes there.

They have no Library here in Tofino, in fact Very few places
in Canada have libraries I believe in the statés it is largely due
to Carneigie that small towns can afford libraries. But ®hat they 4°
have in British Columbia is a library service for the province, several
thousand books,lists of which they send you and you can write for them
to Victoria. All good books but very little ficztiig.exceﬁt for
classiecs. Chris has the list, many are text books. X & & N

We have a young doctor in Tofino. A Bhangyman(2 Nissionary)
and he seems very good, then there are always the Art Force and Army
doctors if they were needed they would help out I think, so don't worry

Clayoquot umed to be considered more important than Tofino
and =0 is on the maps oftener, it is on an island but we are really
connected with Vancouver Island. It is not exactly a large place,
Clayquot , It has one store, a rather nice country hotel where summer
people have stayed and with its beer parloe and just a few houses so
its really smaller than this, Port Alberni is the only big place near
and that is about the size of Concord,

Did I tell you we got the letter from the Sussezm, it is ni ce
to be kmnownby them so they sent it here., We had had reservations
there before deciding to £o to Banff.

I thénk you n=turally thought of our rooms facing the other
way because we are on the water, however this is a “sppt of inlet
fr..om the sea and not the broad Pacific, it is similar to Franehmens
bay on the other side of Kt Desert but looks like Somes Sound in
width and the mountains are about that heighthf opposite us.

I don't know if there would be any duty on figs or dates
You might send them to Pete as a birthday present, I think dates

would be the most useful as our dentist being in Vietoria and if

¥Eh§%% ggedetififour teeth it would be most uncomfortable |




I ?ave forgotten when Pete's birthday is but around the 17th I
think.

+id you read the article sbout Joel ¥upperman(in the Qiz
Kids) in the last readers digest. He is a real boy so they 887 .

In the school there are two teachers and 48 children, 24
in each room of four grades each., Christine teaches the first four
grades,

Reason I can't go with Pete when going on lea-ve is because
he gets a free ride on the R.C.A.F. or Army boat, and only men in the
forces can go on them. They lesve at odd hourstoo but he van often
make better connections than I wan bg the Uchuck. On the New Years
leave they were met in Port Alberni by a convoy of Army trucks
to take them to Nanaime, it also put less strain on the public buses
and trains and worked well.

Do let us know how Cousin Bert likeshis new job. Hppe he finds
it not too hard and difficult at first. Glad he found something.

Yesterday when we went to see Mrs Erickson's daughter she
had one of those large oriental poppies in buff, I rhall watch and
see if it really bdooms. She was surprised herself by its actions at
this time of year, also had a rose half out. The bush below our
window is one with long purple or lavender flowers like = lilac
in the distance, the yellow butterfly= used to love yours. It still
has its leav,-es on and (the dead blossoms, I am wondering what it will
do to get resdy for blooming this year.
Pete hasn't come back yet and it is nearly one thirty
but I know where Be is sketchine as Christine came running in a while
ago to ask if I knew where Pete was as she had suddenly noticed him
on a little hill as she was eating her breakfast,
Must get lunch ready.
Loads of love,

CldBuonce -




Tofino, B.C.
Tuesday, oy
Jan,11,1943,7

Dearest Mother,

Z have had a busy day and no time to write you
as I had hoped, and as Pete is to have a 48, that is the next
two days off I won't be up early enough to wrtie bhefore mail
time to-morrow,.
. Might as well tell you zbout 2 My Dgy "
+here was a real flale last night, they blow in squals or gusts
and hard enough to skake the house, then it raine and the rain
drives in the smallest crack the window is open. It was still
stormy this morning and raining and blowing when I went out with
the pails, the crows and gseagulls were hungrier than ever, I am
always a bit fearful thet they will get too excited directly over
my head!

I wrote & letter to Pete's mother and then started
washing early, had sosked all the cotton things over night so they
washed easily but I had guite a bit, all the things we had worn
when on our tr#p as there was no chance to wash them out en route.

I find one isn't tempéed to change cloths Vvery often when you wash
them your selfl! Half way through,the oi% tank on the stove ran out
which meant rubber boots rain coat end Sou mestar®ang an umbrells to

keep the water from getting into the tank,”H didn't dediy
me much and I mansged to wash a whole line of thinge before Chris
had Iunch resdy, then I washed the silk things like four blouses
and three glips ete after lunch and had the line on the porch filled
upe. I thought the weather was clearing and the wind would dry them
but instead it poured. Then feeling so set up at finishing the wash
I decided to make an apple pie for supper and in the midst of that
Mr Arnet came to fix Chrietine's stove and I was to let him in and
explain things to him until she came home from echool, he came sharp
at 3.30. I didn't expect to go down town but just as I was about
ready to put the pie in and had the oven just right, Chris came back
from town to say that there was fresh salmon at the €tore but that
the meat part usually closed at five. I managed to make the left over
pie erust into tarts and got scollopped potatoes ready =nd a few more
things, took the pie out at 4.45 and was at the store just on the dot
of five. Got the slamon allright and it was about the best aalmon
I ever tasted, a nice thibek slice , also got & bottles of soft drink
just a cup in each they are so small, and a money order, Was back
by 5.30. burn't the rubbish as it had momenaritly stopped raining
and then brought in nice fresh rain water from the tubs that are under
the drips. also took down all the silk thinge and put =11 the very
wet cotten and wool ones that had been rinsing in the rain, on the
line on the porch. the line being so rusty one has to tear little
bits of paper to put under the clothes pins so the cloths won't
get rumated. It was six when this was finished and I had just 1it the
lamp when Pete ceanme,

He has just heard that he is an L.A.C. ( leading




Aireraftsman ) it just came out in D.R.0Os which makes it official,
it is his first promotion and he really should have had it sooner
had he not missed his trade test la st surmer. He also heard that
he got his B grouping in photography by psssing his test last fall,
He still has a step to go to be a corporal ! By the way the Royal
Canadian Air Force is no more the Army than the Havy is. The three
services are entirely seperate up here and in England too. so

it sounds just as funny to say that George Parsons likes Army life
as it is to say that Pete does. I know it is hard to remembe# for
it is different in the states.

We had a real mesl to-night. consomme, fiied salmon
scolloped potatoes and spiced beets and apple pie and the usual tea,
We had some delicious tomatoe pickles we bought and finished a few
daye ago, last night we had beets and so I put the ones left over
in the pickle liguid and they were delicious, mirht Just as well
have been pickled originally.

and now to bed.
loads of love,

Cﬁﬂmd}¢d4
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Tofino,B.C.
Thursday ,
Jan,313,1544

Dearest Mother,

Your letter came yesterdsy telling
ug that Russ expected wWifH to be with you for a few
nights this week and we were 80 glad to head it. It
will make all the difference to you in shortening the
winter with such = high light.and one chance for you
to have him to yourself,for the visit last summer
must have been rather hectic. Does it mean that now
the heasdquarters have mdved he may be up quite oftenf
that would be nice,

Fete has had ppor weather for his 48,
Sunday was a perfect day and he made a nice sketch
and hoped to do some more yesterdsy and to-day, but
vestegday was awfully stormy and windy, too much to
even stand on the porch and paint. We went domn town
to give Mr Enott the spare tire which has a bad cut
and hes to go to Por6é Alberni to be vulcanized.lhen
I spent the afternomn ironing and Pete read. This
morning it was raining but very dull so as we were
late getting up we only had _time to make a telephone
call to the garage man in Port Alberni sbout the tire.
It took some time as first the telegraph man was out
and then it took him a good 15 or 20 minutes to get
central and then sometime before the connection was &g
good enough to hear. This afternoon Pete tried another
sketch though it was getting stormy again and now it
é4s raining. *his is the sort of weather we expected
to have most all winter so we shouldn't mind. :

I never did tell you much about our trij
back., It was nice and restful on the triin as it was
snowing a good part of the dgy. We got into Vancouver
on time and having two house made the most of them,
retting stretchess at the Art store and I did an
erand at the Bay, then we went to the Art Galery as
I wanted Pete to see the exhibdition of silk screen
paintings.He has seen most of them but not all to-
gether. It is quite an ides. some special method of
reproduction on cardboard and gives the effect of
paintings. Various well Imown artists in Eastern
Canada donated pictures to be reproduced asnd others
are taken from well known Canadian pictures, all oil
paintings. They were done for the Army and Air Force
messes in England and this country and that is where
Pete has seen them as decorations, they are about
the size of yuur‘bcdward or bigger. However lMondsys
the place was cdosed which we might have known, so




we just had time to ssy hello to Dorothy Whyte and
eghe gave us a jar eabh of “herries and Haspberries
which I had helped her put up last summer. fe were
not too enthusiastic at first as it was one more parcad
but after tasting the cherries changed our minds they
are wonderful the best I ever tasted.Are the kind thsay
use for Marachino cherries and have aguite the flavor
in a delicate wayv.

ihe C.P.R.boat was jammed going to Nanaimo. we wee
among the first but couldn't find a se at except to
take folding chairs and set them up in the aisle betwe
the benches. It is a big boat too carrging a good
many hundred.We took turns going for a bite to eat
I starting at 11.30, we could get a sandwich and coffe
and pie, very good. Before getting to Nani&imo we went
out near the place to ret off for we were anxious to
get on the bus to reach Port Alberni over an hour
before tht train gets in., We were awfully lucky for thee
was a lady seeing another lady off and she gave me her
seat, Pete had to get a ticket and so this lady sat in
his seat until he got back, they didn't want to sell
him a ticket but he insisted that he had a seat so they
did. and it was nicer getting in earlier., Even then
Pete had to share heis seat with a soldier and two
others had to stand and one sat on the step inside.

The next day Pete didn't go until noon and as
it was rainy I didn't do wery much, looked around the
stores for one or two things. Then I left the fodlowing
morning on the Uchuck. It was jammed, mostly men, 45
in the tiny cabin and every seat taken., They are just
wooden alated seats and suprisingly comfortable to sit
in from 8 in the morning until 2 in the afternoon. They
gort of curve from seat to back and three people can
git on one seat with three opposite, your knees touchim
Iuckily the man next me on one side suggested opening
the porthope as the smoke was getting pretty thixek
from so many smoking, and the man on my other side
under the window didn't seem to object sitting in a drdy
all the way, nor did I. I merely buttoned up my coat
and was glad of the fresh air when it started to be
rou before Bamfield. It was a gorgeous day after a
snowstorm the night before and the snow was quite low
on the mountains, but it wa- too chilly sittins on deck
I read most all mornine and then had ‘a deliciousham

sandwich and coffee At Bamfield I went on deck $or
the trip of nearly two hours across to Ucluelet in the
trogigh of the rollers coming in from the Pegific. The
nicest Indian lady came out too, she was coming to
Tofino with a couple of neices to wvigit her father and
mother for the first time in 4 year=. She had a nice
fir coat and was very much a lady. An Airman's wife
=at out there too until she got too cold and they both
went in, but I stuck it getting more congealed by the
mintte, before long the girl dag?e%hgut and was sick 0W
vver my shoulder and the stern " Yboat




and another pasgenger was sick as we came in to the
harbor, I know I would have been had I gone inside
but as it was I ate raisons and dry crackers and
didn't feel a gualm though it was pretty rough. Next
day it stormed so I certainly was lucky., ¥Mr Knoit
and the taxi were there, a pilot officer and his wife
were in the front seat, theee men on the back seat,
I chose the jump seat and a great big irishman had tle
wooden box with a blue pillow which was the other
Jump seat as more than one can use it in a pineh, I
believe 13 is the most passengers he has carridad, the
car is an old Cadilac that has seen better days, and
the shock absorbers have quit already so you hit the
bumps quite hard. We took the couple to their cabin
on Long beach which was a new experience as we Just
drove off the highway on a little trail sort of road
of 100 febt and then just drove down the beach about
a mile, the sand is hard enough and you go auite
fast. They were headed for the only tourist cabins in
the place, built in a little clearing sheltered from t
the b each by the thick shrubby trees that line the
beach. I was home by 3.30 so that was good time.

Did T tell you the shock I had going out.
A young W.D. ( girl in the Air force ) Womens Division
it is called ) was in the taxi with me going to
Uclulet, We were both polite sbout going through
first, she was young and very pretty, and finall

we got out she said to me " You know I feel that you
should go first as you remind me of ¥ my mother."

I could hardly wait to tell Pete and how the family
1augh?d at home. I didn't think I looked as o0ld as
that !

Pete had to come in as it started raining and
now is another storm with wind and rain, you can never
tell from one minute to the next what the weather will
do here, but the variety is intere=sting.

Loads of love

C‘mﬁm




Tofino,
B+C.
Jan.15,1944,

Dearest Mother,

I am going to write this letter way
ahead of time as often I have to go down specially
Monday mornings to catch the mail and it sort of
cuts into the mornings, and I hope to start painting
again next week, so it won't really leave Tofino
until the 17th.

I also will send brck Russeld's
and Kstty's letters a few at a time as I am so0
afraid they might get lost and it would be too bad
to lose all =2t once if they did, We do enjoy reading
them. Did you know that you never sent the list of
questions that you have spoken of so often. I try to

answer those in the letters but of course it is three
weeks from the time you ask them until you get the
answer. some I can't answer,like drawing plans. but .
sometime can explain it better when I see you.Won

Did I tell you that we have primros
blooming on the banking at the back of the house 9
and the shrubs are starting to grow new leaves but the
they are not the sprin~ green ones, sort of a dull
green, There is also an oriental poppy that shows
bright red &n the bad. Evidntly the flowers and
plants get all mixed up and are apt to do anything.

Yes there was snow in Banff, not a
geeat deal sbout four inches. The only part of the
trip back I couldn't make with Pete was the boat trip
from P ort Alberni.to Ucluelet. and Pete can g0 on
the Air Force or Army boat but civilians are naturally
not allowed to travel on them. so I had to wait for
the mail boat that goes three times a week.

Too bad about Pete Palmer but hope
he is fine now, has Cob left yet for Overseas ?

You sent us some Boy Pancake or
Muffin flower but I haven't tried it yet. will soon.
You also sent us the little package of Ace Instant
broth. Pete always likes a wup first thing when he oem
comes home in the evening and we each have a cup of
coneorme, or Court Boullion ( Campbigtls and very good)
or boulion cubes while the rest of supper is getting
finished.llaybe e I didn't thank you for them, but I
didn't make a list of the presents you sent just
remembered when I wrote you from Port Alberni.

We are now having as bad weather as
we had good weather previously, it scems to depend ont
the wind, which rises and falls very abruptly and can
blow good and hard and rain hard too., I am rather glad




of a chance to get things like Wwetters written
and am going to try and work up some of my sketches,
when it was nice I hated to stay in,

Must go now so it won't be too dark when
I get Wack. Next week I think I am géing to have to
give up having lunch with the girls as it takes too
long to suit me., Chris is doing enough havinga baby
in a courle of months and Phyllis is catching up on
sleep, but as her husband doesn't come home every
night she doesn't cook as mueh as Chris and I do.
She smokes and they both like to sit over a meal
I hate to leave them all the dishe=to do so have to
sit too. If I am paimting I can Juet use that a= =
good reason and actually it will be the main reason
for my not having more time.

Loads of love,

QIRaNwg




Tofino,B.C.
Tuesday,night
Jan,18, 1944,

Dearest Mother,

I had hoped to write you this afternoon but never
got a chance so now it is 8 0'clock and I am preety anxious to get
back to " Winter Harbo r " whéth I am enjoying ever so much, I think
it much better than " We took to the woods " whééh I just finished.
The latter is rather drawn out whereas the former says so much more
in a few words, Also the setting apesls to me -moxre than then the
Rangely lakes. We are also enjoying the large box of Shraft candy
whéth we have been saving, having gotten to the last of the caramels
Mildred sent. I wrote her soon after we got ®ack from New Years,

We are having the weather that we had expected but it
is pretty steady and pretty wet. To-day it has come down so steadily
that everything is swimming, the paths are like brooks and the road
is covered with water.and behind the house little water falls off the
banks, it is fine for rinsing the clothes,the system being to give
them one rinse after washing and let Mother Nature do the rest on the
line, it wirks well until the wind starts blowing and the line goes
swinging over t o the bushes sometimes catching an apron string or
g pant leg. Then the idea is to bring them in and hang them on the
porch where anyone walking along to oufr house front door is apt to
have the pant lege wrap themselves round their necks, all wet and
clammy, or long underwear can get one quite involved,l seemed to
spend most my day in doing or thinking of the laundry. I was up
early ( as ususl ) and started the water as soon as it was light
enough, it was coming down so fast there was no difficulty in filling
a pail any time and such nice soft c¢lean water) I now use the coleman
lantern in the pantry and can see to wash, I discovered that there
were so0 many shadows being cast that no wonder the necks never looked
clean ! I made good headway this morning but next week I am going to
wash Wednesdays instead of Tuesdays, as Chris had left her clothes on
the line last night and they were wetter this morning than when she
put them out, so I had to wait until she had shifted them onto the
porch line and they never really dried there, However she moved some in
to finish drying in her kitchen and after coming home this afternoon
from a trip to Mre Knotis I transfered mine onto the ﬁnrch,%uch a wet

__Jjob. One of the worst jobs is hanging them on the line.d® Where id

J\{ is near the porch is a terrific drip and so as I put then on , and
later took them off,I managed to get 211 the drips up my sleweves, I
had on our sou'wester, rubber boots and raincoat but my arms inside
were wet to the elbow.and my hands were not very hot and dry. It is
all a good experience only I am not very ouick, I took all the clothes
off the outside line wringing them well, then found there wasn't
room enough on the porch line g0 had to put ha¥f of them back, the
ones that wouldn't hurt to catch on the bushes.and if theis rain keeps
up we will spend the next few days dodging drying underwear in the
kitchen,




I didn't meean to write you so much about the laundry but it
is one of the big events of my week.

his—mftornoeon-after lunch with Chris and Yhyllis,and when
Phyllis happeded to mention that Mrs Lowry had told her that she
would leave"such and such"with her " when she and Mrs Evans came
to see peu" I only knew that Mre Evane was coming sometime but of
all afternoons, I had to tell Stella that Pete wanted to get geas
tonight so she would be ready when he stopped, so Chris an 4 I
walked up there to the Knots after lunch, took all our sheets to
be washed|I brought back a nice wet one to dry here) then we called
in to see Mr Ike sbout a house Chris wants when she returns with
the baby, and then to see another girl to give her a letter, she has
this house at present so Chris was anxious to see it. Then T dashed
dovn town to get a tap for Ph¥liis for her oil drum and some steak
for dinner, I didn't teke my string bag and just going between the
two stores the tins broke through the paper bag in spiteof an
umbrella, that bag is wonderful I usually take it, When I got
back I found that my callers didn't come much io my relief and so
ended by having tea with the girls after strugeling with“tHe fwash,

Yesterday I made three trips down town on various errands and
the last for the mail, it rained hard only in the morning, a2nd then
all night, Sunday it rained all day long steady and we only went out
when emptying the pails, Washed my haf#t snd read a bit.

Now for that book, To date no list of guestions but if

time will go through some letters in the morning., m}
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Tofino, B.C.
Thurs, Jan,20,1944,

Dearest Mother,

+his really will be a short note for I don't want
to go down to-morrow morning £ the mail, Christine is sick with
the flu and hhat has sort of kept us busy. Not that she is wery sick
¥rgyY but just enough to be in bed ( just here a little boy aged
two came upstairs,his mother is calling on Phyllis and luckidy
called him for otherwise I would have had a hard time getting rid
of him ) I em also making orange marmaledea and have made chocolate
custard and when the marmaledeis finished I will just have time to
go doen town and back in time for supper, at least to get supper
ready.

Yesterday I made soup for Christine and did the odd
things for her and this morning she ha-d breakfast in here about
RAL/BP Ten-thirty but I was firm with myself and had my lunch up
here by myself using the excuse that I manted to paint But I never
teally got started, I will to-morrow morning if the light is good,
Instead I did all the things I have mean't to do for some time,
like putting new red checked oilecloth on the table I cook on, you
Imow mix on? and on the top of the boxes that I have for extra
cupboard space, and with bright blue curtains for doors it is
guite pretty but now I need to get some unbleached muslin which
I will try and find this afternoon to go where the last of lrs
Ericks -ens gay chintzes are on the big closet in thés room.
brought back a piece of homespun to cover the bed or cot in the
kitchen and it all is a great improvement,

Guess you won't mind a short letter like this but
otherwise I won't get back in time to haek bake the thing I am
going to have for supper, The Marmalade is finished tastes good
I made two big jars,

Loads of love,

e .




Tofino,B.C,
Sat.Jan.22,1944,

T 1
HfJeareEt HOLhexs e is Pete's birthday, I can never remember the

exact day and usually have to look a2t an old Passport to find out
but this year he brdéke down and told me after much teasing. so I
+ Was able to get him a present, a totem pole, about 18 inches high,
and then last night much to my surprise his January liguor purchase
arrived‘unexpecteﬁy by mail for the first time and not on the
“Maquina, so I saved that =s a surprise and he had a card and note
from his mother, This morning after he had left and it was still
rather dark I started making his birthdev cake, two white layers
and I have some sweetened conddbed milk to mske chocolate frosting
without having to use sugar. The cakes look pretty good,so last time
it was not just beginners luck. The oven is a little small for two
layer=s so one side burns a bit but the frasting will cover that.
Yesterday I started painting, not very succesfully
but it was a start anyway, Had my lunch up here and worked away as
best I could. Chris and I had been invited to Mayy Roset to tea,
she lives near by, dowm or up the beach, I don't know which you would
call it. We went about four but for some reason she didn't start
making the tea until we had been there quite a while, though I had
told her when I eccepted that I had to go ¥or the mmil. Then when
she did etart her neighbor came in much worried about her 3 ¥—-eaxr
old daughter who she had walked down town and back with 2 cold and
she felt so eick when she got her home she wanted to go to bed and
the mother was afraid she would have hysterics which the child is
subject to., The father is in the Air force and wouldn't be home
until Monday night and she couldn't leave the two children to go for
the doctor. Poor thing she evidently does &ll the wrong things for
the child, I said I would go up and see if the Doctor would come
when I went for the mail, so I just drank a cup of tea and ate =
couple of peanut sandwuciches ( we can get peanut butter now, sbout
a dozen jars in town, maybe more.) and then I went dashing first to
the hospital and then to the mail where there were two large pRECels
1t was raining but I managed to get them all home without their
disintegrating .

Yot back 1o find that the chicken lMrs Olson had
given to Chris to cook and make soup for Christine out 0§. hed
not cooked much in the oven and so Fhyllis had it in her$™&nd was
trying to 8o it. They wanted us to eat with them, so it ended by
all of us(except Bill who doesn't come home more than 3 night s a
week ) ha-ving a chicken supper down in Phyllis apartment, Christine
is up and about and feels f-ine again, It was late when we ate and
later when the dishes were washed, then Gordon came up with a little
whiskey he had saved from Christmax to share with Pete and they
talked to-gether. I sort of had an idea that Gordon's idea is for th
the men fto go off by myeief them-selv s so I sat down stairs until
our bedtime. But it was a vAery nice evening altogether,

Carmine is nice isn't it,this afternoon? I have just
finished lunch down at Chris's amd am going to paint now or at least




try. I got your letter about Hussgll's visit, and where he says
that I must come Bast for a month or two this spring or summer,
I shan't make any promises at this time but will do rmy best. One
never knows when Pete might be moved to some station where I
couldn't go, but while he is here I shall be here too. More than
likely it will all work out so I can do what will work in with
Russell 's plans but I can't promise,

Loads of love to you all _

a Fal "

- — L]
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Tofino,B.C.
Monday ,Jan.24,1944,

Pearest Mother,

p. The time certainly flys and here it is the last week
of January. I hope to do better this month and be real determined
about Painting, I tried not too successfully last wéek and this
morning worked on a picture and got it drawn in, then had my lunch
.before the others came near me. It looks a bit as if I were rather
abdof but it is the only way to have much time to myself for one
can't just sit down any time and turn out a picture,you have to feel
like it and in the mood. I Suppose some people can paint at eertain
hours and every dsy and get results but I know I can't. I did try
a skeich,after my lunch,on the front porch and then ¥gd it was too
cold 80 as I came in a2nd the girls were finishing their lunch they

called would I like a cup of tea? I couldn't resist the temptation
and took my cup and saucer down, but they got talking and I couldn't
leave very well and then when it came time to do the dishes it was
prettly mean to go and leave them to it having drunk their tes go I
helped and of course there were their breskfast dishes too and thensa
as we were doing them Mrs Ericksen came in and so I didn't paint any
more, I probably wouldn't have any way but I didn't do much else eik
either exce-pt empty pails etes I should have written letters but
to-morrow meybe can do that if it is too cold to work outside. I

am going to wash on Wednesdays now, that will give me two days at th,
beginning of the week and then rost of Thursday and Fridsy as I

can iron before it is light enough to paint. It was so dark on
S~aturday that I actually cquldn't paint.

Yesterday,was 'rather diseppointing, we went up and
worked on the parking space and got caught in several -showers and
in the afternoon it rained more than it shone so we ended by sitting
and reeding, It is the best change for Pete though he did want to
sketch and even went up to the spot he had picked.Soon it will stay
light late enough to maybe sketch after éupper for last night we ate
our six o'clock supper without lightine the lamp.It got pre®ty dakk
for dessert,

At lMary Roses the other sfternoon she was talking
about a discussion group they are trying to start for the Air force
couples in Tofino. They did try a bible class once a week with the AR o
Padre leasding the discussion,or whatever it was,but as very few
turneéd up they decided to try a more popular subject, We akk asreed
that we preferred staying home with our husbands and we also sgreed
that our husbands liked an evening at home best, they see enough of
the Air foree during the day time, also don't like to have to shine
up and change and so I am afraid that the ones who want 8 discussion
class are not getting much support from us,

-9 el o o W

,Mﬁq-'ﬁé- m_a'ck' WY
| A&$ ﬂﬂﬁ?&-%i—‘% Fﬂﬂ Gfﬁﬁ l:jizgh’ﬂiuu T}
%QAJE}*%A\ omuf uga1idax~;LU¢1 &itA " Tﬁkxmqamu*j,




~ MMM DA “"-‘-ﬂ- A et mﬂfb%‘km\b

h@m d(_;.\& MNR oL&Ub*D wuu, ,




T;&;:ma.rﬁ L.
T *@J__l":"w ¥ 194y,

%ﬂ%q%
m Q)\\Q,\_Gq ‘ .éﬁ..:\..-i,—f)ﬁ.\, W H‘\’Wﬂ'b
i‘-\”\E %\L\Hx “—&-\AE e w‘x
~hmo‘,ﬁzmxw‘~b-’\»ﬂﬁ-m%°~ km‘
e s.m‘? oWy uM\*
y IIIH\II
"‘.". ':'\G'!_\,»QM m 'k’
&
Mwﬂum »mﬁu.,? Q&\lﬁam v N‘"‘ m\ l
M*f.u % Jl}u\,mh WS > WU"L
5&? cu Q \,Lm g\ m "&& 3ﬁ"\ﬁ

'L 3 WAL ::f.A.uw *’3\.1 "ﬁ\chﬂw e

,:a.pwuxm,.,,\ WAL UL XY\“W &\%‘

:hf.ww -&w "‘q‘u@ "‘h:,\,u,
~ “\5& 45\ iumﬁ. M g

jh.e Lx"*%‘mm "\-“ww "'\,M "1

X 51@‘\,&,&.«2\\\ Qe 1y \j

EL{}L{T maﬁq \m m nm “ﬁﬂw\ .
SV SRR Beo muw‘s el u:oju
%ﬁé\w Tﬁw«; J RN .J\,\.;U.,,\Q ™ "éi.\g
STV ¥ m\h( %‘f%] W ":rr 'Lm 0 xow”

\
|




S e & WS

—

el M AN m« MMT jﬁ\aw
W”E}w wht‘»q “ad ;ﬁ?‘j‘* N Q&* M
3“}”“"‘ Wbmwa\ﬂw %M &wn 306%.2 N O
-U-A-T"m M..% N % ﬂtué? w«»«e Wowe
Y Tﬂm Q@»M m SJRAL R - Lk»,w{ *JJ“T

O\ - )
Wik Ok REAY
\k}. o u':l ﬂ\"-u.'s-ﬁ.. *&,ﬂ«.\, **Kw'kau “j"

a—m.,a éuu_ oW QI; &cx_ul“:
Mmm“ 'gww_:q Y &’ M"Q“
&W uux Q @{\.\Etﬂ_(\ %&u MAS, BM
a® Quuxedh

mm‘hbn & &_:\mm&af N

*ﬁ.}i\ x—mw: oW ;»-u\:a,. W ‘:kak ;\'&CMM
Jf&:q C}»M B & Nw a:ml *H'"- ﬁuﬁa »

PR S

'\ '\.M.! I"."
Cu,\».u_ X "-ED “M»fw ?3»\%\4

\ “3‘1 mﬁMﬁ "I'Jﬁ’ &5 “uq‘*\kb"ﬁ»ﬂ-‘b
mnj Mu \NE\CLM 0\ (Wep

\ u\.,w'u..'.c

1-—

¥ 0 e 3 Qad Q«\@
,-—mx QSus ) ‘?\T‘iu..u Ny Wy QAN
| op

er
a.-bw W lu...uj,( \ ’\f\\,..‘\_"-m WA ﬁ\l HLQM"\,'U. @l
™

Yol @x WAl ::'r O. WAR&SD ~ Jbbm \qu&i xﬁh_\x
;%(y\m Sa m&h me; mu




, ™

2 :__.. \ I':_‘.'- - 'i-l l‘ ‘\.:‘-I I: _:-._I

Q TM::M\_\ &-.‘“-\.LC'.LA\ ‘-'(.k.:‘_a_.*'- \'\.&,t"‘”\kd\ MC’\MA-LW
b T \_A-k._.t\_x-‘h_-.k “-‘\uu-u.e"«.‘.._h_.\_,::u ™ \ l'
ol . 4
b ‘3\-\#"\_,\__.., \_,-\,.U\_ ""']'\_\.u -:;'e-)\ '
\'\‘u\ hm&,,u m.,a. x.y "‘l"‘“wh.

W
o l'l,, :-W-'_\'-:..t;__. W

akwa_& D Eﬂ‘"—'{.«\

-

"}\..\km.}ﬁ.‘.\_, = -ﬂ.‘\n.,\#\,"ﬂ;

SRR T
v\.x-_ll x.\,»u\.;,.,\,., \.A__-.._,x_’_‘;. MJ &k,‘ ‘*‘(:.‘ —)T\.Mux.:_,:'.
QB '.‘-“.'

1) le' _,._.,g\_, ﬂt\m w:\*\,{j} ‘*ilk"l_,t,_w #\Ll&:ktf;%x
-*\d-u\.x. Cl,_,\..{ .

u‘t‘\am% U:wj\ é&,‘&.\ : %Lm G _MA
- AR RN 2 e
Mouj\ 28§ “-ﬂu\.,\,lk"‘ —my 5y &:;_m LAACAYD
"’“\“\*“v W, —x\.-'\f"‘” WA

| "{k CANDSE
) n 3
Num gs . o %a"‘lﬁ. o Nope ©

Na
= SV QN RYLY




Tofino, B.C.
Sunday ,
Jan, 30,1944,

Dearest lMother,

It is almost time for the Quiz Kids but I will
iry to get a letter typed to you if I don't hit too many wrong
keys.

Ye have had a resl nice Sundsy it being such a
gorgeous day, it is either good or bad with very few days ordinary
maybe it is the comparison that makes the nice days so lovely,
This morning there was frost on the ground but more like an early
autumn frost, and the sun is starténg to have Beat in it. ( Pete's
aunt writes from Vietoria that their early Eaffodils are out and
the enow drons and crocuses are out, wish Yoncord had = climate
like thet for you ) We went up to the car =nd Roland, (one o1 the
boys that Pete takes Wack and forth) came along to help fix one
of the shock absorbers that was troubling them. He drives a truck
in the Air Force and knows a lot about such things, He is a Feench
Canadian boy and has the cuietest manner and a beautiful low wvoice,
He used to work in the mines in Sudbury but isn't what you would
expect a miner fto be particularly.His wife has a nice wvoice too
they have two little girls. Well we worked on the car, I doing the
looking on. =nd then Pete and I walked home around about looking fo
for spots to sketch from, coming back along the beach as the tide
was low, It was rather fun as we walked wey out and it was as if
we were in a boat, you get such a different idea of the land from
way out, and the houses along the shore up the road seem so near
for it is quite a little way by road and just a few steps at low
tide alonz the shore. Another funny thing that I may never have
S AREADReE Pefore is that_there iz no smell at low tide, not like
e —— the marsh land on the way to Portland or any of the
places that one thinks of on the Atlantic, also the Pacific doesn't
have the delicious salt smell the Atlantic has, maybe it has some
thing to do with the se=a weeds,

It was so nice that Pete thought Ite might drive to a
place known as licLesn's Wharf, where there is some talk of a place
one could live, He also wanted to adjust the motor when it was

warm and so we asked Gordon and Chris to go with us and we ha#ff
e nice ride, it felt like a pre gas rationed Bundgy. Didn't think

ties of living there Dl AN D+
o 1) '
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Tofino,B.C.
Tues.Feb,1,1944,

Dearest Mother,

It is now one and I have finished the wash and
lunch, Phyllis is leaving Friday morning and wants to start off
clean so wants to wash to-morrow and so I did 1to-day. It was dark
this morning and as I hadn't very much to wash decided to o it
thie morning, it took me just two hours which isn't bad, that of
course doesn't count the hauling of the water wefore. The time goes
so fast &kEk that last week I evidently missed changing a few thing
and had only three towells instead of four, but also I am getting
a better system and can wring quicker than I used to be able to,
‘hen they wanted me to have lunch with thmm and it didn't seem as
if it could take much longer so I did. It is the sitting over a
cup of tea and a cigatette that takes the time, but we have now
finished the dishes and all, I can do my own lunch in an hour and
¢lean up too.

Yesterdsy I had to go down town early to mail a
letter,registered mail, but was back soon after ten and started
sketching, the days are getting longer now and it makks it better.
then in the afternoon I worked some more on the picture and cleaned
the room a bit and figured out Income Tax things and then it was ta

time to go for the mail. I went with the others and so it took a
bit longer, then Pete was home earlier than he has been all week
which was nice.

The eveampges go very fast, we try to eat about 6,15
and finish the dishes a little after seven but it is 9.30 when we
start for bed as a rule, as 5.30*@%%&5 pretty quick, That is just
t¥o hours you might eay so no wonder we don't get much time for
reading as some nights we have business letters we have 1o write
and other times there are programs we like to listen to. Do you cas-
ever get Alec Templeton in the Cresta Blance program, it is
Thursdays at 7.30 our time over C.B.S.

That certainly was a well w ritten letter from Gale
and I will retutn it promptly , you only sent ome. That was
amusing about Elizabeth Parsons being called out of church and
every one thinking of George, but cuite naturald

Chris is going down town so I will give her this to
mail and save a trip m-yself as I don't really need any thing and
maybe can work on_a picture when they are all out. It is less
distracting when I am alone and the house aiiet and I like to have
time to paint it all when I once start and not have to leave it haff
finished or it dries in .

Not much of a letter but will send it 2long anyway
and hope to have time to answer yours in my next.

“eaps of love bo you all,

Caﬁ\w




+ofino, B.C.
Feb,5,1944,

Dearest Mother,
5till in a rush, not even a chance to read my
Christmas books. I try hard to paint each morning but haven't
done very well this week, it was dark at times yesterdsy and
‘to-day also interruptions,
Tuesday I had an extra gob of chasing cows out
of the yard. I had been sketching in the morning, no I hadn't
either, I had washdd, and was upstairs writing when I heard
bells, at first I thought it might be the change of wind and
the school bell but it was too close for that,snd sure cnough
the cows had strolled along the beach and under the gate that
wasn't up. Mrs Ericksen always puts the board across the opening
inthe fence to the beach,and we invaribly get tired ducking under
with our hands full of pails, and so take the board down, we thought
she wax just being fussy. However I know now she is right. One cow
was well inside eating the long grass and the other had half of
her in, I went running out saying"shoo" and the half a cow backed
out but the other payed no attention. I felt awfully foolish and
ineffectual standing there sgying " shoo " and"get out"and the
cow just kept on eating, I got a stick and hit it a couple of times,
evidently not hard enough, but the darned animal felt so solfd
that the stick just bounced off. I didn't dare leave in case she
came in futther and at last she took it into her heed to leave
and I said another " shoo" and out she went, whereupon I put up
three boards in a hurry before she decided to come back. Later
Chris said she would have been scared as one of the cows has been
known to chase people and actually tossed a little two or three
year old girl we koow over the ¥Nedge., I =hall see that the bosard
stays un! Mre Ericksen told me to-day that the oriental porpy bloomed
and there were nine other buds and then one day that same cow,
. leaned over the fence and ate them all, such is gardening in Tofinol
Yesterdeay we were invited to tea at Mrs Lowry's but
Mr Evans { who's house they live in ) had flu and Chris an d Phullis
didn't care to expose them-smelves to it and so lrslLoyry was to come
over here whth her sandwiches and cake she had made and the other
guest, a lrs Robertson, We were to have tea at Chrises as there are
more chairs there. I sketched inthe morning trying to paint larch
trees and it didn't work, and then at lunch time I made a cake with
browvn sugar to try it out. Had just finished and taken it out of
the oven and as it was three decided to wash up and then work on tax
figures until tea time, when Stella and Nrs ¥nott came to call, I
had asked them to drop 1n naifﬁfrrw coffee with them so often so
I naturally was glad to qee them and made them tea and we had tThe
last of Russ and Kitty's “hristmas caske ( I had promised to save for
Mrs Xnott ) and some DF my fresh cake. Poor Chris, they had dpopped
in there first and she knew she couldn't manare them all so sent them
on up here. lirs Ogden alsc came, she is a slodiers wife boardings




at the ¥notts. By the time they left it was after four and I

had time to wash up a little ang £0 down and €at a piece of cake
before their party downstairs brake up. then we all went down
to-gether for the mail, but it doesn't leave much time for one to
cook supper. However Pete seems to enjoy anythinc I have whic!
makes it nice cooking for him. goodness lmows what I would do
were he fussy,

It took me all afternoon to figure out the information
to send Mr Edwards for mvy tax returns, there is so little room here
to spread out papers and I am always having to moves them to eat.
How I must go down town and mail this, Got a nice letter from you
last night and the one of Usles enclosed will send it brek s
nothing will happen to it, how old is she now?

loads of love
2

Q el harinns’




Tofino, B.C.
Sunday ,Feb.6,1944

Dearecst Mother,

Bundays do ro so fast and yet we don't do such a
lot, We usually slgep until it is light and we don't need the lamp
for brezkfast, and then esit over our breakfast, Pete paintéd on a
sketch all day in the bedroom and I did a bit of experimehting
with chocolate custard made out of custard powder and cocoa, and
we had dehydrated ®aked beans for lunch cooked in the preesure
cooker only they got a bit mushy but tasted not bad, Pete sgys it
is the kind they evidently have at the camp, I was anxious to try
~them, % ey are really supposed to be baked in the oven but a hot
oven would have made the room a bit too warm,

Yesterday was rainy, I worked on a shetch of larch
trees from one we made summer before last, you learn a lot working
from sketches and it is the way to build up larger pictures. The
light was too dark at times, I started by eating hot cakes and
coffee with Christine about nine thirty and then paintédeuntil
about noon, had a guick lunch and worked some more until it was
too dark about three and decided to go down town and if the light
w as better when I got back I would paint some more, however after
I got my big boots on #ke-1if =nd my raincoat and hat it lightened
a bit and so I took all but the boots off and painted a bit, Then
I went down and shopped and had just gotten ¥ack and finished
washing the brushes when Mrs Harris ( who is moving in downstairs)
came with lirs LaForge,tlirs Erickeen had locked the door after
cleaning the place and given the key to Chris who was out, so there
wasn't much I could do about it. They came up here for a whaile
and then decided to go back for another load and maybe find Mrs
Ericksen, Stella Knott was to come about the emp-ty oil barrels
and being the only one in the house I didn't dare start taking a
bath, In fact there didn't seem to be time to even get supper
cooking with osne thing or another.

I have a real outfit now for rainy wehther, I didn't
see how I would need hip boots and so got a2 pair that comes just
below the knee about the calf of ones leg. However my slicker is
Just long enough to reach the top of these rubber boots and so as
I walk when it is raining and blowing the water from the raincoat
drains down into the top of the boots and the backs of my legs
get soaked for a short distance depending on how much it rains. So
after Fete got some hip boots,as his trouser legs were hetting
seaked as he went back and forth between buildings at the station,
I decided to get some. They had cuite a few at the store and I
found a pair the right size, of course it cleared up for several
days as soon as I had gotten them, but I certainly appreciated
them Saturday. Mrs Eric ksenf admired my outfit when I met her in
the store and several people have asked where I got my fine coat,

and my Souwester is evidently not unbecoming. It is the only




sensible thing to wear and yet not a native but one is dressed
that way, They inveribly wear winter coats with fir collars
which get nice and damp and maybe rubbers, the children never
seem to ming the rain either, I think the growups like to feel
that it is not a reslly rainy ccuntry, I don' mind but drying
woolens do smell so. Of course it is a bit aw¥ard going teo tea
in rubber boots as you can't take them off and you are not very
welcome messing up the floors! I solve that by not going calling.
0f course when it is just raingng and not blowing 1 @Wear a trench
coat and no hat and carry an umbrella.

The Guiz Kids will soon be on. Did I tell you that
Phyllis left us Fridgy, .I am afraid that she had a bad dsy to
go out on the Uchuck. The new couple don't look guite a-attractive
as the Halls were but seem nice, Phyllis was very likeable but
bad for me, if I wanted to get anything done, as one was tempted
to 8it and talk over meals and =lso she was alone more as Bill
only got home three nights a week, but this girl works at the
hotel three days 2 week and knows cuite a few here so we probably
won't spend as much time visiting. Chris goes in two weeks to have
her baby the end of March.Wg will miss her as she is unusally 1ice.
But I don't get lonely I have so much I want to do.

ILozads of love,
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Tofino,B.C.
Thursday,Feb.10,1944,

Deatest Mother,

Pete was lucky and had two good days for his 48
To-day would have been not do nice,He was busyom most of the
time trying to dfinish a painting to send to an “1r Y¥orce
exhibition, but sbout a week sgo they suddenly said that the
entries had to be in 10 days earlter than scekduled,and it left
little time for Pete to paint. He did the best he could tmt I
think that he felt had he had more time he could have done better,
S0 he worked inside both days, but yesterdsy afternoon we went for
guite a walk and I showed him the few picturesgue spotes that I knew
of, being two little coves with Jap houses along the shore, If one
only had more idea how long wne would be up here one would be
tempted to fix a shack iup, but as Pete sgys, from now on we won't
know whether it will be three dsys more or three months. We just
plan as 1 if we would be here a couple more months and what we will
do if we are he:re all summer, but zctually won't be surprised if
/ one fine day Pete is told to move(Probably will be one ralny day!)

: I didn't try to wash thile Pete was home and so
did it this morning, it was only ecloudy so I got all the water
etc without having to do it in the pouring rain.The clothes are
now rinsing on the line and scon I will bring them in on the porch
and hope they stop dripping by morning. I had lunch with Chris
and we ate most of our left overs, liver, brussels sprouts, turnips
bsked beans, and gooseberries beldnging to Mrs Harris, I don't know
her first name yet. Chris says she doesn't think she is just our
kind, not meaning it snootily but she is not so interestéd inthe
things we are though she seems Very nice,Actually I am just as glad
that she isn't so attractive thsast we want to be with her =211 the
time and she hes her own friends,as it will give me more time to
paint. I have been working on the drawing of a sketch this afternon
and will try to paint it in to-morrow. I like to do them in one
sitting when it comes to the painting, a= they look fresher that
way, 80 I draw the picture in Chracoal roughly and then wahh in
a more detailed drawing with geas, and then can do the final paintim
easier, or so I think .

As soon as I finish thie.Chrie and I are going to

the mail 28 she likes to get out onee a day =nd so do I.

Fow to answer sorme of your last letters. I am glad
to hear that lirs Hotte is out and sbout asusual once more, for you
speak of her oftener.

I don't know hWhat to say about"Par-is Underground"
We have so many books with little time to read them in and don't
want to get too much here in case we are moved. I would like it
gomé time though.Bettef keep it wntil later.

Hope Pidetro is getting along well after his
operddion , Jean wrote of their being so worried as Mrs Pietro's
pecple are not far from Rome, it must be hard not knowing.




We laughed the other day, but not unkindly , when you wrote
It is not often I have a letter from you to eat with my break-
fast." Was it hardboiled or dropped 7

How nice that you saw Mrs Hadley in Wayland, life has certainly
changed for people in the east where you used to think nothing of
running here and there ign the car. Cur coupons are just barely
going to hold out until April when the new book of coupons come
due, by taking a leme trip to Victoria for Pete's next 48 we will
8ave on gas and yet we may decide not to go out, it is a long triv
for just two days in Vietoria,

What a story book femily the Shepleys have turned out to be
and yet no one would believe it in = book, Too bad isn't it ©
We enjoy any items of news or gossip you hear, have you heard sbout
Isab el Shaw de Forrest lately ? I should write Darey 's wife
but never do seem to get around to it, .

Guess I had better get ready to go down town when I have my
waterproof onand my hip boots and Sou Wester I mgght as weél bring
the clothes in and hang them on the porch, get the o0il and some fra
fresh rain water. so all for now,

Loads of love,




~ofine,B.C .
Sat. Feb.12,1944,

Yearest lMother, 2

I had it all paanned when I would write you this
afternoon and of course never got a chance in the end.

We hear the opera sgtarting here at 11 A.M, I 5
thought"lorah" to-dsy was lovely, never heard of it before, hsd you.

Didn't seem to get wery far to-dsy. Pete has to
leave 15 minutes earlier for a couple of weeks anyway, so I feel
I should be that much shead with " My Day " but I am not. I d4id
make some bran raison bread after breskfast, We can get cottage
cheese fresh each boat, and it is good on"quick breads, I got this
rule out of the paper and it is easy and good.Then I started to
paint but the sun came in my left eye too brightly so I ouit and
made a hurried trip down town to do my weekend shppping, got a
delicious steak for supper, had my choieels he was cutting them off
the beast when I arrived. We really do very well on food and have
lots of canned things to choose from for they aren't rationed here
but no one is allowed more than théér share and I don't believe
znyone hoards here,

Chris asked me to lunch and as I thought I was goim
to work on a sketch of the house for Phyllis which I started wu
yesterday afternoon, I at firstsaid"no" and then when it clouded
over I changed my mind, so I didn't hear all the opera., Had time
to give the kitchen conglodeum a guick wash and then after lunch
put on the glo coat, it took me exactly the same time to wax the
floor as it did President Roosevelt to give that boat to the French!
Then I worked a bit on a sketch but it didn't go very w g0 T

cleaned my box of old paint stuck on the sides and got 1 and
water etc. and then had a bath. Was going to zet a pie Tready to
make when Chrie asked if she made tea would I have some, so I told
her to bring it up here, We had just started ¥hen Mr- Ericksen

came aleng cleaning so she came in too, and my time for writing you
was gone and almost the pié time too, However at five the stove was
hot enocugh and I managed to make minee pie ‘'and five mince tarts (
( we can buy really good mince meat in bulk out of a wooden pail )
baked sweel peotatoes at the same time and put beets in the
pressure cooker, so supper was well underwsy, but somehow I had
gotten most of the cokking utencils,forks and Inives dirty so had

those to wa<h and } j inis Y P me in, .
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Tofino, E.C.
Feb,17,1944
ihursday,

Dearest liother,

We are having nicer whmiWer weather
this last 1iti2a while but as it is frosty in the
mornings it is still a little chilly to paint out
side and iysribly in the afternoon it gets sort of
milky in the sky which kills the light, so I have
been qtruvrllnf with some sketches inside.We are
thinking of taking the Sinelairs ﬁnra}t"entﬁ for
March for mec to paint in in the mornings and Pete
on Sunday if he wants. They are keeping it to be sure
of a place to come back to and until they are :
of another house that would suit them better.
would help them too if we paid the rent for a month.
I don't know how it will work but is workh trying
-1- ‘“".AE‘SE '

Yesterday I wasn't planning to do the
wash but when it looked like = HlCE day and the wind

ua*,ﬁnxﬂw thg_at lines of wash lre Harris had hangin

out do mine, I dlﬂ 't seem to have

ag much somehow and got it all done in the worﬂinp

and as the wind was $tr nr it drleo while f?JiH d
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Tofine, B.C.
Tuesday,
Feb.22,1944,

Dearest llother,

Washington's Birthday and a gorgeous
day here, nice for Chris to go out on the boat &f
it comes, but one never knows when to expect it until
it whistles, you wan just guess.

Gordon had to go in to the station
for his pass this morning,zs he is going with “hris,
rnd so0 I decided to do the wash for I new I would-
$‘t be able to do much else anyway. I got it all done
in good time this morning and then they had lunch up
here with me as they have packed all their china and
forks and knives etec. Yo brought up all the left over
and Gordon was here too. I have just finished washing
up the dishes as I knew they had a lot to do yet. and
then “hrie arrived with all the little bits of tea,
coffee, jam , peanut butter couple of oranges ete,
S0 that is all put awey, and now I have the irons
on and hope to write you, mail it to-dsy to go to-
morrow or on the boast. and then come back and do the
ironing, then I will have all week to start painting
again., It is still frosty in the mornings so I think
even if it is nice I will paint indoors for a while,
I can always go out in the afternocons if it stays
fine. *he sun rises at 8.45 now and we can always eat
without the lamp until eeven or after. It will be
lo vely here in the spring with the long evenings.

A nice letter from you yesterday and the
one from Russ and the Shumans (?) It was an awfully
nice théng for you to do and I can just imagine their
surprise and pleasure.

I told you that I would tell you mosé
about McKenzies beach in my next. It was fun going
out there and a beautiful afternoon. We went up the
read, awsy from the village sbout 2 miles from here,
(2 mile be yond the last housel and then left the car
by the road and walked in the five minutes walk to tk
beach. It ig a wet trail and in some places you walk
along & felled tree, flattened on the top with an ax
to make it easier walking, it is sbout 6 or & feet
gbove the ground, other b oggy bits one walks on
planking. The llackenzies heve a house just as you
come out of the timber, for you go through "quite
heavy woods to et theAl®. They have their place fencd
in, to keep the one cowsA out of the garden I expect.
Up the beach are three little beach houses, the
first one empty, the 2nd the Elkington's summer plawe
and the 3rd the Ericksens




ik

The beach is clean and hard sand and very
gradual, not much room at the top for soft =and,
and also on all these beaches there is so much ti
timber and wrecks and wood of all kinds that some uof
the beaches are even hard to get down to.,W walked
up to both ends and as it was low tide we gd¥d
could examine the pools in the rocks, sea anemones
and horrid red and yellow star fish I didn't like
all lying on top of one another. The biggest barnacle
+ ever saw.There is seaweed here on the rocks but
perhaps it isn't the fragrant variety. There was
a little ieland on the other edd and lots of rocky
little islands out in the sea, a 1tsht houce too.
It was a lovely spot and a change fopm here, if Pete
is to be here all summer we are thinking of trying to
get one of the little houses. He will have to bike to
gdave gas some of the time and it would meve him four
miles a day. However one can't really plan shead.
I must go now and find out for them when

the boat might gwome, so =211 for now,

Heaps of love in a rush and will return the
letters soon.

CaBBhanie
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Tofino, B.C.
Mondsy ,Feb.28,1 944

Dearest Mother,
I don't know why I think I will have so much time
to write you over the weekend for I seldom do, and yet it seems
silly to write on Fridsy in order to have a letter to mail on
londey morning.
Saturday proved to be rather busy, I cleaned the
room a bit more than usual, went down town to order some groceries
to b e delivered and then Christine had lunch with me and we listened
to the'"Tales of Hofman " ( should be more letters in it ) I didn't
realize there was so much familiar music in it, heve you eyef seen
opera 7 As we were eating lunch ¥rs Ericksan knocked on the door,
to say that they had come to change our stove. She had spoken
of changeing it when we went on out“48"so I didn't expect it guite as
goon, guesse I looked sort of surprised and she said if it wasn't
convenient she could do it later if I would Juet set a date. so I
set to-day. and they are to come this afternoon, The s=tove we have is
evidently a borrowed one and the veople vho owvn it want it back and
we are 10 have the one in Christines apartment, I pictured Pete comeiwng
home on a Saturday night and men working setting up a stove and any
way 1 had planned to paint the school for Christine, vou know a sketch
of it, s0 I just told her it wouldn't be con-venient at all. lhey do
things so unexpectedly here when they do do them. “nyway we kept the
stove over the weekend and I made a mince pie befofe supper . and I
made the sketch too,

It was a nice evening and we took the gasoline stove
1 had got last fall in Vietoria down to Elkington's for them to sell
for us for we were able to get a smaller one théat we can take with
us more easily, just two burners instead of three. As Pete is apt to
be sent anywhere it is nice to have a stove that one can at least
cook on and we have a heater and our sleeping bags so can always set
up house keeping auickly.

Yesterday was stormy, we tried out the new stove in the
morning and did a few odd thefings and it was lunch time before we
knew it, then Chris Jessen arrived to arrange about where they will
stay, they have decided to take the Sinclairs apartment after all =s
Eileen didn't like the ides Very much of living in Vr Ikes house, thoujl
Mr Ike is an awfully nice man, naturally she didn't Xnow what he would
be like and Chris figured that she w uld be less lonely in the day time
if whe were here. So we had to see Mrs Keicksen sbout that. Eil-een
has already left héme for here and will arrive Tuesday, If thev had ong
decided sooner, for now there will be no stove for a day or two, =nd
Xrs Ericksen wents to elean it all ete. So I guess tt will keep me
busy too. Chris is an unusually nice boy, fomm Calgary but we H-ave
never met her, so I hope she turns out to be emually nice,

Last nicht Pete was wopking hard studying photographic
stuff and I spent the eveing doing Income Tax papers for the work
done at the store last spring. We also listened to the Quiz Kids,
would like to see the movie that Joel is in.
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Tofino,B.C,
ihursday,March 2,1944,

Dearest Mother, X

We are evidently staring in on lMarch weather,
it blew last night =nd raining off and on todday. February was
really nice onthe whole, I hope it &= not too stormy going out
to Victoria,

Another busy day. Thought I would make some real
date bread with the wonderful dates that yvou sent us, my but they
are good ones and I had to be careful not to eat too many while
cutting the others up so as to have enough for asnother leaf later,

I even have ehough walnuts though4 I had to crack them first, did
that the other day with the hammer, Having gotten the stove hot

1 figured 'I had better make a cake too, =0 had a chocolate one
ready to mix when the bread was done. Then I did the ironing in
between,at least that was my plan but it doesn't always work out
that wag. I took the pails out and got water ete when the bread was
cooking and the ingeedients ready for the cake, and had to wash the
mixing bowls in between, However after the cake was in the oven I
g0t started on the ironing. and it was lunch time bhen I finishdd.
Had put a baked potatog in so had that and left over sardines, I dfo
very well on my meals when I eat alone for there is nearly alwsays
enough left over.

About 2,30 ¥Xileen and I went down town to-gether
ag out lamp was acting up I took that down to have it fixed and they
are going to behd it into Vancouver to be fixed, luckily we ha-ve
a lantern and the good old fashioned kerosene, but we will miss our
other lamp. Then when we got back I showed her how to fill her
oil tenk and we 1it her stove, the second burner, and = few odd
things like that. She is awfully nice and will make a nice neighbor.
ohe has been busy writing letters and as she is a vegetarian I
think she will prefer eating her meals by herself as she is used to
doing it a certain way and eating certsin things. I 1¥ike it better
eating by myself too as I can then eat u» bits that often are too
small to offer anyone else and can plan the meals so as to have
enough left over. mlso it takes less téme.

It must be nearly spring for there is an early pl I, N
tree in full bloom down near the postoffiwc and one of the Knotts™is
is in bud, a white blossom. but the one we saw today is full of bloom
Things do such funny things here, The honey suckle on the porch has
new leaves, not bright geeen but new and the Bodlia (?) has new
leaves right alongside the m¥wdxwm o0ld ones and the old dead flowers
are still on. We had a white rambler rose bloom too and there are
sweet smelling violets in bloom under the Jessens windows, the kind
we used to ha ve in a cold frame.

We do enjoy your fine letters and the ones enclosed
even if T never seem to get around to reslly answering them, maybe
to-morrow I will, especially if it rains, but now it is time to be
thinking of supper, We had liver the night the boat came 1in but




Christfne got too much in her order las=t night so is going to
give us a couple of slices and now that meat rationing is off
temporarily we will have bacon too.We have done very well on mv
ration. I get twod coupon= each week, one we uee for half a pound
of bacon as Pete likes it for breskfast and the other For a steak
for the week end, and some times he gives us a bit extrs pp T :
use some coupons I sa ved up =nd didn't use when we were traveling gk,
How we can get all we want I won't Ymow what to buy. We could
get boulogna and frankfurters unrationed and liver and the slamon

5 or 4 times and a few tins of steak and gravy which tasted good,
but they don't have those now, muxt have been old stock, They have
canned salmon and it is now unrationed, (for a year or more it hasn't
been on the market all going over seas ) They told me at the

store
that they used to sekl heaps of it up here which seemed

funny, and

the Indians were the greatest purchasers of it, used it to eat when
they went aalmon fishing, ste it out of the can when they were pullig

X fresh sal-mon in over the rail, sounds like Indians.

Must stop , loads of love,

L}




Tofino,B.C.
londay ,Barch 6,1944,

Dearest Mother,

4+ am almost ready to leave on the great 48 and the
weather doesn't ldok too bad, at least it isn't raining yet !
Lvery time I take the dark glasses out it looks worse but if I
reach for the umbrella the sun comes right out again.

Luckily I started to dress before writing you for
the hem of my skirt waes down on one side and the other parts
didn't look too strong so I hemmed that all round and have the
irons on now to press it.This letter may not be as long as I had
planned but will mail it in Port Alberni to-morrow _morning.

We had a nice day both Saturday and Sunday, Eileen
and I went down town before lunch Saturdsv, I had washed the floor
and glo coated it the day before as it needed it wuite badly, so
there wasn't much that needed doing Satusday. It was a perfect day
not a cloud. Christine and Eileen had lunch with me and then by one
we were ready to start out to see Joyce °mith who lives more than a
mile up the road and the last house out towards the Air port.

We also stopped in at the shoe makers, but only MNrs Gibson was

home she is very Scotch and reminds me a bit of Jeans sister Mrs
“ather, Eileen jhad a pair of shoes to leave and Christine a pair to
get. We picked those up on the way back. Mr Gibeon has a little shop
and they have a big vegetable garden and sell vegetables and agso
have goats and chickens and it is rather a nice little nlace. there
were snowdrops just going in the garden and lots of primsores and

the daffodils just coming out. We found Joyce home and the little
boy, lMartin, having a nap which he didn't have after hearing us
Her house was towed there so it is overhanging the water but =a
pretty spot and looks up the inlet. We wantered on to 2 little
suingk beach and then back as Christine wanted to get back br 3.
“ut it was a lovely day for a hike and after we got back we went
dowg to the store on an errand for Joyce and also to take a package
to Punny litchell so it was a busy afternoon but so nice we were

to be out.

Yesterday Sunday didn't look ai all promising but we
had planned to go to Chestermsns beach and so started out early in
case the weather got worse, instead it got better and was perfectly
lovely on the beach, regualr surmer clouds flsoting =bout , the
sand is very fine and such a clean besch, just the odd shell other
wise hard and smooth. the tide was going out and we were enxious
to go across to an i&land connected with the beeach by a spit of
sand except at high tide. The waves were meating over it when we got
there and we had a good hours wait. Pete had hip boot s so was
the first to attempt it and of course two waves met Just where he
was amgslppped a bit of cold water down his boots., We laughed forxr

glad




he just stood there helplessly as there was nothing else he could
do. There was one place guite a bit deeled t‘at one had to croess
and just when you expected to make it nicely vou would come to that.
I wint over neg% than Chris and he took my boots back to Eileen.,
It we as fun and when we came back was dry all but the aPort deep
bit. Ve had a late luncn here which was just as well for we might
have ratten too much sun had we watted longer.

1 had better start now. so will add to this l"rtrr
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Tofino,B.C.
Sat.lMarchll,1944,

Dearest Mother,

Back again and hardly feel as &f
we had been away. * didn't have a chance to write
Hg; before coming in so will continue where I left
G [

The Wards were very lucky and after deciding to
sell the house that they bought in Victoria, were
able to.dispose of it to the first people that came
along, So then had to find a room which isn't easy.

hey are just waitming until they zet their new gas
coupons the first of April, and then will head back
Fo Banff,are talking of building another house to liwg.
in. I think I told you that Cis met me at the bis
which was nice and then ® waited while I washed up and
we went back to their room to get Sam, also had a bit
of a drink to eelebreste and then a nice chicken
dinner at the Sussex and up to my room t0 chat for

a while before they went home. We sort of compared
notes on Banff news and whet we had each been doing
gll winter,

zPete errived at 12.1% on time and brought
mail from you which was nice to get.He had left in
the morning but it is a2 long tedious trip and not
much chance to eat.

Wednesdsy I did errands in the morning
before the s tores closed at noon and then went to
the dentist in the middle of the afternoon. We had
lunch with Bobby Hunter and he came for us at five
thitty and we went out to his house, picked up
Yynthia ( his wife ) and had a late supper in town.
spent the rest of the evening telking.It was fun to
see as much of them and have a glimpse of theib
children too,

“hursday I did more errands and FPete
went with Sam, then we had a sort of pienic lunch
in their rooms, Oysters which we bought ina pream
bottle and a fresh pineapple, which looked better
than it tasted but we haven't seen one for years
and it was fun.Cis had salmon and frozen peas and
fresh apple pie. One thing about Viectoiria, the little
stores cater to people living in one room and even
make little pies you can eat in a heal.It was great
fun and we hsted to leave. took a taxi out to see
Pete's aunt for a few minutes and also saw another
friend of Petes and had time to see Chris Sinclair
too, at least I did, she had an appomntment at the
doctors and so I went end visited her in the hall,




The doctors reception foom was too crowded.The
baby hasn't come vet, she will be there until the
end of April in Victoria, I tried to get her =
little something for the baby but there was nothing
a bit exciting so if you wanted to send her a little
something I am sure she would be tickled to pieces.
She prefers blue and doesn't care for pink., her
address - lMrs Gordon Sinclair, % Mrs Liwvine
Livingstone-Learmouth, 1535 Richardson St. Victorias,
B.C. ( some nfame her mother has ) It is good of
you to suggest it,

We had a sandwich before catching the bus at
.50, Had to be half an hour shead of time to be
sure and get a seat. but in being early sa w a friend
of Petes who is still out at Pat Bsy in the Photo
Section there.

The connection was very close at Hanaimo, the
other bus being full by the time we rot there at
9.15 and it looked as if we would have to sit on
my suitcase the fitst part of the trip, however we
had just got settled when they said they were sending
another bus so we changed over. Were re=l lucky
there was another couple and two airforce chaps
and an extra driver so we had some ride, didn't have
to stop once except for the usual five minutes at
Parksville and got in ovef half an hour shead of the
scedule for we passed the loaded bus alonc the WaY .
It was some ride especially overthe pass and down the
other side, the driver was good but had = ything
unexpected happened to be on the road I don't know
Just what would have happened. We seemed to sail down
the hills and around curves but gotthere all right.
It was a beautiful night , a full m-on and the big
trees were really mysterious looking with just spots
of moon light hitting them, e had ra2in in Vietoria
the two dsys but a grand day yesterday to come in on,
so all in all we were lucky and it really was lovely
yesterday. Pete was able to come on the Uchuck which
made it ever so much nicer for me and then rodd up
to the Air Station in the ywaxi.with us, I was home
by four and hed it nice &“warm before long. Even
went down town for the mail,

They had a bad wind storm while we were
gone and a great hail storm too. As Pete said to Mr
Fnot, we m issed winter in Tofino when we went out
for a couple of days. There were traces of snow or
hail on the ground.
Giess this will be =11 for now.

Joudh u?i o
™ .
Calanmme




Tofino ,B.C.
Tues.larch 14,
1944,

Dearest liother,

“nother beautiful day and the birds
gsound like spring,but We still have a good frost
every morning so it takes a while to warm up. but the
sun is high in the sky these days.

ihis is my wash day and having done nen
none :last week I have more than usual. Did all the
heavy things this morning by 11,30 and now have
finished lunch and am waiting for the water to heat
to do the gilk things. Have four or five blouses ete.
It shouldn't take long and is a good drying day with
a breeze, Then must take a sheet to Mrs Fnot and #o
down town for the liver we are to have to-night.
We seem to have eaten less meat than usual now meat
ig nnrationed for a while. I think yvou had better
not send any more boxes of food for a time as there
is just a chance we might move and the lesswe have
to take with us the better. However yvou could send the
Hew Yorkers as we can read them and give iiem awsay,
I will let you know any change we make, We have
certainly enjoyed the things in the last parcel and
I hate to think of all the pdints you must have given
up for the cheesej Wish I could send you some meat !

It was Friday I got back and then
Saturday I was quite busy straigtening things around
was down tovmn three times. Eileen went with me in the
morning and then as I wae working away in here I h ?Ech
lire Ericksen out inthe hall. “he asked if I had Jﬁg Py
the stove as she smelt fuel oil, I =said no and didn't
think much about it until later I went into the bed
room and it seemed stronger in there. Toock a look in
Bhristine's room and found it full of smoke.so turned
off her stove and opened her window. lMrs Ericksen came
up and looked at the burner, it was very dirty, and
Imowing that Christine was busy making sandwiches for
the Guides dance, Mrs E. decided to clean the stove
for her, asf other wise it wouldn't have worked well,
It is the messiest job and soon lrs E's hands were
Just black.ly flashlight wasn't any good and in trying
to get a new battery in got the old one's case stuck
20 in the end had to go down town and get a new case,
When I got back she had predty nearly finished but
had put the wicks on my burner to burn off and “when
ghe took them off they fell and in getting them ocut
she moved my burner so it wouldn't burn the right way
and we had to let our stove out to cool enough to fix
it too. This was all around five in the afternoon, but




it was fixed in time for Uhristone when she came =
home and didn't ev eﬂ lalt the sustard I had in the
oven. But thése are the 1little things +} hat happen
inexpectedly and tﬂfe 80 much time.
e went down town after supper as the
in and so got brerd and 13utuee ete.
“unday we went out to the beach again,
taking our lunch but it was so chilly in the
walk to the end of the beach to eat
er of trees. the sun was lovely.
I will have to tell you more of th
now to be a couple of days Peﬁﬁqﬁ al
bub anyway I have finishd the was}
most of the 11!1!_‘—&.
Loads of love,

Ciﬁiﬂmﬁu;g




Tofino, B.C.
Thursday,

“arch 16,1944,

Dearest Mother,

This is the second rainy day so perhap-s we are
starting in on Spring rains. We can't complain having had so
much lovely weather, I wrote four letters yesterday morning
but this morning spent 211 the time trying to answer one of
Russells about Wills, it is not finished yet. By the way, there
is just a chance of Russells coming this weay later on and counld
Yyou send me a letter and check, as you did before, so that I
would have the American funds to £0 to the States in case it were
necescary to do so in a hurry. The one You gave me last surmer
had to be cancelled when your books were made up at the end of
the year. Miss Publicover wrote me about it. All you have to do
is send the check and a letter saying that as Russell may be on
the west ceast sometime soon you are sending me enough monev so
that I will surely see him, or words to that effect., It would
make it easief for me to get the Ameriean funds that way,

Vhat a time you had with all the water off and
no chance to even fill bathtubs or rails. It was lucky that it
rained for I guess vou could catch rain water, or didn't it rain
enough for that ? As you say you have no beach, Looked as i

f you, (
were dry indeed, writing the last half of the PedeiY letter;Enﬁ““k
stead of ink,

It was fun hearing about Bob Palmer's vigit with
you, I thought his drawing very good, YWhy did he change his name
I wonder ? that is the trouble of nicknaming léttle chéldren
like"Skeeze" they don't like it later,

We heard from ~lackie and the land or Corner lot
and store is bought, the last payment to be paid in Avwgust, so
we were lucky to get it. I think they were nice to give us first
chance at it for many wanted it I believe. Tt isn't in our name
as yet but we will get the thing settled when we zo home ‘sometime
later this spring. So thank you again,

We haven't any cameras with us, Yo one is all wed
to take pictures along the coast and we didn't want to run the

danger of having the camera confiscated by some over zea.lous
official, and as there is little one can take except shore line
we left the things at home. I do take the occasional picture in the
mountaine and took a whole roll of larch tree pictures at Temple
last fall, much to my smrpricze they all came out, but now-a-days
with meters to tell vou exactly what the light is there is not
mach trick to it, excent in choosing the compesition. Don't you
remember all the pictures that Edith and I took when we went
abroad § of course they were Jjust snap shots.

Yes a lot of our frie.nds are named Chris,

Chris Sinclair who is going to have the baby. CHristine the
school teacher and now Chris Jessen the boy who works with Pete




the FPhotographic Section and lives downstairs.
I must go n wy fill my oil tank and Christines, ( she is
ick in bed, a return touch of the flu I think ) and then go dowm

tter tut I migzht not get down in
the mail and want something to do to you.

0
d you sent those green and white sugar =and cream
thie, they T*ll mean more to her then to anybody.
Loads & 1lve ( wha a mess I made of that ) Iy lowe to
Jean and Cousin Jane too, Jean sgys you read my letters to her Db

I really intend to write one to her myself soon.
More love,

nin

This isn't rmach of a le
t

“m gla

in Ka




Tofino,B.C.
catugday ,March 18,1944,

Dearest Mother,

Here it is the end of another week and I didn't
seey to accomplish wvery much. Tor one thing I had that letter of
Russell's to answer about the things you must have discussed when
he was last in Concoed. About how to best word my Will ete, I
am slow at figuring out such things and then when I did write the
letter I tyYped it and as the carbon paper I have hed to be eut in
half to make two copies of another thing, I somehow got one in up
side down and so half of the ©nd. page to Russell was also in
reverse on the back of the page and I had to do it all over, most
annoying. However I finished it yesterday and then Eileen and I
went down for the mail which was late getting in end it was 5.30
when we got home. Had supper all ready when Pete came in rather
upset, for they had just gotten out and he was testing the oil in
the car when an Air Force truck drove up with a rush and a roar,
Had come to get the two corporals in the Photorrasphic Section to
take them right back to the station. That mean't Chris had to g0
but Pete not being a corporal didn't know if it meant him too or not.
S0 Chris went in the truck and Pete came down to tell us and wouldn't
stop for more thah a cup of soup and then he drove back in. It
truned out to be nothing really, someone had failed to give Chris a
message earlier in the day that he was to stay until 8 O'elock, so
they were both back by nine. It was really = misunderstanding but
meant a lot of driving for Pete and the road is none too good Jjust
now. Hope they have better luck to-night.

Hemember my telling you about a fine Indiah lady
hat was on the Uchuck when I came back after New Years and we
saw her later down here, and fe#d met her and all the family one
day while on a 48. Well she is back again visiting her father who
is ill. Wekn I went into the store yesterday her neice rushed up
to me and ssked if I had seen her as Mr s Hunter was looking for
me as she had a present for me, a purse. I was quite overcome, she
hadn't it with her yesterdry but said she would be over to-day or
Honday. So today I looked for her but Mr Towler ( the postmaster )
said that it was too windy. lMrs Hunter comesfrom the States, lives
across from Victoria and is married to the Chief of the Tribe there
She told me that they have a garage and filling station. We are
getting to be rezl friends.

The cows got in the yard again this afternoon, =nd
finely Christine chesed them with - broom, being a school teacher
she d= used to being obeyed I guess for they went allright, but in
the wrong direction and landed in the shrubbery with no way of
getling out, Hoswver one finelly emerred and Christine socon had them
both out on the beach, They eat cardboadd boxes with relish and

S Irma says it doesn't even effect the taste of the milk at all.

I didn't mind much losing the room downstairs %o




paint in, I foun that i dn't stay wa encurh unless I
left the fire on al he time,and when Itwas really sunny I
found I preferred ing outside and when it is dull I worked
up here.l Lnu-" DE ed since the 48 having so many other
things ta ] i has been home sick the last few dgys
nd this nake vte bread, then lemon pie and had
unch vitn E:rmﬁﬁ‘r“ who is better now, and the day was gone before
knew it.
The Harrises are posted he ] the ones in the
big room under us

% la Mewo THewd

P

A
3










R\ - m%»m
Lor & oY Mow ﬁcu.\“ S é?

RS T R
o O mﬁ S u& i‘@}&

WAL

Www,

“::Mr\mu w\\f &mm o %\‘@_ W
‘é(k NSA O W N¢ COE WA s ©
Lo X o wsb X




Tofino,B.C.

Monday,

darch 20,1944,
Dearest Mother,

I am going to try and elear up my desk and as there
are lots of your letters thet I want to read over and answer , I
think I will make more headway if I start with them.

That was oe is guite a situation in Miami of people
being stranded because they can't get t rians home and the awful
rackets that have developed.

I don't really miss the snow here this winter for
it hasn't seemed like winter most of the time. We do have lots of
frost. Heard the frogs erosking again yedterdasy, they told Pete
they have to be frozen down theee times before Spring and as it
froze puddles again last night and its spring by the e-lender
to-morrow and its the third time I guess its working out all right.
On the radio lest night it said that the swallows had retumned to
Capistreno, California as usual on St Joseph's day, they had never
been know to miss sinee the early days when the Spanish were there,
Hemarkable isn't it 7 We have a song sparrow that sings brighltly
each morning, At least I think that is what it is, we have lots of
birds now.

That Dr Fairchilds book sounds very interesting, We
stayed at the Den Paesar hotel in Bali, but that was ten yvears ago
80 might be Tun by a Miss Manx now, or at least when he was there,
vaps no doubt sun it now.

The reason that Canaday stopped meat rationing was
because of the shipping of meat oversess, they had more in the store
housesthan could be shipped and couldn't store any more, =o let up
on the rationing to keep it from spoiléng.

I read some time ago of Mr Pritchards death in Concord
I never reaiized he was still alive, who will live in that house I
wonder. _

~id I tell you that I do remember the Peterkin Papers
and Mr Hale was one of the little boys with the India Rubber boots.
lr Philip Hale who taught us at Art school.

Cousin Kathie in her letter never mentioned Sam, I
wonder how he i= getting on,

Popr Miss Emily Agge being ill such a long time, but
perhaps as they have lived such a2 quiet life with no rapid movement
they will glso die in a slow quiet way, will be less of a shook to
Miss Anne and Chatarina. Nicve of you to send flowers all the time,

I or rather we had a good laugh at one of Olives
letters where she said " Catharine isn't having a very comfortsble
life as an Army Officer's wife,is she ¢ Its too bad Peter is
stetioned near such small towns. I guess they mangge to have some
social life with the other officers and their families " She must
have us mixed up with someone else ! In the 1lst place I would call




P g,

oy o L Ty [ L =y !

it very comfortable as we are always warm snd can dress in front

of a stove which has its cosy feeling. alo there is no dust and dirt
or noise, compared to Iynn or Revere - well I won't comment, we all
heve our preferences, As Pete has so far been stationed in the three
largest cities out west. Edmonton, Vancouver and Victoris this is

the only small place we have been in. and our soecial life with the
officers is something, We all have been invited to join diseussion
groups with the other Airforce couples but =o far only the Officres :
and their wifes seem to go. lgybe Life in the 7.S.Arm is different }-°

Tour letters haven't been opened for ages, I think it :
happens when they are either looking for gomething and so have o
to look at them all, or when there is some tropp movement that hasn 'ty
been anounced in the maper-.We receive the New Yorkers and Journals -
right along, many thinks,

We got a card fex frances, soglad that they had such =
nice time at Tremblant, T mean a, letter from Frances, it was yvour
card I was referrine too.The Instructor she mentioned is the deurhter

of the gtation master at Lake Louire.
We were glad to hear of Helen Weld and what she is doing.
I don't know wherther or not they have them here, Bud (CGray Ladies)
but I know in Victoria girls visit the men with books,.etec,
Wasinterested in hearings about iMrs Bartletts painting and
what a time she had when the cat got emcited,
The guick bread T make is the date nut bread you used to
have and variations, angthing that doesn't need yeast I c¢all quick,
Speaking of Information Please, I think they should try
& team of the Quiz Kids against the men, I would bet on the Kids.
The Jap houses here are Just ordinary houses and some are
empty  the better ones are fixed up, $e+ usl Service wives. They are
small ', There was guite a community of Japs here before the war
fishing and spying.
& ~he “irforce exhibition is to be held in 4pril in Ottawa
I think, Pete has.heard no more sbout his picture and so it may
not get that far, one hever knows what to expeet,
I think it was"Boheme" that wesa in Venice. I enjoyved
11 Trovatore last Satusday, I think that kind with familiar arias
is the most fun to listen to on the radio.
1 am so glad that Edith hears from Cob and that he is in
*ngland, It will be a wonderful experience for him and I hope tynt
he doesn't have to get into the thimk of it for the femily's salke,
~ doctor we knew in Victoria, Bobby 's partner, Dr Hitchell, left
the first year of the War and was in Maltas until recently, rather
anxious now to get home, for it will boon be five years since he'
went. 4% now, The “mericans get home oftener but of course the first
few years of the wer they just couldn't leave as there was no one
to take their places. o
The joke was on me- or you. In looking over the old letter
of yours I found the list of questions caught in the envelope, for
1 know I never saw them before, so will answer them. .
Thetis a W.C. downstairs and the one we and Christine
use upstairs,
' Haye no idea how large Pete's camp is and couldn't tell
yon 1f T .did,




There are about 48 school shildren here and I guess maybe 200
adults with the seru‘ice mens familys too.
know name of nc’lians* or how many.
T e church without a minister and the Doctor gives
a sermon in the legion &al "L every Sunday evening and the Padre

rom the Army and the Air foree take turna m the afternoon service.

&

Last yeaxr they -.:&ﬁ *.'.-'et sriow enough to cover the ground and
malke 81 10W balls but none this vear.
ihink that answers it} C—L.?‘
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Hotel ~evonshire,
Georgzia Street.
Vancouver, B.C-

T

Dearest liother,

We are in luck again, Yesterday I got a bit dis-
couraged, for when I emme over here to see if there was a room
they said none was ready and to come back in the afterncon, which
I did, at three the boy at the desk ﬂaiﬂ " your room won't be
ready for an hour or mn hour and a half " and by that I Imnew we
would have no choice in the matter would have to take whht
they gave us. The £irl had told me the other day that I could
look at several if I came afte he So about -four I tried
again and had a look st the room. Much to my sSurprise it
even better than we had hoped. on ‘”r hpc this time where it
von't be ouite =8 noisy, at least we won't hear the street wars
g chh and with a double window looking out over a garsse roof to
nley park snd the single window looking over the harb We are
ﬁﬁn _1ftﬂ floor. It is much the same arrangement as last vear,
llttlL dressing room into which the bed disappears during the

time and with a bureau and lsrpe closet and cupboards. = nice
eth and a pele blueirh preen kitchenette, refrigerator and all.
I8 nicely furnished and & large room with the bed -out of the
Vi S0 now even if I don't find 2 suite out near where Pete works
it won 't matter for a while, It is just three blocks from here to
Tete's street car, 15 minutes on that and a2 five minute walk at the
other end. I don't ¥now if you can find it on jour mep of
Vancouver but it is where the Jericho gol? cludb used to be. As most
of the men live out,there is just one barracks I believe and Pete
may have 1o stay in there when he gets duty waf that is if he
on fire picket. Lut that is only once a month =nd then he gets
48 afterwarda.
This ies the first rainy dsy, and it is only a he
st but it was nice to get moved yesterday when it was dry.
dif was find the hezsd porter, who was having a delicious te=s
s little offive off the lobby of the Georgis with one of the
oys helping him consume toast and jam. It is also the check room
t they didn't seem to mind being interfupted during their four
clock tea hourl! I gave him the nunmber of my room there snd my
oom-here snd then came over myrself and the hegs arrived soon after.
This will let vou know my new address.
Hotel Devonshire,
Georgisa Street
Vancouver, B.C.
Had a'nice letter from Russell before he left for
South Americ a, I guess they don't have to be so secreft sbout
thér trips now. Am =0 glad that they had that nice holiday to-
gether at ‘Hot Sprirgs.
Lurich time so ﬁ71 for 'now,
hﬂnnq love

Sehun wth'@ﬁm sellan S‘"f“‘@'w‘%wﬂ“
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Hotel Devonshire,
Vancouver , B,C.
FPriday, April 14,1944,

est lother,

The time seems- to go awfully fast and without my
getting much done, Yesterday 1 went aver to th Georgia to see if
there was mai 1, saw Dorothy "hyte and as she was ~oing shopping
for theieln went elong with her a2nd did a few errands too, of
course it tak a bit longer but we can sort of vieit in between and
it makes the shopping more fun for both of us, I kept thinking < each
time I went out that I wouldn't be getting enough for a shsooping
bag and then wiuld struggle home with little bags and parcels

slipping in all directions. Wow that we have the staples it will
be easier and we wan order milk here.

Dorothy h~d her hair done down stairs in the afternn
coming up to see'our sbode afterward, I made an appointment for
thie morning and so had mine washed to~-dsy.Did errands before and
after and just as I was going out to lunch ran into Kitty Elkington
again from lofino so we. ate to-gether and had snother visit,

Pete leaves about 7.30 or a little later and gets
home (unless he is delayed) st ten to six. Tomorrow afiernoon he has
to parade and I msy go out to the park where they will be fto see
some men -given medals or something. W really ‘are verv comfortzble
here and it 'is ‘convenient, we never noticed the noice st gll last
night and I do believe it is aquieter here at the back, Being in #n
end room we haveé no one next door, except that our kitchens and bath
are ‘back to back, We are enjoring the view too,

There is a girl we know atayins here too, met her
in the elevator yesterdey, she and her husband came skiine the firat
year Temple was' oren but he has died since then,

And now to answer o few of vour letters which
always like to do for when I resd them first I think of what I want
to say and then am:apt to forget later,

According to both yoursend Jeans letters the party
for the church groun was & great success. and seems to me you were
able to get in Russells visit oo,

Where are Cousin Bert and Alma going to live or
haven't: they decided yet ?

That certainly was a bright letter from Cousin
Harriet and seems to me she writes awfully well for a person }er

ge, 1 wonder will she ever find aut more sbout that telephone call.
a strenge thinge.

Where Pete is now is all offices and no airfield
They call it W.A.C, When we were in Banff Pete told his mother he
was to be at W.A.C, and she thinking of the W.A.A.C.s who are the
girle(in England isn't it or the states 2 ) said to Pete " Not
among the women ? " with her scotch accent it sounded awfully funny.
Actually there are a2 good many W.A.D.s which are the Canadian women
attached to the Air Force,

I am g2dd thot you have been able to reta new maid

Dear




for with the children coming for the summer you will need more
help,

fo-day will be your last day of the overa and I do hone you
had a nice time of it and felt well and could enjoy it staying in
town. {To tell the truth I found the first few days in the city
awfully tiring , the pavemente and the néise and the dirt but am
getting more used to it now. Would go back to Tofino in a minute
if T got the chance, one reelly seems to live in a place like that
whereas citye seem sort of artificial. Of course it is fun to get
ice cream and oysters and what not, but the joke is that there
were quite a few simple things we could get any time up there thst
cne can't find here, and shopping was so nice and easy, you just tok
what you could get and didn't feel you should see if the asparagus
looked better in this plece or that, and then in the end picked the
WIOng one,

Last night before.going to sleep I counted the times that
I hed packed. at leakt one small bag and spent the night in.a
different bed from the night before,in the last vear. and it was
656 times, 14 of them we packed a2ll our baggagce or moved it all,

New I only unpack the things I need.

Too bad about the spruce tree, That is the way tFete cuts
our big ones down. he first climbs -a lsdder =snd ties a rope as high
as possible up the trunk of the tree. then cuts the roots all around
and very carefully pulls the tree over and you are never left with
a stump to take out. Our spruces usually have what is called a tap
root which goes atraight down into the ground the other roots being
near the surface, .and usually the onss that blow over easily are the
ones with poor tep roots, so perhpps yours . didn't have a tap rToot.

The hats here are peetty funny, I think when vou have

ved in the country they look more absud than ever. 1 saw some
sailors this morning with a big sign " Madame Curie S8ailor Hats
Wonder if she would be amused to find a hat had been named abter her
but I expect it is from the movie .of her life with Greer Garson
who was in lirs Minever. So now I can imegine how you or Jean are
looking, I have a plain black felt with a round top, was encouraged
to see two similar ones in the most fashionable store that carries
English woolens etc. However T am beginning to think it is pre war
stuff. Looked at every hat I passed: and decided T was far from in
style when just then psassed another girl looking rather niee ar
her hat was édentical to mine only brovn, so-new I don't hawve to
stick to back streegs !

Dorothy just ea

L8 L}
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led so am goins shopping ggain.,
os

de of love,
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Hotel ' Pevonshirey
Vancouver,B.C.
Monday,April 17,1944,

Your Yetter from®the-Pioneer ‘csme this morning
a8 1f yvou.were Having a real pihree. 1 ““fTD"”
peoplw don't dress any more “is the 4di of
and out of ‘town, the men wouldn't want >0 way - home
nrokably Wives me them' in town., Zctually
in better taste not to cet
it must aeem e ddifferent from - the 1 daye. 1
know lhut sumer - it struck me as funny to ‘see the rd peeple
goinz in“on u‘n dirty odkd train “11 dressed and *1uh0ut hatsa,
when L.remembéred the same orfeg 'dashing in town for lunch and then
maybe again dinner, "and 'of course by car, I do hope the
opefas you rtu are -good -and I Imow vou will enjov them .

. having resl “spring weasther here and ‘showeres
nearly every aftern beantiful ‘big clonds. It is around forty or
fipfty outy but .that is what keeps the spring flowers so long, a
Iittle 11%e Engligh ringe.

Eﬁtdrdnr I think I worte you that there was

-

EPQF where demgorations were. . fo-be given. by the

)

L}
'\

a Wing P

P
AT AT

dovernarﬁ{“ 10’ is the Kinge representative
atao

due to irt at three but being my mothers ﬁaur‘tﬂr I
half an ‘hour ahesad of time and Just as I
btand marched in, which happened to be the
and.-the one Pete was in. He Baid he sew me on the ﬁld&wﬁlx but they
were too far ‘awsy for me to spot him,though I did see him lat-er,
Neither of us had been there before but we looked on ‘the map and
found & corner to meet at afterwards in ca“e the men were dismissed
there, The Park was just a beautiful stretch of) lawn, 2 ball game
being pleyed 2t one end and in tThe i ﬂ61c"> Oﬂlru?*” that looked
like a country club but where T szpect tner. ere rest rooms and a
ghelter out of the rain. The lawn covered the gspace of 2 blocks esch
vey and there was no fence only trees aroimd the c%"e. The. Kigtsaleno
High schooel is on ‘& hill ovarlaokinr 55 sin-' Mot ralked right by
the school and they have the most beautiful rock ffrﬂcn ahd shrubery
gll around the achoel, it 4id look fice,

The ceremony was very simple and nice, soon after
Petes group came on and formed a line facing the building bBut =cross
the -other dide, ‘we heard enother band and three more f 1lights in
a second sgadron marched on and later still snother band and more
men. and goren., I am & little uncertain as to the correct was n=ames
but I believe a flight is about 50 'men, and there was first one of
men ‘then of the Women (W.A.D.s ) and then another flight of men in
each souadron. Then there were the three sousdrons each with its
-band and they 'all formed th-ree sides of a larre saquare. The biggest
band was in the center(the ofher two disappesred until the ceremon
WA~ over)

It -was a beautiful sight xallyy: The day was lovely
with great clourds like thundee heads and the green turf without »




worn patch on it. In front of the building were two rows of
portable chairs on which the mothers wives or close friends of
those to be decorated sat. There was a table covered with s
Upion Jack and the medals on that, and then the 18 axx$€ men
stood in two lineg facing the table but out on the grass, It
was 'all-so simples 1 being early had a front row stand. Thev put
up ropes so we would not inch nearer but the spectators were very
quiet and no one pushed. We also managed to get near where a path
way was made for the Lie, Gov. when he arrived =o we sa w him t00.
In faet where I stood I could see everything:

Promptyly at three the band played"God Save the Ksng"
before that there"¥Ws——= & bit of marching. about by the men until
they were in the right pesitions, then thevy =tood at ease during
the presentations, There was sn offiger who first read the name
of the man.wWHe immediatly snapped to attention,turned, walked to
the senter of the group, turned snd walked to Just in. front of the
Lte. Gov, ( who was in army uniform the rest all being“their blue
Air Force Uniforms.) saluted the Govenor =and then stood at attention
while the Officef read the citation, =some were pretty long snd vou
could see ithe men's jaw bone move in their cheels as. if they were
getting pretty embarassed. Then. the Ltg, Gov. would step forward
and pin the decoration on, shake hands with the man, then step
back and they would both salute each other again and the men would
turn and walk to =2 place Behind the dignitaries. Thém 'the next man's
name would be read and he would march forward. It was interesting to
gee the different types and some would gnap out the siiautes and othem
would :be less-coclk- looking., There are very few decorations given in

the Canadian Army ,Havy,or Airforce.. and this was the first public
presentation in Vancouver. “ome of the medals were given dor heroism
in 1942 and one was to a mother for her gon who: has since been Xilleg
A young officer escorted her from her chair to in front of the table
and then after werds. the eitation hed been read and the medal pinned
on came and escorted her back. I thousht it was all wvery interesting,
and. the man reading the citations did it =o well you could hear

every word. Sope had won theiya gﬁﬁ; Cobagpme, Trondhiem in

laska. .- Et_(:‘"_'-._._;‘ti Julad e sty S0 93 L LA R« PO "1- Chgn " W
After the presentations the band struck up the Afr Force
Jarch and marched past the Bt. Gov. Then came: towards where I stood,
We made a hasty withdrawel but they only were turning about and stood
beside us to play while 211 the Sonadrons marched past. Much to Ty
eurprise lete was in the first group and I nearly missed seeing him,
but kept my eye on them so that I would find him when they were dis
missed.4ATter they had all.gone by, wo-men and men, FPetes group
were on the opposite corner of the park from where we were to meet,
but - we spotted: each other when he walked acrossand =0 came home to-
gether,When we left the men decorated were examining each others
medals, just as school boye might snd then people. were going up and
congratuddting them. It was: all very-informal snd nice,. 0Oh I nearly

S

Noxway ,

- =

forgot, . during the ceremonys two groups of planes 1l in seach flew
low over; the field as an added salute.
When we. got in town: it began to rain znd in-the evening we
had a heavy shower so it was lucky to be such a 1y - afternoon,
‘We went to-see Ginger Rogers in. 2 Lady in the The Dark "




. 2nd we enjoy 'i>i13‘::'. Then yesterday we had an
rent out to J:lcthy g8,y Tepacked the car and 1. o
ise here, like tesand coffee fr Tofino. I thinl
y-send. some to lrs lathers snd will &= soon
box, Dorothy 1} ad the lawn to cut and we 2ll took turns
Then listened to the Silver theater.does Jean ever pret
on Sundays it was [‘"" 111y ""*.:-.r‘.}_-',’ iilliam an® Eayy" Rolanc
and Cornelis Otis ! and the story was ossed on the dog
MUushroom SToLly «W stayed to supper and then drove home before
keIt made a2 nice ouiet afternocon for us and outdoors,

I am going to encuire sbout sending 0ld clothes to Scotland
for it gave me a wonderful idea, I am a little tired of the dresses
I got four Years ago to . go to Concord, and yet have w “w tHem =0
little it doemm't seem quite right, so if I ¢can wi to send ifone
te finna and ILucy Carr, for from what you wrote I guess they would X
like them. Went down this morning early to try on some new ones and
couldntt tell whether or not I ' liked them, I h n't tried on a new
dregs fTor s.year,

getting to he
BT

loade love,




P 500 Ml Slory

Hotel Degenshire,
Vancouver, BC
Wed, uﬁril 19,1944,

Dearest

funny 1o think that this,is the 19th of
April and am afraid that I would have forgotten had someone not
mevtlonac i e radio, The season here is about the same as
it ‘'would be-in Corcarﬁ the' fors ythia has leaves and the fi rst
1ittle low tulips in the park are in bloom, the dafodils and
narcissus are out., but as it was 42 this morning and raining hard
you can gee it is not warm enough to hurry thi ﬂjowﬂ “undsy there
was fresh snow quite low down on the tountisns and 2J feet fell for
skiing up higher during the week. This weekend: one of their big
ski meets is skeduled, It always seems funny to have skiing so near,
' Seems to me Iwaste an awful lot of time in the city,
when yvou ‘irpt come there ig a lot of window chopping one can do
and everything looks attractive but one soon tires nf that. T am g
getting so thht I shop for food in onp place though one is tempted t

GO
try seversl only to be ﬁaﬂphhowﬂteé The Hadson Bay has & counter of

home cooked thinrs, cookies cskes bread and miffins, and as the

cook used to work at the Georgian Club yvou know it is not made in
too lerge quanties. I eat a big meal at noon, usualli.at. the Hotel
Vancouver where you cen see what you are gettine and have six
vegetables .or kinds of potatbes to choose from., Yesterday 1 sat 5o;n
at a2 table with another girl and o our surprise she was a girl

had lunch with several times last surmer, she i- now anerviui {Eﬁ
placing orphaned children with femilies in B.Ce a

1 am glad you like the thought of m h21rr in
Vancouver,for to tell the trugh I would go back to ’ee:lnr seagulls
any day te be out of the city. I think it is the fresh air T miss
though I go out whenever Dorothy wants company shopping and make
several trips myself, but it is not the seme as running in and out
without 2 hat and coat However if Fete ever 1nﬁq out Wow long he is
apt to be here we will siart hunting for =a place, but it seems wiser
to stay here for the time being and it really is very comfortable
and. convenient.,

Pete had a funny experience last evening, he stopped
in P beer parlor for a glass of beef and sat at 2 table with two
worimen who were talking to-gether, After a while Pete couldn't help
Dut ask one of them if he didn't come from near Interlaken in
wltzerlpndﬂgp his accent was just like the Swiss Guides) The man
was dumbfounded for he did come from Switzerland and couidn't figure
cut how Pete could tell, Said it was really Zurich he had lived in,
but that is not far. A man at another table wsas intere&ted and said
to Pete " Where do you think I come from 2 " and Pete said"Norway "
though the man's accent wasn't wery pronounced. l;e man couldn't
figure it out how Pete knew, s&id he came from the west coast of
Norway, Pete guessed “ronnFler oy Bergsen but the man sgaid " no *




So Pete sédd " Allesund " and the man Baid " Yes, ™
1t h did you ¥mow of that place’ so Pete sémd he had been there
They were all much excited and wanted to know if he were with the
Intelligence in the Air Force; and how he knew, Actually Pete wan
often tell by a person's eccent where they hail from, just the way
tk&sﬁronouce a2 few words,
The stores close this afternoon, at
Bey does, the others are nesrly all closed all day
0 out soon and get our supper. Pete may be late
telephone if‘he -is,
Loads '‘of love to you all,
P.&, Thanks for having the Concord Acadeny folders sent
that Mrs Bloedel gets them .

Cm‘m y

L




Hotél Devonshire.
Vancouver,B,C,
Thurs, 4prdil 20,1944,

Dearest Mother,
Jugt thought I would start @ letter ms I rather

expe ¢t Yorthy Whyte to telephone any minute to see if I want to
go shopping. I am also due to go for lunch at 11.30 with = argery
Crosby who liwes next us in Banff and now works in the office at
the Hotel Georgia, MPs Coysh is to luneh with us too, bheé is the
wife of an ex-manager of the Banff Springs and liwves here now,
Used to live in “aine snd wee brought up there.
‘esterday: was a very ' rainy day, I only went out

once to the fudson Bay to get the groceries and onece in the
afternoon to geta certain paper and otherwise wrote letters all
day, it seems to take so long to write one, I sterted one to
Dorothy “rown and got going end there seemed to be so much to

say 80 in the end it was much too long, I hope she won't mind,

Your letter written after seeing Carmen snd Boheme
came yesterdsy and so glad theat you were enjoying it all, Was very
interested in the Contents of the boxes at the opers, it gpeaks
for the !
riday~- Well ~orothy did call aend we did errsnds

then I Hed 1 88 planvied and they came "up Here' aftérwards, Mrs
Covsh -going about thrre -and sargery gtaying until ‘mearly fouxr, 'we
had sa-icup of L he Hre Coysh said that ehe used to plsy the
Clarinet in & girls G*C”E*tT“ in lexington Park, and her father
wae clerinetist in an orchestra in Portland =nd they -lived
Deering or her “other does now. “he met “r Coysh in Montreal while
playing at the old Place Vig = { can't spell “it ) Pete telephoned
he would be home for supper and then cﬁpnt the Fv”“iﬂﬂ showing
the fireman at a neardy firehall énstructional movies on fighting
fires, was Huue about ten and we were nzehty sleepy at 6.30 th

rning, but :wuna" will soon be here when

in

Ei

ey )
E.JEFQ came
morﬂlnn, the New Yorkers 1rr'vc" yest ’“fﬁv.. many thénks,: 1
80 glad that you really enjoyed your spree but I agree its nice
get back to the country. We are really very co**“*tﬁhWﬁ here an
the service one could want, yvou would Like the way things are
“or/ instance if one needs fresh milk you ‘u”t call the ServieE
*oom and they have it de | following morning.and vour
rxfibage is teken from a 1ittle 1pboa; every night. 1‘he cerwvice
room takes care of everything., Then if you want you can ealt in an
exeellent dining room dowvmstairs, there is no lobby, I

Your first letter sddressed here and

guess’ the

dining room used to be one, yet we are convenient to everyvthing,
a block from Hobson atreet where there is a row of little stores
Fakeries, groceries, meat etec., everything you could want, all tiny
stores. Two blocks the other way is the ?hﬂ¢cw Bay with =

LIl

large
help yourself procery in the bssement. and Granville street with t
he movies bl

& Ff ! o T e - Ard= s - =1 A e i
O Thne- s0ontn ang . -more Btore Lo the north, Everythin B

distance, nt somehow I alwsys feel 'a bit couped




in a city and never feel cuite right going around withc
at though many do,Actually it seems adull to me compared
Tofino but guess that is a matter of taste, of course one can
keep wandering through the stores ang going to the movies ( $hich

don't: seem worth seeing now-a-days )} but the weather never gives

you a 1ift in the city its s=o dulled bythe smoke and dirt and
tall buiddings.,/And as for thinking that-the people in Tofino
re of a different pai=w class, I don't think the word clas 3
pplies in Yestern Canada, It is too new country and most of
the reople one meets 1n a place like -afJﬂo will someday be the
revered ancesters as. the early settlers of INew Encslsa nd are to-day,
Liemember 'EtNEV used Lo say M Iﬁs not the Job you do but the way
you do it," and I must say I admire the reople who actuslly da
things.

F don't Imow what to say about continuin ¥ith the
”“ﬂrqc Federation of Art “ﬂFlene.IT it dis “Ebtlﬂ more inters
esting 1t would be well to continue it, we often look back over
the ones we have in Banff for after all good nictnreq are wolrhh
looking at-anytime., I saw a London Studio up at the Georgian
Club, yesterday of Russian things and 1 was awfully interested to
gee that they c0nﬂi*erpf what we would ecall " good Hainting "
good too. I can't help but think that all the awfull stuff they
tTy to sell and which is a vogue in New York sné Chicago , will
not last, It seems to belong to the vre war period vhen things
like music and art and Movies got all mixed up in rackets and nol
ome stopped to think whether they were really good oo bad, It '
belonged to the period that brought on the war and someday we

may realize that a lot of it was sponsored and encouraged by the
“azig and Fascists to weaken and degradethe reorle, I haven't

forgotten how pleased the German purser was on Lthe freishter we
crosged on , when news came that France hag again changed ' its
government. They were g2ad to think how weak france hs ad become,

Guess I had better not goion too much, must do some
@éroning and then maybe go ont again for T hate gtaying in if 4t
8t all nice out,

Loads of 1o§e,




Motel Devonshire

VAMCOUWVER, B. C.
CANADA

Dearest lother,

Another weekend gone, but very
pleasantly though it rained a good part of the
time.and to-day is foggy and drizzly. May be
I will get some letters written! ;

Saturday I shopped in the horning

hime for lunoh after one. “round
egéng overcast b pleasant out, we
toﬁf the car end drove ou #une vez Island where
five weeks last surmer. and watched
the Vancouver Airport take off and
as fun watching them, we doove back
u]@ na drive and via the W.A C. WFere tete
went in something. I wish you could be here
to drive around with us for you would really
enjoy the scenery and the woods and all the
little homes with their lovely gardens,
are few thst don't have some sort of floufjﬂ
and plenting, usually a rock garden of some sort
but pleanned to fit the house and lot. Many of
the trees along the streest are flowering ones
as they are in Victoris and it is very prétty in

he epring.
ne gpring

1
W

It was alm gix when we got the
lthe gergge and had planned to go to see
vie"ladame Curie" so as we walked by the
enquired when the picture went on, it was
then and the next time wouldn't be until
they had a double feature which I think
iz too bad it meakes the show so long. Te decidedn
to go then,not wanting to wait until so late, &
as'"Madame Curie " is a 2 hour show it was nearly
nine when we got out. We enjoyed it for it is a
rezlly ~good movie and I thought very well done,
1The same ones as were to-gether in "Mrs Minever
You never would have known Walter Pidgeon he




Eﬁﬂ S0 gnt%relg different._If you have a chance b
50 see 1t I think you would enjoy it, I am

going to get the life of her mother by Eve Curie,
At will be interesting to r ead now.

Yesterdax we were in all morning, sleepinm
late until nine. Then we telephoned the McQueens
who live over at West Vancouver and they wanted
us to come for supper, Mr McOueen is an old
friend from Calgary, used to bring his family to
Banff when Pete was a boy and used to take Pete
on ‘tI‘i'D!". in his car. He F?_'Lffwg-*.:l}rg; en-ﬁo}rgﬁ’ tellings
about the time Pete ( aged 9 or 10 ) drove to
Calgary with him and the car broke down and when
they finally got to Calgary Yery dusty and dirty
and went into an automobile place, he was all for
buying a new car. So when he asked Pete his opininn
Pete evidently advised him to buy 2 Chalmers.
and as Mr lMcQueen always says " It was the worst
car I ever had." He is quite a tease and a very
kind men. Gladys is his second wife and much
younger, but they have the lovliest little home
out here and seem very happy. They showed us all
over it and the garden. The house is 7 miles from
here, you drive through the park and acsoss the
big bridge to the other side of the harbor then
turn left. It is on a bluff overlooking the water,
a few lerge fir trees and the steep bank is =ll
terraced down to the water. Stone mostly with
little plots of grass a few stone seat- and lovely
planting, flowers and gheubs. You go dowvn one side
and back the other though in all it must be only
40 or 50 feet wide. It is the steepest hillside
but the grades are easy, at the bottom they can
swim in the sea. and can't really be seen by the
neighbors on the shore or in the garden. The
house is small with large rooms. © lovely living
room with a big window looking over the top pert
of the garden and risght out to see or reslly acros
to Vancouver Island on a cleasr day, all the boats
entering or lesving the harbor have to pass their
house s0 one never tires of watching.

They insisted we share supper and somehow
she made a big meal out of whet they were to have,
“* delicious soup we had in cups while sitting in
the living room in front of the fire, =nd cheese
things, It was so good we all had a second cup,
Then she stuffed a pork tenderloin, sort of rolled
it around the stuffing and then sliced it when it
was done, awful good. We each had a quarter of
one largze potatoe, a couple of spears of asparagus
and plenty of beets. Then she spread out the




desert with whippedgaiwup. cream,

SHotel Devonshire

VANCOUVER. B. C.
CANADA

I thought she was real clever. They seemed so
glad to have us. come and we enjoyed it just as
much.

I forgot to tell you that in the garden
they have a bar-be-gue built right in to the
stome work and entertain entirely in the garden
when the warm weather comes, there are no
roscuitaesfﬂne reagson I believe wh ¥ the gardens
here are so lovely and used so much.Wish you
could see it.

Yust go shopping now as they have the best
things fairly early in the morning,
Loads of love,

Cefhiarmuine -
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Hotel Devonshire

VANCOUVER, B. C.
CANADA

Jearest liother,

I may not mail this until to-
morrow but thought while I had the chance would
write. “id fairly well this morning =nd got
three letters written, was going to start at the
Red Cross this afternoon but maybe ecan to-morro
At any rate we have a bit of sunshine for =
change.,

Pete has Duty Watch this week,
sand is on"Fire Picket" has to be around in case
there should be a fire, was hoping to get some
one who lives in barracks all the time to take hg
rlave, you are allowed to do that, but he hasn't
been here long enough to know anyone he can ask,
“0 I don't know whether to expect him in or not
to-night.

Glad to hear that the Newburys
have arrived and it will be so nice if they can
find a2 house near Bert =nd Anne and have a rerl

home sgain, there house in Belgrade was alwaye so

homelike. Isn't there anything up near Nashob a
expect it is as hard to find places there

the

L)

matter with Milly 2
e

You hadn't mentioned

ol

¥y forgot to tell you sbout
had yesterday. It was raining, but not
I had to go down for an errand near the
Yffice =0 went just before it was time for
Be n" and hies radio group to open the
tory loan. They have a stage set up in front
post office and then each noon stage some
of show, close off the block for the time
expect you listen to Jack Bemny on the




radio, We don't. but I thourght it would be
to gee wh at such g performance was like. There
was auite a crowd, and most with umbrellas but
when it started most people put their umbre las
dovn S0 you could see theit hends and the micopha-—
one once in a while, I enclose =a PiﬂTFTF “%er
I think T =am in but =m not sure. The cro vas
very good natured and no
little provioked at
their L?b*3L1““ :
hers up,(at le: : Was 1
friends umbrel wish those people in
front would T!“t b',,i; umbeella down ! " She
never t‘0u"“T that the one she was under was
objectionable to someone behind., The
w wasn 't very funny, I don't ¥now how they
kkeep oOr s*“l after yvearnbeing s¢ stupnid
the s B! There were lots of o0ld men and
in the rain too, I guess we

2
=~_-

Wedne y- Well Pete was
d through a friend found someone
€arn some money towards a trip and
pﬂy* : F‘W to stand in for him this
day & You are allowed to do it for someone
elee, ra we were predty plessed as otherwise T
ight not have seen him until next
A letter from you yesterday snswered
questions asked on page one, Ias Iiddle street
one the Johnsons live ong ? I thought lirs

ana
]

o i
vesdar &

e 5

e's house was on Belnap ﬂou*t at- the corner
maybe that is tj- back side., It sounds just
for Cousin Bert and Alma, =0 near the statih
will make it nice for them all, for Frances
ome out more easily and the bus will be

! s alco they are not far from the shops

it will be nice for the Coles to know who is

the house, I am really glad that they are in

east now and can have the fun of the Granag -
children, expect they will be 2 big help too

I wonder will Bousin Bert not help Fbbe with his

table garden.
' Ho sorry to hear about Milly, it =ounds
hawving both chicken pox and measles, T
the latter enough last summer.
#11 for now,

o 1l
L]

Loads

of
WA
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Hotel Devonshire

VANCOUVER. B. C.
CANADA

April 28,1944,

pearest lother,

do hope that Millie hsas pulled
through allright, for that must have been pretty
awfull with such a tempers ture though I believe
thL ki"ﬁ tempersture has something to do with
fighting the desease. Shall be anxious to hear
how she is.

We are having resl¥Xy nice weather
for a change but somehow in a city vou can't
get the benifit of the sun, :He“e is £00 much
goot miged in, also I don't like much te go to
the beaches and parks I HEFelf these days, though

il

¥
I guess that is silly but there are so many funny
people around .thes—e=dass. largery Crosby has the
day off from the Georgia and is coming for lunch
and then we will go somewhere to-sether whieh will
be nice. I had mean't to go- to the Red Cross room
but decided that a little fresh air and sunshine
shouldn't be missed. and yesterday I spent so much
time trying to find & notary publiec to witness
my signature on one of the Banff leases that thee
ragn 't much time afterwards.

I still shop with Dorothy each morning
and that gives us a walk, I have been trying to
find out sbout the R.C.A.F.ekhibition, wken it was
to be ete. and =0 make tripse ito get 1} Ottawa
Paper, I even tried the library but the reading
room was full of so many o0ld men I didn't stsy logm
there. The joke was on us in the end., Its rather
a long stoxry but cuite funny,

Sunday Dorothy heard over the radio that
Sgt. Cowley-Brown from Victoris had won the H.C.A¥
competition, and we had seen a picture of the
prize winning painting which Chris had sent Pete
from Tofino. It looked awfully good so we weren't
surprised., But still i _ 1
exhibition would take pls Then about Tugsday
Pete zot a notice that his paintings were 10O




4=

be included in the 127 hung t o: he 700 sent
in., So we were glad of that
Wednesday FPete had to stey 1 to clean the

barracks and called me up ab« 6 o ﬂlﬂf to say
he would be in after seven. I had read gll the
papers and magsziner thinkings there mighft be some
thing of interest and so while waiting thought,"I
will just skim through the old Calgary Heralés"
that are still reaching us via Tofino, Picked up
one of April 18th ( over o week old ) and read
sbout the Didsbury Red Cross on the back page, the
Provincial news and right underneahh was " Among
the prize Winners in the H.C.A F.Competision was
L.A.C.Peter Whyte of Banff with ) "Bush Station,
Western Air Command " etc, Well I could hardly
believe it and was gll excitéd, could hardly wait
for Pete to ret back. He in the meantime was readg
ing the Crag and Canyon which had just arrived WAL
and it was in that. He didn't cuite believe that
either. and then in the mail was a letter from
Mrs llac saying "Congratulations!" They evédent
send the news to each winners h ome paper, for Tt
only ones mentioned in the Vancouver T‘“ne*” were
two Vancouver boys, at least one was Victoria but
studied painting here. Cowley-Brown won the $100.
prize for the best picture in the competition

but there were lots of other prizes of 55 or 10
in each class, Water color, draving, olls etc.one
of which Pete evidently got.But it was nice Jjust
the same to win something even if it is only
Honorable ﬁEPblOn-

Won't be writing until londay agein

I just take from Taturday noon until Monday
ning off.

-

Loads of love,
CaDianians

o
¥

or
noxr




Potel Devonshire

VAMCOUVER, B. C,
CANADA

Dearest lother,

Jugt think it ie “day already.
Another nice letter from you 1eqteraqw and ag
you didn't mention Milly XKeyes I imagine that
meant she was better. I certainly hope =o.

We had a busy weekend, Fiiday
after writing you I went Vlth Uoratrv over to
see Frances James who had arrivedthe evening
befor&. che is the one who ueed to sing at the
Banff Springs and is here to give a consert to-
night and to sing twice over the tadio. We heard
her last night and she really seems to sing better
than ever, PR LA~

The first thing that she greeted me
with was." How emciting Pete winning a prize 2 "
she had read it in the Edmonton paper she thought,
but couldn't remember the details, so Ss turua:
morning after doing my weekend shopving ear 1%
I went down to the library and looked at the
Edmonton and Calgary papers they had., Sure enough
in the Edmonton Journal, Pete had won 2nd pri-ze
in the 0il Paintings(which was class A)and got
$50,00, The part that amused me was that it was
headlined " Banff Flier Wins Service Art Prize "
and Pete hasn't been up in a plane vet! I could
hardly wait for Pete to come home, luckily it was
Saturday so he was home by one thirty.We went down
later to the newsgpaper shop and found an Ottawa
paper of last londay with pictures of some of the
paintings and it also gave a list of the prizes
the winning oil being a portmait, but I think Pete
did well for his was a landscape and he wasn't
able to nake t?e ﬂl”ﬂeq recomniznhlc as they
gidn't want sons, He didn't
have time to paint t“e Eenond thture a8 tﬂeIcu
10 days off the time before sending them in .Se
in the short time he had he didn't do badly.




To go Yack to Friday, Margery Croshby came
in about twelve and then we took a trollerto
the park, had lunch in the Pavilion which is
a lovely spot surrounded by rdens lawms
big trees and we even had i
strolled about and finally
watched the shdépping #£o in
mostly the ferxry, but it was
the sun and fresh air, it was five when I g

In the evening Prances and John Newmar]
her acompanyist, dropped in after ten for a short
time and then yeasterday we dppve them over to
Dorothy Whyte's for tea going through the park =
and 2 détour to the British Properties, a residentd
development with a wondefful view from the top.
It was a beautiful day and after we got there
we went for a nice short walk around the di
and peeked in at the various gardens, the:
lots of people working in their gsrdens al
way over.

Dorothy will soon be c¢alling so
no more now,

3

Loads of love,

Cﬁﬂi&mmmxha .
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iotel Devonshire,
Vﬂncouu\:,?.i.
Friday, Yay 65,1944,

Another lovely day, it was B4
however it felt warmer though
he, afternoon, this apartment dcefﬂ
morning and late afterncon for
I vy enjoy. it 'ea-i won't get so
nice cross current

We are going for

48, Saturday and Sunday talke
night and then come bsck on the ertm"*oor
be a nice change and I hope  t} g
to see aﬁm"i our byeyveles: whi
Warde is . efter for us.
ﬂ“tPrﬁ-y was Army day din
they had = lf“ of =zrmy vehicles on Howe N
~he thing that interested mé most was the lsundry, two men tarkznﬁ
were washing flammel sheets snd you could see them going
s0me came oult and were wrung and handed to the next men
guess.put them- in, a-drying tr”nﬁ.lt was =ort of & big
or. ‘hen last night Pete snd I went down to the Bond Bhell i
of the post office where two pipe bands playved for nearly
and hour, walked up end down and then the drums did a bit of
iing by themselves with much twirling of the sticks, it was all
stirring =nd funf to see the ies
I didn't realige that Mrs M *te‘r face was covered
with exegma, how awful that must be, Do th ever iry ray treatmens
ox ““"ﬁiotkerﬂﬂy ( haven't any ides if thf* is the Tifhﬂ1TOT€} but
in Danff there is a clinic where ‘they give all sorts of treatments
with sun lsmpe, radio wave lamps, infra red and goodness lmows what
1t ig mostly for muscles and joints but might help skin things too,
I ¥now that Pele gets a s}in infection from hat bands én his foreha
and he had treatments that helped. Might be worth trying,
When I told youn about desert at the McQueens guess
I'meant to say that she spread out the i Al #rd desert wilk
whipped eream, bw whipping the top of the bottled mi 1P.nny way 1t
wag very good. :

u,r.al-

~he place Pete works now is hardly a camp. It is
comparable to the kind of place Russ is in being largely offices.
The.building is of a temporery nature built on what used to be a
z0lf course I think and is surrounded by trees and lawms., There is
a barrakks nearby but nearly all the lads live out, so Pete just has
& bunk assigned to him which he hasn't used as vet.All the stations
here are seattered gbout and comparitively small I think. Petes work
is rostly in the dark room, developing film and making prints etc.
but he slso does some work on the educstionsl filme that sre sent to




the va“ious other stations in the command,They have what they
call a ZParade " gbout once = week, where they are inspected
but it is not a parade with bands ete. Then thev also zo on
"route narﬂbet " to keep in shape I guess and go round a few
blockeg and back.ind thats about 211 I can tell you for I don't
kmow much about it myself

thought Jh“+ such a well expressed and well written
letter of Natalia y Wonder how old she is now, We enjoy all
the letters that 3au enclose.

I don't remember that they used to have a parade on the
19th ~0f April, the parade was always the Soth of laj -used to
“efgéiljﬁr balloons rnd a band concert,and the eerernpw at the
bridege was the Sunday before Decoration Day. Aren't I réght?

~on't mow Wy they no longer havethe name of the place
on the postmarks, but I noticed it last fall on letters from
Pele, it may be something to do wiilh the war e&ndj messages, or
perhaps it is just that they can't get new stampes with names on
sthem and are using plain ones for the time being

By the:wey, 1 think the 01ld ski film yal swoke of is the
one that Russell tnourht was loat, We had two and ours was lost
through Cliff so Pete says, and then we were rather uppet to think
the one in Concord was 1oqt too. Perhaps it would be just as well
not to show it any more until we sre able to have a copy made of
it as the pictures are the only ones taken at that time and we

ould like to have a reeord of them before they get too scocratched
from being used “too mich,

No we never did hear from the ~avy man about the photogr
ihat was & nice letter he wrote vou,

This butter stretcher is good =0 they ssy, you get the
batter nice and soft to hegln vith and I ‘think you use cresm

instead of milk, Maybe this ien't the recipe I em thinking of
but =2m sure it had an egg.

-

hope you likxe Madame Cur*e y it is awfully sad.at the
end but the rest of it you would enjov.

How nice that “““? Cool Castle is engaged, perhpps it
will be a mach happier for her, she was . pretiy young the
first one and if they live ﬂ.nlt furthetr away' their lives will
their own and if they have to depend on themsglves it wi
betieb.,

Reead ] e other day one of those Dortors
articles that a . £ T »ture, often good senfpe in them,
the last one said on older ﬂf@ﬂfe get indigestion
{5 that they hecom active and don't do things that make them

end over etec. Bo the hile doesn't go. where it should go. T
?inP your bile must be circulating pretty rapidly with all the
work vyou do in the gar and no doubt it is = foud thing!
Am enclosing & typewritten letter that Barbara and
gome time eapo, thought you would like to see it
tosug, for it' is fun

t read " They sent me it
but will put it down on my list.
& B ¥ e

About the joke in the

i, PR
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are baek ne asfter a very
overly exciting but a nice
the night boat retting 2 good
up early around seven when the
were lucky and
Sussex, e had a
wien you arrive early
vacated and cleaned,
We had a couple of people
then arranged for our bycygles to
up and taken to the pier for checl] king.
I went out to see ‘-..‘.r'_-:, .- |
indly looked after
CI-:.?_«-{'-_"-.- to 'iu""": ,_rmr..._r-
Helen came out

80 stopped in there a minute tc¢
was a 1ovelr e the o
1cord. Lilacs and tulips are out and the early

L% -~ - s .
and the trees in : Your letter to-day

spoke of the daffodills,whilch were out when we
came the first of the month so you mu be about
weeks behind,the season as it ie

We had lunch early so as to go to the
and saw Frances James on her way back to

Vancouver, adho s ry Campbgg@ Who she had been
visitinge .'::r" then Bobby Hunter picked us up th

DD' turns cutting thejyr grass , h:
us home s round
call at the hospital
drive thrown in. He and
nner and we went to & movie
he technieclor pieture of
Jl_hl" *"'-"..../ aven in Germany, quite

all teken on the trip» or

we went out to his house for the ﬁ“t




actual raid.lhe name of the particules
Jres the lemphis Belle., Following th:
Intermezzo " with Leslie Howard and
Bergman, very good but a rather old
believe though we had never seen it
Slept in late Sunday, had a wa
t e deserted and gquiet s=tteets and then it was
me for an early mlunch and the b oat back.
war sunny to start with but became over-
it really was too cold to sit out all . the
he"Prineess Viectoria" is a boat theat ~
up for years and only brought back into
l**t year, it is tiny and ‘1‘ﬂ the Sunday
was little room to sit mfortably.
on deck on the box that h | ife preserp
hen had coffee and managed ait then in
little place set asiée for ths Anyone havig
good chair naturally hung on to it, However we
soon found Z folding ones set up in the passagem
where the cabins are and we with a row of others
sat there with people walking by continuosly and
stepping over our feet. However everyone seemed
take it as a matter of course and no one EO"“Tﬁléhl
of the crowded conditions,
We ran into one of the Asling Girls from
Lale ~ouise on her honeymoon and also 2 girl
from Banff who has been in the Air force for two
yeare, she stayed with us all the way and we
enjoyed seeing her again. We probably should
taken a cabin which many do, but it wesn't too
bad and we got back in time for a light supper
up here

To-day is rainy and dull, at
looks like rain. lthis isn't much of
but guegs 1 am not very bright like the
will try and do better next time,
Loads of love,

C oA 0L -~
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nednesday,
10 1O
ay 10,1944,

= ]

has been nice getting all
hearing about the time
garaden, the day the Barrete and
various tezss nnid
the Newburys

the same
fore 7 and
"..F‘.'-‘!“-_ snd dres:s
the dishes
12 room and do any
wahhing of st Kinge and *nﬁe*“ﬁﬁr ete, by
9. listen to the B.B.C.news th while 'E;;ﬁvbe
do the bed or mending or JuPt hings
away and then write letters un
ten as a rul
-i“n11 'H-(“-\.'\- hamn:
ind have =z
r‘ nk etc. Sometimes
want to so I meke znot
1 _"-r,_". eat about ﬂv_rr:wr_?‘
1 and 1,30 in
u=5m“ or to tell me 3
~hen I~&1an to write letters,
done, I get so dernegd
start. “ut sometimes there r%w
or it seems too nice to
band play and have to run
_ ° going to the Red Cross, got mv smock
:*ffgc‘;:x all rezd » one day only to find they
had had move from their rooms and so will
have to enqguire 1iu?"@ *‘E" are now working
& uEth1w.93m: mu mber to c: but if they
3 l ¢an g0 there f. che *”Lovmcuﬂr.

A
¥

ar

stay
out.,

T

s : £ :
e haven't listened t the Oui

UL~




for some time, were at Mr lcOueens one
muﬂﬂa" and the last two have listened to
Frances James sing instead , as her program
came at the same time.

Yy the way will enclose a clipping of
the lirGQueens in their dining room, only it
mist have been the butler's night off when we
were there ! ~“hatis guite a way of raising monw
or rather selling bonds, They don't do much of
that sort of selling here, mx Did I tell you
the licGueens house used to belong to a =ea
Captain and the mantle piece was made out of
the ocak belonging to the old Empress of
Scotland and perhaps the stained glass windowx
2t one end of the dining room came from it Loo.
I didn't notice them when we were there but th
show up in the picture.

“ot a letter from Tofino and they are
_ es there, three grown up peodze,
80 perhaps it is Jjust as well I had them last
summer when I got such good care.*m glad that
Milléd is improving, but what a time she muet
have had,

Pete got his prize money yesterday via
lofino. a $50.00 cheque from a Senator, Mr
Petterson , who gave “OGQGO ag prize money,

#g the War Loan drive is in its last week Pete
decided to put it in that until he decides what
special thing to do with it,

Did I tell you the joke on Pete who as
you know really never swearsg he is not inthe
habit of saying more than an occasional"Dami"
Well last week he was working away in their
cffice and another lad came in much upset about
something and =tode up and down the room giving
vent to his feelings in what Pete termed " rathe
choice language " &nd in a ath@r loud voice.
The transomes were open into the hall and
evidently every word could be heard up and
dowvn the corridor and even in the office across
the hall occupied by women stenogr aphers. When
the other lad finished with a last "- Damn

he strode into the Dark romm and shut
t*e door, dmEkxit®em leaving Pete zlone in the

uter folCP. Just then the hall deoor onpened

te and sald " Do you realize that every word
you said could be heard up and down the hallg"
Pete gulped a few times for the offi cexr sounded
pretty sore, but that was all he said. However
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Pete say- he now has cuite a reputation
uec of bad languasge and he notices tha
young ladies from across the hall look
rather askance,
He almost got in wrong on his duty

too. The boy who he paid to stand in for

and who answered his name, evidently laug “Gd
when the cfficer in charge showed them 10“ a
lawn should be cut or clipped or something.
Several of them laughed but the officer turned
and pointed at Pete's friend threatening him
with the gumad house if he laughed again. and
that would have mean't $ke a black mark against

Peter VWhyte: “11 sorts of things can happen

and no chance to explain ruach !

WAt A -

ﬁﬁu&ﬂ1ﬁtﬁmﬁ é CJQ
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Friday, Msy 12,194

Dearest Tother,

We are hBaving nice weather again
though the wind has been rather cool, to=- n“v
looks warm but I haven't been out to se Thaty &
the re"eunfsrm springs stay a long 'L.J"le.&q hocacQ~
Yestérday was ouite busy, I went
down to the train to see Frances James off and
then Yorothy and I did ankrrend and watched the
men gathereing to march in a small parade for
the Vietory leen, Pete was supposed to be in it
as there had been too few the last time, =nd sue
crouaL he came in with the others on = trucls to
the Courthoys gquare in front of the Georgia an
I saw h;ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁl?? a couple of times, Yorothy
couldn't stay long enough,
Alsgo ran intn “verret Erling
of Seattle a friend of the ®loedells who came
to the house last winter, he has been to Ranff
skiing several times, is very nice, wanted us
to go and see him in “eattle but it is too
to get away and make sucP a trip.Anyway we aremd
in the habit of visitine preople but it was nices
of him all the same,
ihe parade passed a reviewing stal
stand. "here “#dmiral Brodeur, Pearkes for the
Army and Stevenson for th e Air force reviewad
the sailors Soldiers ang Airmen. about 100 of
each but three bands. I had = nice spot right
next the reviewing stand on the curb and then
Just a short time before they were due to pass
they Yémoved the stand about 20 feet ot more
further along. Hovewer we had a good spot,
another lady =nd I , we became ouite friendly wig
ait ';,. Sh le told me the only show at the
] he had been to was to see Jack Benny
in 1luck there fof after standine
while they hoved all the pedppe in front
and the barracade she was near, in back
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Dearest lother,
To-day is d=
'ﬁ.i';"ﬂ't 10[}1: ﬁ'ez"':.’.- "r__-_-é '-'.'}LEH
morning but though
drove it ; T
QOF”Eﬁ and L,Inen
Juﬁt as wet, I

rubber boots though

seems To be lifting now =so =
little later I may go and do the errand which is

about ten blocks from here, zet some shoes fixed.

We had a very nice weekend on the
whole though the time does go so fast over 1HE
Saturday and Sunday. Dorothy and I went shopping
in the morning, it was sunny and Warm, then in
the afternoon after Pete hed finished lunch about
2.30 we called up the George Brewsters from Banff
who are here et the Hotel Vancouver. he on busines
and she on a holiday, the first time she has cever
been out here since she was a child I guess,if e
then.Pete asked them if they would like 6o drive
out to the Air port with us and they said they
would like to wvery much but it would be four beforet
Lney could go as they had to see a friend at 3.30.
That suited us fine as we had one errend to do and
the car to get, so arranged to meet at the Hotel
Vancouver at 4 o'clokk,

“e were- there on the dot, got a good
place to park on Georgia st. but they weren't thee

there or in their room, we tried asgain in 15

minutes, still 1 sign, went over to the Devond
shire to see if there was a message r
no., Waited until guarter to five and th
message for them at Lﬂ e Vancouver to sa3
would try to see them later and *egt

car awsy ,(a nice way o save gas

fo
41
Ld




way back stopped in and had a beer, and when we
got back found a message from then left at 4.30
that they would be back at their hotel at § N'clhk
it was then six. so we called them again , no one
there, finally at 6.30 "we got them on the phone
and they had gotten delsyed all round seeing
people but would be free after seeing one more,se
we asked them for supper and they said they would
call up ewhen they were ready, sbout eight
Barbara Brewster called for us to go over for a
drink and half an hour later George came in so
it was nine when we had supper at the Geppgia !
However it was fun seeing them and they
were enjoying thexx first real veec ation away
from the children, the oldest being 13.CGeorge
is very amusing and was awfully funny telling abd
about a2 lady who had spoken to him in the lokby
saying " of course you remember me" and he
pretended he did, and then she seemed to know all
about him and he couldn't place her at all, or
her husband who is dead now but who he was
supposed to know well at Jasper. The lady came
up to their room and Barbara said it was awfully
funny ,for $he lady Inew George couldn't really
remember her or place her, ( she had told them h
name ) and she would mention things but not quit
enough for George to be able to catch on vho she w
was or where he had know n her, and even now he
has no idea where he ever meh her.

It was 10.20 when we got home so yefdsterday
being Sunday we slept in, sat around most of the
morning and then after an ' early lunch drove out
to Dorothy's, It was nice when we left but got
cloudy later in the afternoon and rained a bit
when we got h ome. We stayed for tea only though

they asked us to siddy for supper. Had fun watching
£ robins cram w-orms down the throats of their
offspring in a nest in the holly tree. The birds
would clean the nest too., The park was crowded with
people as we drove through it, sitting on the grass
walking and picnicing, a cricket game about to
gtart and horse back riders,others bostine.It was
lovely and mild for it,
We have decided not to take the two rooms

I looked at the tdher day. We are very comfortable
here and Pete may get his leave in June $or it woul
only be a month or 6 weeks more here, the other
place is reslly further for Pete and means making
connections if he takes the street car and also it
is dite a way out if we want to fo anything here.

1

e
e
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The main objection is that we would
all our dighes and linen and though
sleeping bags and flawﬂelette sheets
bed there are two single ones there.
is nicer than the one 1& had last year for we can
see the mountains and harbor, and with the car
we wan get out on weekends.

Had a nice letter from lirs liotte to-day
I really didn't méh to have her write, muet send
her another card.She certainly has had a seige
of 3t

Your letter telling that Russell got bac
came yesterdsy and we were awfully z23ad to hear
He ﬁuﬁt have Bhd an interesting time and I do hope
we see him before too long so as to hear =hout
gome of Lis experienves, though I don't expect he
will ever forget them.

I must go now and do that long distance
errand.

+
1

love to you all, Glad the tea

the Newburys went well who 21l did you invit
re love,

Qamw
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Dearest lMother,

A nice long letter from vou ves-
terday. #nd also the New Y ; ‘
Peabody lMuseam folder came too.

a parade on the 19th of Ap
band concert used to be the
[ay

50 long, I do remehber the balloons

2
going to the bridge for a special
ration. Guess I am just mixed up. They
&4

nave g ceremony at the bridre when the

4

graves of the British ilers were

}hl’, T remer
erd onl

=
20 years or

We are having

= F B
after a showery dayv Mondav
. % - ot B A4 L

number of letters but f£ing

beeau:

T ret o4 e ‘ T i o Py -
v BLEILEG .80 When you oW

'R : L
1ave Lo write a better

12e there seem= to be




went to a nice

nice pictures ]

the po=st office

in time fo prepare supper.

ST o ER b - - L T
Wiill 181 DUL e aadeq nerxr
. | ] .."'.“ ,_.'I e
el '“""CD " e e ns

most 11tﬁ*ﬂ't hg and pleasant evening.
.

person who is so intersted in everything

of

that you find you haven't time to discucss all the

angles yvou would like tﬁ. She and her husbhand bouskl
couple of pur pictures year

been in

gbout t

g ago and have always
terested in painti She was tellingz us

e various people s had met in Monteeal
gnd the problems of running a gellery and tryving

tah- an interesting collection, There seems to
interest in Paintinr in Canede
good sinn.fﬁu tried to go by
hed JE“ nurses
and she said
every nortln'.
married and
her to be =able
the age of
. tempted
and do ”oret"“" active, but
1at she owed it to her children to be
with them. She is ouite a wondeful person.

Its too bad you couldn't get Cousin Bert
to help in the garden, but expect he will be helpig
Bert with his. I have trged to think of a good job
to suggest his doing but can't seem to.

Enclose a clipping =bout the snow on the
mountains scross the harbo r, it is hard to
realize there is still so much so near here.

Algo one about the welcome they planned for re-
turning airmen, they must have decided something
should be done to show appreciation for there have
been quite a few meunded returning guietly all the
time, The familys go down to the station. and they
have a special room for them to meet in bat other
wise there isn't a great deal of excitement. Cen't
vou see the one who vanished much embarrassed. It
was lucky that one didn't disappoint them.

must o shopping now.

.-:-JO-'-!dF: Df 10"'-"@ ]

CRhaniine -
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Hotel Dewvonshir
Vancouver,b.C
Friday May

IThere is one nice thing sbout living here right in
the ntex things, you see your friends easily. Last night Bill
Jamison called:up £xmm to say that he ran into Margery Crosby wmho
told him we were here and he is coming in after supper to-night,

He is a young lad vho used to work for George NHoble as Photographer
in Banff and was in the Reserve Army with Fete for a long time befor
he joined the Active Army, and we haven't seen him except for a

few moments since, Then last night we met the George Brewsters and
drove them out to the Air port z2nd beck by the “arine Drive, I have
never seen people enjoy everything so and they kept exclaiming over
the lovely Hodadrendrum ( that certainly is ﬂneli a8 wrong as it
could be ) R?oﬁGHEﬂﬂ?on bushes which are in their prime. Somehow you
wouldn't expect George to be so ntrrfftcﬁ,{ is one of Pearl's

: S : . 5
brothers } He works around busases and cars all JL:’".E' tim runs a. . bus

line "in ?ﬂnff. They inaisted we go up to their room wl
back and have a drink which we did snd then they wante
dinner in their room which ‘we had around nine 1 guegs, but
lots of fun, the most delicious steaks =nd in a sort of s
oven to  keep real hot, It ' was 11.30 when we got home but even if it
was & lete evening for us we did have a good time. Th told ms all
about their trip to Vietoria, the first time his wife _16 ever been
on a bhoat, You know I think eny one who enjoye and is interested in
all the little things they notice are the onés wl _-‘ e most
pleasure out of going anywhere and it- is fun to t hem around.
ihevy go back this morning.
I have been getting

don™t et more than two or Il * 11 :

been difficeult, like one.to Tom Lank who's wif

n

b
en
d

He wrote us a‘long letter all sbout it and seemed
from us,
cuegs that Pete's picture
' the coast but it 11yt
good part of the tl* The burnt
heré on any newly- cleared land and even
they still burn them to try and get
it gives the feeling of the large ‘"“n-ﬁfer
the planes, being worked on by ~eﬁ
ip.. The trees in.the backeground
especially the one with two prongs

& -

o T ® g ~
most to tl ores

to South “merica
you look Pack sbout
r_,'-]'“:l' o .i n _...l..c- i
; et







“Nother wealkend over,
wind has charnged
About every
idnt't
showerg,
rete
..'._i_'; 11 % ne ;.j._* and ..'. Ta ..-'_.-"-. Ly 1y 1 -._._‘ _-.:I- :_.. ] .::_'.-:h'.ﬁ
regdy
annupel
.
seemed .
erusing even if ditoientt 7 enougk
~he same people Fo o1 abi . afterno
' hed 1-there and f
here are alwsys ‘a few older
glass or two and'then the ‘men on lecove
remarkable-hata, Wewent to-an eariv nmovie

c
thirty,"Private Hargrove'" ' which was cuite funmy. We were
we-wentiwarliy as il wag quite s Tine up'when we came out.
Iate: supper -=nd weni bed earlv:, We had beén up late
ay night as well as Thiurdday, for Bill Hamieson had come in
to see . us and it waseleven when he left, He used to work for
eor-e. Noble , puess I told you that before.

It was fun seeing
him again, seems funny for him to be = good photographer who used

tordo ‘the work FPete is8 Qﬁ@inﬁ.ﬁll the time and now he is =& gquarte
master Sergeant in the Army. Je seems to like &t and told us of
the other boys  in the same outfit that we know from Banff,

Yesterday being Sundsy, we arose late, sbout 8,30 and
gtayed. in“all morning, writing let and-doding the ¢dd things,
: eariy. lunch:  =and then ided to go over to Dorothys as

3 - | . Y= - = = T - L r . EELE
hed. some Teas] ¥ f “the back of-the cs Fe likes

1]

g0 there as’'n 2 makes a fuss and they donl't.insist that we etey

for esupper or mind what we do, It beins a lovely sunny afternoon
we apr-eads the sleeping bags out to air =and then lay dovm on them
for a sunbath. until the clouds came over and it got too cold.
Dorothy made tea and we were Wack hete for supper and the various
Headio programs inecluding the Quiz Kids,We'went over on the Ferrv
~nd back by the bridge. A1l the azalias, lilacs, spyria snd other

flowering shrubs are out and Very lovely. There is a boulevard
Horhhr Vangouver,which is very predty. lamid out years sgo when
Jiéﬁﬁtﬁrﬂw move ‘than it did, for the: ghrubs still
they can't afford to give them any real care or cut
There some auite large Japanese maples and they
unusually red yesterdsy.

<




from you to-day,y I am g0 sorry aboub
natuen into the ‘state of mind of not really
caring. to . make It sounds like the play. " The -QlLkﬁFf"
do you reme¥ver it 7 Mrs beyes w** in it years ago and it made a
great- impression on me, where e invalid who can't get off 1}
couch is rousged to ?Ctlﬂﬂ Yo tﬁe burglar, Yon't you think th
is partly dbecaus irs liotte has no real interegt outside of 1
and hexr own c:“*ﬂ?t that makes her sick, and of course the
RB;PQ it worge for she &Eﬂia doesn't feel equal to the effort.
that -they ﬁﬂid dfuring the Blitz in London ‘there were fewer

now
ncrvaaq br gkdowms and-thatsortiof thing than ever before,and T

really believe t?-t as soon as- &z pPerson becomes gorry for oneself
they get sicker and sicker, Now
that-seeamed worthwhile: Itthink she:wonld

without realizing it,Its like a mosguiito bite that you scrateh

right off, if you have your hands full and are interested in some
hing-you can't spratch it and before you know it 13

1:"-‘"‘

lIike Tirs - Hotte an awful lotcand always have, but when'yoi think
she -lives pretty comfortable in theese days without givinge up
'-f'“.

e
b

Eervice. They wounldn't want %o0.do more than eat. and

-mﬂ:mcnc+

A
R o R
= A o s
'
=¥
E

bt e
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WOTLL et ilnterested In-theiry 101 e in Dlanning
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nd-'firet tr ing ghe w ou‘:ﬂ kmow mhe

course it would mean giving up certein *r1v

be worth: it to help others: fﬁrt¢ 1nbu”1““ I

let; her stay in-ihe hospital,ihéere they % e 80

natiente have to . leave as ﬁgﬂﬂ aga thev f*l““" ok HMiss TFT

- i

30
e

(o

ayy 8.Vheelersa, hes' a summer home at Tnﬂche Bay near.Halifax ]
think, itids, sheioffered to take any sallors’ or seamen who were
recuperating: from operations:-or broken bonesg or  something,sbut fHo
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1 e Ay aem e = { J-“
JLE BIle: nad oe ifunniest

lings Bappen
nicest boys sad the; ﬁiﬁ apnreciate: 1t a0, L know

here are-dots 6f househol who invite the: Airmen to

. WAL

if she only had some resl dinterest
s00on get over. her exzema

Lic” ?or those leg=s fortunate. O0f course she prohzsblyv doe=sn't
i § e ual to it, but supposeing she.invited convalesent soldierd or
1o faxr from home to spend & few days at her house, cr. even girls
th

JI.

T weekends and. they. get g0 attached to the boys from

] A E 3 z g 5 - oL B T
and or Apstralis ox ln the peapers:you often re

of the.airmen after h
cationed- at Camp Devens
g dundsey dinner angdg to
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Her endovinge
fier enjgoyin;

Yre Hotte is
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went home  she would
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the dtech Hasa“gope.
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asleep and
it wasy and there are lote:of nice places to.wallk to in Concord.
what it would mean to-them and I sn saure it would cest no more
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Fotel Devonshire

VANCOUVER. B. C.
CAMNADA

LYearest
ish I had discovered

stuff isn't very good for ing

*his is the 24th of May ueen Vi 118 h':iﬂdgﬁ.
but not very nice out for those getiting the ﬁ "'.: Yeaterday it was
dull and mist and rain all day and to-day it 3 hat not 9ctuellf
raining.It w as cold too, more like winter tL:ﬂ he end May, I
have the steam heat on now. We get the hest from the Fower house for
the blg Vancouver Hotel. fvidently in getting up steam to heat the
big hotel they have =n zEes= excess and S0 a ye YO ago they
piped it to the ledical building sand this hotel,

“idn't go a great deal yesterdsy, = few errands with
Yorothy and then tried to get some brown shoes, but though they had
the style I wanted there was nothing in my size, then to pick up a
dress I bought, gabadine similar to the ones you gave nme in 1940

but which I have worn =o often when I go anywhere that I thought our
friends might #ike to see me in something different,It had to be let

out where one sits. I kept nice and thfin running up and down stairs
in Tofino but here I am gaining rapidly in =211 conspicucus places!
Also got a blue linen dress similar to the one I had last surmer and
whick I wore, or could have worn every day here. Thés one has stitchi
in white around the color and cuffs and will be easier then last yees
"cﬁel with a2 white color which could have been washed evervdey. It

takes so0 long to do things =and seems to me one has to wait every whee
to be aerVEﬁ, no one here seefms to mind waiting their tomn which
makes it nice, for if someone pushes in ahead you have to do the =same
or get left out. Where we gegt home made cakes and muffins there
often one girl to wait on ten or more people, but as they are usua
sold out of most things by noon I suppose they don't figure they n
more clerks. There as a rule, people keep track who was there when
came, and when she says " Who's next 22 they ususlly peint the person
out. However sometimes you get the pushy kind and then everyone has beo
be eager so she won't get in ahead. But on the whole people are very
polite,

Yesterdry afternnon I walked dowvm in the rain to

Spencers to see ang exhibition of Karch's vhota”%ﬁﬂhﬂ, they are wvery
fine, he won notice first by one he took of Churchill when he gpoke
in Ottawa a few yvears sgo, and the exhibition is 'ﬁ”e up of portaibs '
of various itish and Canadian lesders, which makes il more 1“uET€;iW{
There ware 70, The Eing, All the C=s DlﬂEp 1“j,n‘ﬂ"fﬂre in England and the
various generals, slso G.B.Shaw and 11ls etec. They are large pictusel¥)
but the heads not out of proportion ﬂfﬂ the photograph is evidently
taken without any feeling of being posed, as if he had caught the
person just standing naturally or sitti ﬂ" 1EY “*ﬂﬂﬂt touched up

el R - Lk Y e a y e I -‘lr- aTe
either and all the lines are left in, also mosi ol The han e




I Hope Pete has a chance to go downm
got a copy of ART NEWS yesterday and I ti

gazine you would enjoy looking at and th

it is an art

en gendine on to us.

this copy to vou and you can see what you think of it.

er 1t before but it was more of a paper potten up like the

ournal and this is a megazine without too muech advertising
the Eylihitéonsifﬂ':? on end to be'given acraoss the

It 2ls0 seeme to .%é

h sides of painting, the conventional
What I object to in the Federation of Arts is
times there is not one picture worth looking
already sent my birthdsy nresent

here, you have my curiosi

T.dd Woolteni n the Yew
hibition too.

ige Publicover is to make
know how good = time I can rive her, however
tc her and I think she will like the coast.
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