


Banff,Alhart:

Tues .June 28,134

Dearest Mother,

L feel as if we had been home for several days
already but 1t was Just yesterday morning that we got back.
Did I write that we had “hinese supper the last evening and it
was real fun, a place where the chinese eat themselves and such
characters as there were around, the food awfully rood too.

Sunday we didn't have to hurry at all as the two
times meant our train left at 11.30, It was dull but the sun
shone eonce in & while and the cloud effects were lovely. We sat
out on the open air observation car the first part alonz the har-

or and ten after lunch and we started up the Fraser Canyon we
went out again, In this way the trip getsz nicely broken an: there
is lots.of scenery as you may remember.

It was dull and cold when we got in vesterdayv at
10. A.M. the clouds way down on the mountains and they evidently
have had lots of cold weather so we haven't missed much(except for
a fire in the #asponic Hall which caused gre&t excitement and is
near us,) Pete didn't feel too good, was sort of car sick. the
engineer went too fast on twisty parts and then slowed way down

coming into Banff. But again it seemed to be that tension that made
fete uscertain. The fact we were arriving and he wanted to feel
good and of course he didn't. We spotted a taxi man we know well and
he brought us right home but 1t didn't help much to find a car inm
our yard and Jean and Eill Gill had come to see us, were leaving =a
note on the éoor when Mom saw theit car and came down, so she w:
here too, dean and Bill didn't come in seeing that “ﬁfa didn't
well, he was awfully dizzy and had to go to the bathroom auick
you. But Mom came in for a bit and of course to her it looked
Pete were no better than when he went away. It was too bad it all
had to happen just like that.
The house didn't smell of the basement after all, just
of logs and there wasn't much water in it either. However Pete did—
n't feel up to starting the furnace and didn't want me to either so
we Just had a fire in the stove and fireplace and electric heaters
upstairs and it scon dried out and warmed up. but was 44 out in the
afternoon, bom didn't stay long but soon Jackie was down with Davy
to see If we wanted anything. We can't make out whether he has had
a change of heart or what but he couldn't seem to do enough for us.
e got milk and cold meat etc for lunch. It was Election day so they
to wote but we were pretty sure that 5t Faurent would
.et in and Pete dldn't really feel up to it. We had lunch and then
I think iom came down (Jackie had been here twice in the morning )
Then as Donny was to leave the next day for the coast to pe with
Cliff and ¥ildred Jackie brought him down to say goodbye. They stav-
ed guite a ®hile and if Jackie told us about the Ma 5uh1¢ fire once
he told us the same part four times. He also was guite_sure that
Drew would get in, ﬂ5p901¢+.} in Guebesx and we Ea}@w of tha




Finally they left but Mom stayed wanting to hear about the family
at the coast. etec. While she was talking te fFete .in the fromnt room
Jonnie came, followed by Barbaza,Harold, Mary lee and Lona Becker,
all was nolse and confusion for a short time and as Mom won't speak
to Barbara or visa versa ( we don't know which ) I just told
Barhara that Mom was in f£he front room and she stayed in the
kitchen. Finally they all left and€ for about the first time we were
left in agulet. It wassupper time by then. I think after lunch we
had a quiet period when no one was here but it did seem awfully
busy somehow,

Last evening we listened to the election returns but it was all
decided in the first few minutes as the Liberals had a land slide,
19%, the Progressive “onservatives 42 64 43. The Biggest majority
ever, 1t was fun just the zame. Pete seemed to have calmed down
and we went to bed about ten. However he seemed restless in the
night and thils morning was quite sick. 4+t is all that nervous tension
but now that we know what it is it isn't so bad,only he had a
miserable time and it makes him wobbly on his legs, and the sinus
thing made him sick to his stomach and altogether he didn't feel so
good. By noon he was better and after lunch he was able to direct
me how to start the furngce in the right way. e

Mario brought the mail, lots of it and your letter about Cousin

Harriet's cirthday party. 2lso one from Hariin telling of a Mrs

Pierce who works on the same newspaper as Cam and who has been on
a convention was to be in Banff the end of the month and might look

us up or we might get in touch with her. We decide& that for once
we would Just not hother. oo we sat down and wrote a letter to

Norman Luxton to say that for " certain reasons "™ we wouldn't be
able to help with Indian Days this year. Was Just ‘finishing when
we saw two ladies approaching, I thought to collect money for some
thing but Pete hoped just walking through the yard. Went to the door
and &f course it was the lady reporter from Owen Sound and another Jadq
( a hunbh back ) from Btratford Ont. ©0 we asked them in and had a
very nice visit and talked of Cam and the election and painting.
They liked the pictures and were very nice and we were actually gl
they had made their wvisit. It started to thunder a bit and they le
oo We got the car out and I did the shopping and got the mail in a
thunder storm and nice heavy ralin, I had hardly gotten back when
Sam Ward came to see how we were &fter the coast and while he was
still here, Mom came down. Had been here before but we evidently
were in the basement wibh the door loekedd., “he had two letter s £
from Marion #b&read us, but as Sam had left and it was getting near
supeer Pete was getting tired so he did what Dr Davidson told him

to do, be frank and tell people to go. He didn't do 1t that way but
asked Mom if she minded not reading theletters but leaving them if
she wibhed for us to read.She seemed disappointed and went right o
off.(I expect to have a good cry with her feelings hurt) but they
don't seem to realize we have anything mach to do ourselves. We had
a8 really good supper. Beef tenderloins, new and very sweet peas and
new potatoes. Fete eats far better with no one else here. But it wa
dquite an afterncon for anyone as sick as he felt in the morning,
This evening only Jonnie has been in !

id
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.

Iime we went to bed so all for to-night.




This is the “ominion Day
¥, cool and just enough clouds e
Bley ctampede and other things going on
1ly in the s & day one wants

but seen to a mumb

The kids have all

evening as we were having
they have all brought us

Yesterday was out 19th Wedding anniversay
card came right on the day. We didn't do anvthineg very
“id one batch of laundry in the morning for it has

and all, and then errands and Tully Hontzomer
bring his nejice down if the Phillipses weren't home bm
did appear. ot my hair washed and Pete had he Ford oile
greased and I got some of the larkspurs tied up
and apt to blow over in the

as

WiTCl .

be goinfapvt until the beginning of the

this-1s such a holiday wekend &nd aren't sure Just where
head for fir: It is always hard getting started.

%ill be interested to hear how the 50th went,
was too bad you had such very hot weather to go in but it
have been codler there ,I hope so. I forgot one is supposed
send a present and we never did.

There are a few books that we would like to pet
if you can through the Concord Book stoepe and I will enclose a
letter I started with a list of them. The first one®Rrari i
nas the most wonderful photographs of birds stopped in 1 h
Bobby Hunter had it and we want it for George Frowne if we can get
it. The other two Dr Davidson recommended as being interesting.

Pete seems much better now we are back and there
are things to be done and seen to and I am hoping if we can just
get out painting and he feels well that graduvally he will build
himself up. We are trying not to see too magy people, I am afraid
we scared Mom off the other night when Pete asked her not 1d
Marieas letters. She 'is very touchy and probably thought we didn't
want her or something. It is hard to know just what to [
we tell her that Pete shouldn't have company she would
still think family didn't count and would think he was
we let on and tell everyone he isn't well, as she does
dark side of things. Both she and Jackie love to have the
sit with them when they don't feel up to scratch, Actual
does the best the can and is ¥y kind hearted really, the trouble
is she doesn't always do » : Roadn of Nove
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Dearest Mother,

Yfour letter from Bradford came yesterday and I
am so glad that you made the trip in spite of the great heat.
Lon't really know how you stood it so well Bor 80" seems plenty
hot for me. One nice thing with the Palmers there you had a
doctor and nurse in attendance!

fle really would love to hear more about it all
even the little thing¥ that happened, am glad the children were
all so well behaved. It seems such a "eme that Mrs Cole souldn't
have lived to enjoy them all, Virginia showed me a snapshot of
ten of the nephews and neices and they did look awfully cunning.
They are a goodlooking family with such clean-cut strong faces.
I wish we might have been there too and seen all the family again.

Well yesterday Dr Maclenzie took off my Wen on
head. Jean will be glad to know it is no more, unless of course
it should grow back again! He told me to come Friday morning €o the
hospital forgetting it was July lst. and & Domingion lsy holiday
50 we got up early anyway and then found he would rather do it
od8turday. oS0 yesterday Pete took me up at 2.80. as usual they
were very busy at the hospital and even after I was sitting waiting
in the ante room to the operating room a young cowboy came in with
& cut hand and Dr MacKenzie fixed that first. I was glad mine was
on my head and he could freeze it,for the stitches in the cut  he
didn't want to freeze the lads hand because of infection.

Ly turn came eventually and the little nun helped,
I don't know how they work with flowing rofbes but she is very
julck and full of fun. The idea of the thing was the only bad part
for 1t really didn't hurt at all. He stuck a needle in about five
times to feeeze it all around, I hate the idea of being stuck. Then
he carefully explained all he was doing which I wasn't too anxious
to hear but I guess it Keeps you from imadpining worse things. He
evidently cut a wedge and then sort of scooped the thing out. It
felt a bit like pulling a tooth and the roots coming out but it all
came out in one piece. I thought it was watery ineide and would have
Lo be punctured but it was sort of like a pice of dough, white and
about this size, sort of spongy all through - £ NS T
a4 cha¥? and in the end felt a bit faint but ' |
& glass of water and later puttfing my head
between my knees revived me. Then he had me
lie down five or ten minutes when the room sort of spun around a
oit but after €hat I was allright. He suggestied that I lie down when
I got home and if it was very painful to take a 222, He put in a
stiqteh or two and a round bit of Eauge with cullodian on top to
stick 1t down.

When we got home ( poor Fete was more arwipuT ;h$n1
I sttting in the car walting and wondering his hands got all wet.)




I took a little bit of brandy and then lay down. while Pete went
over town and got some 222s for me, as we had nothing stronger than
aspirin, I lay down for 20 minutes or so. ‘then at noon we started
to get lunch, was Jjust making the salad when Marian Crosby from
next door came to ask us how the roads were from the coast, not
realizing we had returned by train. She is a married daushter and
here on a visit and had never been in the house before. She staved
until one and we had a nice visit. Then lunch and we went for the
mail. My head didn't ache, the place just sort of pulled a bit as
if there were a safety pin stuck through my secalp. I thought I
would wait until the freezing came out before taking the 222 but
I never did know when the{ happened for it never really felt sore
all the rest of the day.

At the postoffice we ran into Casey Oliver who had totells

s all about the nurses and the noise infthe suites. he ,at“&#ﬁti'”“‘
front and also did a bit of kidding too, then we saw Pezrl Moore
and bave Prosser so were there quite a while. I forgot when we

came back frem the hospital we ‘Uunn a note on a bit of cardboard
from Norman Luxton saying " Dear P. . Can I see you- I need

you both so much. N.K.Iluxton " So we nnew we would have to FLmJ
him about not helping Indian Days. However didn't eee his car® hﬁxb
all day. We made a couple of trips to the Banff Springs to see if
we could make reservations at Morraine lake for a¥ week but haven't
heard yet 1f therare booked up or not. We also did a few errands,

I sitting in the car while Pete did the shopping for my head looks
a Uit gorey where he put mecurichrome around the spot and then =

patch of gauze the size of a fifty cent piece. %e had a good supper
last night and Pete a blt of a nap gnd then after another trip to
the hotel we went by the Vallances to see if ¥ean and Bill Gill were
still there, They were going on the train that night or rather 2 A.
M. and so we stayed until after ten and had & nice visit with them.

b §

This morning we had jJust woken up a little after nine when

we heard & car come in the vard and uep'nd out to see it was Norman
Luxton. He came back apain about 10.%Z0 just as we had finished
breakfast and we had a nice chat. Did our best to ret out of helping
but he said all he would ask was to have us look after the money.
cend out the receipts and keep track of things. so we said we would
do that as long as we don't have to do anything else. and we are

g 8till going out for a week and just do the thinrs all at once when
we come in. He said he just couldn't keep tBack of money and that
the account had grown since we had done it. Now it is noon and looks
like rain, Petd is snoozing again.

ceems to me I have done nothing special but wash since getting
pack as it naturally all piled up as there wasn't time to send out
laundry and get it back the last week at the coast. and there was

a little here, The Bendix is wonderful though and such a help.

Had a letter from Hariiet Gilbert from Hartford Conn. The
girl who visited once at Seal Harbor with very light hair. L.E met
an aunt of another girl who went to Wheelers, Msta Bunce, and the
Aunt is from England, was visiting Mrs Cochrane in Conecord, saw
your garden and thought it was the loveliest one she has seen since
she arrived in this country.

Loads of love, A Ly :
AOOCEL B DAL S




JMoraine Lake Lodge

In Yalley of Gen Peahs

“TLahke Louise, Alberta
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Joraine Lake TLodge

Tn Vallep of Gen Peahs

Lake Louise, “Alberta

MAIL AND TELEGMAMS
CARE OF CHATEAU LAKE LOUISE
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Dearest Mother,

We came back from Morraine this afternoon, Ve
could have stayed until to-morrow but I had to have the
stitches out of my head and Dr MacKenzie had mentioned
and then =ald Saturday morning would be allrig
nean leaving early snd also we knew we would have to see
Luxton before he went to Calgary to the Stampede. We are
back up again in a week if we can.

Should have wriltten you vesterday or last night
but didn't. We really had an awfully nice bhime and felt it was
more of a holiday than the trip to the ceast, for all the time
out there we seemed to be going to doctors or dentists and had
appointments to make on time. but up at Morraine we didn't lnow
anyone and could do as we liked. We met some awfully nice people
mostly honeymooners, and we talked around the fire every nigl
but it wasn't as if one had to br that yvou couldn't get up
g0 back to your cabin when you liked. The first evening we
ed until nearly 11 o'elock when the lights go out, as the;
their own power plant.

The first day, Wednesday I wrote you after breakfast
walting for Fete tog come back to the cabin, but he got interested
talking to people so stayed there guite a while, then as there
wasn't time to start out paintine we decided to have a look around
and walked up to the pig pile of rock at the end of the lake as
you first see Moraaine, found some good subjects for the future
and as Pete hasn't had any real exercise for so long the little
climb was good. ( His hip and knee that he injured as a boy
been troubling him at times and he finds it hard going up and T
I tell him I am in wonderful condition rumning wup and down stairs
in. the house, Jjust as Jean used to do for me )

We had a good lunch, the food is excellent up there,
and then .as we were letting it settle Pete thought he would Just
lie down on top of the bed and went to sleep on me. I wrote several
letters and it rained a pit, the storms coming up over the h
mountains and we could see it snowing on their tops but all weé had
were heavy showers, We also watched the cars drive immthe tourists,
and Pete got a great kick out of that, thinks he conld make funny
sketches of i1t. They had several bBus loads and 1t turned out to be
a tour of 175 people who sleep on a special train and have been
traveling all over the states and Canada. Onepouple were so interebted
in the cabins we were in that we asked them if they
see In side, Next thing we knew about ten
the run including the bus driver and later a lady
bright rosy red ountfit with even a big red hat came up,
interested as the others. It was quite amusing. Invari
husbands take pictures of their wifes in front of the i
viza versa. You see 2ll kinds and descriptions. You would




Dr Davidson had told me that the best thing for a person
tenseness is exercise, so we took a little walk part

ith
1

I
ame back. Pete felt sc much more relaxed and

it all and the woods felt snd smelt szo good.

rained and we again sat and talked to people,
interesting as the night before, a couple from ceattle

g the lake shore until it started to rain again and

Thursday it was fairly nice in the morning but rather millky
and we drove to Lake Louise and back. Pete had glept in so there
wasn't time to do much else before lunch. In the afternoon I had
thought we might try a sketch but again the storms rolled in on
us though we did have a few spots of sunlight in between. Pete
thought it might be a good idea to try walking up to Larch Valley
which is about as high ab0v~ forraine as Lake Agnes 1s ahove Lake
Lonise, W irted out, was caught by one sho rr# and sat out the
storm under a t“Dc, t:rr on again until Pete'ls P
i to trouble him, He couldn't tell when the
Way. o we turned and came domm ver: slowly,
hours I guess b 'e both figured the exerc
graduoally by wa 3'1_ ind ¢climbing a little
strengthen the Pete wondered if he
but we tou 1not1r ;" ' LJ the end of the
level and he found 1 | f =ier walking
just as Tell o do that as to try to

Last night there was a new honeymoon couple, married
welklk, they had met at Middlebury but lived in Pennsylvani:
Lt—% 11~‘ out that the Short boy from Concord,
hEQh in their wedding party. They were an espe

| young newly weds from Denver left
ment to buy “Dne cigarebts and Mrs :
would be leavin lhey said the next “‘tﬂ“rmﬂr
ou know you rgvr :‘ eady spent your 3 nights ”eTe
said Have we ? " They had lost all track of time,

Y o R L % SR =
Lteave then 15 all ae I s were ?;-.l..f.eﬂ,

Have vou locked at the last Canadian
apout a travelling Western Exhibition revi
vas at Art School with ©s and who I vistted i
is an illustration in color from the film the
Grant Crab tree who came to the house once hglped make d it
got a “rize. fel 11 last night the picture was shown at Morraine
) ht a 2k the Yovernment Snums films free to the tourists
v¢rioun places. Banffjone fidght, ‘ake Louise another, Yoho
e were awlfully glad to see it and it was very good
the characters were play ¥y the masks
ndian ones owned

=




Banff,=1lberta.
Tues.July 12,1949,

Dearest Mother,

Am not doing very well writing to vou this
but we have been falirly busy. »aturday did 1 tell you Marmi
( a very intent and artistic person who lives in Calgary )
down before supper with Andre Beiler ( one of the Art teachers at
the summer school and who looks the part with hair standing up
off his forehead in the right style. He was hear two years ago and
stayed with his family in the Wards cottage next door to uhP;}
They wanted to come down in the evening or for us to come up, so
after a short visgsit then they decided to come back at 8.30 and
brought a phonograph and & lot of “uban and Haiti records and we
played our Balinese ones and got out a 1ot of the things we had
from Java and Bali, 4t the end we showed them some of CGrandpas
books but as it was after midnight they decided to come another
time to see those. Were very interested especially Andre Beiler
He is staj Ing 1r the new summer school building and as yet tqﬂ”“
are no doorsfﬁh He' said somehow without doors one doesn't have
nuch IFlVdC;. Une night when there wasn't enough room in Banff
for all the toursits wanting rooms they took a lot up there and

he saicz it was really a mad house with children running about and
people of all agpq .3£ descrip*iﬂns and no doors ! It was & nice
evening tnﬂUFﬂ "IN

sunday we ﬂiﬁn't sédep in very late as there was
lots to do, I emen had hopes of dolng the kitchen floor which I
haven't done for the summer yet but didn't get around toc that. We
went up fo see Hom with some letters and had a nice call on her,
vhe was more cheerful but like Cousin Harriet living alone loves
to talk when anyone comes in. in the afterncon 1 did some of the
Indian Day things. Have 69 receipts to write out and check with
the list and see that the right number of tickets went to each
person sending in a donation. We worked most all evening and did
get the envelopes licked and stamped ready to send by eleven.
However about four we laid off and went down to see the Moores.
Pearl was out but we had a good talk with the Colonel who told us
about meeting the father of one of the C,.P.R. vice presidents who
used to work on the railway when Reue'a Fauher did and when he comes
back he is to bring him down to see us. We were away when he was p
here in June, We talked of Jose's father,eo grandfather , who wes
at the laying of the last spike. Lo you remember hearing much about
it when you were a girl?

It was six when we came back, for Pearl came home
and we talked more. then listened to Frances dames on the radi
1fter supper.

Monday we listened to the Stampede Parade at times
during the morring, took down a bit of & bell belonging to an old

wreck on the Field hill that Pete's father had, to show the Moores,




fut the donations in to the BanP and went to Luxton's to see if
any more had come in. Spoke to Allan about the painting on the
old house which the painters have just started doing. and it has
ralned a good shower each day. Also looked at the paint job. then
called at the Greehams to pick up a bhotograph her nephew in
England had sent to us, and Davy dropped in at lunch time. or was
that Sunday he came over.

In the afternoon we had a real thunder storm, got mail and
made & call on Mr Hess to show him = Norwegian sweatler Pete has
for he thinks he can get us one from =a friend in Norway. Him
daughter was there for the summer, a girl Pete went to school
with. Can't remember what else we did but in the evening Fern
Brewster came over and we saw her home. She 8lso brought us a
wonderful piece of salmon, someone had caught somewhere special.

~esterday I had great ideas of doing the kitchen floor and
at the same time when it waszs drying some laundry but of course
never got around to it, so this morning was up bright and early
with great ambition of getting things all tidied up and out of the
way &nd with the thunder storm last night it was evidently a
cloud burst near the dam whene our water comes from and it was
literally black. bo there was no use doing the wash or the floor!
and with Fern coming in we hadn't even done last nights dishes!
Got fly specks off the windows instead. to the bank and Luxtons
and the usval errands. and then Barbara was over that a urg dardy
from the Gov't office was locking for us and so we went 1p there
to find he had gone to Lake Louise, He iz to do the canvasing for
Indian Days.,

+0-morrow 400 Torontonians are to arrive in Banff. they
came in a special train and 200 flew out for the Calgary Stampede
and they are to spend to-morrow in Banff and are to parade and all.
Ihey have eostumes and goodness knows what.

Thursday we go back to Morraine for three nights coming
back here on Sunday. then that week is Indian Days and we will be
busy all week I expect. After that we go to Morraine on the 3rd of
August for 5 nights and might with luck get somewhere for a few
days inbetween. But we aren't golng to stay in especially to do
the Indian day accounts. lhey will Just have to walt wntil we are
here.

This isn't much of a letter after the nice ones from von.
I do hope you can make the trip to Edgartown it sounds fo nice
once you are there. and you wouldn't have to po off the porch
and there wouldn't be anyone vou would need to think of having
down for a meal as you did at the hotel in York Harbor. You would
be the guest and should let them plan for you.

Had better mail this if we can catch the train.

Loads of love,

Fagg e *
\.J.}-mo.-"*.m.{, .
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1Lake Louise, Alberta

MAIL AND TELEGRAME
CARE OF CHATEAU LAKE LOUISE
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1 ,:_'.].bE?"flEl.
Luly 20,134

Learest Mother,

lhis may be the last letter you will get for = weeak
for I just might not have another chance to write until after
Inﬁi:r bays. Norman Luxton says we don't have to do am rthing but
keep track of the money and we hope that is so. Another man is
supposed to look after the gates and we aren't going near them,
one never knows just what we may have to do in the end.

Haven't written since we came back from Moraine
Lake, it was a little discouraring after making a r-p.t effort
to write letters I have owed since Christmas to get ba k and find
two from friends I had Jjust written to the day he?arﬂ!

e got back here Sunday ibuut one and ate out pic-
nic lunech Iin the kitchen, Pete was glad to get off the roads with
50 many cars. Hadn't been home long when Marino arrived, he had seen
us go up the mailn street and so brought our mail, then as we were
reading that Mr Scott came no4n with our r9h51¢*c1v he had beer
picking up. and after that Jonnie was over as he sSaw our car come
in and then Barbara came to tell us that Peter, Cliff & Mildred!'s
youngest boy , had been over and how fine and strong he looked ehe,
;itc ab uuf the weaving class she is taking at the summer achool.

jarbara is real smart, has rented her rooms to summer school people
and tneﬁ‘EOtIEH Bettey Fainter™ Walker's little girl to come and
do the ﬂou ework for her. Next Aiwter Barbara nqtﬁs to store a loom
which she would have the use uf and then paYy any damages, +his was
guite a visit,and then later Harold was over to tell us all about
his two wenkv at a boys camp. So we had rather a busy afternoon.
That evening He Just took a run down past the Irndian Grounds to see
if any Indians had come in. Saw Joe Faqultﬁ and then an old Indian
George hblﬂier who had known Pete's father in the old days and then
Tom Simian who was EmeWinmg batching with another Indian, Isaih
Hunter. and we learn't for the first time that lom cimian's wife had
died while I was in Concord. She is the cne Pete painted years ago.
The Red Souaw,. It was late when we came back.

ionday Pete had trouble with the thing
and was up at 5 and back to bed anﬁ up again later. It
to happen every so often and
the floor at Moraine or the ura-* at thc Indian ﬂruun ag he
didn't feel too good until about eleven. I did the acnr 1stnm wash
and then Sam Ward came along to see us. Really to ask us to take a
picture of a cactus and we forgot all about it ! Apnyway Sam seemed
to be troubled about something and we got talking as usual and it
was about noon when Jonnie and Billy Macfenzie arrived. They wanted
some old paint brushes as the lady artist in the house gives them h
her left over paint to work with.

Wwe decided we better have our lunch and then start
out for we knew there were fonations to pick up at Luxtons and things
to do, like dress materials to pick up for our Indian friends etc.
Somehow we were golng all afternocn. for instance met Elizabeth




s

rummel's mother who has a wonderful job dnc %ﬁirxu house mother
for the nurses aidy .Just has to be &b t e place ﬁ?f% evening arnd
is taking a french course in between. ‘hen saw ntta Hauge the
Norweglian girl and saw Mr Ness who came from near her home but they
have never met before so infroduced them to each other, all taking

a bit of time in between shopping, then Mrs Ncble spotted us and had
some crocheted mats that a friend had sent us from England, as we
have sent them parcelsz. ete. We had just gotten home about ten
minbtbes when Mrs EiﬂpSﬂn-$her sister ¥rs Stewart came in for ' Just
a minute " we made them tea and Bill Stewart came to pick them up
later and he had some too. ?hey left just in time to pick up their
things before the stores closed.

They told us there were sizty Nordegg Indisns comine down
the Jasper Highway. 5ill was much amused for they all dropped in
with 1ittle bags 1n their hands, most likely flour sacks, to see
0ld Jim. Wanted bread and he said " didn't yvou get any bread at the
Alpirne camp ? " ( which was further up the read ) and old Jonas
Abraham said "™ no. they eat em all up." Then he asked little Jimmy
if he was married yet,and when he found he wasn't,he sald/ something
about " you give em woman one hundred dollars, all gone, she spend
it all. glves you gray hair."

After they left we still had a couple of places to go and
then I had some recelpts to do and address and we had a Geographic
for Pearl Moore so took it down to them. Had a good thunder storm

the Eeafan has been gquite poor and we are wondering about to-
norrow ) and it was nearly eleven when that storm was over and we
got home, We really shouldn't have gone for so long but a eall like

that is ocur relaxation.

Tuesday. we Finished the receipts and did the banking we

hadn't done on Monday. and again there were several little things

to see to, like tickets to the summer school ete. all taking time.

I damped the clothes thinking there would be time to iron them
while cooking a roast for supp J.,f:o 25 to have cold meat in the
house,Jor at least in the evenir;, and then we just took another
trip down to the Indian Grounds XFound that “ascob Two Young man was
there and asked about his mother who nearly died last winter. She
was at their teepee he sald so along we weert and poor Mrs Jonie

was outside and crawling on her hands and knees as she can no longer
walk, She must be 20 but as bright as ever otherwise, We spoke to
her through Rosalie,a little great grand niufhter who speaks very
good English, asked if there was anything she wanted and she said,
something to eat. lhere was just time to dash back before the stores
|elosed, Pete got meat etc while I got fruit and things in the store
and we took them back down. No sign of Jake who had been headed in
his car up town when we fir 1iﬁ‘-'ent Wl , nnuﬁhn I guess they were
mighty glad of a good meal JH%& .

Back here and a late supper and I cooked the tiny roast,
we were Just finishing and dolng up some programs to send to the
camps up west when Andre Beiler came along. didn't want to disturb
us but came in and told us some funny things about the Summer school.
Cne lady from Victoria, very English with a hyphenated aame and who
kept saylng that the teachers were all so young, and felt she had
been studying art much longer than they had, before they were born
even. che would start in a class In Art and then nearly driving that
teacher crazy he would suggest that maybe his c33ss wasn't exactly




)
'

what she was looking for and perhaps Mrs Smith's edass
better, so next day she would go there and after a dav
wmith would declide th#t Kr Jones was the teacher she sl
under and Andre Beller said she was s5till being sent
read us a letter from his oldest boy who we knew two
and then we started talking about Indizns and Pet:

be interesting to go down to the camp and see Mrs Jﬂﬂ]ﬁ, Aniuh
Q1 4

By Jluck Tom timian was right there when we came up to Mrs

Jonle's teepee and they asked us in. Tom doing the interpreting.

It was dark except for the fire whiech 1lit up the teepee and the

th FJI‘ it would
We

faces. Pete almost dat on the little boy who was sound asleep and
never wWoke up and kWrs Jonie who had been sleeping, (though Tom said

old people never sleep,when we wondered if it was tOD late to
ohe was reclining on some mats and blankets. ‘hey drive three
four pegs into the ground and then one can lean against them. M
Jonie was wonderful and so bright, it was guite wonderful
the fire light and all. She uses her hands when she t‘1‘=
to take a great likdng to Mr Beiler who is very distingu
ing with his hair standing up , a very fine forehead. *o.
what she said and then once he couldn't for he said she
the old cld way and very few could understand it any more.
she told us about living in Buffaloe hide teepees in t}
the old days and on the floors they had first spruc
puffaloe robes on top and around the walls more buflf:
was nice and warm i, they wore no cloth clothing Just
got out an old medal that beldnged to her husband
It with her and then no harm can come,. che thinks

Indian Lays and she says she just comes to see us. of
ppobably says that to her other friends too. But it
guite wonderful,

When we got home I undid all the clothes to iron and hung
up ? dry knowing that there would be little chance to do then
week .

To—day we woke to find it pouring bhard but it 1lifted
later on and wasn't actually raining this afterncon. We
Korman but missed him every where. We are still trusting he
expect us to appear anywhere with several hundred dollars!
see him later to-day and bBe has another man helping
who writes for the Herals Tribune and loves the limelig}
is welcome to it! We got boxes of food for f?c Indians
anc went down in the early afternoon, The trains had
so0 they were juft c?tlnr the teepees up. We never had
see it last year . it was wonderful to-day and we J
Pete gets idea: lou?ir' and wants to make another
Yesterday we saw 'ohccr ul sight of several dragging I
across from one to the other, an old lady with a stick
several chilurun, ‘the smallest with the most poles. It real
a plcture. The same this afternoon. It was a bit too poor
photographs but Pete can remember things like that though
afraid I can't, It was fun to see them set up the teepees, t
ones have to be done Jjust right and poor George Mclean xwo'
died last winter had to take his down and start again. The
superiiees. :

=

them

this




poles topether Jjus

-T

one man puligon that
poles the other wit
upright they spread

1 ne other poles.,
pole and ralse tl
canvas around. Wi
ladder #nd.sqgme

T =, W




wWere
where
hayve

year,

fedne

Lo 8L~

on

¥saredany

ars beérs paw

t h } 'r.'.
1y

Lhursday

to see

rounds
Ime and
o0, ¥mL kthexmon

ihen

¥xfax
here there
no 1 g

a few
fairl
S0 We

[T

T e 9 Fey
== - fOr I

seen for a

long

very good,
between

we went

such

rorning we.w
the Indian:s
didn't take

start for

yictures.,
before our lunch,
in the afternoon.

have to think of

then got

time

talking while w

could but
five or t
neceet as
We weren
Stockand
Friday ag

before t

Lidg
books

up a
=ome to catel
:,':r
started
some other

ackie Anderson

me of a man wh
never havi

ikine time

short



then when the lpdians got on the
the sun came out bright. but
prize money from the bank when it opened
that, mailed : parcels ete, In the
grounds until fairly ot
people. lhat evening
we would Just go
the dishes as we
come: back.

bridee

chat 1z how

However
ateh ., ‘ﬁﬂn*1%
anhmaHCE wWere 11‘
down to the other
Johny TﬂuTﬁ cffer to

and they were have made about ten tri
gll, not bit embarrasesed. *inally he told one coup

kEnow a place ¥ an squeezZe through to getiwo seats." and
went with hi

cunning
J. ana people were a little
people, so
the 1

timid end in front of all the
lead them down,

he

much amused, but he must

took several by

we were there

to get their i for the: ame 1z beento
back,. otood beside us for : Ong ime and th Pet
would be nice, shay 1early over, to have them

n to the house, They came abm 1ine and it was nearly
when they left. They wereso int 1 in everythin:
ina Vanek is on the Library Askocia }
magazine recommending books to the
che comes from near Chicago, -mrcucn .

1 and they went to school temxeLie? and now try to make
car to-gether each year. She was very interested in our
books and so was looking at th+ Id ]
herself awa:

« e had a nice time with ti
cn such a late evening so it was another

o]

L= P

caturday and we had to fisure out how

Ke out of the bank to cover QVEFFthiEE

afterrooh too, the banks close
» Jackie has been a big help

nuch prize money for each event, He seems better and was

good for him to be in charge of that,though he had told Norman he

ouldn't but Norman jJust printed his name as" starter and I sort of
talked him in_to doing it. We did the dishes got back but
nissed the parade that dav. There were 8 lot iishes too for we

since Thursday

many hundred
on gunday and
at 11l so it didn ZEaRdve
in maldng out the progr:

al C‘
i
L

i =

nadn't dome them since the noon before ] or
night. This morning we did dishes from Laturdﬁ?
caturday uf"[;r—-r\ng T

WE went out again bwt
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anff Alberta.
Wed ,July 27,1343,

1he projector arrived to-day and thanks so much for
aving it fixed for me.
aeeyyon seen the Canadian Art Exhibition vet at
the Museum ? Expect it has been too hot but perhaps when th
i kk R would go in with you. I would be intereste
Have an old catalogue here which covers about
write in it about the artists we know and
have work in the show in boston. It
We would like to have a catalopue of
EO0.

n I left off telling you about Saturday
noon of Indian Days. We were down for quite a while then as we
were having supper Edna Vanek brourht back a copy of #acleans
ad borrowed to read and Pete thought they shonld stay to suppe:

- it early and they didn't think they ought to b
so while he took Miss Vanek over to the boat house
: for an evening trip up the river, Blanche “arouch to
movies of our house and "':,,l,Jeu ne cook more supper. We had cold
chicken and had Just cooked asparagus on taastlf frozen king
had forgetten some fresh peas 1 had bought in the morning and was
bemoaning the fact that I wasn't using them when fresh,so had tl”:e
to shell those and cook them in the pressure cooker bythe time
Pete and Miss Vanek were back. We divided the by now cold asparagus
on tacst and made a good meal. some raspberries for dessert and thev
seemed to enjoy it. They left for the boat trip at 7.50 and later
we heard that Davy had taken them up the river and given them a
" awell Trip " according to him. He lobks much older than he is.
[uekily we *P:nﬂ}ered that they needed the bucking
prize money to give out at the concert ani wondered whv vYackie had
not come for it as he bad asald he would. st seems Florence had seen
Pete driving by and across the bridge and so thought we had already
gone up to the hotel grounds, and h““ we went up later met Jackie
coming dovn. We went on up and saw a bit of the PP“Cﬂ"t again.
was too long winded the part we heard where they made Yodsel
but it went well otherwlse. Then we gave aelen,:tne Scotts
daugnter who lives in the old house above us ) a ride down
e would go to the camp to say goodbyve to Mrs Jonie
zaving ne-xt day and who we thoughf we might not
Helen with us. Didn't stay long as Mrs Jonle was
dild go to Morleyvy by car the next afternoon and
then, a wonderful old lady. ®he is the one who car
no longer wall

cunday we had to be up fairly early and at the grounds
by 10,350 to pay off the Indlans. It was pouring when we woke d

rained most of the morning but cleared enough to do well in the after
noon with Jjust an asccasional shower. Van Wezel and his wife were there
and & great help giving out the money, he helped Jjudge the buckirn

ol




and to run the events. We have to redeem
[uxton gives each person who dances or sing “;.p- at the Concert,
each ticket belpg worth 50¢. 1his took some tfﬁﬂ 1 here wees about
400 tickets given out. There were the bucking 1} Lo pay for at
1P $£10.00 a pilece and the men who helped at 26,00, 3% horses which
meantiSsl0, so vou can see it eosts guite a bit. Norman Iuaeston tells
one what to give who, but I had to keep track more of less of the
oney, 1t was all interesting but nearly 12 when we got home. We
$ﬂ¥§4y started lunch when the kids came over, Jonny and Sarold
with Young Feter who we hadn't seen £ince last fall. He wanted to
hear about Cliff and his mother, amd then wondered what was to
become of the farm and the Jeep etc in invermere. We conldn't tell
nim much and didn't feel like going into it all then. de may get
over this co_.ub weekend and we may pet #r Vallance to look into it.
a3 he 1s golng to Vancouver for a holiday qown Ehe; had barely
gone when Cusan Mather appeared and then nv the pounday after.
noon prize money. all most confusing Qiéﬁa Sh
Whben we finally got out to the grounds we found

boys doing the gate hadn't shown up. Because of the Lords
Alliance one is not allowed to se8ltickets to anvthing like
on Sunday, all you can do is ask for a silver collection

know how little people give to that. However Norman Tuxton
askedthem all for a dollar, the usual admission and got it,.
young FPeter was helping him, later Ernie:Kehr of the Herald Tribune
took Peter's place and he did as well, so we took in over twice
what we did on Sunday last yearl! I hnrﬂeﬂ cut programs for a time
and then we watched a bit at the end. The girls were there and FPete
showed them-around, and then they left for Calgary. Thev-did enjoy

it all so much and said meeting us made all the differencg. we brought
back the sathers and Isel and two other little qirls.mtndiuﬁk-

,‘ut evening it poured hard all night and we thought we would
have a gquiet time when Andre Eeiler called, If think he was homesick
on such a miserable night and seemed to enjoy Just being here, but
it was ten when he left and we were tired, for it was quite a day.

( you will see one of his pictures in Boston

donday again we struggled to get up to see tnc Indiens off
en the train but didn't try to get down to the gpounds in time to
bring any of the older ones up as we somet-imes do. lhn train left
at ten and we waved goodbye to a few. Then we had all the dishes from

s 1ay to do | We hadn't done the ones from the supper the two
had with us or any of the Sunday dishes. There were a good

There were also a good many errands to do and things to see

to and it is so hard to park anywhere.

They want o have an exhibition of our sketches at the
‘Auditorium for the summer school. they have only just come back,
arrived just before Indian Days but we didr "t unpack them unti
vesterray afternoon to see if they were 8.XK. They were very humid
and some had sort of bul ed, also some frameg had taken a licking
aﬂ&they hadn't always been ‘acweﬂ back to back so the screw eyes had
worn Intc the frnﬂ34 in some places, but with all the moving around
I puess one has to expect that. Mr Beller suggests we hang Lhd fngn
ounday and that would work well for us as we go back to Morainedgiig
for a week on Honday.

Guess this will have to do for a 1Fbtc
Lael cown yesterday morning, Lﬂel had mad
work as the Indians do it. cunning of hﬁr “to

<o ot u(-%w




Banff,
cat.July

lother,

'his has been rather a busy week
done up for we go back to ®oraine bake this mondav
I tell you that the “ummer I 3
hang the exhibition of tketches this coming weelk,|
before Indian Days and we unpacked them Tuesday think i1
iwas a bit of arranging to do and people to see th would
and then yesterday we arranged for the Janitor m hur;w““ﬂ
them a locked cloak room until Mr Taylor wants to
Monday. It is the first time that the 4rt School i
of recognized that anvone in Banff could paint and
interested to see the repercussions, not many -local people
seen our work,so it will be fun to hear their comments.

At present they have an exhibition of " Western Canadian

paintings " lhey were pkétked ont of 700 submitted, by A.Y.Jackson

( one of the Group of Seven and who they call the Dean of Canadian
Painters ) a Mr Bawdon of England ( who I think must be very modern
and who is to have his pictures hung in the alcome when ours are
shown on the side walls of the Auditorium )} and another man I have
never heard of from the east. Martin I think. This exhibition 1is
supposed to be reprnsen&ative of Canadian Art and from each province
later on, and then will be shown in the east and the U.S. and Europe.
We went to see it JPQ*EFFHT and didn't think there was one really
good picture, all very amateur, It is causing a lot of comment as a
gocda many artists that should have been ineluded, like Phillinps.are
not.

g were greatly interested in your comments on the
show in Doston and I can see why there would be few you would like.
i1 have a catalogue of a similar exhibition held a few years ago to
show the development of Canadian Art and I imagine s lot of the

same artisits have work in the _u*tdﬂ ong ' rqiﬁaﬁg 11ﬁ will
write in the margins the artists we know HIH“& ht ro

before the end of September and uu’ﬂ another logk, la would
(e a catalogue of the Doston Show gven if it does cost a dollar
xpect that is partly to help defray expenses ) #Maybe David
rould get one,

You mentioned pictures by Clarence Gagnod
much, Illeas Newton who did a portrait is also
Banff a short time ago, may still be here, though
met her, will write about some of the others for it

nore interesting for you to see,

Pete says he has"Inddanitus" but actually
been to0 bad this yvear and we only have the accounts to sort
sumerire and type out and the bills won't be in until re come back
from Moraine. But we have had a number of things to do in connection
it all takes time seelng people about ti and th eEpecially
the traffic and we keep running in people ‘here for the summer
cne has to stop and chat,
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Joraine Lake Lodge

Fn Valley of Ten Peaks
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various peopl
rr“ht'Ltfl save
'\IC'T'." I:'O'\l'\
?f::t ) iz
.rI" comes 2111 1.1
E Lavc been 5 the mountains since
&1l the Jlaccd like O'hara and Assinaboine
I nice lunch to-gether and 8 1 '
5 me alone and asked if + would join
Pete felt much better ardy came U"cx‘ nr-i
until bedtime, As 1 tell Pete
are in Banff, yet you don't he
1t and you don't have to give
deo anything for them if

getting near

when

---\.4.- -
mh Lig

aftc:n;an later we went for milk and a
our sketches for we were told they weren't
week, They were hung but on 22 ot of the 36
than Pete!s, they weren't too w jl hung but gmess

Then we went up ‘armlie Hess'" to ask her about it for =
one who thought they weren't up, and ran into a Jack Martir
Artist from Toronto, teaches design at the Ontario College of
It TL; u'l rhtHer Cuﬂfhﬁiﬁ? as. ®“grmie was Iust golng to drive
¥y and they had to plek up a girl Kit somecn
Hess dii Oat, 1lpF A.Y ., Jackson dropped in and then
also golng ( 1rur,. fartin and Kit - were to have sur
and Mr *ackson 1d to meet somecme downtosn So wWe drove
here for aj hnurt time. #artin was a little bit the ty:
hink anvone can know a great deal smkxofx living out
1 he liked our sketches . We saw a few of his st
ther modern but think he does do cuite fine thi

short time.

the Indian A i to do to-morrow and
other things see to. Bo to bed now.

f love,
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nff,Alberta.
Friday,sug.12,1949

Dearest Mother,

Haven't been very good at writing you this week but
have been working on the Indian Day accounts and finally day before
yesterday got them to agree, that is the bank book, check hook and
the list of money taken in and spent, now I must type them out for
any future committee to have to work from. I am awfully stugid at
such things but Norman Luxton thinks I am good because I ferret out
every penny spent.

When we went to Morfaine Lake this las :
lots of letters to look over and many to answer in two large envelonnpe
and then we had such good weather and not one rainy day and L never
wrote to anyone but you, so now I am way behind arazin and will have
to get busy on those before long. also the bills to pay this mont!
haven't been attended to. Right now £ am doing the third and last
batch of wash that had gathered, think I may have a little too much
in the machine so will have to watch it and #®riting vou is one ¥{f

thirig I can do and Jjump up and down at the same time.

Lon't wonder you didn't know why we manted the book
on ducks which is so expendive. We saw it while at the coast at
DLobby Hunterdand were very interested from the photographic angle,
then we thought how wonderful it would be for George Browne, the
som of Belmore Browne, who specializes in bird pictures and has
difficulty in making them fly in the right marmer. ghexx George
a most attractive young wife from California, pretty 2s a picture.
and they spent thelr first wihter in a 1log cabin Just outsdde the
mountains, near Morley. Have come to see us when they have been up
He is pﬁL‘ﬂr' an exhibitlion of plctures ready for a show in the
Grand Central Galleried 'ﬁrwt lﬂt and we thou; ’ht thez duck book
would be a great help to him.

-

Am glad you are going to the Exhibition
wish I had time to send you more aboutthe artists for *hﬂg
a8 Jf&Hpr understandable. Last night we had Mr# and #rs
and their married daughter who is studyinz at the Summer Echoal down
to see the pictures. None uf them had been here ®efore and were very
surpirsed as M 'Ltts sald,to see that Pete was a "great Artistf "
Pete feels that an rxagerated view but was pleased never the less.
Its funny W ﬂrh people are appreciated in their owrn home town
or their own c Mr Watts 1s guite insensed because of the
exhibition of Art which was pieked by A.Y.Jackson ( whi
was allright ) hnu uack Martin ( who is really an Englisman wh
teaches at the Art Gchool in Toronto and knows little about the
west, told me it seemed as if there was nothing but picthres of
grain elevators to ehoese from, and I said that after all that
one of the greatest characteristics of the FPsaries), but the:
plcked one or two examples for the traveling show) Llhen
Englishman who has only just come over named Bawden, and
srd on the jury. Now how could the last two really pick
most represengtative of the Art ou t West? I wish you could




the watereolors of his of the mountain:
Auditorium, very modern and dirty in col
we hear that he has sold them all. H
best of the newer English painters.

or some of them but are not selling

who enouired about them.

Just now we were over town in front of th

16 Col KHoore's sist ame along,., first time we have
year. she always dresses very much and had sort of ballet
long full skirt suit and beaufiful silver fox furs, blg s
earrigngsand other Jekelry, hardly fitting for Banff Ave. To
fun Pete walked up to her right in front of the " Telephone
gign and asked her if she knew. where the telephone office wa
ne’ recognized him and very politely told him Ehe thought
two blocks down., So then I stepped out and she evidently kn
bo then caught on we were pulling hef leg.

Have had & hard time getting this written as Sam Ward came
in this morning as 1 was doing the wash,about sto g =some furniture
for the Masons ete. and then I ironed the clothes
still damp after lunch and when we went for the ma
sorts of peoplef

shall have to put this on the train.

go out but thought we might go up to

Loads of love,

C fﬁiﬂ;;“é_ﬂ .




Banff,Alberta.
donday Aug.15,1989,

Dearest Mother,

The little mess above is because 1 just put a new
ribbon in, the old one got pretty light and worn out. Seems to me
I am not doing very well in my letter writing, However T have almost
finished the Indian Days accounts, got them to balance on Wednesday
had no time Friday and think I only worked Saturday night until
yesterday which was Sunday and then I did a little in the morning
more in the afterncon and all evening. Now there is Just the fina
page to do, but that is the one that has to add up right. However
we aren't going out to-morrow as we had thought so will have more
time.

ihis morning we were up early as we wanted to see

Morman Luxton before he left for a holiday and did that soon after
nine, then Sam came over to ask us to have a look at the warehouse
vhere the Besons are storing their furniture until their hall which
was burnt out is fixed. Sam thought we owned the building but it
belongs to the store business and so Jackie really owns it. We were
anxious to see if there was some storm sash in it that belongs to
the store. Sam strained himself last week moving things around and
was to see Dr Mackenzie at 11, so we left him and came back here
after a couple of errands as we expected Mary and Jimmy Simpson in.
Jimmy came first and then left to look for “ary who came in her own
car from Bow and then Sam came down again to tell us that he was to
go to the hospital this afternoon and be operated on for hernia to-
morrow morning. I think he was a little upset though he tried not
to show it for he has never been in a hospital beBbre, and I don't
think he wanted to tell Cis. Ye chatted a while and then he left
and Mary and Jim came along. We decided that if he was to be sick

( Sam that is ) we didn't want to go out of town, even if they say
it is a very simple operation now-d-days, we thought they would both
feel better if we were around . and from what Mary says they are to
be pretty full this week and the first of next week the carpenters
come to start work on the second floor of the new addition. So we
may go up for a day but not to stay and try to paint unless we go
later on in the season.

It was late when we had lunch for Mary and Jim wanted
to tell us the progress they have made with the log work etc. They
hope to have the place ready to use next summer. We thought we should
drive Sam up to the hospital which we did at four, having a cup of
tea at their house ané coming home with a big bag of fresh peas that
they were to have had for their supper but which Cis insisted we take
as she had other left overs.My they were good, right out of their
garden. Peyto's peas will be reagdy Friday. Charlie Peyto raises them
at Anthracite and nearly lost them with the temperature 34 Saturday
night. Thete was a frost in some parts of Calgary, and many lost th
their vegetables, very discouraging a frost the middle of August!

We took Sam up and Pete went in with him to bc%ster
up his courage, and to-ngghb we drove Bls up to see him but she




was to walk home. Dr MacKenzie said he would opperate at 8 A.M,
#hile we were there Walter Ashdown who wsed to drive for Brewsters
when Pete did and still does, had Just brought a Mir & Mrs Freidman
in from Lake Louise.She had fallen and hurt her wrist and they were
waiting for Dr MacRenzie, who was in Canmore operating with Pat
Costigan. The doctors are very busy.

Yesterday we just had one set of callers. We met Bob Svarre
and his young wife., Phil over town and he wanted to bring her down
to see the house. they came soon after three and we had tea. He is
a Norweglan boy from Seattle, was out here with George Eisenshimml
skiing and is running the Kanvas Kabins with a Banff boy. Was in the
U.S.Airforce during the war and all through the Pacifie. *he wife
is so attrgctive too. He wants to study architecture in Switzerland
and we talked about that. then to-day I had the bright idea that
one of Sir Normans men is a Swiss Architect up at “ake Louise so
we ran up after taking Sam to the hospital to suggest they speak to
him, Talked for a while and as we were leaving a man came along on
horseback. The kind that trys to be very western and they sert of
Joke about him. it started us telling hosre stories, and then just
as we started &he car and young girl came along on the same hosse
the cow boy had been riding and she called to us " how do you stop
a horse ? " not that the horse was going very fast but he was going
in the wrong direction. Bob showed her how to make him go to the left
and right after how to stop and there she sat and the ho rse stood
perfectly still. The she said " How do I make him go now ?" by this
time qulte a few amused people had gathered. Of course the horse had
caught on and wouldn't more even when she dug her heels in to his side.

So Bob hit him on the back side and he went allright but just a short
distance and stopped again, this time to take a nice bunch of flowers
out of their garden plot. Last thing we saw the girl and horse were
ambling down the read.

We met Fern Brewster and stopped to talk to her a few
minutes and by then it was supper time. Now it is getting close to
bed time and I am getting sleepy and this isn't a very interesting
letter. The duck book came to-day and want to have & good lock at it
for we might get it down to George Browne this week.




Banff,s21lberta.
Wed .Aug.17,1945

Dearest Mother,

At last I have finished the Indian day accounts
except for asking ahdut and paying one bill and depositing any
more donations that might come in. Norman Luxton is away for a
couple of weeks and we saild we would deposit anything that comes.
But my part is done. When you realize that we took in over £5,000.
and spent more than five thousand, it is really ten thousand to
keep track of. Une reason that we made detailed lists of the
amounts spent is if anything should happen to Norman Luxton and
some group of people want to rum it another year thay will know
how the money has been spent in the past and for what, hoe/much
food was ordered and the amount of bread meat etc. 21800. was
spent for food not counting the meat which comes from Elk and
Buffalo that are killed by the Governeant in the winter and kept
in cold storage until Indian daysl About £4700. went to the indians
themselves and $700. to white people. like the printing, advertising
some frelght, busses etc. Its all spent on Indian days but some
ask a little too much for what they do, while others donate their
services,

Haven't written any letters I should, for three weeks
so will have to get busy soon, maybe to-night if I don't write too
much to you. We have been rather concerned about *am. He was operated
on yesterday morning at 8 A.M, and as we had a bill to pay at the
Atkin Clinic went ia in the morning and asked as well for Sam.Pat
Costigan was there and had helped with the operation,as be and Dr
Mac Kenzie work to-gether. He said that it was a double supture and
everything was fine., We took Cis up in the afterncon but didn 't go
in ourselves knowing ‘e would feel sick, He was evidently very dopey
so Cis said and we didn't go up in the evening ®ither. However this
morning when we asked Cis how he was,she sald he was fine last night,
quite chipper, which surprised her, and had even gotten out of bed to
go to the bathroom. Yhen we saw Dr MacKenzle at the post office
this morning he sald Sam was up and feeling good. ©o this afternoon
we dropped in. Me had been moved from the room he was in at first,

a lady was in there, and we had a Job to find him. He was in bed
but seemed allright, we didn't stay long, Just a minute or two as I
think people are apt to overdo the visiting. But isn't it wonderful
the way they get people to move around so 503;. He, will be there a
f‘ew da}rs and then hﬂme*"‘ﬁ_.‘_u_} GOAE  AAAAA R J WG e

When I saw Fat he was very pleased having just
received a letter from a Clinic in Boston. I have forgetten the Drs
names, but they specialize in Ski accidents I think. A druck driver
was badly injured up the Jasper highway when the truck and ‘trailor
went off the road and it is a long way to brigh him to Banff., Pat
sald it took them 3; hours to operate on his broken hip as it was in
lots of little pieces. They had to put a nail in and I guess a plate
and after it was done the Workman's Compensation Board questioned

on who's authority they had put the nail through the bone. (or some
thing like that ) So Pat had sent the exrays and history ié the




Boston Doctors for their opinion, and back came this letter saying
they had treated thesame type of break in the same manner and they
had put the nail as much as half an inch through the femur and the
patient had never known I guess for it was still there.(Pat had put
it in only 1/8 of an 1nch,§ The boy is in the room Sam is in now
and was busy making those"weave it"things Aunt Julie made once,
making sweaters, He said he had done it before and prefereed it to
reading., a funny occupation for a truck driver!

Pat also wrote the Boston Doctor about the way they treated
some ankle break that is common among skiers and sent exrays &d
them too. The Boston doctors have to use wires or plates to get them
to mend but Pat doesn't and they were interested in that too.

Yesterday I went to a church tea, Pearl and Aunt Julia were
there and Mrs Painter who later came home with us for some books.
e have been doing a lot of running round it seems, as one does some
times. like the mail, the hospital etc. The weather has been nice
and now we know Sam is getting ong allright we will think of roing
out again, though we don't know just where as we don't.hink they w
will want us at Sow Lakes, not just yet.loe weory wovlian -

Got a letter from Gray Campbell and he said he had written
you to thank you for the U.SPStamps, they must be busy from morn
til night on the ranch and do it all themselves, having no hired
man this year.

We went to the summer school students art exhibit this
afternoon, thought the things very good on the whole for they only
show one example of each student's work. Then to see the weaving
and such beautiful things as they make. Barbara showed us around
and the things she has done already., = lovely baby blanket some
kind of Swedish way, most intricate looking. A pddid scarf of the
kind of stuff she can make boys shirts out of, suit material for
Bubby as well. She is to have a loom this winter so will be turning
out all manner of things.

Went up to see Carl Hungdus just before supper thinking
it was his B80th birthday, but it is to-morrow so #we invited us
back to-morrow night. He really is smart for 80, has three large
pictures started.

The third book came and thanks so much for them all, also
the Btudios. I don't know how vou stand the heat,it sounds Just
awful, Did I tell you they had a frost in Calgary, luckily not here
for the peas are only just ready to eat. Cis Eave us some vesterday
and they were wonderful, out of their garden.

Loads of love,

Cahd asAsg, !




Banff ,Xlberta.
wat dug 20,1349,

Dearest Mother,

Have just finished two polite letters so now I think
I should be entitled to write an easy one to you. We still haven't
gone out again but maybe it is Just as well for yesterday afternoon
it rained hagd and the same to-day though now(5.30)it is lovely and
sunny, am glad for the weekend people.

As usval keep busy with one thing or another. On
Thursday we took books to Mr Felluet who has been vefy ill, Saw the
Summer school exhibition again to try and find a local girls things
and went to the ELementary school where they had extra p ictures
hung, met Andre Beiler who wanted to return a book so said he would
come over in the early afternoon, then we would drive him up to where
Lileas Mewton lives and as she has broken her left arm( éell off a
bycycle ) he would ask if she would like to come down for tea.
In the end we ran into Kae Beaumont, the daughter of Gray Campbell's
friend in “ethbridge, and as she hadn't been to the house and is
studying palnting we brought her down and Jonny came too. He know
Kae as she was " one of George's girl friends " George stays at
Barbaras. She is a most attractive young lady ( maybe + wrote you
this beffiee) would have shooked Cousin Harried as she wore white
shorts and much bare, though tanned,legs. Xkxiw Pete hadn't at first
recognised her standing on the eurb as we drove along and remarked
" there's & girl in her underwear"or" with few clothes on " and so
of course Jonny told her what Pete said. However she is a good sport
and didn't mind, She is at Queen's Un¥¥ersity in Kingston and was
in Mr Beiler's class so they had great fun when ke came along, not
expecting her Lo be here. Her father is going back to lreland this
fall for the first time since he left in 1219. lhats 30 years agol
We drove Andre Beller where he wanted to go and then teleppned to
Moraine for accomodation, but can't get in until this coming Tues-
day. We had thought of golng to Bow *ake next but they, are so fully
we _decided to {l\ait‘ until ; a‘%e; on ,,M}Wﬁ@mﬁ;aﬂbm}mi Fu e dl wa
Hosow, Wb o d\.wﬂlm LAl VIAWIg s COWBML'T covl Gl -

TaHt same afternoon thihking it was Carl Rungius
birthday we went up there for a few minmutes but he wanted us to come
back after 8 the next night when he was having open house. He went
with Charlie Reid down to the Coxes Ranch 50 miles from here the
next day, so as to get out of town. Jim Boyce is foreman there.

S0 on his birthday he had quite a day, leaving about ten in the
morning and not getting back until supper time or later and then had
pecple in for the evening until 1.30 next morning.

Thursday night I think I wrote letters, it gets
dark fairly early now., Friday 1 washed, alsc wrote a letter to Gray
as we had such a nice one from him. Should send it to you to read
and then you return 1it, for it gives a good idea of thelr life.

Wa went out after thah and as usuval pere btne keeps rpnning into
people to talk to. We met$8id Gravesiwho runs O'Hara)dwwn for a day
and the Mooreg,at the Post “Yffice,who told us how very sick Mrs
Wellman is,Ard then Leslie #4ather, Allan's brother who lives in




Calgary, He was waiting for Hugh John Maclonald, who used to be
the school princip&l here and now is a Jjudge in é‘ g preme Court

of Alberta and a very fine man. When B} came out were talking
to Pete and wanted to come to the hnuse to see t paintings but
thought they better pick up the women folll first. We came back

and got a fire going and 4+ ran around flourishing a duster, and
soon they appeared. 4rs fﬁcﬁunald and the daughter{who wes having
a hard time with sinus or hay fever)and a friend a Miss Hennissey .
They were very much taken with the paintings and as most of the
sketches are still in the frames we showed them those. Be would
like to paint himself but doesn't think he possibly gould, so this
morning I suddenly thought he might enjoy Bhurchill's book "Painting
as a Pastime " and we saw them on the street so lent it to them.
liow they want to bring apother friend fo-morrow. He i1s more like

a rancher than a Judge and seems very young. Had fete finished
school he would have been the principal them , but Pete had quit
school when he first came to Banff.

After they left about 5.30 we rushed over for meat for
supper, got some lovely fresh flowers Charlie feyto had Brought.
in from his garden at Anthracite and took those to Edith ®abbles,
lirs Wellman's daughter. ihe Moores had told us that Mrs Wellman
was &n a coma, so we thought she must be terribly sick but she
had come out uf it we found out later. She has Asthma very bddly
and a Portland doctor found that she was alergic to a germ in
herself. When she gets tired it galins and the medicine he makes
out of her own self, doesn't help. Bounds complicated and guess
it is, but she has hau these spells before. ‘hey were locking for »
a nursa so we said we would try amd find one. Went to see Jean
Kelly up at the camp grounds but she has too small a baby to leave,
Then to another mother who was iIn Calgary. Spent nearly an hour
hunting and getting names but no real luck, just a few names.
It was late when we got back,.a t 7 and after Bupper we went
down to the Moores to ask how was, for we hadn't liked to ask
the daughters too much. %o it ended by a nice evening at the Moores.
Edmee and the Jack Brewsters coming in before we left.

. Pearl was much interested in our opinions of a girl 14
and a boy about the same age who are from Banff and went to the
Bummer School. The Mooresthought thelr pictures the best in the
Show and certainly they were among the best. One is Doris Living-
ston, Bubby's age I think,and does really lovely watercolors,
Pearl I think sent her, no she had a ﬂchﬂéfrﬁhip from last year,
and won a prize of a week at Sunshin other, Albert Rohberge,
who's mother 1s about the only person in Banff who goes out

cleaning by the day. #n awfully nice boy and he had never worked
"% in olls befiore and did a very good scene of a back alley.

To—day Ules 4“eCasse and his son beconard came arournd to
see what work we mant done. They are going to make us a low fenge
across the front of the lot and also cut down any dead trees or
leaning balm of Gileads etc. Are to start on YMonday so Just as
well we won't be going out until Tuesday.

Again had the shopping to do and saw Cis who said that
Sam hoped to come home to-day but she hadn't heard if he could so
we said we would go up at two and see and bring him home bf 0.K,.
I had the broning all damp yesterday but never did it so knew I
should get 1t done to-day. ¥id that right after lunch and then it
got very dark, I hustled and we went a few minutes after two to




the hospital, It was raining up West and beginning to thunder.
Took half a beuguet to Zani who is also in the hospital. an old
bachelor without a jaw and who Pete used to work with in 1922

at lake louise, and another bumch was for Mr Cooper but he was
alleep so gave them to a little boy with Arthritis. By this time
cam was all ready to leave, he had his clothes on over his pajamas
and said he had been walking around and figured he would be better
off at home and Dr Macflenzie said he could go. Pretty good having
had the operation Just Tuesday and this is Saturday. #e walked
downstairs in the hospital on Wednesday.

We hustled as much as we could as the storm was already
starting and we got him home just before it broke. Cis was glad
to see him s0 early and I noticed she had sustard just made and
sugar cookies and fresh peas for supper. After we came back I
wrote two letters started this. Then we had friedy chicken in
the pressure cooker and also fresh peas and delifious mellon
and now it 1s nearly bedtime. We have had several storms and
then clear blue sky in between.

ot a most encouraging letter from Cliffto-day and
evidently feels healthy and happy at the coast. thinks the
altitude is better for him there too. and Yonny has a good
as well.Se was to see Mr Vallance the-mext—=day so looks as
we might get things sort of straightened up.

It i1s now Bunday, lovely and fresh out for we needed rain
toc. It looks much like the last few days as if we would have rain
soon and maybe a bit of sun in between. I re-read this letter and
hope you can make out what we have been doing. It sounds very confus
ing to me. We will be here to-morrow to get Ules & son started
on the work, then can go to Moraine for 4 nights onTuesday so will
be back again next weekend to see how they got along.

If I don't send Gray's letter this time will next for
you to read and return.

Ioads of love,




Banff .Alberta,
nunust 25,1943,

Dearest Mother,

I' thought I was golng to do so much if we had
to stay in a few days but asusual other things have happened.
Think I wrote you Sunday or Saturday night and then when we
w ent up to the Fost 0ffice at noon heard that Mrs Wellaan
had died the evening before. Pete felt very badly for he has
Efown the family always and was sort of brought up with the
kids. We wanted to be sure it was right so asked Fomeone and
then just went to the door for a minute. Latc "ter unch
we went down to Pearl Moores to speak to hermmmﬂ. .

She hadn't known until Sunday sither. It seems
that Wlrs Wellman was a bit better and over the bad attack of
Asthma. Dr Atkins ( who has been her doctor always ) was there,
che had been talking quite a bit and he suggested maybe she b
better rest, which she did, while the others went into the
kitchen to make some coffee. It was about 7.70. Lorna looked
in to see how she was and thought her color not Just right
and she had died in her sleep. Dr Atkin worked over her for
a long time but could do mo more. It was nice that her family
had all been together for the [irst time in several years
so she had enjoyed that., But she was a lovely person and a
good friend. Her husband died din the flm epidemic in 1918
or 19 and left her with the three small children to bring up.
She has had rather a sad life.

I We had told the #aclopaldsthat we would be
home so didn t dare go far. Later did gof up and see how Sam
was but he had had a number of callers and we didn't stay.

Monday morning bright and early Ules LeCasse
and his son lLeonard came around to start taking out trees.
Ihey began on the two big ones right next the living room
chimney which were getting far too big and taking too much
light. By nine the first one was out by the root and the next
one didn't take long either. Ules was game warden for years
and Jjust retired. both he and his son are good axmen and Len
has those things you tie on your legs to blimb trees or poles,
the way the Powerg¢ men do, so limbed some trees for us. uses
elther hand. They did an awful lot of work and it makes such
a difference,

We began to think that maybe 1t was foolish to
try to go to Moradke with the funeral Wednesday and as we were
also anxious to see how Ules got on now that we have them for
a few days, we telephoned up. Are golng Thursday for 4 nights
and then they are booked up until the end of their season,so
will try to get to Bow Lake after that.

Yesterday afternoon the WacDondlds came, Mugh
John, the wife and daughter, and Shella someone or other a
little friend of the daughter who is stufying painting. and
a Mrs George Noble a sister of Mrs MacDonald. “hey were all




just as nice as they could be and seemed to really enjoy

the sketches. We showed them the ones of Hawaii, Switzerland
and Norway and the little girl said when she got home she
would tell her mother she had seen all those countries. They
were just going when a thunder storm blew up so stayed on
until the Beavy rain stopped and 1t was almost suppertime by
then.

To-day Ules and Len helped get me a view, taking off
branches and it is ever so mueh better, now they are starting
to make a low fence across the front. 18 or 18 inches high
and just one rail, sort of a baricade but it will help keep
the cars out and not look too big.

We had to get permission to build it &rom the Super
snd then there being both Sweet peas as well as fresh peas
from Anthracite, I got a bunch for drs Cooper and another for
wpe FPapis and we took those around to them . Also saw Sam
twice on errands and ran into Evelyn Browne who we didn't
know was here. She is Belmore Browne's daughter. the sister
the of George Browne who the book is for. She lives in
Durham N.H. near Dover. has a little house of her own there.
Said she was so soryy not to get over to the exhibition tea
at the Art Center but is going to try and stop in and see you
some Sunday afternoon.

¥rs Browne was at the King Edward and Tibby ( George's
wife) at the stoee so'we gathered them and brought them all

back hereto tea. Mrs Browne is so full of energy and so very
interested that we felt quite tired when they left!l

George is to have a one man show at the Grand Central
Art Galleries in New York next winter, and Tibby was so escited
for he has just sold a large painting to be used on the
Socony 0il Calender, and two other pictures of dukks to some-
one else which means they can pay the expenses of the show
themselves. After they left 1 suddenly thought how much George
would like to see the large Painting of ducks you have of Mr
Bensons, and thoughtl would ask if they go to visit Lvelyn
when east if they would like to go and see you. and then I
wondered, do you suppose that Mr Benson ever sees young artists
these days ? For what a teeat it would be for George to meet
him or see some of his pictures. Funny part is Belmore Brownes
ancesters are old Salem people. Must ask what theii names are.
George is what I call a realistic artist and so sincere and
such a fine young man and Tibby the wife is just about the
prettiest person I know. and equally lovely in personality.
George raminds me a bit of John Ldward, perhaps because he lost
the sipht of one eye.

Another amusing thing. Mrs Browne knows Tibby's
Aunts in Ross, California and they are much upset to think of
her spending the winter in a log cabin way out in the wilds
near Seebe, and only a privy, no modern conveniences. S0 they
keep sending her all sorts of add about Septic Toilets, etc.
She said even Ruth Draper, who she only met once, sent her
information about a chemical tollet ! I asked if it was The
Ruth Draper and she said yes. She is some relation of hers.




We are going to try and make a wreath for Mrs Wellman's
funeral to-morrow so will have to be up early, Just a small
weeath, and then Thursday hope we can be off early for Morailne,

Forgot ,Dr Riley, the one from Calgary who didn't get to
Boston last fall, was here to see us on Sunday. He has a young
girl frotege who has gone to Boston to study at the Mass,
General I think. She has been so busy since she pot there that
he has only had one letter from her and the heat was awful.

She saild she wore underclothes until she noticed that she could
see right through the assistant Supervisor's Uniform and so
then she decided to wear just the her unfform after that !

Or so he said. He makes a Bood story out of things. ie is

going to send me her aame and address and I thought Edith might
like to meet her. We don't know her but believe she is a very
clever girl,

Thursday. Never got this mailed yesterday

Will be starting for Moraine after lunch for it is a rainy da
day. What a mess 1 am making of this so won't try to write much more
now. Sun seems to be coming out a bit so perhaps it will mlear
later.,

Loads of love and glad your hot weather is over,
'~ :
Calhanung
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Banff,Alberta.
Non,Aug .29,1949,

Dearest Hother,

Buch a lot seems to go on and much has Bappened
since 1 last wrote you the afternoon before we left Mor ine
as Lorna and Dave VYliver decided to take our cabin for gng&wﬂ
night. That evening there weren't many in the ledge as a party
of 7 who had reservations since last summe winter never showed
up at all, They had paid a large deposit and there mail had
arrived but not a word from them. 50 mean when Mrs Shaw was
turning people away who would have liked the space the 7 would
have occupied even for one nipht. We had an elderly gentleman
to talk to from Washingten D.C.Me has travieled all over this
continent,especially flaska and one trip he had just ma#e and
liked the best was on the Maguina up the west coast of Vancouver
Island, the one we nearly took had we not gosm to doctors and
dentists instead. think it might have done more good.

Young Cliff came over in the Jeep to fish and
we had a short talk wifh him. Seems he had gone to Invermere
paid Lloyd Anderson so much cash and the cow, in return for
Lloyds ehare in Cliff's Jeep. Later LlJoyd wrote that he had
found the Cow was never paid for by Cliff. Rather disconcerting!l

The next day S&turday was lovely and I took a
few Kodachromes before we left as we decided that we might as
well get home in time to pick up things to eat ete. Got to the
house by one and found a message in the door that there was a
wire at the telegraph office for hs. We wondered which member
of the family was in trouble now, for I no longer expect it to
be wood from you, usually it is someone arriving on a certain
train. We thought we would have a bite to eat first, for nad
it been serious they would have telephoned us. It was from
Lloyd Anderson saying that he wanted us to contact Sandy CGordon
( who they had bought the “nvermere Farm from) as soon as
possible. So we decided to try and find Mr Vallance as we could
see by the shades being up that he was Bome. We also checked
to see 1f Lorna and Dave had left for we wanted to let M¥rs Shaw
know if they had changed their plans. 8ot the mail etc. then to
the Vallances. e was out,(having to go to the Wellmans with
her Will) but drs Vallance told us that he hadn't been able to
see Cliff at the coast, a great disappointment to us all, for
Mr V. was going to get any papers from Cliff about the farm or
Jeep etc. and also find out how things stood as Cliff has
definttely decided to stay at the coast. I think 1 told you that
when we saw himg at the dentists office in Vancouver and asked
him " what about the farm ? " he looked a little surprisedand
said " why its yours." He is not always very business like.




WE waited there a while, saw the Phillipses who live next
door and then thought we would try to find *id downtown
and also do the errande which we did. Saw Jackie a minute
and he told us the sad news that Mrs Mac had diedlvery
suddenly. This was a great shock to me and I didn t tell Fete
until we got home for I knew he would feel very Badly as she
was an old friend. I think you remember her, we went up to
her log house for tea I think, She seemed so young, used to
bring people here quite often and always very attractive
pecple and interested in the pictures.

Mrs lMac had a one room cabin on a little ranch down near
the Ghost River on the way to Calgargy where she wmould keep
her horses too, We heard later that she was in Banff the day
before with Calgary friends and that she had gone to bed as
usual, but next morning when the young boy went in to see 1f
she wanted anything, or maybe start the fire, he found her
dead on the floor. ﬁ flash light in her hand and still going.
They think i1t was a heart attack/ Awfully hard on the daughter
Mary wht is married, has two little children and lives at the
coast .

After we had been here a short time went back and found
©id Vallance in, so bad a bit of a talk. Cliff I just never
got over to see him I guess though he telephoned etc. Most
annoying. and the last day the Vallances thought they would
go over and see him at Bowen only to find it was his day off
and he had gone to Vancouver but wasn t at Mildred's snd never
called up the Vallances. We told ~id about the wire from Lloyd
and as he realizes we are too easy as a rule, he said he would
telephone over to Invermere for us and see what it was sall about
which he did. Then I called hack after supper from Barbaras
and found that he hadn't gotten much out of Lloyd who is a bit
slow, loyal and honest but certainly not a quiek thinker. ke
told 8id what Peter had told us. ( I forget he appeared just
after supper and told us Lloyd had seen ﬁéﬁ on the road and
that the payment on the farm was 90 daysjidue and young Peter was
afraid if we didn't do something we would lose it all, and
told Lloyd to try and get in touch with us.) Anyway Lloyd wanted
us to pay the amount due on the farm $2,600. by now and then pay
him to run it ! This Mr Vallance was sure we wouldn't want to
do but said he would speak to us. So then after talking to me
Sid called Invermere again and spoke to Sandy Gordon who owgned
the Farm orig nally and ¥hey sald that he and Lloyd would drive
over the following day and we could talk it over as he had to
leave Invermere fop the coast on Tue sday and Honday Sid had to

go to Calgary iz week is the Bar Assocliation Convention
o Bantalu wik W -

So yesterday we had a full day. Starting with Dr Riley
bringing us a present of a piece of Gray ®arble for a pallette
that can be put under water to keep the psint moist. He made
us a short visit and is always fun and interesting, this time
telling about warming cars with a blow torch in Saek&chewan's
winters.

He hadn't been gone long before the Hemmings arrived.
They were great friends of #rs @aclonalds and Mary had wanted
to see us at the house after the burial Tuezday. aiio wapndered




where a certain bit of Silver was that her mother always kept
flowers in and we had it here.

Lunch, a call from Harold and then at twoSandy Gordon
and Lloyd drove in. Young Feter had told us how good Sandy
had been about everything and he certainly was a most likable
fellow.I called Sid and he soon came down, after which we
talked business. Had a very pleasant talk but found out that
Sandy had been to Cranbrook to start foreclosure proceedings
as the man mho had handled the original agreement died very
suddenly a month ago. Another reason the whole thing is more
difficult to settle up. There were really Just two alternatives,
either we take what he offered for the amount we lent Cliff
in the first place ( when he thought he was going to get more
than enough from the Ski 8o. to settle it all and of course
never did )or else for us to pay the amount owing plus interest
and have a farm we have never seen on our hands, if we sold it
we would put Lloyd out of a house, and Lloyd could mever afford
to buy it himself or rent it even. and #& we did get a buyer
we might not get more than a small down payment and a worry for
years to get the rest. We were very glad to take Sandy's offer
of cash and sign a peper called a Quit Claim, so now we have
nothing further to do about it as we have no claim against the
farm. The agreement was made in Lloyds name ¥y so it could
have been very complicated, for at the time Cliff was afraid
if the farm was in his name ¥ildred would come and stay. Anyway
Sandy thinks he may keep the farm in the family for his son—in
law and daughters to use and perhaps even let.lloyd stay on for

a bit. He also will give Lloyd the cow which fixes that matter.
1 think 5id was as pleased as we were to have the matter settled
for the road to Invermere is under construction and none of us
wants to make any trips back and forth. candy and Lloyd stayed
for about an hour afterwards and we talked and had tea, but they
couldn't eat much as they had been nervous abcut the whole thing!

Last night I wrote Cliff what had transpired and just hope
and pray the whole matter is settlel now.

Guess this is enough of a letter. #aybe sometime I will
bave a chance to answer yours and thank you for the lovely
pictures of the garden too.

More love,
{: @J\M-.\mﬂ. .




Banff ,Alberta,

Thurs.Sept.1.1943,

Dearest Mother,

It hardly seems possible that it is already the
first of September, and when we heard the school bell this morning
we were gald that we didn_t have to go to school! We are having
lovely summer weather, in the 80's in Calgary. If it weren't for
the odd leave already turning yellow 1 wonld think it more like
July. Indian Days weather was much cooler. It is nice to have
good weather this week as the Canadian Bar Association are hold-
ing a convention at the Banff Springs. 1000 of them, though some
may be sleceping in the village. I don't think they .can sleep . that
many up there.‘EQu.x_i ok B (o0 T aluasen, v’-t..:-tl-qqd'--n"- V\*%d.& -

Tuesday I think I sent you a letter, It was the
day of Mrs MacDonald's funeral and we spent most of the morning
gathering Juniper with all shades of gresn and b“lue Lerriss wmhich
the bushes we havidme been going to seem to have in great numbers
this year. *hen a few hunches of the Kinikinic berries. We used
a4 plece of haywire to make the foundation of and that seemed
rather appropriateas it is used in the west to mend everything
with,in the the way of harness or catts or cars. It came out
very well and then we took it up to the cemetery, Had a hard time
finding the grave of Gen Maclonald for when we went there was no
sign of anything. I looked at Mrs Wellmeans and ouft wreathes was
still there that we made a week ago,and as fresh as ever,which was
nice to know.

In the end we had gquite a day for on the way home we
saw Erling Strom with Siri in the Jeep, they were just going to see
Tke H¥ills but sald they were on thelr way to say"helld to us. We
said ( foolishly )"why not come down now"and started on , thinking
they were right behind. It was Just about 12¢ncon, but they didn't
come then, must have talked to Ike for a while apd we wondered what
to do. Didn't really have enough of anything for,lunéh and yet we
rather wanted to have ours, waited a bit and ther I tried to make
some sandwihches with our last bread which was so feesh it was sort
of Falling apart. Then they came so I sort of hid those. Pete asked
them if they had had lunch,but luckily they said that they had had
a late breakfast and would have a big tea before Siri left on the
train to go back b6 school, so that solved that, but it must have b
been 1.30 or 2 when they left. Think it was two, for it was after
one when they came. Then we rushed through lunch, Pete likes to eat
very slowly and I had barely changed my elothes for the three o'codk
funeral %hen #ary Faris came to find out if Pete would draw an
emblem for the Ski Runners to use on their note paper and as posters.

We got to the funeral on time and it was a very lovely
service. It is a pretty little evemetery and the day was lovely, they




had guite a few flowers arranged on the grass, Mrs Boon came as

we did with an armful of lovely flowers from her garden, “he had
plcked the whole vine of sweetpeas and they trailed over her arm.
She told us that just a short time ago she had heard Mrs Mac say
how she hated funeral flowers, so she took these and very graciously
laid them on the grass . It was all very simple. Tully Montgomery
the minister walked up to the grave side and the undertaker had

the wooden box of abhes. Mary and Gordie ( the daughter and son-in-
law)walked across from the car they had driven up in.(¥rs 4ac's
green one it was) and then the few good friends who had gathered,
drew closer and the Padre made the service very short.,

Afterwards a number of us were asked upﬂthe house for
tea. Mary had wanted to have her mother's old friegﬁs gather once
more in the house,as they had alsays had it,and it was actually
very pleasant. About 20 or so there. We didn_t stay very long
though. Canf't remember what we did later. guess Pete had a nap
as such omcasions take it out of him and then a auiet evening.

Yesterday Pete had a bit of trouble with the sharp

pain over his eye, It doesn't bother him as often as it did, just
once in a while. Co it was noon before we went out to do errands
and I did some wabBéng in the morming etc., We ran into Cliff Jr
down from Lake Louise and He had gotten my letter about what we
had done with the farm in Invermere and seemed to thihk it all 0.K.
He hopes to get a ttuck and go ove-r and get all thelr things
but now the question of where to store them. Seems a shame they
have no place to call home or where they can leave anything.
We were also in luck, two years ago we backed a note for a boy
who was in the service and lost an eye, a nmice lad but his father
we don't care for and felt a bit sorry for the boy. #nother man in
Banff would back a note at the bank for half of what he needed
»f we would back the other half, We thought this other man would*
n't do it unless he knew Pick pretty w=ll, so finally we said we
would. 2250.00. then of course the note bounced, the bank loans the
money with someones backing and then if they don't pay it up you
have to. They were very good about it at the bank and tried to
collect it for us but no luck. Then Dick sold a Ski Lift he had
put his credits Into but we heard too late to get in on the money
from that, though#% the other man who backed a note got his £250.
then, Dick rather avoided us and if we did see him he was sure he _
would pay soon etc. etc. 1 happened to ask the new bank manageﬂ@wﬂhaaﬁﬁ
who 1s very nice,about it, amd he said,if I see Vick I will tell
him that I think you are going to start proceedings if he doesn't
pay up soon, and both Pete and I were rather startled the same
afternoon to have Uick stop us and say he had deposited £225. to
our credit in the bank that same day) And yesterday along he came
with the rest. We are awfully pleased for he was the only one who
had really let us down. .

This seemed to be our day for getting money unexpectedly.
Mrs Chucik Millar is making a couplé of shirts foo Pete, She came
and asked us for a loan of $£100. early this summer, I have forgotten
now what for,and to-day she had the money all saved up. I asked if
she was sure they were allright and she said"yes"that it was a
wonderful feeling to have someone they could ask if they really pot
stuck. We have lent to them before and always they save it up scome-
how.,




Remember the two girls from Illdndis and Ohio that we met
at Moraine Lake and were here for the last Indian Days 7 We got
a money order for £25.00 from one of them to-day for the Indians.
Wasn't that nice ? She said we had been so nice to them and they

liked the Indians so much that she felt she wanted to send it.
= George Encil of the Chair Lift, used to be George Eisenschiml,
was down Monday morning wantépng some photographs of the hoys who
were killed in the War for the Memorial Hut. one of *wupe Edwards
was what be really came for, but then wants some others too. and
he saw a Ski ‘Jumper that Pete was modeling last winter and wants
it for a trophy, and would even like three trophies. don't know

if Pete can do them,g; riot but he may have a try.hewon U
- g CUEV TN e n.i;fr-.-'-'."( i

Don't know if it will be nice for the weekend or not but
we had thought we might go up to Pow “ake for the day to-morrow
and see what the situation is like and if there wuld be enough
room for us next week if_we up or if there are too many work
men around ,":I';;u.i At WD A oW s aldin o, -

Saw Dr MacKenzie this afternoon and he stopped right in the
middle of the main stret to say that he might be going to Soston
this fall. I think Russ gave Pat too good a time last year ! It
seems that they have had some :(touble with a certain kind of
operation, a sort of repair job he called it, and Pat met Dick
Chute last fall who they have been writing to and if there is a
chance of seeing some similar operations performed Dr Machenzie
would like to go and watch another doctor do it. Dick Chute I used
to know at dances In Boston. seems funny doesn't it. He is an
awfully nice fellow too. I think was a year ahead of Russ at Harmard.
If he does go I will let vou all know, for though Dr MacKenzie
isn't as handsome and dashing as Pat, we think an awful lot of him.
He 1s a little short fellow. younger than we are, about Cobs size.
I think Edith and Bob would like himg ¢specially.

This has grown into quite a letter but I have written it
in between things. If I could only get down to it would really
answer some of yours. The Catalogue of Canadian paintings came
and I can imagine some of them. They are with two exceptions all
Montreal and ®eronbol artists as if there were no others painting
in Canaca! Some have only been in Candda 10 years or 20 at the most
and how can they be calked Canadlians when they started out and even
taught in Russia and Germany. Pete gets quite cross on the subject
sometimes, But more ofthat later.

Ioads of love.
e E_:il(l.'\x._x.h._l.." x

tS I thought it was guarter to tenm but it is only pine so will
type a bit more. Went to a tea yesterday at Doris Blows. have never
been to her house before but she is a great friend of Edmees and
had her. Mrs fainter and Aunt Julia to tea. aunt Julia is Col.
Moores sister, you pemember when you were here one India:n Days
and said "who is that extreadinary looking womsn 7 " well its
Aunt Julia, I was first there and then she walked ih, 1s the kind
to make an”entrance. It was rather hot and I had on a fery summery
dress. Aunt Julia was in black, hat and all with a brilliant green
short coat over her shoulders, So Doris sald " can I take your
coat and put it in my spare bedroom { &8 the house is too small
to have more than one or two bedrooms at the most for the family
of four. There is a comoflaged bed in the living room)




Aunt Julia answered " Oh., no. my dear, it would spoil the affect"
andthen added. " the spot of color you know " She kept it on until
after the others had seen it I think, but had to throw it aside it
was too hot. My she 1s funny. Talked at first about being so unused
to being fat, " why " she said " I used to be so thin all my like

I had to stuff cotton padding around my waist so my hips wouldn't
seem too large." Never heard of anyone trying to make thett tummy
larger !

4 Pete had gone to see someone at the hospital and wanted to tell

| the Moores about 1t so we ran in there a minute not realizing that

| they were entertaining Bar Association friends. lurned out to be
the Hewards of Montreal and his father was Secretary to =ir Willlam
Van Horne years ago, or an assistant. which was interesting. ©he
came from San Francisco and most attractive. Pearl tried to tell me
who she was, I think one of the Gibson girls or something related
to them, will find out later. As we were golng we gave them a 1lift
to the hotel, taking them around by our house first. Hés sister was
an artist who died two yvears ago. Prudence deward, .and she has a
painting illustrated in the Catalogue you sent,(not one I would like
much,of & flowers on a talee. at least I eypect they are flowers
in tﬂe vase ! He spoke of Takakaw falls being a Japanese name, and
it was Sir William who evidently named it because of hls interest
in things Japanese. Takakaw Falls are in Yoho Fark where the Moores

_ used to run the camp.

Must stop this time am getting a stiff neck .

Loads of love,

CaiAN . oo
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Banff,Alberta.,
“unday,Sept 4,1349,

Dearest Mother,

We are in the middle of the Labor day weekend and
a more miserable day for people I can't imagine,unless it was snow
or cold. It was lovely yesterday morning and then got overcast and
by supper time was raining and rained all night and most all day to
day. The moisture will be good for the woods but i€ is poor for
visitors, especlally the ones who must be camping out. We don't
mind for it is nice with a fire going in the fireplace and we have
more than enough to do in the house. I hoped to answer a lot of
letters but so far have dont¢ one and a half so this evening hought
I would write you and if no one comes in answer some of yours.

It was late when we got up this morning and then
this afternoon the Nick Morants came in about tea time and we ai
always seem to have so much to tell each other about one thing or
another and then they go with still things we have forgetten to ask
them. Then a late supper and it is nearly eight. Boesn't promise
any better weather to-morrow but Tuesday should be sunny, so they
SAY .

Uidn't do much yesterday either, except the cleaning
and the errands and spoke to a number of people, As we were finishing
the dishes Jonnie appeared with a white cloth tied around his head
and two piecex on his feet. He was supposed to be Hobinson Cruso
and then he changed a bit and was someone else. Said " its surprising
to see what one can do with just a few pieces of ctoth." He has
the greatest imagination, used one piece for a beard and was Santa
Clausg. a red 1id to a box and was a Red cap. One thing after another.
Wants to go on the stage now. We took him up to see Sam with his
" bag of tricks " as he called a paper bag with the eloth inside but
he wasn't as funny up there, perhaps a little too selfconsious.
cam is feeling much better and out in his car already.

Later as we were almost ready to eat and early supper
Mary (Maclonald)and Gordon Bell-Irving came down with Mrs Mac's soup
tureen for us to store. its a big silver ong Shey used for glowers
or fruit in the center of their living roon®;Mary is very good Hut
1t is hard for her to know what to do, She thinks now she mav keep
the Quarter section with the little cabln where Mrs Mac died but
will sell the house in Banff. It needs a lot of mpkeep and has been
broken into a couple of times being off by ihself.They couldn't stay
long having to get back to the ranch. day be iIn again.

Now for your letters. Nice to hear from Dorothy Brown
again, I must write her soon, haven't except at Christmas for ages.

Did I tell you that one of the tourists we met at
Moraine sent us $25,.00 for the Ilndians, Wasn't that nice. We would!
n't have helped this year except for two of the oldest Indians who
Pete is afraid mgydot live much longer, but next year we plan to
be away beforehand so we Just can't help and then they will have ¥
to find someocne else,




I can't quite remember the four Hapanese books you spoke of

bound in blue and of flowers, but L think it would be nice to

send , tﬂ Eileen Morse. After all John E. 1s the only woe of his
generation with the Morse name to carry on &nd they should have
more of Grandpa's things, don't you think: One thing you can
always do is "Lend " to a Museum for I believe hat then if any

of the family want them back at any time because perhaps the
museum isn't showing them, they can get them. But if they are given,
then they belong to the Huseum for keeps. Also I think it is just
as well to see which of the great grandchildren show the most
interest in such things, otherwise they soon are discarded. I am
so glad that you sent them the lovely bronze lamp. Just tell me
the things you are thinking of giving away and I should be able to
remember them encugh to tell whether I would like any or not.

About the children's books, there are quite a few that I would
like sometime for the Illustrations, especially the French ones,
De Monvel I think was the illustrator. and then there are others.
If you could maybe get someone to write down the title and illustrator
then I could say"yes"or™no " guite gquickly. They may have a child- *
ren's section to the library here if they ever get it started, they
are still working on it. and some might be good for that. I don't
suppose that Rusty or Gale are very 1ntarestr-‘d in our children's
books ang more than we were in the ones you had, but I know the kids
here would love them for they keep coming to borrow the ones L had
as a child. I think they would like the old 5t Nickolas magazines
too if you ‘zot someone to ship them out freight. The Mather pirls
loved "Six Girls " which was one of your old books. and also the
Alcott ones. and Jonny is a great reader tool lts the yourpest kids
that are just learning to read and haven't too much homework. The
evenings are long here in wibter too. Maybe George could do them up
in a wooden box, that is any you want to send. First wrap each in
newspaper and then pack them in a wooden box is a good way. There
isn't any duty on old books. or new ones either when you send them.

Your letter of August 3lst. came to-day and 1 certainly would-
n't worry about Mrs Huppertz. I thinl you were good to have her for
as long as you did, times are not what they used to he and without
axepek Mary being there it really is much too hard on just Jean and
I think the resposibllity of a person with Heart treocuble is a bit
hard. It isn't as if she hadn't other places te visit or as if you
had urged her to come. Yon't you worry a bit and I don't think you
were selfish at all not to ask her to stay longer. Naturally peonle
love to visit you for you do everythimg for thefr comfort etec. You
could have ahouseful all the time of you wanted to !

Yes. it is much nicer without so many trees. The real trouble
has been that the former superintentend was sort of hipped on the
subject. Some people in the town had cut out trees without think-
ing and in a town they don't grow back again bery easily. The ones
we have were here before us but as we plant grass they grow more.
When the trees turn will try and take the pictures for you.

I défi't know that ¥r Benson was so old or that he Bo longer
paints, but if George and Tibby do go near Concord I will try to
have them see you. The sister Evelyn will call I th;rk some Sunday

afternoon. They are all such nice people and its fun for you to meet
friends from out here.




I will write Edith when I find out &he name and address of
the girl from Calgary, and if Edith thinks it would be nice you
might ineclude her in Thanksgiving or something. Anyway I will wait
until Dr Riley lets me know,

Pete thinks perhaps you never went to Moraine as the road in
is very scarry, narrow and drops off on ene side all the way with
no guard rail, Somepeople get in and are afraid to drive theit
cars out and the bhoy at the camp has sometimes done it for them
and hitchhiked back down again. It is lovely with ten high peaks
on one side.

Don't they make weeaths for decoration day any more. That was
such a lovely custom.

I will find out more about sending books fmxsksrk for the
library. They aren't ready yet for them as the shelves won't be
built until fall.

Gee. I forgot that Jaffrey wasn't in the White “ts. Youspoke
of not liking the mountains and those were the only ones I thought
of . lts really just country isr't it2 or one Mountaing

I think the pictures of your garden lovely. hope mine of the
house come out as well,

It was fun hearing about &'decy PakerbBBarr and bay. Wonder
what they will do, Shall be anxiocus to hear. Theee 1t another
perscn 1 should write to, even Just a note.

Couldn't you use an old design over again with different
colors?l wish I were more help.This is in connection with the
needlepoint. I guess my letter sounds as disjointed as yours
when answering questions. Pete was amused to-day when I read
yours out loud. first you spoke of a new Ford car and then would
send the recipe for rice pudding, all in one breath.

Am so glad that Cousin Bert and Alamm had such a nice trip to
Portland and how nice of ¥lorence to ask them there.

I'd forgotten that you woote a journal letter from Europe in
1924, Would love to read it and have it sometime. Think vou sent
me the postecards though, but you will have the photographs.

It is now Yonday and turned out to be a beamtiful day, am so
glad. There may have been a frost for our thermometer on one side
of the house read 32 this morning. It is so fresh after the rain.
The tweon must have been full for two cars spent the night on the
river bank in front of our house. Bet it was chilly sleeping in them.
The one right in front of the house, the people kept slamming the
door every hour or so. I expect the got cold or cramped and maybe
opened the door to get out which we couldn't hear but did wake up
each time they slammed it shut. There was a dance starting at mid-
night for lots of horns blowing and noise through the night.Pete
had trouble with his nose this morning so is sleeping a bit now. It
seems to come every ten days or two weeks and we can't figure any
thing that causes it, except perhaps the stuff backs up in his sinuses
until it reaches a certain point and then starts draining down his
throat.




Better get on with those more difficult letters now.

Loads of love,

Collonunne




Hanff,Alberta.
Fri.Sept.9,1849,

Dearest Mother,

HaweN't written you for several days so will send
you a gquick Air Mail to tell you that everything is under control
and I just haven't had time to write.

Its been lovely weather too but Pete was under the
weather again and this time as Dr MacKenzle was in Balgary and Pat
Costigan was taking a day off #o celebrate the birth of a son (do
tell Russ that Pat'h son was born the 6th and a fine big boy too)
&5 asked for Dr Atkin and he came down right away. I think that
was Wednesday noon and he seemed to understand Pete's condition
best of all so I just hope he can get him in shape again. First
thing he suggested was horseback riding as the best way to take
exercize eadily. I wish now that we had gotten him last fall or
that Mom had gotten him this spring but if he can help now we will
be very glad. Pete feels much better to-day and Sam just came in
so I will ask him to mail this.

Uot a letter from Dr Riley and the girl who is in
Boston is Dr Cay Haney, Boston Hospital, South Dep't. 745 Mass.Ave
Boston. He wrote " She does find things a little more resefved
and proper than out here in our uncivilized lard." I will try to
write Edith about her for it wouldn't be far from Brookline, If I
remember correctly the girl had a very unhappy childhood, the &ather
& mother were divorced I think and Dr Biley tried to help the girl
and has seen her through Medical School. At least I think she is a
doctor or going to Be one. maybe she is working on it in Boston.

Also have recelved the Churchill book, "Painting as
a Pastime " and would you like two did you say ? They were bent in
transit but think they will press out allright.
Will send this along and write more later.

loads of love from us both.




Banff,Alberta.
Sun.Sept.11,1849,

Dearest Mother,

We seem to have arrived in the middle of winter!
Last week 1t was warm and sunny every day, clear blue sky and a
hot sun and we dldn't need any fire in the house, just one in the
fireplace at night perhaps. Then on Friday when it was 81 in
Calgary and I guess 75 here, the radioc said"storm warnings # cold
wind from the north to reach Calgary at Midnight and probably snow."
This sounded & bit queer but in the afternocon still with a west
wind it got overcast and by evening the wind had changed and it was
pretty black over Minnemanka, bwf midnight there was a strang north
wind and rain, then sleet and about 6 or 7 in the morning it was
snowing hard. For a short time it came down thick and wet and load-
ed the branches with heavy wet snow, later it let up and only snowed
lightly off and on all day yesterday, but there must be six inches
of snow on the front lawn and the poor shrubs are all bent over
as they still have green leaves. Mrs MacLeod has a lovely willow
in her yard, very symetrical and yesterday afternoon I noticed that
it was like an umbrella turned inside out. the branches all bent
over to the ground. Several of the Balm of Gilead branches here have
snapped off with the weight of snow and some trees have broken, the
1ittle ones ate bent over and touching the ground. I tried to shake
the heavy snow off but it seemed to be frozen on and it doesn't look
as 1f the trees would ever straighten up again. It was about 28 last
night and I gmess it finished the gardens allright. The few flowers
I could see at the Post Uffice garden looked very miserable sticking
a bit of orange glower above the snow.

This morning it is trying to clear and the snow
falling off the trees in great globs, but it is still awfully
pretty out. We had a wire from Tom Link last evening saying that
he would be golng through on the train and could come on the
morning train if 0.K. with us and then leave this afternoon. But
Pete didn't feel like a whole day with anyone so we wired that we
couldn't see him until late afternoon. Pete is feeling better but
not well enough for that,

Dr Atkin is awfully good. comes down each morning
and has a cup of coffee as we are finishing breakfast, He is a
real country doctor and very wise. Has given us all sorts of tonic
things for Pete to take to build himself up and I believe if Pete
can only stick to it he will be ever so much better. #e has gotten
so overweight anu doesn't feel up to much and Dr Atkin wants to get
his welght down and is sure then he will feel ever so much bettier.

Yesterday Mrs Simpson arrived about 11 A.¥. to stay
as long as we needed her. Mary and Jimmy had beenlin when FPete was
feeling sick and I guess told their mother and Mrk Simpson said "

I am going down and help Catharine in case she needs me." It was
good of her as they are awfully busy at Eow Lake, She talked to

Fete and they washed the dishes to-gether while I went over town and
did the shopping which was nice.




I have gottd4n a bit behind on the letter writing so won't
write more now, Will start anwsering your questions in old letters
soon. My trouble i$ that I put your letters down after reading them
without using any system and then of course they pile up and aren't
answered properly.

Don't say anything about Pete having been sick when you write
as he hates to have people know he has been under the weather and
likes me to read your letters when they come. It is much the same
as he had before but I really think that Dr Atkin understands better
for he has known the family and been theitr doctor for so many years
from the time they were all kids. He was also Fete's father's
friend and Doctor and he has time to sit down and talk,which the
vounger doctors just can't take time to do.

Am sending a couple of clippings that might interest you

Loads of love,
L CRhewig ;,
75, WL m&% A M »o

Yo W
St Soutes dyadics,




Banff,Alberta.
Sun.Sept.11,12342.

Dearest Mother,

Wrote you a letter to mail to-day but as we are
sitting listening to the radic thought I would try to catech up
anseering some of your recent letters, even if I don 't get far.

Io—day turned out busier than we expected. We had
a late breakfast as we both slept until nine. 104 hours. We lost
a lot of sleep earlier this week so I guess are making it up. Then
as we were finishing breakfast Dr Atklin came and stayed nearly an
hour., He iz retired but likes to call on patients that are old
friends and we talked of all sorts of things.He isn't coming until
Tuesday, he seems to have taken a great interest in building Pete
up so I hope this time we are on the right track. After he left
it was getting near lunch time, wonder if that was when I wrote you
anfiyway we had lunch about one. The snow was falling off the trees
and everything wet and dripping so we couldn't do much outside.
We were Just in the midst of eatinmg when a car drove up and a man
rushed to the back door. He secmed to know me but I couldn't guite
remember him but he was very anxious to say hello to Pete. It was
Tom Jagtanaugh , a Norwegian by birth who had worked for Fete's
father in the store before Fete was born and for a few years after.
Then had gone farming and has a family near Edmonton. Wetaskwin
is the place. He said he had had lunch but to go on eating which
we did and he was here about an hour. Much interested to find that
we had been in Norway, in fact he really enjoyed his visit. While
he was here Mom came in to see if we felt like seeding Pete's Aunt
Iizzie who was to come and see her this afternoon. Pete said he
didn't mind if she came down for just a short time.

I had a few things soaking to minge out and was just
hanging those up when Edmee and Lorna Wellaman Uliver drove in, and
they made quite a call which we enjoyed for it is a long time sinee
we have seen Lorna and she had never been here before. By the time
they had left and we had sat quietly for a bit it was ti.me to go to
the station to see Tom Link go through. ‘he traimn was late and we
were there nearly half and hour but saw him for the short time the
train was in. 5o we never did see Aunt Lizzie,shich was just as well.
for too many people are a bit tiring.

And now for a few letters. Am glad you got to Salem
to see the Agges for it means so much to them. One wonders Wow they
keep on as they do, and Miss Apnie's letters sound so young too, not
like an old ladies.

Phat was Interesting about EKatherine Mayor getting
married again, I never thought her first husband, Cook, zo very
exciting somehow and not one for that family. I hope she has a
happier time out of this marriape

That was very interesting about the Hiam girl getting

her pilots license, must send it to Mrs Rogers who was suc ? &
friend of Frances and will like to hear any news ¢f the children.




Thanks for the rice pudding recipb, haven't rtried it yet.

About the Campbells, who's letter I sent and who live on a
ranch. He came from Ottawa and was a mounted policeman here for
several years. Was in the car with two of the mountles who were
shot by the Doukabors years ago. you may remember the case. The
Doukabors shot and killed two of the Banff police and ¥ray and
another Mountie wwre in the back geat and hed to try and caich
the men. That was beforethe War. Then when his time in the Police
was up he worked his way to England and Joined the R.A.F.and went
all through the war. Married Eleanor overseas and then was sent
to Canddasa to an R.A.F.Training station and she came over, but a
year before the end of the War he was taken back to England and
put on Lancasters which he flew on bombing missions over Germang
until the War was over.

Its quite wonderful to think that Sam Manierre is planning to
go to Taos N.M. this monbb, I do hope he won't be disappointed.
and that all goes well with his recovery.

Was glad to hear that you got an acfomodator, I had thought
the N¥rwegian was going to stay but guess she didm't last ver;
long. uhy not keep the accomodator until you can get a pers who
will, st. lwe { t‘ is expensive, it is worth it.% wwm

é:ﬁhs funny our season is so late here. The first day of Sept.
we had for dinner. Fresh Salmon, fresh peas and Blueberry muffins
it was more like a 4th of July dinner. We got ou¥ last fresh peas
vesterday . Sept 10th. and to-night on the radio they warn that in
Calgary it will get as low as 20, so may here.

Did I thank you for sending the Canadian Catalogue of Faintings
I don't wonder that there weren't many you liked.

That was awfully interesting about Mrs Chambers running into
Hiss Morse of the Art Museum school in the apartment next her
friend, If you do go to see her do remember both Pete and I to her.
We didn't reallize she was still alive somehow. Funny how things
happen like that.

Nice that Madge can have a house built Bar guickly, Frances &
Gil will soon be moving in and how nice it will be for you to have
them close by.

If I can only remember I have a suggestion to send you for a
design for f needlepoint. It is a full page colored picture of
tulips in the new lssue of Better Homes and Gardens and I think
if you made a similar design it might be very effective, It is
just an idea but you could use pictures of tulips and then combine
them in an overall pattern.

I was sorry to hear that Mrs Eckfeldt died, that is unless she
was too old to enjoy life much more. I always mean't to send her
a Christmas card but would forget to put her name on the list.

Did you ever find out what the strange leaks were in the down
stalrs ceilings in late July ? I wondered if it had anything to
do with the insulation, for sometimes the warm moist air works
through and condenses, but that usually is in the roof not the
first floor.




About my watch you had fixed. Better keep it in Yoncord until
our next visit east, though I can't say when that might be.

The book you mentioned about Japan " Popecorn &n the Ginza 0
by Lucy H.Crockett sounds very good. Haven t seen it here at all
if you want to send it sometime we would l6ve to have it.

I have no idea how old Mrs Mac was when'she died, she always
seemed young but I imagline was in her fifties anyway. Was married
during the first war %o maybe was even G0. loo bad about Sted's
Ol d¥ing and it will be hard for Sted to find a person to take
his place in the garden. Yor now-a-days there are not many who
know much about gardening in that way, unless he gets someone
fron the 0ld “ountry.

Tuesday It is evening and will just finish this before we
turn in. We both slept 12 hours ©Sunday night but this morning woke
before 8 after only 10 hours sleep so guess we have caught up on
that. Ur Atkin came this morning and checked Pete over, wants him
to do certaln things, like taking a bit of exercise, he now suggests
sawing wood, which I don't think appeals to Pete much, However we
did take a bit of a strall along the river bank 3pst¢rday and this
afternoon cleanéd up the fallen branches about the yard.found a
dead cat too and covered it up with grass till we can dig & hole,
Jjust hope we don't forget it amd trip over it some dark night !
Hrs Scott was out and told us that during the storm she and Mrg
Scott watched two robins eat all the pretty red berries off the
mountain ash, ¥ noticed them too under the trees , looking a 1ittle
lost in the déep snow. We still have large patches of snow in the
shadows and it is gquite wet yet. Have a lot of wood to pile so
may get that done to-morrow. The trees haven't turned yellow yet
and I do hope when they do we will feel like getting out sketching.
Pete is tryipg hard to do what Dr Atkin supgests and I hope he
will feel better for it, but to-day felt very let down.

Jacklie and Florence have gone off for another little trip, just
a few days over to the Windermere with Young Peter to drive thenm.
be wanted to get his things at the farm and that was thelir excuse
to go. But as theypffered to take Mario to Trail with them and
that is a two or three days trip we wonder how far they plan to go.
Everybne in town seems to wonder how Jackie can afford to travel
so much but we just try not to bbther our heads about it for it
really doesn't concern us now.

We are glad to have the farm matter cleared up, that is Cliff(s
farm. We didn't lose as mich as you thought and it is as if we
paid rent for him for a year or two while he was getting his health
back. Now we hope they will be able to take care of themselves.

He were so pleased to hear to—day that Tena is to go to the
Concord Academy, how very nice for all. Nice for Tena and how happy
Aunt Julie will be to have her there. I think it a wonderful thing
to do. Nice too for Tena to know John's relatives and all better.

That stuff you spoke of for dishes, We use Dreft and I like it
ever so mach. It is a powder but wahEE the dishes without a streak
nd %b?d for woglens too, so dun t bother about the other. W dou




I hardly have ime to tell you I am glad you have a cook at
last , when I get a letter from you saying she has already left!
Do hope you have better luck soon.

When I wrote about Mrs Mac bhaving " the Quarter Se ction " that
was a bit of land down mear Cochrane where she could keep her horses
all winter. She built a one room cabin on it and liked it so much
that she spent most of her time there and rented her house here in
the summer, Though# she had mentioned living in Banff this winter.
dary dc&sn{t know whether to sell the house here or not but wants
to keep the little ranch place.

How nice John Watkins is engaged but was very amused when he
wrote he was engaged to " Miss Jean W. Hyde " it dounded so formal.
Hope he walts until you have a cook before bringing her to Concord!
Wonder did Jim and Margaret get there yet.

Siri,Erling Strom's daughter goes to a school in Quebec just
north of where Stowe is in Vermont. I think it is a convent school
but I imagine cheaper than one in the states. She is a lovely girl.

Am glad you eemember Dr Hdachenzie, I had forgotten that you of
course met him the summer Pete bad h#s hand burn't so badly. If he
goes east his wife may go too and they will pick up a new car.

His father lives with them here in Ranff most of the time as he is
a retired farmer and her mother also lives with them .so when the
parentt are away the Grandparents look afte.the four children.

O0f course they might not get east at all, I don't know.

Pete is fixing the furpace and then bed. So all for now.

Loads of love,

C




Banff ,slberta,
Sat.Sept.17,1943,

Dearest Mother,

Usually after a good snow storm in September we have
a really fine spell of weather but this vear our storm came after
the week of fine days and all this week has been overcast or windy
and rather cold and not the kind of wexzther to want to be outside
in. The leaves are only turning gradually and yellow in just a few
places, so I epect it will be a while yet before the color is at
its best.

We haven't done a great deal this week, Lot all
interested Wednesday(when I wrote you the Air Mail ) about the
possibility of #Asta Hauge cooking for you this winter, but after
that your letter came saying that Kitty had gotten you someone so
perhags she will prove satisfactory, but if she isn't going to stay
all winter, Just remember that Asta will go and help you out.

Wednesday we also started thinking of going away for
a couple of weeks before winter sets in. Pete isn't very keen on
driving anywhere but he suddenly thought of Harrison Hot Srpings
wich is about 80 miles east of Vancouver. It is a ©pa, with hot
springs, a duiet spot on a lake with nice walks, and he thought

perhaps: with a pool to swim in and perhaps a gymn and walks for
exercise, it might be a good way to get back into trim. lhe trip
we took in June was too upsetting seeing doctors and dentist and
the family ,and we would know no one at Harrison. §o we started
lodking for folders of the place, we used to have one, but could
find none here or overtown or at the Banff ©prings which closed
that same day.So we wrote them and as yet haven't had time to hear.
fhen as 1 had a business trip to Calgary to make Pete thought he
would drive me down and we could get a folder there, ©So we made
plans to go down Thursday morning.

Set the alarm for six to get and early start but the
clouds were way dowr on the mountains when we woke and we waited fof
a bit before getting up, listened to a seven o'clock weather report
which said it would be overcast but no rain and so decided to chance
it. Left at 8.15 and were in Calgary by 10.45. 22 hours. lhe raod
1s so good now and its not a hard trip only steady driving, we took
turns which helped. Uid our few errands and were back here by 4.

Got the folder at the C.P.R.0ffice but aren't sure whether or not
we will go. Pete seems to be better and more anxious to do things
and we will see after Ipdian ~“ummer what we feel like for we would-
n't llke to miss the color here.

Friday the oil man was to look at Mom's furnace to
see if it can be converted to oil and we had him look at ours too.
ILiked the man so much and you can tell he knows his job , has put
several furnaces in this fall and we will have to wait 5 and 6 weeks
but we think it will save us lots of troultke. It is only recently
that we could get the right kind of o¢ll and before that we could get

good stoker coal i ! \ i mrd
it means carrying E%tagggsyg%dcgqltt%%ﬁBBE%,rjﬂht kind of coal and




With Mom ,she has to have Mario look after her furnace and he
sometimes forgets to go or wakes her up late at night or makes
a lot of dust or scmething else to complain of and this way it
should look after itself, and she can go and come as she likes.
T We also have had a couple of calls from George Encil ( Eisenschiml)
who has the Chair Lift up Mt. Norquay. He wanted f£remx some
photographs for the Memorial cabin and when he came to the house
saw a ski jumper Pete is modeling and wants it for a trophy, also
a downhill racer, so Pete has been seeing about that, ordered the
Plasticine in Calgary and got wire for the armature and the lumber
vard to make a base and Charlie Beil to come and look at the thirng
-to see if he can cast it.

cam was down this morning, so I didn't get my usual cleaning done
and then this afternoon we piled a load of fireplace wood and also
went to the train to see Janet Atkin Crosby away. Her husband Doug
Crosby has Just come back from a year as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford
Univ. and they just heard Tuesday that he could get a house so Janet
and the two kids, about 5 and & in age could go back with him for #
the second winter. lhey had just & full days to get ready which was
auite & rush but they made it allright!

Your letter came telling about Mrs Hupertze having the heart
attack, how lucky it was she wasn't with you at the time and 1
think you were quite right in not asking her to stay longer. Am
glad she is in a good place and Stephen has the respomsibility.

Too bad about Miss Publicover's brother's farm buring. I don't
wonder she suffered a slight sheok or nervous strain. A fire like
that would scare anyvone. I will send the two Churchill books as
soon as they are flattened out a bit. It was too bad but they were
badly crushed in coming though they were well done up too. gome
heavy weight must bhave e¢rushed them,

Jonny was here at noon and wants us to go on another Pic-a-nic
as they still talk about the one & years ago. He thinks maybe we
could go early Saturday morning and spend the night in a cabin.be
thought he could use six of his dollars and take Billy Mackenzie
with him for he said ™ Billy isn't as lueky as I am ,he doesn't get
feee trips on Allan's boats or the busses the way I do . "

~ bunday,¥We =zl slept late, breakfast at 10.30 and then I did
the vacuming upstairs I didn't get done yesterday. It is very
windy but 55 out and some sunshine so think we will go and see
if there is mail and send this off too. '

Loads of love,
(a.':b\;u WAAAL




Banff,21lberta.
Tues.Sept.20,1243.

Dearest Mother,

The color seems to start turning here early in
September and we always think it means an early fall and that it
will all turn soon, However it doesn't and still it is only very
yellow and goléen in spots, the rest still green. "e had a nice
white frost last night but it takes the hot warm days too to turn
it well.

csunday I think I wrote you, we had met dean ¥elly
up at the post office and she wanted to bring her mother down and
that afternoon seemed as good a time as any, so they said they
would be down at three. ‘*hey came soon after and sirs Miller never
missed a thing in the house. I think she was the most observant
person we ever had and she seemed to ¥now about everything, having
read somewhere about it. for instance she knew about Pol, the great
Hawaian food and having heen a nurse in the first great war in
southern France and Brittany she Knew about Quimper Ware and was
most Interested in the plates we had . Then when Pete mentioned
the Balinese chewing Betel nut, she remembered the Sengalese
soldiers who were in France chewed it, etec. She wasn't a person
who acted as if she knew everything but she was Just pddin interest-

ed. lhere 1s such a difference in people. ~he comes from Toronto
and when I showed her #r Phillips picture she said she had seen

his exhibition in ioronto. We showed them loks of sketchezs and gave
them tea and it was nearly siz when they finally left. We took a
guick run out the west road, the light was lovely a&and we saw the
color hadn'timoned much.

Just as we were finishing supper Big Jim and Mary
Simpson came in and had cantalope with us and then we talked the
rest of the evening. ‘hey had come down for cement and sugar and
want us to go up and see how well the buillding is coming along.
Young Jim is to be married in October to young Lorna Oliver.
We talked until nearly ten, so it was quite a day for us.

‘hen Monday Pete slept late and I started to wash
a few things out when Dr Atkin arrived, for he said he was going
to check up on Pete in a week and we had thought he would come
Tuesday, but he stayed and tlked a while and took Pete's blocd
pressure ete. Thinks he is doing allright and is coming again in
another week. Then we began to think after lunch that perhaps
Jack Louglas could help Mary in advise as to how to finapeethe
new building at Sow. so we spoke to Jack first, he is young and
fine to talk to, then got Mary and went with her to have another
chat with dJack 5ouglas. But it took most of the afternoon, #“ary
and Jim dropped in here about 4 o'clock and we gave them tea
which turned into a reguddr Smorgasborg, with cheese, smoked
salmon and smoked oysters ! They were to start back with their
cement and sugar, though Jimmy was afraid it mizht rain, it had
in the morning, but we were glad to see them go by at 5.30 and it
was clear all evening so they would arrive dry.




We decided to go up to Bow and see the work on Saturday
combining it with Sarolds p?e-a—nic, We have promised him one
for two years. ©o after the Simpsons left Jonny and Billy
Machenzie happened in and Harold right after so we asked how they
would like a picnic on S&turday if the weather is good . lhey were
all excited and we had to get out paper and a pencil so that
Harold could write down what we should take, including a frying
pan, hamburgers and rolls, onions, butter, cocoa not lemonade as
it is apt to be cold. a small cake ete. Each can invite one friend,
Jonny taking Billy, Harold thinks he will take & girl. Then Bavy
and Bubby can do the same and Barbara is ineited too. That will
make 11 of us and we will take the two cars.We really should have
taken them oftener for it seems to mean so much. We are to start
at 8 A.m. and go to the Bow summit, see the view from the Peyto
Lookout, then cook lunch at the camp ground and call in at the
Simpsons after ards It will be guite a day.

f\u J\Eaii AA
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Banff,Alberta.
Sat. cept.B24,1949,

Dearest Yother,

To-day was " Harold's Pic-a-nic to Bow Bake and
though it has been gquite a day, from 8 A.M. until 5.30 P.M, I
thought I had better tell you about it while fresh in our minds.

We have been promising Harold his pic-nic ever
since the one we took Jonny on three years ago and somehow have
never gotten around to it. lhe Simpson's have been anxious for us
to go up theee and see their new addition and we thought it a good
chance to combine the two. 2o last Monday or Tuesday when Harold
Jonny and Billy Macbenzie were over one afternoon we asked how they
would like to go this Saturday to the Bow Summit.Jonny was all for
an overnight pic-nic but we thought one day was enough respomsiblility
for us to assume. So it was decided that each one could ask one
friend,Jonny to takg Billy, Harold would invite Normay Scott, who
had missed the last pitec-nic to Field because she hadn't taken
fdarold seriously and thought he was fooling when he asked her to go.
Davy we thought might not want to go with the younger kids but he
decided he would ask Earl Fopter, then Bubby was to bring someone
if she went , but in the end she and Yvonne thought they would
rather go with the Teen agers on a hike to Sentinel Pass. We also
ineluded Barbara but she had to stay home for scome expected roomers
and to take care of the new dog, Penny. So in her place we asked
Patsy “achenzie ,sister of Billy's, and also in Harold'!'s class at
school,

There was great fifuring as to what to take to eat,
1

Harold making a list starting out " cocoa 1 tin Neilsons,Hamburger
31b. frying pans 2, H,buns.2 dozen, butter 1llb. sugar 1 1b.
potatoe chips ( these had to come from 41lan's at he boat house as
he considered them the best in town ) Ritz Crackers 1 pa, Cheese
l.,1b, small cake 1, cookies 2 doz, candy, paper phdtes, glasses

We suplie our own, 1 bag marshmellow, dry wood, matches,newspaper,
Leave at 8:00 on the dot from my house, Hareld's picnic.”

This 1ist took some time to figure out with many suggestions from
Jonny and Billy, and we added later a Watermellon and apples.

eince then there has been much talk of plans, We
thought yesterday as Bubby wasn't going we would ask Susan and Mdary
Lee Hather, asking Grace first if they could go. After school we
came home to find girls byeyecles inthe yard and first Susan came
to say she could come , and then ®ary Lee with her great friend
Lona Becker dropped in and Yete felt so sorry not to be able to
take Lona too that he said she better come and we could squeeze her
in somehow. We were to take the two cars. six in each, though it
made the Jeep which Pete drove a trifle crowded,




We managed to get everything pretty well ready last night with
the help of freguent calls from Harold , Davy and Jonny and many
guestions, especially on Jonn¥'s part.We had quite a time getting
him to go home to bed but he told us he had figured out a
"eontraption " to wake him up in the morning, a string tied to his
toe and from there to the back door so the milkman could pull it
when he came in the morning aat 7, and wake him up. Jonny is always
inventing something, has a terrific imagination for ideas.

This morning we were up at 6.30 and everything ready by guarter
to eilght, and about three minutes past the kids began to come, some
on foot some on bikes. Norma was a little late but we were all in
the cars and started by 8.15. It was the most perfect Indian Summer
day and beautiful morning you ever saw, and the trees are now at #H
thelr best and a wonderful godden yellow, no wind so that the
reflections were perfect, even when we got to Dow “ake about 10.30
there wasn't a ripple.We had told them all to dress warmly thinking
of the icy blasts that sometimes blow up there in mdd summer but
as soon as the sun got up it was very warm and they were runiping
about in bare feet most of the time. Luckily I took alone a cake of
soap and paper towels so if they weren't supposed to wade sany tell
tale dirt could be ¢cleaned off.

It was a little hard to decide who should go in which car, but
we promised to change over paseengers at lake Louise Station where
we stopped a few minutes. 1t wasn' t a too successful stop,for Earl
leaned his fishing rod against the mud guard and then got in the Jeep
#hen we left there and I drove off never noticing it as it was on %
the other side from me. and it hadn't been found when we telephoned
from Bow Lake.

#e went straight up to the Bow Summit and walked up e the Peyto
Lockout which was lovely this mobning. 1he kids all seem to notice
the beauty which I think rather unusual, for they remarked on the
color in the trees when it was particularly pretty and they all did
a good deal of Ohing at the view, Patsy began picking up rocks which
she was sure were very old and Jonny brought hjm a very sticky bit
of balsam as he wants to start a sregap book of such things. He also
thinks out next picnic should be a " Science Pic-a-nic " By the time
we had walked up there and back the kids including ourselves were
very hungry and we went back to a really lovely spot wher &? v have
a new pinic shelter overlooking the valley and Bow thkef“gt :5%‘“'
warm and sunny and we got the fire going In the iron stove and as
we bring boiling water in a big thermos, it didn't take long to
get hot for cocoa, they all mixed their own in cups, wth sugar and
canned milk added. Susan was very helpful making the hamburger in
flat patties by making little balls first and then smashing them
down and we had onions for those who liked them too., The girls
buttered the rolls and everyone did much helping and eating. &t
first we hadn't coudted on so many or we might have brought another
dozen rolls and another pound of meat, but I think they all ate as
much as was good for them for they all complained of being too full
afterwards.

The girls roasted marshmallows, with only one, Patsy , getting
a finger burned when a hot one vfell on it, but otherwise there were
no more casulties except a lost glove of Davy's which may be flound
yet,




There is a wonderful spring up there with a 1little stream
running from it and of course as soon as they had eaten they were
in it making a dam and having a wonderful time wading and rumnning
about. Without a doubt they were the best group of &ids and all
ages from 8 to 13, Even in the cars they were good though at times
they got a bit rambunctious and started fooling or teasing, but on
the whole they were just fine and no trouble at all. We think it
3t fun for they all call us " Pete and Catharine " thoughf the
little Scott girl we have never met before and Earlg and Lona's
parents usually call us Mr & Mrs, fut the Hids are perfectly natural
about it and seem to include us in the fun.

About two we went down to the Simpson's, Davy and Earl running
part way down the read as they are practising for the track meet.
Big stuff. Mrs Simpson and Mary sald they couldn't believe their
eyes when they saw ten &ids piling out of the Jeep and Ford. and
they seemed glad to see us. The kids all made for the stream and
lake shore for more wading and fun, Marold going round striped to
the waist and barefooted. It gave us'a chance to look at the new
building which is going to be wonderful, a large dining room and
kitchen with a really lovely big fireplace that Big Jim has built,
and upstairs, which we didn t see, will have ten bedrooms, some with
bath, and the top floor 8 rooms. The carpenters are now putting in
the dormers and Mary hopes if the weather holds to have the roof
shingled by the end of next week. They seem to have a good gang of
workmen.,

Later they made tea for us and Bactch scones irs Stewart made
especially . a large plate of cookles for the kids, out left over
cake and a whole case of Coca cola. The kids came up from the water
some still barefooted but all very polite.though full of beans.

Most of the girls skate with Mrs Simppong and she has offered them

a prize for the best letter they write to her about their picnic.
They were very Interested in all the pictures etc., Jonny coming over
to get me to see " the Trophies " which were Mary's and Margarets
skating prisges on a shelf. #1i1 iIn all we had a wonderful time and
were only sorry that Big Jim wasn't there to see them,

And then about three we started back, getting here about 5.30.
It was quite a long way to go but mbst of them had never been there
before and 1t mean't a lot. The thing that amused them all the most
was when a tourlist asked Fete on the trall to P&yto Lookout if the
long tridimg trailing black moss on the spruce trees was " steel
wool " P Now they are wondering where we will go on Davy's pienic.
The same tourist asked Fete if t1ev were all his chllureﬂ'
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Banff,slberta.
Wed,cept.28,1943,

Dearest Mother,

We have had a whole week of wonderful weather and
when it is like that I Jjust can't stay Iindoors to do anything at
this time of year, for anytlme now we can get a nice cold spell.
1t is real Indian Summer and I was hotter to-day than any day this
year. In the sun that is,

fo get the record or seguence of events straight L
will have toc go back a whole week. Last Monday the 1%th. it had
rained in the night, the last we have had. Ihat was the day Big
Jim ~impson was down and Mary and we spent some time speaking to
the bank manager for advise as to the best way for them to finance
the new building, then went back with Mary and later she and Jim
had high tea with us before starting back for Bow Lake.

Tuesday,was clear but Bery windy, we were anxious
to see how the color was coming in the aspens and in the morning
went up to Norguay, kst time this summer and saw the new improvagats
George Encil has made to the place,but didn't go upin the lift. In
the afternoon went optto Minnewanka and walked up the Cascade River
about a half mile, it was in the shadow and felt like a cold Nov.
chilly day. Alsco watched the men hauling up one of 2llans boats that
run on the lake.

Wednesday was warmer but too many clouds, in the
merning we did errands and got some weeding and shower presents for
brides and Pete went up to get Sam to fix a base for another ski
figure he wants to do in plasticine for a downhill trophy., Ehen
in the afternoon I weeded the Clower beds under the windows for the
first and last time all summer, and we also pulled over a balm-of-
gilead tree that was brokkn half way up. +hen Pete said " lets go
down and see the hats at the traln " s0 we Just drove down and were
8 bit disappointed not to see much in the way of funny ones but I
did notice someone with a very gay outfit on, a plaid coat and &m to
match, they were further down the platform. Then we came home and as
it was lovely and mild out I told fete I was Just going to try some
steel wool on our new fence which turned green in spots. So down I
went with an armful of different sizes of steel wool, and as I got
to the gate someone called ™ Catharine " in a loud voice and I looked
and wondered who it would be coming along the road with another girl,
Jt was into the sun I was looking and I tried to make it into all
sorts of Banff people,and of course who should it be but Jean and
Mrs Lindsay.

They had gotten off the train we had been down to see,
and later I discovered that Jean was the one in the plaid outfit.They
asked the bus driver if we were iIn town and he sald he had just seen
us at the station and I was eating an apple ! Well they came in and
we had a nice chat and then went over later and had supper with them
at the King Biward. brought them around here for a few minuted after
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but as Mrs Lindsay hasn't been well. Super tension, she has to go
to bed early, about 8,30is best so they went back ear¥y. I thought
she looked well and Jean is just the same. 1 haven t seen her for
ages. Next morning drs Lindsay came around about ten o'clock and
Yean had been far a two hours walk up by the Alpine Club etec and
came here too. We then dropped them for a cdal on Mrs Greenham of
the Mountain school whene Jean had been one of the first pupils.
and then met about 12 and drove them up to Norguay where we had

a fried chicken dinner. rather a pood one. *he day wmas perfect and
it really was lovely up there.

Then Jean was rather keen on tryinmg the Chair Lift and so
I said without much thémght that I would go with her. Well it was
much more scary thabh I thought it would be, and in the beginning
when we went over the places where the cable is attached to the
pylons, I thought my lunch might come up. tut it didn't and 1 just
hung on and tried not to think what it felt like. The view of
course was wonderful. But you sit on a rather slippery varnished
seat, which hangs by a bar from the evable. there is an iron bar
from the uptight around your right side and back but nothing on the
left side except the Bow Valley. in 8ront is another bar that
swings across as well as a foot rest, but whenever I touched the
har across the front it seemed to move back or away from me and
gave a very insecure feeling. It wasbetter coming dovm. I was almost
tempted to walk down but Lloyd Harmon was at the top taking plctures
and he said it wasn't bad if you didn't look down. I never was much
on roller coasters and ferris wheels, never wanting to go near them.

Coming down it was quite funny for there were a wnole bus Je
lodd of tourists on ¥helir way up, the first man was so scared that
he had his eyes shut tight and was all srewed up , hanging on for
dear life, but the Jothers were enjoying it and everyone made some
remark as we passed them on our way down, like "this is the Life "
or " gee this 15 swell." After that we drove the Lindsays with the
top down up tker the Cave and Basin , the Hot 8piings, the Hotel etc
then to the house for tea and they left for Calgary on the six o'clock
train. We heard from Mrs Lindsay later and they were met by old
friends of Irricana, spent that night in Calgary, toock an hour to
see about some furnisture in storage and then went to these same
friends for the night in “rricana and had a wonderful time. Mrs L.
was to leave Honday for dontreal where Tommy would meet her and €
drive her to Concord. Thelg& to stay with the Wards.

Wfter waving them off at the station we came home to supper
and were just having desert %hen George and Tibby Browne came in to
return a book, they stayed until nearly nine when George Enecil,
brought a Mr Weber and Harvey Clifford ( the Canadain Ulympic skier
who teaches skiing here and also has been cutting the new ski trails)
George wanted them to see the Ski Jumper he wants for a trophy and
also to talk about a design for a pin etc. They weee here until
nearly 11, and were we tired. ¥For it had been a steady day of talking
and on so many different subjects. The Lindsays and Brownes had seen
all the sketches and for the others I got out ski things.

Friday we didmn't feel very energetic. Pete sle-pt late and
I got a bateh of wabhing done. the sk was milky and poos lgght feor
pletures so we did other things. Spoke to Allan about the tenants
ete. I forgot the day the Lindsays were here we also had a Calgary
Stack broker try to call on us but were on #our way out so got rid
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of him easily, but the next day saw him just in time at #llan's
and waited until he left before seeing Allam. Ve asked Grace if
Susan and Mary Lee could go on the Pic-a-nic and she said"yes"
Later first Susan with a little friend we couldn 't ask as.thqre
wasn't room, came over. Susan didn't expect us to ask herfythit it
was too bad we couldn't. *hen Mary Lee came on her bike with Lona
Becker, and Pete felt so sorry not to incude her that he sddd &7
she could come we could sgueeze her in. We had mere calls from
Harold and Jonny, Jjust to check up on whether we had forgotten
anything or not and we had everything ready that night.

Saturday was the Big day of the pic-s&-nic and I have written
you all about that. Sunday we %hought we might be rather tired but
woke early and so went up the west road in the morning for pictures
not knowing how clong the color would last. It was lovely and we
took a number of pictures but soon there was so much traffic,all
SBunday drivers seeing and enjoying the color as we were, but it
made it hard stopping for pictures, so we came home, Pete spent most
of the afternocon cleaming the telephoto lens, while I helped a bit
with the tiny sceews and getting things he needed. lhen Mary Lee
came over for some book on Explorers and then Young “1iff and feter
called in. They were to leave the ngit day lor the coast to see
the family. Peter is through his summer Job with the warden Dep't.
and Young Cliff has quit Brewsters where he has been working. He
didn't feel he could do the work they were going to give him as he
is not heavy enough to drive the tractor all the time. So if they
find good Jobs at the coast they might stay, otherwise they know
they can get work here. We had guite a talk and suggested they go
by Invermere and be sure that 2ig Cliff's things have either been
stored in Invermere or sent to the coast. ©o0 they decided to go that
way. After they left w& if was too late to take more pictures but
we took a shortdrive anyway, it made us a little late for supper,
and we were just in the middle of it when Ted Brown and Harold Ring
called. Pete thought they might be here to borrow money but Hfold
wanted advise on where to take the best color pictures and for nearly
two hours Pete talked photography with them.

Monday was very milky, no blue sky showing at all, so we
gave up any idea of eketching or photographing, which was just as
well for we wouldn't have had much time. Dr Atkin came at ten to
check up on Pete ( his blood pressure had been slow but is back to
normal ) and before he came Hary and Young Jimmy Simpson had came,
as Jimmy was just in from a hunting trip apd @& Mary was to leave
that day for Omaha,h they wanted to see us topether before s$hey left.
They hope if the weather holds to get the roof of the new building
shingled by the end of next week. Again we spoke to Jack Douglas
and then saw Mary again and she and Jimmy went to the bank to-gether
in the afterncoon to have a takk with Jack. He is the young bank
President and very helpful to talk to as his advige 1s very sound.
We had the Stewarts here for & bit before they left with Mary. 4rs
Stewart is Mrs Simpson's B@ister,and she and Bill the husband come
cut each summer and are the greatest help.

Tueddgy was a lovely day again, and we thought we would
take more pictures and try out the big lens. In a way we should
have sketched I suppose but with so many things going on Pete
seemed more #nclined to photograph. We found there was too much




smoke in the air near Tunnel from clearping land up the Spray for
the new WaterPower development. but we did get a few shots botl
in the morning and afternoon. Again we didn t gpet our supper eaten
in peace and quidb. I guess we were a little latef for I was just
gerving it when we saw Mom trotting down and both of us thought
wonder what has happened now." She wouldn't eat though we urged
Aer to for she was too upset over Jackie who has been sick. She got
Dr Atkin to see him ( he has had all the other doctors one after the
other and won't really follow their agvise ) Dr Atkin found his
liver x®xry in vary bad shape and his heart not good etc. and wants
him to go to 'a place in Guelph Ontario for 3 to B8 months,for nerves
so Mom says. Anyway whe.was very worried and we tried to eat at the
same time. I;like a good Morse can always eat under any circumbttance§
but Fete Just plcks at his if people are here, so for the 3rd time
in a week we got interrupted. 'Then before we had finished Norman
Tabuteau called to show us how the camp he runs is golng, Mom soon
left and we talked to Norman about all sorts of things until nine.

iodday was nice too and tiis afternoon we took pictures eabs
of Banff and ended at the Shhool track meet at Canmore, Banff won
I think and we saw Harold win his relay race and some of the kids
who went on the plenic were the leading scorers. +t was so warm and
hot in the sun we finally left. D90 now we have had supper and it is
bedtime now I have written this. It says a c¢old wind to-morrow and
so I guess Indian Summer will soon be over. It is too lovely with
the trees so bright and lovely and the son so very warm and no wind.

Before I forget. How is your new cook getting on ? About Asta,
I don't know whether she would like to do general house work or not
pbut think she prefers to cook. What had you in mind? I may not have
explained very well about paying her for what she does. One would
give her what anyone else doing the same work would get but in cash,
not by check so that no one can make a fuss about her working in the
stateg. I guess you could call her a paying guest.?® ﬁuﬁ Fy1
el ﬂu\u,.m~

A for this time,Loads of love,

C‘&jh\m :




Banff,+lberta.
Eat.0ct.1,1943,

Dearest Mother,

nill write you a bit to-night, then if it 1s poor
weather to-morrow I can concentrate on the many letters I now owe,
otherwise 1 would be apt to start out writing you and never get to
the others.

Our Indian Pummer weather is over and the leaves
are falling fast but it is still mild though over cast and a bit
of rain now and then. The last really good day was Wednesday when
we went to the track meet between the Banff and Canmore schools in
Canmore. It was so hot too, the next day was a bit milky and no
good as far as light went. Can't remember now what we did, couldn't
have been veryexciting. festerday there was a shower for Larry
Vliver who young Jimmy bimps?n is to marry, and also it was a
showery afternoon, =0 I didn t mind going so much. Mrs rainter
gave it, she and Mrs Wellman were to have giver it to-gether and
then Mrs Wellman the grandmother died. jhere were lots there and
all ages and it was very nice. dom and I went to-gether and we
had sort of forgotten about it in the morning when Pete took the
Ford to Mr bBudd to put a new top on it. e we had to take Mom in
the Jeep. Pete took along a butter box for her to step out on,
and then we walked home at six. That is the only trouble with a
shower, you can't leave very well until it is all over and the
gifts all unwrapped.

We decided to put the new top on the Ford as it
still runs well and we get the benefit of it this winter. We can't
declide about a new car and with the Jeep too we hardly need one.
r Nudd the shoemaker who iz doing it was the man who used to do
all the tops and upholstering on the Drewster cars.We took it over
agaln first thing this morning and then Monday take it back at
8 AM.when he hopes to have it finished. He was interrupted too
much to-day to do it all.

Mary “acDondld was down Thursday afternoon to get
drs #ac's silver that she had left here. She 1s to sell the log
house in Banff and is busy looking over things, thought now that
she has someone to take care of the children she better do everyt
thing she can, We asked if she had anyone in mind to sell it to
and she hasn't , so we suggested #darmie Hess who wants a house in
Banff, Mary was very pleased for she would like to feel sgmeone
she knows and who knew her mother would have it. She didn 't like to
telephone =muarmie so we did,and she is coming up this weekend.

It may be that it will be too expensive for her but we hope that
it works, the lots across the little road are to be opened for
bullding which would make it seem too different to Mary. I just
hope it works out.




The lovely twiss Calenders came to-day and we would love
5 more of the large photographic one, THE ALPINE CALENDER .
We llike to give two to the Swiss Culdes and another for Nick
Morant. So thanks ever so much.

Dr #achenzie is really going east. drs Mactenzie too. They
think it will be after the 20th of October. I don't think either
of them have ever been east before. they will pick up a new car
in Oshawa,Ont. and drive to Montreal, then south to New York and
maybe to a doctors meeting or COnVEﬂtlDﬁ in Philadnlnh11 but
they aren't sure of that. They won't have much time for they have
the long drive back here toc. They are both very ﬂuq=ﬁal, she
plays the piano amd organ in church and he sings in the choir and
they have a wondefful collection of records I believe. So they
are anxious to go to a good musical show in New York. and there

might be one in Boston. I will write to Buss, but I wondered if
you could lend them some American money and then they will pay
me back in Canadian money when they ?et home Lney are each
allowed justilSQ.which doesn't g0 very far these days, and they
don't know when they will be down that way again.

It is so nice to think of Frances and Gill being near you,
At least Frances isn't apt to cry on your shoulder the way poor
ladge did and they can run in to see you. Oh I had d4n idea about
tqe things you have lent people. ﬁh; not leave in your Will, the
memorandum part,what you want done with things you have lent.
¥or instance you could say. "the Japanese Bureau which helonged
to my Father and which I lent to Frances and Yil Roddy in such and

such a year, to Jebh Morse if he wishes it." and incidently I
would love ta have the Franklin Stove that you lent to Mabel
Brown years ago, sometimel

By the way have you seen the &ermm ACORN Stove that is made
in Concord. I was looking at a picture of one inthe Architectural
Rorum and to my great surprise found they were made in Concord,
Mass. It is like a modern Airtight but with an open Frant. Guite
an ldea. The address is Box 88, and seems to me they are made by
Acorn Houses Inc. Wonder if that is Charlotte Hutchins “ufband's
company?

it is “unday morning and nice after all but rather damp
feeling, like a fall day in the east. We may go out later so I
will finish this.

Loads of 1uva -
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Banff,Alberta.
Tues . Oct.4,1342,

Dearest Hother,

Just a guick letter about Asta Hauge, She came
down this evening to see if we had heard anything from you as
she decided if you would like her for the winter ,she wonld
have liked to have gone and cooked for you. Now that you have
a cook, we were wondering if there was anyone else you know
who lives in the country who would like someone for the winter?

The idea of living iIn the country was the thing
that appealed to her and also a part of the states that she
hasn't visited, for she has spent wirters in California and
Arizona apnd the sonthwest.

She told us to-night that she was willing to
do general housework as well as cook but 1 think as she is such
a good cook she rather enjoys doing it in the winter for a change.
I wish 1 bad thought to ask her how mueh she was paid in the
other places she has been, and + don't know what people pay now
in Concord,

45 there anyone you know who would like to have
a really nice girl who is lots of fun, and likes animals, especialy
dogs and who lives in the country 7 If Frances and Gil needed
somecne to BRlp them this woadnter , Asta would be the very one.
Or two people like Mrs beyes and Aunt Grace, or the Bartletts,
or maybe Mrs Cochrane up the road.

She could come about the first of November and
stay until the end of April. Another idea would be for her to
go to you for a few days first and then she could go and see any
friends of yours who wanted some help. Let us know as soon as you
can what you think and if you have any ideas, also how much the
person you have in mind would pay. Have the Chases a eook: I
often think of poor Martha having to do the cooking so much of
the time. Everyone who knows Asta is very fond of her and she
seems to get on well with all. She has been working for the
Beckers (who have about 50 or 80 tourist cabins) for about ten
years and they think the world of her, she has charge of all the
girls in the upper camp, the ones who clean the cabins etc. Buite
a jﬂﬁ U..I.‘i, L!J(‘.rx.t\,m Woc, -..'._'\, To Sk Bbng B s W I TV CIAD "'-'Ilikf.'i
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1 am sending this Adr Mail as naturally Asta wants
to know if there is a chance of her gekkimg going to Concord for
otherwise she wuld want to make other plans. She remembers meeting
you out here, and would like best to be with you.

Will try to find out in the morning how much she
got last winter and let you know later in the day.

Loads of love,

I:.? ] Ii\|||; RN '._,'L.‘_J. ( )
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Dearest Mother,

Seems to me it is sometime since I have written,
with one thing or amother taking place there hasn't been much
time. Thursday was Jimmy Bimpson's wedding and I have been trying
to write a letter to Mary with a carbon copy for you, while it
was still fresh in my mind, but haven't finished it as yet.

Yot a nice long letter from you to-day about
Frances and Gil working around their place, what fun it is when
the shrubs and trees etec ate your own. I db think it is fun for
you to have them nearby.

Our oil tank is being put in, at least they started
last evening to dig the hole and a lad came this mo#ning to dip #
some more, but this is our thanksgiving weekend so they may not
get far, Monday being a holiday. They want to ret the tanks @m
buried before the frost goes very deep and then will do the
actual instalation later on. We had it 18’ above this morning and
there is snow from the other day on the sround vet. a cold wind.

Jackie was supposed to be going east to-day but
they haven't heard yet if there is room in the Sanatorium he
is going to. they are all packed and I should think they would
wire but they just wait to hear by letter. We cooked our turkey
yesterday so as to have it for the wh-ole weekend and because we
thought there wouldn't be time to-day with ¥om going off on the
train with Jackie and Florence. He is supposed to go for two
months or more and she will visit Lila for a week or two and be
near Jackie too.Now we don 't know when they will go and it sort
of keeps us on edge, foolishly perhaps, but we can settle down
better after they leave.

L have some lovely big cranberries from Wareham
Mass, Cape Cod ones. seems a long way fot #hem to come,.

Ihis isn't much of a letter fbut must go out again
to get the car which we hope wifll be finished to-day. the new top
that is. We also have been seeing about getting a back shed built
onto the store, back of the grocery. Sam will look after it for w
us which is nice, he still doesn't seem well after his operation.
Looks as if it tired him to stand much. I expect an operation 1like
that takes it out of one.

Will send this along and you will get a great long
one all about the wedding which was awfully nice.

Loads of love,

Cﬁm_




Banff,Alberta .
October 11,1249

Dearest Mother,
Your wire came yesterday morming and we went right

up to Beckers camp to see Asta, She was very pleased and excited
for she had hoped that you would want her to be with you this
winter. She has promised to stay with Uon Becker's children until
the end of October, not having heard soonef, but can leave here
the first of November. I didn't ask her how she would travel

but presume she will go by train, in whiech case she would reach
Lowell or Boston on the morning of the Fifth. I have an idea that
the cook you bave now isn't too wonderful and I really think you
will like Asta and her cooking, She makes wonderful Norwegian
dishes, like fish balls and all sorts of cookies etc. and she is
lots of fun, so there should be more laughter in the back of the
house. 1 guess when you spoke to Russ he thought you better send
for her to come.

We have had rather a busy time lately with all sorts
of odd things to think of. Seems to me though we try not to get
involved we do. "e have sort of been waiting for Jackie to gzo
east, Dr Atkin recommended a Sanatarium(or is it orium) in Guelph

Ontario, as he thinks if Jackie gets away for two or three months
in a place like that he might get his health back. They wrote

down but hadn't heard from the place, if we had been them we would
have written again as they may not have gotten the letter, but
they don't do things in a sensible way. They were all ready to go
caturday and now they are to go anyway to-day even if they haven't
heard. Mom is going east on the same train as she iz to visit

the Stockands in Owen Sound. Once they have gone we can settle
down better I think.

Some of the things we have been doing is to have
the 0il Heat put in to Mom's and our house, her tank is in and
the hole is bgeing dug for ours and they hope to get it in this
afternoon or to-morrow if the weather is mild enough. ‘hen there
1s one suite empty agaln and we have had to talk to Allan about
that, thenPete had an idea of improving the back shed behind the
grocery Dep't and we spent a good deal of time speaking to the
Gov't for permission, getting Sam to oversea the work and finding
out the cost of the material, but now we think it is too expensive
for a temporary structore for within{ the next vear or two we
will want to build on to the store buildings permanently.

"hat a morning we have had . Got up before 8 and the
lad came to dig, then I started to wash and Pete to work on the
design for a ski pin, I think a Mr Coultis came fierst wanting to
borrow some money for a cabin camp he has built and his partner w
wants him to buy him out, He was very nice but we told him we ¢
could do nothing in that line so he left. Then Dorothy McNeil




came to see if we would buy oil from her husband, then €he
Heating man came, Gotki and Pete showed, him the basement and
they had to figure where to put the o0il line ete. Then Dick
Pike arrived and took a long time to get around to £ive us a
cheque for some money he owed us and then wanted to see if we
were interested in lending him more, then while he was still
here the wo men who would like to build the shed at the store
came and by the time they left and we got ready for lunch
young Fete came along looking for work.

' / . - ;
Must send this when we gqﬁ fot the mail as we are through
lunch mnow.

Loads of love

Ce38 annie




Banff ,Alberta.
Wed ,Oct . 12,1249,

Dearest Mother,

Columbus Day ! My but your airmail came quick,It
was postmarked 6 P.M. Monday and we got it first thing this
morning, Wednesday. We were glad to hear what you were thinking
of doing about #ista and thought when we got your wire that some-
thing like that had happened. We haven't seen her to-day but after
the oll 1s connected to-morrow may be able to run up and see her.
Am not sure how she will go east but 1 expect by train as 1 do.

I probably haven't explained it all very clearly, but whan she
gets any money she spends it on parcels to send back home to her
family,., Her father is 80 now and she has a mother and sister all
living on the farm in Norway. She went back to see them that very
cold winter after the war, but she Is rather a wadderer and likes
to go to different places. She has been here every summer since
she started working for Beckers during the war but in the winter
she likes to go somel place she hasn't been before and work her
way. I do think you will like her as everyone here does, and all
animals love her from dogs to squirrels.

We have had a very busy time getting the 0il put
in, no one showed up on Monday which is our Thanksgiving, but
Tuesday morning at eight they came, finished digging the hole
for the 1000 gallon tank and then it took them a good part of the
afternoon to get it in. During this time with men going in and
out and young Peter shoveling out dirt that bad fallern in in the
unexcavaeted part of the basement, we had numerouns callers. I
told you about scme, a Mr Coultis, a very nice young man came
first, to see if we Would be interested in investing some. money in
his tourist camp at 6% interest, as his partner was trying to sell
out, We told him we couldn't do that, and luckily he had come right
to the point so didn't make a very long call, While he was here
Mario came with the mail and stayed to talk a bit about things.
We gave him some more turkey. Then Dick Pike came along. ¥e had
backed a note for $250. for him a couple of years ago because we
rather llked him and one of the Greek's here did the same and we
thought he wouldn't do it unless it was a good risk, the Greek
did the same and thought we should know and we both got fooled,
Except that the CGreek got his money paid back when Dick sold out
a 5kl tow he had sime money in, but by the time we heard about it
all that money was gone. However there is a very up and coming
bank manager in Banff now and we spoke to him of how Dick kept
putting off paying back the note, and he talked to Dick and told
him he would do much better if he kept his credit good, so we
got a cheque for half in the middle of the summer and another
cheque for the rest not long ago. We were very surprised and pix
pleased. True we didn't get the interest but yesterday he gave us
a cheque for that, and after & long call talking about every
thing under the sun even to the best soap to use to wash dishes,
he asked if we would like to lend him several thousand, a real
businesslike proporsition, However we don't want to lend any more




as there are other things we are anxious to do with the money.
While he was still here Dorothy Scott #cNeil came to see if we
would get our oil from her husband, and then after that ¥#& was
near noon and young Peter came over to see if Gotki wanted a
digger. Mr Gotki is the head man doing the instalation and Fete
spent a good hour talking to him too in the morming . We thought
we could use Peter to better advantage to do some of the jobs
that need doing, so got him to dig out he earth from the hasement
which we have been meaning to do for a long time but it means
hauling it upstairs and dumping it in a wheel barrow. He worked
hard all afternoon. We give them tea too.

We knew Mom and Jackie and Florence would be leaving on
the six o'clock train but couldn't find her ir, She came down
later in the afternoon with Jjam and a lemon, all she had left
over I guess. Then who should appear but Tom Simeon the Indian,
they had come up to cut teepee poles for next Indian Days and
were to get a grub stake and Norman Luxton was away and Lou,
his boother,thought Pete might know more about getting the food.
So off Pete went and spent an hour at least going to the various
stores to ge} the food and figuring it out and seeing Iou Luxton.
The men didn t leave untll nearly six and we just had time to
plek up a box of candy and reach the station as the train came in.

It worked just Tight for there was only time to say rﬂoﬁfhhﬂ“\
bye and see them aboard. Fete hadn t been up to see “ackie since

he was sick as everytime he does Jackie usually lights into Fete
about something, but Mom thinks he is slighting Jackie by not

going which dis always a touchy subject. Anyway we sald good-bye
very good naturedly on all sides and waved them off. Jackie didn't
look any too well, but had a light grey covercoat on, darndest
looking thing it was like some of the ads, and a cigarette holder
that Pete didn't notice but amused me. Anyway they got off. We
took Mrs Waterworth home and then came back for a late supper,
pork tenderloins cooked with kidneys , onions and tomatoes; Pete
cooked it and 1t was dellcious. We had just finished when a knock
on the door and Lou Luxton about the Indians, he couldn't stay a
minute as he was to take his ¥ife to the movies but he had never
been here before amd got so interested he stayed half an hour.

So you can see we had quite a day.

t:iﬁl n&h ‘Q.CN-{. 3




Banff ,Alberta .
Sun.Oet 15,1949,

Dearest Mother,

Seems to me I have neglected you lately and when
I have written I have forgotten to mail it. and also I haven't
told you all that has been going on. The o0il is in at last and
if it keeps golng it should be gquite wonderful. True the first
evening it went off as it wasn't adjusted quite right, but luckily
it was a warm night, but it wasn't until the next noon that the
man came as Pete couldn't find him though he went all over tewn
looking . They worked Tuesday digging the hole for the tank and
had a2 bit of difficulty getting it in and then all day Wednesday
and Thursday the bheee men were here changing the system over
from coal to oil and lhursday “Yecil Phillpot was also here doing
the electrpddl part. We had heat that night and all worked well
until sometime Friday evening it didn't come on. ihat was the
evening the Hackenzies came down to see us before leaving for
the east and I am afrald that we froze them out. That was also
the day of the blood donor's elinic and I thought that was the
reason I felt a little chilly. Hope they didn't catech cold!

Ur and Mrs Macenzie leave to-day on the train

and pick their car up near Toronto Wednesday or ‘hursday and

drive to Boston via Albany. L hope it was allright for me to
suggest to them that they telephone you say the evening before

they get to Concotd and then if convenieht for you, they might
be able to spend a night with you. They are going to call on
you for sure. It is a new car and so they won't be driving very
fast at first and can't tell how long it will take them to reach
Concord, but it might be Saturday at the earliest or Sunday.

Dr Mac¥enzle is very morh interested in historical things ard
seemed to know about the Wayside Inn, the Minute Man and Faul
Revere ete. If they do hit Concord at a good time maybe Cousin

Jane will be with you and could pilot them about the most interest-
ing places amd if not Frances might be good enough to do it or
Cousin Bert.(Had a card from Mrs Lindsay and she is visiting Len
near Lynn or Marblehaed but will telephone yvou the minute she
gets to Concord she says.) The MacKenzies said that their great-
est difficulty would be having enough time to see all the interesting
things. I have also given them Cob's address in Boston and Brookline
and Russell's too, for they might want to borrow a bit extra money
for their time in New York. Me wants to see some special coperation
there. and also take in a few shows. They know Asta well too.

We bhad a young Norweglian couple to see us last
Sunday afternoon, they had been out at Erlings for 3 weeks but it
was & friend In Seattle who asked them to look us up. She had been
to Vassar(and also to a summer session at Wellesley ) and knew
Hargie Watkins. They were a most attractive couple and interested
in the pictures. She came back dt breakfast time the ne xt morning
to see if she could buy a sketch they liked of mine, but we were

sure th couldn't pay that much with the exchapge the way it is, .
So @S wgythought 1tlw%u1d he"fun to gave unﬁ?n Ebrway we EDEEESﬁéﬂ




she send us something from Norway and she was very pleased and

went off with the pieture under her arm. It was about the only
one I didn 't mind letting go as 1 had another similar one.

I can't think of all we have been doing 'Lat: 1:.r but a lot
of running around seeing people about different things .as usual.

A young couple came lhursday noon to see if they coulﬁ rent the
vacant apartment at the sbore and as Allan was away duck snoctin?
we showed them over it and it looks as if they would take it. which
will be a great relief to us as they want it the year round. “‘hey
have a month's holiday so in the mematime think we will invite the

Grayson's up for a month as we did in the spring.

It is lunch time and then we hope to dig and move the
earth left after thefank was buried, quite a pile. Peter ( 61liff
boy ) has a job so didn't come dgain, however 1t iz good exercise
for us. as long as no one comes in and it doesn't storm.

Loads of love,

Codlarmint




Banff,#lberta.
Mon.®ct. 17,1940,

Dearest Mother,

"hat a day L Just to show how diffiecult it is to
plan anything much ahead in Banff. bast week I thought L would

wa1t until the men finished in the basement before starting to
clean a bit ready for winter, and also there might be dust when
the oil heatdf first went on, so this morning I had several
alternatives. Do a wash as two Bendix loads or more have piled up.
or clean the stugdio so it will be ready for use, or the end of
the big room where L like to paint, or maybe it would be better to
start on the kitchen as the floor has to be done and I should do
any cupboard cleaning d¢c before that. Well there was guite a choice,

Yesterday was Sunday and we pddnned to dig some

of the dirt away, it was mild and sunny enough and no wind, but

we were a little late getting up, then I had a letter to finish

to Dorothy Whyte who is helping u0uut the otockand pgirls at the
coast who are sick and she has been to see them and reported to

us how things are. so we took that to the station to mail and
found the Bert Manleys were leaving for Honolulu apd Australis
and thought we were among those coming to see them off, so we
waited until the train pulled out and said goodbye to ¥ouis Trono
Mario %5 son who works in the Grocery and is off on a “D]]ﬂﬁ“|dﬁc
they want him to play his trombone in the orche str4 for the
Barbara Ann ~cott Skating show, so we spoke to him and to Sam and
Cis, down to see the Manleys away and it was 11.50 byé the time
we got home, or nearer #® noon. Pete thought an early lunch would
be best and then dig all afternoon, so we had a baked Sweet potatoe
and cold meat and washed the d;shea. 1.30 by then. and fete thought
ve might Jjust take a run up and see Yaeggi about the Ski trail
that atill has stumps on it, We spotted his truck by the .ﬂrk and
caught him there instead or going way up to the Hpper Hot Springs
and Fete was full of it, he gets so interested and Phtﬂus‘datLP
and talked with John Taeggi while I spoke to the wife and then we
came back all prepared to dig, even were dressed for it. & car
was across the driveway and uc men looking in the windows. L¢Urre
Encil and the Dawson boy come to see how Pete was progressing with
the Ski model.

fiell they were very pleased and full of ideas and

we discussed the pin too that Pete is desigining and they talked
and talked. Jonny came in and I told him to be very aguiet and he
Was s0 good and gave his ideas very seriocusly as well as the others:
They stayed umiil after four and fete was so tired he felt all
dizzy. It may have been that the tmrkey was too old the day before
but he had a headache from the constant and intentness of the tal
and so he took aanap ard felt better. Then we just ran down before
six to see if the #dac®enzies were leaving and saw the doctor off.
Nellie had.gone to Calgary with the youngest bay on the morning
train. They aren't sure when they will reach Concord but he promised

that he would telephone the morning thef hoped to reach Concord by
night, and to be sure not to go to any fuss ofer them.They are

very easy informal people anyway.




iast evening after supper Pete still didn't feel too rood,
I think a combiration of things and when we went upstairs at
nine he lost his supper, so we didn’t have too zood a night's
sleep.

This morning I knew it was too cold to wash, we were up by
8.50 and finished breakfast at nine, but FPete didn't feel too
wonderful. Then the furnace men cam& having decided to put the
kext oil into Mom's to-day and to-morrow instead of later in the
week. Ihat sulted us,so Pete went up with them with a key. Then
we tried to order the oil, no answer. Later saw the wife at the
Post office so that was hllrifh We came back here and Sam
arrived to see what we had QLCILE to do about the back shed at
the store and we talked over lots of things anmd it was nearly
noon when he left. ¥y morning all shot by then.

We did erands and had lunch about one, did E“h#3a¢hr then
Pete thought we could go for the mail , get the key elﬁ*t“ﬁ”‘ ck
door and basement of ¥om's house from ®ario and c@mée home so he
could get to work on the pin design. We got the mail but had some
time finding asario, waited here and there and finally got the key
cnly to cunc ever and find it was the wrong one. so back again,

I thipkthe first time we found him in his room and so sleepy he

gave us the wrong keylanﬁ the next time he had gpone out and we

did the waiting and some shﬂupinf oo about &.30 we finally got

home, Pete started to work and I thousht I misht as w¢11 do a letter
when he called,"here comes a car " It was Dr and #rs Robinson

ta return some borrowed books, and as they never get down to-cether

,» We asked them in and

and could now as he is taking a fp. days off
it ended u; tea apd showing him all the sketehes, for he paints
too, At five they left, or a lgﬁtlﬂ after and about ten minutes

later Pete discovered her ”n: e jumped into the deep arﬁ went
to theitr house to return it, nu one home ., went up the main sireet ‘J-
an to the clinic etec., and finally back to their house again, ﬁ“duﬂwmm
they hadn't missed 1t a3t at all, and were upr- "leﬂ ul.

Back we came for supper, but Pete #anted to rest a bit hefore
eating so about gquarter past six I began getting it ready and a kee
knock on the door. Earl Pletch ge il and Harvey Clifford to
Ebe the progress Pete had maaﬂéwﬁiggﬂﬂﬁégg't much with all the
interruptions of the last weekl Earl leaves to-morrow for Vancouver
so they gave their ideas and talked and talked and Pete too and by
7.20 they left and we had our supper! We decided as they are all
bachelors they don't realize what an awEward hour 6.20 is to call !

Just now we went up to check om Mom's house, found it a hit
chilled as the stoker had to be taken out this morning and there
iz no heat. We arg having cold air and light &now rrnm the north

: - : : i o

and 1t is only 14 above. was 58 in her kitchens and we are afraid
her favorite plants will feeeze, so sat with a heater on for a while
to warm up the kitchen a bit and hope for the best. They hope to
get the hecat in to-morrow afternoon.

‘ut wasn't that a dd" ?

S0 add
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Banff Albertsa,

Sat.0ct.22,1949,

Dearest Mother,

I don't know when we have felt as badly akamk
as to-day when we had to wire you that Asta couldn't come., We
keep think-ing of all the trouble we have caused you and the
disappointment,and if only we hadn't reid tried to help every
thing would have been allright and you probably still would bave
had & cook for the winter.

Of course when we first thought of the idea vou
didn't have a cook at all, and knowing what a really fine person
Asta was and how she loved the country and all, we got a little
over enfhisiastic. We also knew how most of the recent cooks you
have had have left after a short time and so when you wired that
you would like to have Asta with you, ikxiusixee we thought the
cobk had left. I don't blame you for thinking what a good idea
if she would go to Kitty and &hen Asta could come to you, but the
unfortunate part is that #sta couldn't take work that would put
someone else out of a Jjob. We kept thinking over all yvou had
written and decided to ask Mr Vallance about it. lie came to see
us thls afternoon and said that he had worked on similar case:
with the American consul in Calgary and that at the present time
it is impossitble for Asta to go to you under the circumstances.

[ that is until the laws sre changed ) and if she did she ]

get into all sorts of trounble and never be allowed to ente i1

the states again. We don't want to get you or her into any difficulty
and so its better for her not to go, though It is an awful dis-
appointment &ll round as she was looking forward to Itxsexmush

being with you s¢ mubbh.She got yourdAir 4ail to-day too.

If anyone asks wnat happened that she didn!
just say that she couldn't come after all and don't give
particular reason. Yeu could say you didn 't know just why.
We feel so very sorry about it all and just hope that you can get
somecone even better than this lastCood. though I believe she might
have worked out well for you, amd to think we were dnstrumental
your losing the cook you did have, when all we wanted to do was to
help out.

We are having a touch of nter agal day,
and a northeast wind. We had hoped for some mild weather aiter
snow at the beginning of the week. They had two feet of it
south of the province and about 8 inches i alszary for
reason we didn't have so muach.

We got the o0il heat into Monm's house Honday and
Tuesday, the coldest night of the fall was the one when there
no heat on and we were & bit ecared when it went down to about 8
above , the basement stayed warm but it got to 42 in her kitchen,




However they got the heat on ib her house Tuesday afternoon and
we have it set at 60 and go up each morning and evening Jjust to
check that it is allright. Its Just as well we got it in, for the
Janitor at the store, Mario Trono, has not heen feeling wegl and
he used to look affberher furnace as well as the one at the store,
We think we are going to have to get a new Janitor Bob Mario is
getting too old.

Wednesday was the Auction at Norman Sansom's house. He
was a bachelor who used to be Curator of the Museum here and also
took the weather observations at the obsebvatory on the top of
onlphur Mountain, making his 1000 accent in 1331. He was 868 or 87
when he died in June and they couldn't find & will,so all his
things in the house had to be auctioned off to divide the estate
among his helrs. We felt badly to think of some of his things
going to Just anybody and so wantled to be sure and go. You could
look at the things in the morning so I went first and then came
pack and got Pete , who had been busy with the furnace man c'EeVi*F
the instalation ete. At first we thought the collections of fissils
and pressed flowers etc wereto be sold but the Museum here rut
all of them which was niece. The Library here wanted a lot of the
bookg, especially on the birds and flowers and no one else who
knew, Were to bid against them.The library that is Jjust starting.

Pete and I aren't muech good on such things, neyer having
bid at an auction before, It was a {ine day but at th&stime of
year they didn t dare have it outside, only a few of the tgols ete
vere outdoors. They started at 1.30 sharp with those. and was
much surprised when Pete gpoke right up and bid on some old leather
cases that had been used to pack cameras. Pete pot them for £1.50
ad & whole box of straps thrown in. There was a gun there too which
he bid on. about 100 years old, but when he found both Jimmie
Slmpsen and Charlie Beil were tiying to get it, Pete dropped out.

IThen they tried to move inside but there was such a crowd
by this time sco Jammed in the house, that it was a guestion 1T the
auctioneer and his helpers could get in themselves! It isn't a
very large house and with tiny rooms. They began in the kitchen
but I didn't even try to get near that. Pete had gone around to
the front and I got in the middle back to be in stragegic positions
not knmowing where they would start inside.

Whbn Pete was in Ottawa and I in Concord he went to the
Martindales house for dinner and Norman Sanson and a Miss Barher
were there too. After dinner Miss Barber asked Norman if he would
consider selling his map collection to the Government but he didn't
think he wanted to. they had a2 long conversation about it. o
when he died Pete remembered this and told Sid Vallance to look
out for the maps. However they didn t find any valuable colliection
but the morning we went to see what was for sale we found a hure
box of rolled up maps in one of the bedrooms. So decided to bid on
it Just for fun and see what was in it. When thevy got to that bed
rocom I happened to be the one there, so when he asked for a bid
I made my first at any auction and said " 50¢ " It was the only
bid and to my great surprise 1 got all the maps. We :¢"“ spent
& thlﬂ evenings just looking them over. There must be ﬁg& Q

the )ar- and northern Canada I nothing 'o“v
-.&m.n B Yot ™ DWW ﬁu.«.\bamﬁ’& ¥ wont a..ﬂ




It really was quite an aunction. I watted over an hour or more
Jammed in the dining room just hoping the indian stuff would be
sold. It went for more than I expected EH% finally got the pleces
1 liked best fori{l0.50 Two old necklaceS;hade of bone pieces and
brass beads that were used to trade with the Indians. and the other
on leather with white beads wound round, entirely different from
anything we have so I was quite pleased to get them. It was funny
when they sold the rug we were standing on and no one could zee it
but it was sold just the same. I also got kwo bayonets that Pete
wanted and he stayed on the porch and got the ice axes that S“orman
used in climbing. Had to take the umbrella stand too., but *rs Roon
wanted that, and Mrs Greenham a cane and the other cane we are to
send to Mr Gibbon, I also got a lovely little model Kavak from the
Artic, made of Walrus hide, for $4.50 and thrown in was a lardge not
very good piece of beadwork which had a $8.00 price mark on it, and
a basket with some dark glasses, a camera case with a lock & ey
a needle case full of needles, a sort of whistle looking thing,
and another gadjet we don't know what it is. Yuite a bargain !

We couldn bt get our purchases until the end of the aunction and
then had to get a truck to bring the maps home. I also got a lovely
rush bottom chait which 1 found later was broken, no doubt someone
was bktanding on it to have a better.look at the stuff being soldl
Its not the seat that is broken, the legs are un glued. Barbara bid
on a lovely old highboy,but it went for too much for her, then
later the lady who got the Znd highboy offered it to Barbara, for
a blt more than she paid for it to be sure , but still way below
its value. We haven't seen it set up in the house but + notied a
shipping lab&#2 on it, Seven BGaks in England. I suppose in the
states they would sell for aroundi700. or more and I am sure
Hfarbara didn t pay a hundred. dr Sanson himself paid # 300. when
he bought them years ago from an old family here.

The next day Thursday, Pete went around while I finished the
washing and found Norman Sanson's nelce there, so helped take a
few pictures off the wall that were family pictures and which they
hadn't sold for that reason. 1t was much like Grandpas house and
Pete sddd a cloud of dust each one he took down. I know once
during the avction someone moved a center lamp to shed the light
t0o one gdide and there was a shower of dustlra one under it could
escape as it was too crowded to avoid.

It was sad to see so many things that he had collected through
the years auctioned off but I think most people got this and that
Just to have something to eemember Norman by -

Its “Yunday now, about 23 dut and looks like a November day in
the east. dull but no wind. Pete has been working on his ski model
and I expect 1 should write some letters as it is a good day for
that. We also must see “sta again, we still feel so badly about the
whole thing. I guess it was our fault to think the idea would work
and of course we should have enquired more in the beginning before
making the plans.

Loads of love,

Catdarsung




Banff,&lberta.
Wed .Oct.26,1949

Dearest Yother

We are just waiting for same friends who most likely
won't be coming so thought 1 would try to get some sort of letter
written to you. We are still fealir& very badly to think what we
did to you and do hope that it didn 't upset vou tmu much or make
you sick. It was all so unfortunate amnd of course had we not thought
it would work so well never would have sur;estem .t in the first
place. Live and learn they say, and we will be mighty caréful before
we do anything to bring so much disappointment to everyone again.

ihis has been rather a busy webklin several ways.

Honday started as the previous one did with several people coming
about one thing or another. First dr Boon with the 0il bill and
then Sam. They may go to the coast soon and we were rather anxious
for him to help Mr Painter measure the store bulddines for the
latter is going to make a proposed sketeh for us of what kind of
building would look well on the corner. Sam suggested he would be
free the next afternoon and as luck would have it we saw «pr Painter
when we went shopping and so he said he could be there at 2 o'eloek
on Tuesday. We also had to see 4llan and 4ario hadn't been well on
caturday f£mrx So when Pete saw Pat Costipan's car he spoke to Pat
who is to supgest to #aric that the work is too hard for him.

Also on Mcnday there was a wedding at the Scotts, one of the Grand-
daughters, she came down all exc tnd the evening before to thank
us for our present, but we weren t infited to the wedding as it
was Jjust family. However we did a bit of peeking from our windows!
and yesterday I had to go up to see the dresses.

Monday afternoon Pete was working on the ski pin and
I thought 1 would do some of the windows as it was mild enourh. and
at this time of year you wonder how much lorger it will be warm,
When Edmee came along to return some books and borrow more ( will
send your two soon ) Then while she was here MarylLee and Lona came
and started shoveling earth all on their own to help us. and then
asked if it was allright, Harold came and wanted to earn some money
so Me too dug, but we couldn't bery well go out with Edmee here,
before long we heard more voiees and three friends of Harolds had
joined in as well as Davy and they worked for quite a while, there
was & good deal of fooling too and later we found they had du1.gv

the dirt orn the high ground instead of fillire in the low spots !
However they did get a lot of dirt away from the lawn where it was
left after the oil tank was put in the ground.

lhe people came after all last night, George tnedil, his
mother and Harvey Llifford bringing Hannes Sch re1uea with them. He
has come to go on a hunting trip with Ceorre. You might not know
who he is but bussell will. He is one of the most famous skiers
and when we were at Skoki years ago had his book and tried to sii
as he did. He has had a lot to do with the modern skiing and is
a wonderful person , we had a most interesting time, will write
more later but will send this air Mail and hope it catches up




with my last letter and not too great a gap in between,

[oads of love to all.
Cuﬁ\M ;




Banff alberta.
Thurs.Yet.27,1949,

Learest Mother,

Jean's letter came this afternocn telling that the
Machenzies were in Concopd and what a wonderful time you are all
giving them. We can just imagine how they are enjoying it all
though we didn't really expect them you to do so mueh for them.
I don't suppose they have ever had a vacation like it and we are
so glad that it worked out allright for there is no couple I can
think of from here who it would mean so much to.

Each day I have met Dr Machenzie's father getting
the mall and we both ask i1f the other has heard, so to-day when
Jean's letter came we drove right around to the house, Hellie's
flother was home, 20 I read out bits of the letter to her and she
said she was so glad they were having such a good time for at
first Nellle didn t know whether she would go if the doctor was
golng to spend so“much time visiting hospitals etc. She was so
pleased, then Mr #aclRenzie came in and I had to tell him all about
it too, he was so delighted and laughed so much, I never saw tw
people more pleased. They are looking after three of theTchildren
while the parents are away, I don't think 1 ever heard of a grand-—
father on one dide and grand-mother on the other doing that before,
but they make a good team. From what Dr %acKeneie has said he had
rather a difficult time during his chlildhood, as it was during the
bad years on the farms and ranches and the drought, and I guess
it was pretty hard getting along. I don't know anything about where
drs MacKenzie came from , but 1 am sure they are enjoying all you
are dolpg for them in Condord and BEdith and Cobb too. It is awfully
good of you. and Huss too and How lukey that Cousin Jane was there
to show them around all the interesting places, for they seemed to
be so interested in such things. Will be looking forward to your
letter about the weekend.

We had quite a day Monday as I was writing in my
last letter, the kids all tryving to help move dirt and Edmee here.
George Incil came down at supper time to see how Fete was getting
cm with the models and pin and then after dupper we had told Miss
Carrick { who had bought quite a few things at Norman Sanson's
auction ) that we would come over to look atf{ it. She got & table
full of odd things for $£50. at the end. We went over there, first
time Pete had met her and she is really a fery nice person. Was
a house mother or planned the meals or something for the girl(s
dormitory at ¥t Royal College in Calgary since 1911 until she
retired and opened a sort of tea room here, So many people asked
if the things she had were for sale, she finally started selling
them and has guite a lot of stuff for sale. We didnst find anything
we realky wanted but got interested talk-ing and fete asked if she
would lik-e to come down here for a few minbttes and she ccame for
half an hour or more. Was of course very interested in all we had
and wants to bring an artist friend of hers downxssw®.when next
visits Banff.




oo that made Monday rather a busy day and late evening.

Tuesday I washed in the morning while Pete worked on his
things a bit and then in the afternoon at two we met #r Fainter
and Sam over at the sbbee and they looked around for about an
hour. We thought it would be a gﬂﬂ& idea to get #r Painter to
draw up an attractive plan for the corner, incorporating the old
store into a new building on the corner lot. We wouldn't expect to
do anvthing right away but we might start a bit at a time. Mr
Painter was the architect of the Banff Springs Hotel and by the
way he talked we began to think he might plan a minature Banff
Springs on the corner! We told him we only had very modest plans
but he asked Pete #f we would just let him pretend - it was his
property to do as he liked with and make some sketches accordingly.
So he is going to do that, but popr Sam was a bit ecared at the
amount he wanted to spend on the development for ¥r rFainter says
it is without a doubt the best property in town.

Mrs MacAulay was having the old Rgd Cross Group in for tea
and so I went to that leaving Pete and Bam still talking. 'When
1 came home FPete had leveled more earth with the help or distraction
of Lona and Mary Lee and Marold, They had come with a list for
another picnic, hoping that we could have gone to-day as they are
having a teachees convention this week at school. However in the
end we had to call it off and I think it would bave been too cold
in any case.(dulland windy though mild.) But they pretty nearly
had us talked into it. I got home to find the house in darkness
ds Pete had blown a fuse in the kitchen changinp a bulb and+the

superintendent was heg&.&u.iHV1tp1§? to a shin dig last night to
meel Hannes Schnelder -

Yesterday was Wednesday, I tricd to tidy up the house as

ueurge had asked if he could bring Schneider down in the evening
and the house was in quite a mess, as usual. ( this week I had

had visions of getting well organized but so far haven't ) There
were several things to see to and L went with Pete., saw &llan
etc.wa worked some more on the earth, we do half and hour to an
hour's work at a time and have it nearly fingdhed but there 1is
gstill lots to do around the place if 1t stdﬂés mild and the
exerclse is good for Pete. Then we gnt rea for the party. It
was at 5.30 but not really cockiailsz, : etc. and wonderful
hors d'eouves which we 21l made a meal of. There was just George
and his mother, Hannes Schneider. The new manager and his wife
from the Banff 8prings. a Mr #acartnefy , Colin and Mrs Hennie

of the Chateau and a ¥r and Mrs ¥uir. We got there right after fie
George, his mother and Hanmes arrived and so had guite a chance to
talk before the others came, Last _time we waw him was at the ?.mn.ﬁkk
races in Engleberg in Switzerlandy"When he and Arnold Lunn went up
in the same cable car to the starting point, and Fete has a pieture
of him taken then. The Super and Dorothy are geeat fun anc
wonderful hosts so it was lots of fun and we were there until
after seven I think,




Hannes had arrived by plane In Calgary that morning and 50
George thought he might be tired but said they would come round
for just a few minutes in the evening, they came about nine.

with Mrs Eisenchiml and Zarvey Clifford as well ( Harvey had been
at the Superintendents too ) and they stayed ubhil after 11.

ile had a wonderful evening and Hannes loosened up and seemned to
feel right at home and we Jjoked and told stories etc. -+t was a
treat for us.

Now to-day , having slept in a bit this morning and gathered
811l the stuff for my overseas parcels which I hope to pack to-
morrow, and again done lots of errands which we always seem to
do and which takes too long because of people we stop and talk
too, but which also saves time. for instance to-day we saw Erling
wno leaves to-morrowf and he said he was coming around but would-
n't now he had seen us, and a man from the chartered accountants
office who does Pete's income tax return and had several guestions
to answer, he too wanted to come and see us unless we could tell
him the answers there, which we did in about 3 minutes. and so
it goes. The car has to be winterized so we left that, and Mr
budd had some measurements to make for seats etc. and now it

is bed tine.

Thanks agddn for all you have done and are doing fot the
"mc?anIEE. Jean said they were to leave their car with wyou
when they go to New York and that seems a wonderful idea, bet
you thought of that.

“ustnTt write more now.




BanfTf ,21berta
Tues.Bov.1,1245,

Dearest Mother,

Not much time to write you to-day but did want to
send even a very brief letter. You have all been so wonderful to
the MacBenzies and I know it has just made the whele tiip for
them. "e were up at the parents Saturday and Mrs Wallis read us
part of Nellle's letter from New York. Evidently fussdll made
reservations at some very " swank " hotel and they didn't know
what to make of it. Both Mrs Wallis and ¥r WacKenzie were so
tickled about the ?ggééﬁﬁﬂing. 1t really was worth doing it all
Just to see theiri‘b 5, they both sddd it was the first time

they had had such a holiday and #rs Wallis thought ¥Nellie needed
more than the LDoctor. We canlthhnk you enough,and of course can
hardly walt until they get home to tell us all about it,

ihis is the most perfect day for Sgvember. yvesterday
was the warmest Oct.3lst. they have ever had in Edmonton in the last
75 years. 67°and here it is 55° to-day. The Wards left for a short
trip to the coast this noon and we told them we would take them to
the train. They had the water to turn off and the heating svstem to
drain and Fete thought we had better go up and see if we could help.
It took us all morning from 3 until 12 helping with this and that.
Sam hasn't felt too well and we don't think he really wants to go.
and he can't think very fast. Cis said that Sam has been wanting
the trip for soc long, and ~am winked at us. But anyway they are off.
Mildred Ashley is going too and we went down to check her hags as
oam had told her he would do that, but we knew it mean't getting his
car out and all. Her pags weren't quite ready so that took time,
then we took her reeervation back to her. Went to the Wards agaih
ani found they hadn't picked up their ticket or reservation so
down to the station again, they are coming back a different way as
they have business to do in Grand Forks and so we had to ask them
which of two ways they would like to do that. and this time Sam¢
came dowvn to the station with us. then to the bank as he had two
checks that we had gotten in the mail for him and so it went. We
tock them and Mildred to the train and away they went.Then drove
Jack Ashley the husband back to his house. apd by the time we got
home to lunch we felt gquite tired ! But we wonder hew they would
have managed without our help. they would have rushdthI morning.

I think it is & lovely day as 1 have to go to a tea.
At least I have been Invited to one. Next time I am going to say
if 1t is nice cut I won't gol It dnvaribly is lovely on days we
have to ao things indoors.

Was so glad to hear that you bhad got a2 cook and hope
she proves to be good natured as well as a good cook.

Will send this along and loads of love and many
1 . & s -
thanks to all for giving the "ac®enzies such a gpood time.

C o3 animns




Banff.2lbherta.

Fri.Nov,.4,1949,

Dearest Mother,

I mean't to get a letter off to you on the after-
noon train but never did. Have been rather busy lately and haven't
written all I would like to. Each evening have been doing up
overseas parcels, they take guite a time, first fitting in 201bs.
of odd things, then doing the box up, addressing, then the outside
paper and string around twice three ways, and the declaration forms
to be filled out, I hope to do the last three to-night. lhat will
make 18 in all we have smht this time. We ?ut in 2 tin of ham
weighing ¥ 3 poonds, a 2 1b. fruit cake, 14 1bs of marmalade. a
tin of butter and one of lard. each a pound. a tin of hamburgers
a tin of " bully beef "(Argentine beef) and two tins about & pound
each of Steak and onions,and steak & gravy or steak and kidney(We
used to enjoy them at Tofino) Then 2 pounds of rice in a cloth bag
and 4 packages of Jello(pudding or, jellp) about 3 chocolate bars
and mixed peel for cake.n Coca

Yesterday or maybe it was the day before Susan and
Qonny arrived in the late afternoon as I was putting the stuff into

he boxes and wanted to help., They got me sc cunfused I was all
mixed up but really were quite a help. Then to—day when I went up
with the & parcels I did up last night and took them to the post
office, everyone was overwefight by 4 or & ounces. I was rather
discouraged to think of untying the three just to remove a jello
or a chocolate bar, and thought the kids must have weigh&d them
wrong or mixed me up. 5o back we game and I put them on the scales
again, all showed under E0 punds, so Pete suggested we take them
to thd store and try on their scales, So we did and they still
welghed under the 20 pounds. so back up to the postoffice, and she
welghed them again, all vnder ¥¥ 20 podnds! It seems something
wrong with the post office scales though they didn't know what it
was but wouldn't I have been mad to have spen® to-night re-doing
them and then find them not weighing 12 pounds to-morrow ! I was
awfully rel¥ved but it took a good part of the morning.

We received more letters that the MacMenzies had been
back in Concord. you must have made them feel right at home and I
bet they enjoyed it all and can Just imagine how they ate, for your
food is about the best we have ever tasted and I am sure they never
have had anything so food. I don't know how we can thank you all
enough, and Edith and “ob too for all they did. 1 rather thought
Edith and Cob would like them for they are sort of the same size
and both have four kids. and should have a lot in common. "e have
had fun comparing notes with the parents and also told Pat about
thelr being with you. He said he wired Dr Machenzie care of Huss
% Kitty Baturday night to tell bhim that they have a major operation
every day since he left besides the extra practise. There is always
a stream of baby carriages cutside the clinigdoor.




We got your letter to-day with the one from your mether to
her mother—-in-law about Yapan. We would love to read the others
so don't throw any away before we have a chance ! Were there any
arivédopes with stamps? I don't expect so but if there are don't
¥t the stamps off but leave them on,as they are more valuable
that way.

We are so sopry that you lost your voice and had to stay home
a whole week. I expect yvou bhay have gotten extra tired with the
MacKenzies and know you are apt to lose your volce when overtired,
Am glad to hear you feel better now and hope the new coock works
out fine.

We have had the most wonderful weather for November, in the
Bo's most days and even warmer in the sun. It has broken &ii record s
for many places,., It feels more like spring than November, but no
doubt we will make up for it later on ! We have hated not to be out
doors all we could so have done ofd Jobs like cleaning windows and
such like, Ules ILa Casse has finished the fence, that iz repeeled
the secticon in front of our house and because it has been warm has
oiled it twice, alsc made a gate and it looks fine.

As cunday is coming will try and write more then and catch up
on all your fine letters of late. Have Just done up two more parcels

while the news is on apnd have two letters yet that I must answer.

Loads of love to all and so many thanks for all you have done,
of you, for the Haclenzles., I do hope taking them around didn't

e Cowmin Jane and hurt her eyes, will be anxious to hear how she

5
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lpre love from us both,

C i arvaa,




Banff Alberta.
X .I.w]

”on.fnﬁ.T lwu

Dearest Mother,

The MacFenzies are back, arrived yesterday {Sunday)
afternoon, We heard from Jonny for Billy had told him about the
wonderful presents they had brought him. Then this afterncon when
we went for the mail we stopped a minute to speak to Fat as he
got out of his ecar across the street fr om the Clinic and Dr
“ackenzie must have seen us,for he game out with his listening
things banging round his neck, a room full of patients probably
va1tiw,.{ I can now see where the name "patient " comes from )
They had a wonderful time and think it will take at least an even-
ing to tell us all about it. We saw Nellie later down the strebt
and she sald that she liked Concord far better than lew York
that Pietro had given her some u1¢nts, one a slip from my grand-
mother's geranium I think she said. When they got to the border
the customs man said that no plants were allowed to be brought in
so she pretended she didn't know that, and said she had brought
them all the way from Boston, so he said that she could keep them,
ceems funny to have some of your flowers growing in Banff. Dr
Machenzie was much amused at Jean wondering why people knew she was
Scotbh;and all in all they had a grand trip, drove over 400 miles
a day to get home., We may see them to-morrow nicht.

o

We have had the most wonderful spell of weather you
ever saw and especially for this time of year. It is over a week
now that it has been 10 degrees or more above normal, up. to 50 or

50 here and in Calgary was 71 both Friday afternoon dﬂd yesterday
in Lethbridge 7&. I can't bear to stay inside and vet we keep f

it won't last. Tﬁp sun is getiing low now and already the

of the bridge is in shadow in the ﬂdrij afternocon. But such

skys as we have ndu some daysand a warm haze. 1 was trimming
yesterday with just a sw&ater on and some years it would be 20 helow
by now and snow. There are even dandetions blooming and the willows
are red as they are Tn spring, they say lilacs are budding in the
southern part. This year we are really ready for winter. the leaves
raked up and the windows mostly washed etc.tools put away and such
like, some years the storms come suddenly and so early.

Yesterday was Just as different from the previous
Sunday when we had Mrs Simpson after breakfast and the Svarres after
lunch and Jonni too. Thsterdamy not one pevaur came and we really
got guite a lot done, wokking raking up in the morning, also a trip
up toc the Hot -Lgrin 2, and in the af tL:nnur we flock a short drive
out the west road #ere it was very sumny and warm, then Fete worked
on his models and I raked and trimmed the little spruce. Was going
to write you last night but ret& had trouble with his nose, we
think from the morning raking of the dry grass, and so we sat Up-
stalrs. 1fie has been so much uPttDP IHLULJ and 1 am wondering if
it may not be the fact that he doesn't have to fix the furnace &as
the dust from that may have tronbled him., I haven't mentioned it
to him yet for I thought it would be interesting to see if that
didn't make a differente. Yor the first fime in two years nearly, he
is feeling like doing things again, little things around the house.




Instead of wanting to put off until to-morrow he is getting
lot done to-day.

e had a very encouraging letter from ¥Mildred to-day, Cliff
has a Job as caretaker for a new apartment bullding near where
they were livipg in one room, so he and Mildred can live there
while Donny keeps their previous room . He eats his meals with
them, M4ldred is still at the hospital, Donny didn't have a iob
for a time, but this letter says he has one with a lumber company
with a chance of poomotion and he can play hockey at the new
Ferrisdale Arena. We had been trying to figure out how he could
come back to Banff lui hey would have “nunﬁ him a job,to have
him play on the Banff tﬂdﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂ he could have stayved with Feter and
young B1iff at Barbaras, but this i= szo nucn better and ne has
dorie it on his own. I think all the worry and thought we have given
to thel'family has been warth it,and they are getting pretty 'r1]
established. Its nice too for Cliff and il%ﬁnd to have one boy at
least out with t?ﬁ}ﬂ.-_n?“v\fmg_l s O a.c.‘.ih-h.ﬂ':'tl.c-nai ?Dfilx 1"-~tb1"t-f—~1 TU*-*]"E” -

chall be anxions to hear how Cousin Jane is rettins
Have lots of things to answer to you , a whole pile of nic
and will get at them soon,. Have a wonderful letter of G
tc send youto read as soon as I answer it., how he took
boy Dame to Lethbridge to shop as a birthday present, thi
like it. Trouble with us i1s that we are too interested |}
things but guess you have to just be yourselves, wa have ]
ldeas and get too enthusiastic about them. things they could do t
improve the park etec. or the skiing or something.

It is nearly bedtime so will end this and have it ready
mail in the morning, if we get up real early and nothing
I hope to start ckeaning the studio, was going to this
we were later than usual and I washed outza tremendous
which had piled up, from cleaning windows and silver
at various times the past year. They went through the
any other wash and are all nice and clean now. ihe
having even Just for that ! There are so many i
around the house and never do get them done.

loads of love ard so glad that you are over your

More love,
Co -"\'Lma:xu-»u

P.5.VWE had a most wonderful sunset the other evening. It had
a peculiar steel gray sky In the east and clear in the west.
the mountddn tops got a lovely glow in the east from the set
rose against the steel blue. Later the whole sky in the east,
rather clouds turned redish, very bright, makineg a pirk glow
everything. I was in the store for an errand and the small
windows above the big plate glass looked a&s if there was a
light behind them and when I went out on the street the
wierd, We looked tomards the bridee and you wouldr hav

the green color of the left hapd w: 1ll, reflectériy the c
green sky in the wesat, the right hand side was orance.

color of the clouds. Had you painted it no ore wonld beld

e copssed over and the whole bridze from the boat house
green. It was really wonderful. Reminded me of Tofino sunr




Banff,Alberta.
Thurs.10.15949

Dearest Mother,

L

_HacKEnvziE e

Never had a shance to write yesterday and then
last evening the Moores came over and stayed until nearly eleven.
io—day have been doing all sorts of things and also did up the
last two parcels for overseas, that makes 20 we sent this year.
Now I may not get this inthe mail to-night for there is only
about half an hour before the train goes east.

cadion Wadit

The weather is not guite as warm but up to 40 each
day and feels mild enough out. It is nearly two weeks of lovely
weather and most unusual for this time of vear. Ules LeCasse
came around to oil the fence as he said he wasn't so busy right
now and so we asked if he would like to take out a few more trees,”
He does them so well, taking away all the branches in his truck
and céeans it all up. It already has given us more light. We have
also gotten permission to "park" the ground between our land and
the river, taking out willow and dead trees, or unhealthy ones,
and Ules said he would do it for us.

Night before last we spent the whole evening at the
Mackenzies talking, don't know who talked most and Mr MacKenzie
sat on the couch and just chuckled about it all, He said after
wards he figured he knew as much about Concord and Boston as they
did after all the conversation. The thing that amused us most was
that they could remember what they had to eat every meal at your
house, fried chicken, whole halfs for each, best they ever tasted
and steak, this thick, showing a distance of several inches and
the biggest roast they had ever seen, and the fish chowder, etc
but when 1t came to the names of the people they met,who wanted
them to tell us they had seen thew, they couldn't remember hardly
any ! They ttied to describe the people too, especially someone
who met them as they came in from the walk with Russ and Kitty and -~
who had glasses and went to school with me, I thought X might be
Cal or Bblisabeth Praling, the only emes I could think of. ihey
had the Morses and Hewbury's pretty straight and of course Cousin
Jane. They really had a wonderful time, and liked Concord much 5:i§
)
3

better than lNew York in every way.
Uid they tell you that when they followed my ma? fﬁ? -
up Monument Street, they almost stopped at George's thinking that +— =
must be your house,until they noticed there should be a driveway. 3.
Ihey also showed me the three plants that came through 0.K. thev

made 400 miles a day and got home Sunday Afternoon.

3
I will tell you about all we bhave been doing in my ‘?dég
next, we have some others coming topAight and with this good
weather one hates to stay in very much, Mom is as far as Winnepeg °*
and should be home in a day or two. Jdackie iz $till east.

Loads of love to all,

L
Cohonisia %




Banff ,Alberta.

sun.Nov.15,1949,

Yegarest Hother,

Hussell's birthday and I am afraid that I didn't
get my letter off to him soon encugh. Somehow it is hard to real-
ise i1t is so late in the year. We have had such a long amg mild
spell it is more like Eeptember or VYctober. It did snow most all
day Armistice flay and what a day it turned out to be for us.

We were up auite early and first thing we did was
get the mail, Fhink I told you that Kathy Stockand wants to go back
east to her family and asked to borrow the money from us for the
ticket, we have done a lot of writing back and forth, getting
Yorothy whyte to go and see the girls for us and see how they were
etc. as we didn,gt want them to think that anytime they wanted to
move across the country they could just write and ask us for help.
There were three letters, from Porothys Mavis at the Coast,and
from Marian from the east, to tell us that they could get Kathy a
Job there etec., 2nyway we Just had time to answer the ones from the
coast so that they would get them Saturday and rush to the train
to mail them, Also wanted to be at the station in case Pete's
mother came and didn't let us know. She didn't come, amixmrxihe
ARXyxhenExKecsiopped &ndxiel "e had an esarly lunch and then thought
we would just check on the house,and telephone oid Vallance to see
if we could see him. He said to come right up then which we did.
Pete had a long #&lk with him while I spoke to Mrs V. It was on
advice as to what was best for Pete to do with the Store Froperty,
we have been getting advise from several people bebfire decidging to
do anything. Then we got the mail for us and for them, and Eefere
I think I wrote buss, #ir Mall a hurried letter, we mailed that and
before coming home thought we would just call on Mrs Moffat who's
son,Bob was killed in Italy in the War, Pete hadn't gone to the
Armistice Services and said he would rather ecall on Nrs Moffat,

We had a nice call there. 1t was snowing gently all day so she was
home and her daughter and the other son, “harlie, came in, so we

had a nice time with quite a lot of joking. From there Pete thought
we might drop in to see Mrs Paris, I began to feel like Christmas.

We found her daughter Georgie there, Mrs Dunsmore,
Mrs Hoggard and a Mrs Anderson from Cochrane, a regular tea party
going on. Pete sto-pped and talked with Mre& Paris while I joined
the ladies, and later when we started to go Pete realized that
Mrs Anderson was his cousin and we had her brass kettle, at least
it belonged to her mother who lived #ith his Grandfather and his
Crandfather, Mr Curren, bad given it to us. S0 he asked if she wouldd
like it and of course she was pleased. It came from Scotland. So
as we were driving them home we drove around this way, by the time
we had taken them to Mrs Hogfards and come back here 1t wag 8.30

EBarlier in the day we had seen Young “1iff working
on the Jeep and when speaking to him, he told us that Sir anpan"
was in town, had just stopped by asking dhere the cimpson's lived




So we figured we had been out all afternoon and so missed any
call from him. I asked Pete what he would like for supper and

he said " Just let's sit down a minute before we begin'en=thmt "
He sat down but I happened to look out the window and a tall
figure was streaking up the path, sure encugh Sir Norman ! We
talked for a while, then asked nim for suj per and when we had the
vegetables cooked and the steak ( which was luckilv a pood big
one ) ready to put in the pan, he asked if we had a phone, of
course we don't, then he said a friend who had come over with

him to act as secretary for him, was waiting at the King Ldmard,

Bo of course we sald to go and get her, so off he went with the
flash light and was back in no time with a most attractive war 5urméh
widow. # really awfully nice person, has two boys at boarding

school §§ } 2sein a CDtt&Ea in the coun Y. hink he brought

her over &g“ﬁgﬁgtning nice for her and also to be company and

help with letters etc. We had quite an evening and they stayed

until after ten.

I had left glasses from the evening before, the breakfast
luncheon dishes,(as we had gone to see ur Uallance garl fﬁnu
re Hallaroan helped with all of them while Pete and Sir Noramn
talknd lhey stuck tc the state of the natigan and we never spoke
of Temple or okoki etc.lhings are in an awful mess now, I puess
he wibhes Cliff was back ! Its too long to go into here, but
she told us a little bit and we have heard a few things besides

Yesterday being Saturday T cleaned a bi » Pete going up for
the mail, byf the time he ;ot Lack Jimmy Simpson had come in, He
had been down twice the day before and we were out, it is about
Bow lakes and a few of their difficulties, before he had a chance
to say much Mrs Halloran dropped in as 1 n d told her we would go
to the store and pick out a few things to send her b ¥s, 8o she
stayed a while and we talked while Pete talked to J*ﬂﬂ_ It was
lf.LD when we went over town and she was golng up for a swim with

“rs Hemming, It was snowing lightly and in the end they didn't EQ
as the roads were too slip pery, we asked her to supper again as
cir Norman was 1n Ca'FdT and she was trying to save dollars and
stayed here with Miss Gratz.

We did a bit of running round after a late lunch, saw how
Casey Oliver was and had no sooner gotten home than 4llan Mather
dropped in about store Insurance and other matters, and by the
time he left it was time to get supper. We had roast beel,broiled
potatoes, brocoli with Hollandaise Sauce, ice cream with frozen
strawberries, the best I have ever tasted. She enjoyed it and it
was nearly 1l when whe went home. That was a 1&LE night every
night last week, Tues. we at the MacKenzies, Wed. the -oo ‘es here
~hursd Wally rcil to see us about his bungalow camp. and Fri.Sir
Norman and Mrs H. Sat, Mrs H.

1t is another lovely day to-day, just like spring, the snow.
only about and inch melting fast in the sun. says contimued mild.
Fete's mother isn't home yet we met the trains this noon on the
chance she might just surprise us but no sign she said she would

¥
wire but sometimes she Just arrives,

Better go out for a bit. Toadi of
1




Banff,Alberta.
Thurs.Nov.17,1943,

Dearest Mother,

funny but you have been in our minds all week
and wnen we didn't get a letter yesterday or this morning, I said
to Pete " I just hope Mother is allright " and then Jean's latter
came to-day saying that you had brok¥en a rib couriiﬁ;. 1 never
knew anyone could do that, Here you are wondering how Miss Annie
will come through an OperatiLn and you go and do something much
more painful. We feel awfully sorryv and as usual are so {ar away
there isn't much we can do to help and most likely by the time
you get this you will be better and not su much in need of a letter.

+his week I haven't had much time to write. we seem
to have been awfully busy so I really have neg lrctn you. I don't
even kKnow exactly what we have done as I haven't had time to write
up my diary. There seemed to be someone ﬁ“Dy ing in about this or
that all this week. I will just starzt wil: Dnui;, for I think I
wrote you “unday, it was a Euiet cne this week for a chanre.

Monddy we were up before B think
here to start clearing the front between the road and thne river,
really thinning it out and such an improvemetit as it is for we
can see through to the water all along and in some places he pot
trees down that were spolling our view, there are still one or
two others we would like to have out but don t dare do too muech all
at once. I did the wash that morning smdxxiIs@xfimiskedxssndimgix
fsshnﬁtusLSﬂhhazasxEadgxhaaqaiiwnikhﬁkhahnusxstaaixtxxxn Lhen we
got a wire from Mom that she would be in the next noon and so sent
2athy Stockand a ticket so that she would get here a dayv and a half
later to stay off with Mom. Also wrote a couple of guick letters,
then Mrs Hallaron dropped in and Jimmy Simpson, which took most of
our meorning, We arranged to meet Jimmy at the bank at two to have
a talk with Jack Douglas &bout their finances,which took over an K¢
hour in the afternoon. Also sent you the 2 books of Churehill which
I finally got to-gether, Pete lent one by mistake instead of our CODY
and we had to wait untal it came back as our copy had our name in it.
Ihat afternoon I think Ules came in for a cup of tea and I also got
some ironing done and either that day or the next Pete Dick Pike
cdlled in, Guess it was the next morning but we had to leave to meet
Mom's traln and a good excuse to get rid of him. Monday night I wrote
notes to mail with the new stamp issue coming out next day.

iuesday I did another light wash and Pete went up to
get the new stamps but too late to find them all, so I went up and
saw Barbara White and she had all but the 5@ sheets, but thought that
Norman Luxton would have £h a few he could give me, so we called in
there and he said he would bring me ten at noon, which he did. Stamp
collectors seem to like them with the date of issue stamped on the
envelope, Then we had the train to meet and Mom, it was on time , a
big help and she came here for lunch and talked about her trip until
two.,




Bhe had a nice time and the family were well etc. Jackie may be hack
this weekend we hear, he evidently is much better. Pete had a little
trouble with his back and so went to Jimmy Masterson for a massage
and lamp treatment and I shopped , then we asked the 2id Worts to
drop down at 4,0'clock which they did. He used to be at the bank

here and a Tine fellow, he and his wife were Just wack for a short
time and trying to see everyone. a bit more ironing before supper
and then we thought we would just see if Mom was allright, the heat
0.K. ete but she was out after supper, a curling meeting, soc we
dropped in at the Scotts to tell them she was back If they saw lights,
and stayed there longer than we indiended, and by the time we came

nome Pete was ready for bed so I didn't write you that night.

Then yvesterday morninﬁﬁg was golng to do so much, Ules came
apnd tock out a big tree early, then had a cup of coffee with us and
Pete had to go to Masterson again in the morning so did errands then
T think. We saw Allan too about new tenaths and about a sofa, also
about the insurance that +“ackie has neglected to look after in a way.
and now the head man iz coming to try apd stiraighten us out. Hope
he arrives before Yackie does so we can get that finished? and one
more thing cleared up. We had the furnace man coming at two to check
both furnaces after the first month, which he did and that took about
and hour, he took temperatures of the smoke pipe to see how efficient
the system is, acted like a doctor taking someone's blocd pressure,.
e 15 a very fine workman and loves to talk about the heating things
and certainly knows his job. Be had just gone when Jim and Mrs
S¢mpson came in to see us, I think partly to speak of Sir Norman
Watson butitheynever got on the subject. lhey had tea and fipnally
as it got near time for Kathy Stockand to arrive we had to go to the
station, taking Mom down with us to meet her. Both she and dom came
to supper, baked slice of ham, mashed potatoes, creamed onions, ice
cream and cake. She looked and was better than we expected for she
hazs a very peculiar and rather childish slant on life. Wants to go
to Owen Sound to the family, and we were afraid that she might be a
burden on them, but got a letter from Marain saying she was sure they
conld find her work so trust they will be allright. But she is to
stop off here a few days, gives us a shance to sound her out.

They stayed until after 8 and I went with Kathy over to Barbara's
to see the kids and then left her up at Mom 's but by then it was
after nine and we were ready for bed.

Fo-day we are having really warm westherf a chinook wind
and it is 50 out, 680 in Calgary and the last bits of snow are going
fast, no ice on the river or in the rink. It is more like spring
thah fall, This morning Pete's back was rather sore , maybe too much
treatment so he didn't go. We were over town at ten and George
Encil wanted to come down as he leaves to-morrow, and he wasn't
feeling well so made him some coffee and toast, and while he was
still here Dr fobinson came in with the first sketch in oil he has
made, a copy of one of Pete's. We had him read Churchill's book and
he is so enthusiastic and asked all sorts of aouestions and really
his copy of Pete's was awfully good, He had Jjust left when Mom and
Sfathy arrived witha deep apple ple and a few minutes talk. Ve had
lunch and up to the post occlice, meeting “rz Hallaran on the way
down, she came for a few minutes to get some old treil hiker
bulletins , and now at last, though Pete has been talking of dolng

it all wekk, he has gotten to work on the Skl models,. It seems to
have been one interruption after another all week.




I should really get this into the mall before anyone comes
for we are anxious to know how you are getiing on. # broken rib
iz so awfully painful at any time. Wasn't it last yvear or the vear
before you had pleurisy about now ? Must be a bad eeason for you,

Jonnle was also over two evenings this week, once before,and
once afterSupper. He wants to make Christmas presents, so we will
have to think up something, for one can't discourage them. For some
reason he got talking about weddings and said_" rum L proceed you
man and wife." meaning"Now 4 pronounce you - te." He is funny.

Will try to write you oftener but still have a few letters
I should answer,

Do hope you are feeling better now and no more pain and
your cold is gone,

A preat deal of love from us both always,
Calhonume -
?-‘S.m MNOLOW, m%ml‘a :Q: -@C\Dm
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Dearest Mother,

I do hope that you are feeling better and that the
rib dsn't giving you any trouble. With Thanksgiving coming on I
know how anxious you will Eee be to feel well,and I do hope you
don't try to do too much. #m awfully afrald the dachenzies visit
tired you all out, seems to me it was rather disastarous for both
you and Cousin Jane. Do hope that she iz allright and won't have
trouble with that eye,

As usual we HhBve been busy the last couple of
and the weather is still mild, says it is 20 degrees above no
for this time of year, was 55 yesterday. Ules came again and
ed out the willows between us and Barbara and also & bit more
along the river bamk, I+ is such an improvement and he works so
fast. He can't come for a while now as he has a Job hauling away
dirt from where the storm sewers are belng dug. Such a mess as
Banff is going to be in all winter, they are putting in a system
of storm sewers fto take the water away and it means digging up most
every street, and the dirt is the kind that tracks everywhere and
then where the ditehes have been dug and are filled in again any
truck or.car sinks in and with a little melting snow it is all mud
in some places. I guess it will be a good thing for the future.

Kathy is still up at Mom's but will leave
afternocon for Uwen Sound. She wanted to go to-day but Pete could-
u:

to-morrow

n't get a reservation right through and got it {uz daturday, We
haven't done much for her really but this afterncon got her a

couple of dresses, one a very pretty pdald one that will be useful
and warm and the other a lOVEly dark blue with four birds embroidered
in black sequins on the front. Doesn't sound much but is the shade
of that dress I have had for years and found so useful, short sleeves
and very simple. They all wear the same sizes so that mdrajn, Lila

or Bette can also use it if necessary and it will be one nice dress
for them to have, It was only$13.50 . But it is sort of hard not
having any clothes. I have an idea that in the past they did as they
used to when 1little c¢hildren and ILdla likes to dress them all alike
then would give the clothes to Mrs Powell for her family #nstead

ef handing them down to the younger girls. They probably don't save
their old blothes to be made over mE¥ or to.use in another way.Kathy
was awfully pleased,

Yesterday we went filpr errands , met George Encil and
he came back with us to see how the pin and trophies were coming on,
didn’t feel well and so I made him some toast and coffee and he felt
bettér, had come from Calgary on the late train and hadn't slept.
While he was still here Dr Robinson came along with his first oil
painting, a copy of one of Pete's and really very well done. George
was leaving and the doctor stayed until tioon a?kinn juestions and
talking about painting, you can book did for
him,




Maybe I wrote you this, Pete worked on one model in the
afternoon and I wrote letters, then Ules was in for a cup of tea
Can't think of the other things we did. Anyway after msupper we
dropped in to Mom's as we knew she had choir practise and took
Eathy with us to Allan Mathers, as we had to speak to himl and to
the Simpsons for a short call and then left her about 8.7
Barbaras as she was going out with young Cliff who used
her class at school. He seems so much older than she does
only 20, but he has been working for 4 years which makes

1 know now what we did in the afternoon, we called on the
cimpsens to tell them about Mathy and see if Mrs Simpson had any
skates her size, and then Herb Paris came down at five ofclock to
see the stoker we took out, we decided to give it to him for the
new house he is bullding practically himself. His wife works in a
store, the two kilds at sbhool and they are living in what was &
tiny living roomg of the old house while the new one is being
built at the back of the lot,

To—day we suddenly remembered that we had promised George
to have all the details written down for him to take to Birks in
Montreal with the design of the Ski pin, so we figured that out and
while Pete went to the station to get the reservation ,I typed it
out and got it ready, then we went hunting Georze who we found at
the Zandmers and took it all to him there with explanations.

1t was nearly lunchtime by then, went around by Allan to
see if the Insurance man had come an. left word with Grace we could
be home at two,. Later we found after lunch that Allan had told the
men three when they came along so we left it at that. Got one more
parcel to send to those Scotech people we met last summer at Moaraine
[ake, and who we Just received an Art dapazine from, and I should
do that up after this. Back here, finished a letter to Gray and
Eleanor and by then the Insurance men came, they were here an hour.

Allan came with them and we got the policy's pretty well
stralghtened out. Jackie has been their agent but though he pays
the premiums often, he doesn't bill us until months later and we
don't always get the policies and he has been so difficult to talk
to about it the last few years, we were getting rather pro voked,
This young man from the Edmonton office was very nice and under-
standing and we found almost as confused as we were, so it looks
as 1If at last we were getting somewhere.

We also hud Mary Lee and Lona for a few minutes and then
we took RKathy overtoWn, I had told her to pick out a dress and
I would look at it later but she just picked a skirt thinking the
dresses too expensive, so I figured it wouldn't hutt to get her
and Mavis each a dress, it will sort of encourage her.

etter get at the parcel. Will send yvou what I think a
very nice letter of Gray's and also when I get it done up the
article about the arrival of the 3rd. boy. You can let %ousin
Bert read it and ¥Yousin Jane when she comes, don't hurry about
sending it back.

Loads of love and hope $o hear to-morrow how you are.

o




Dearest Mother,

Just a short letter to gell you how glad
that you are feeling better and the pain not as bad, will
anxious to hear all about the Chinese doctor from Boston

the fib.

We are still having wonderful weather, -
to-day not a cloud in the sky and so c¢lear and apark
is hard to realize it is getting near Christmas and
jzed that &2 will be Thanksgiving in Concord this
reached vou iIn time, do give all the family our
and tell them not to overeat tmm by too much.

It was slso a great reliefl to hear that Cousin
are improved and the nsion going down. Ur saclhenzie
the thing to us and said that is what Dr Atkin here

He had 1t real badly a few years ago and I guess that
is 50 careful now.

Kathy Stockand left last evening and Mom went
us to see her off and then came here to supper,and most
of the evening we tried to fihish a cross word puzzel Fete had
started in the ©ki Hagazine. I have never known him to do one
before but he started on it because it was made up by Harvey
Clifford in Banff and he was reallsmart, got all but about #o
sticklers.

Pete has been werking on the ski :
and get them ready to be cast this week, he inked in our
card yvesterday afternoon while I went to the church tea, w
a bit late with it and may go to Calgary the first of the

S try and get it printed 1in time,

Sent the magazine with the article by Gray Campbell
which may interest some of the Thanksgiving people, also thousht
the letter rather good about his oldest little boy aged & think
and his birthday trip to Lethbridge. Jt is nice when a father gets
so much fun out of a son.

Must g0 Jackie came

better.

Loads of love from
too much for Thanksgiving.

Coh g




Banff alberta.
Taes Nov.22,1949,

Dearest Mother,

+hat was the brightest letter you wrote that came
yesterday, all about the “hinese Doctor and how he set your rib,
And we used to think that CGrand-pa and Aunt Mary were smart, 1
think you beat them all for your age, even Cousin Harriet of ten
years ago. Pete says he is only half your gge but he ecan't write
a letter half as good.(To tell the truth he doesn't write at all!)
I shall be anxious to ask Dr MacKenzie if he has ever heard of the
operation, now if he had been there that weekend he could have
watched it being done. He liked Dr Piper so much and was sorry not
to have a chance to talk to him more, both being general Pract-
ishoners toey had more in common.

We have been talking of going to Calgary for a day
to see about out Christmas card being printed as this year we want
to have at least the sky printed in and perhaps something else too.
This year we thought we would do a skiing one as a change from the
animals, though most people like the animal ones best, but we are
_Jjust a little late and the color on the animals does take longer
“to do and 1 can do the other kind but Pete does the animals best.

e may go to-morrow morning early if we feel like
it when we wake up, almost went this morning but the thing in the
upper middle of Pete's spine was bothering him and he didn't feel
like the long drive. I told him we should go east and see your
Chinese doctor ! He is going to have it exrayed as it bothers him
occasionally.

Aim going to enclose a piece of the material that
Barbara has woven for a cocat for Dubby, Yon't you think it looks
lovely and very professional after Just a six weeks course in
weaving at the summer scheool, (ne side with' a 1ittle 1line is the
right side., She has also made plaid for the boys shirts and when
she fimishes will give me a smaple to send you.

Hight now Mary Lee and Lona have dropped in after
school and it is a bit distracting. I don't think I told you about
Bhe drive we took Bunday. Jonnie and Billy MacBSenzie came over and
we took them with us in the Jeep to see Herb Faris first, then up
to the camp ground, Jonny's remarks were quite funny, on the way
up the hill he said " ish't it discouraging the fewy 1lifdght poles
they have on the camp ground road."" Then later when I was remarking
on the lovely light on Cascade he said " I was admiring the light
as we went by." or words to that effect. "Admiring"was the big
word I noticed. ‘hen when we went by the war Memorial at Bankhead
wheeh 1s there from the first War though the town has moved, lhey
asked about it and rete explained khat it was and said " do you
know Jo Woodworth ? " and they both did, "Well , his brother is one
of the names on the monument. " Whereupon in & most matterof fact

way Jonni said ." Well anyway he gave his life for Jesus ." We didn't

dare look at each other.




Ls we left Minnewanka Pete id " Billy,when do you
home 7 and ouiet way
" garly, because Cyril is comirg to supper before the train
have to be there at 4 o'clock." Ffete looked at his watch and
then 20 past four, so we got him home as fast as we could about 4,30
That reminded !Jonnle that he was supposed to tell B r to put the
potatces in the oven , so we rushed him home too. Did I tell you
about Mom asking them both what they were golng to do when the
grew up and Jonnie said " L am going to be a Bachelor" and Bill;
said, " but if we are bachelors we will have to do our own cooking
Jonnie,"

Must Bush, hope you are f ing 0.E. Lhanksgiving

L
don't get too tired, we will I iinking of that day

LI Y &

loads of o%ve from us both.

Cahanmine




Banf'f,Alberta.
ihars.Nov.24,1943,

Dearest Mother,

All of you in “oncord will be suffering from over
eating on good food, just about now. Cobb probably is having a
good snooze and maybe some have gone for a walk to work off the
turkey and pie, it is two bere and four there, so maybe you will
be acting charades. I never thought to figure who all would be then®
but in your letter to-day Cousin Jane wasn't coming or John and
Lileen. maybe they can make it another year.

We have just finished calves liverf and bacon and
it is trying to snow very lightly, but the radic still says mild
weather for Alberta, so thought I would do a few clothes in the
Bendix so they wouldn't pile up if the waather did turn cold.

We have changed our Christmas card. The first one
which Pete drew was a Ski cartoon but as it was a funny photographer
taking a picture of an old lady skilng in a skirt who had just made
a run down the ski hill knocking all other skilers in all directions,
he suddenly thought that people might think it was suppcqed to bhe
us and not at all complimentary to me. Barbara happened in and said
she liked it but thought the best ones he has done are the animal
ones, so he thought maybe he should do one using the idea he made
for you last year as & Christmas present. So yeztexdayxhexd night
before last he made the idea and yesterday mpbning and afternoon
drew it in pencil and this morning inkfed it in and now is just
fingshing it up so we can take it to the Crag & Canyon for them
to have a cut made. We have planned it sc there won't be as much
Mcoloring as previous years.

If we didn't have so many interruptions we really
would get on qulte well, Monday we had partly thought of going to
Calgary, in fact have thought of going each day, but Pete hates to
go for some reason and finds good excuses to put it off, I am now
telling him that he designed & new card just so we wouldn't have to
go down ! Monday afternoon we cleaned the coal dust out of the base
ment. The men came and moved the left over coal out of the bin é&n
SBaturday, did it very quickly and well but there was dist over most
everything, then Monday mooning we woke at five to hear the fan
squeaking, it evidently needed oll, Pete put some in but owrs must
have been old for it didn't help, so before 8 we telepfoned Cecil
Philpott the electrician and he came down and fixed it. and that
afternoon we vacumed the basement,

Tuesday we were all set for Calgary but but again &d
didn't go, and yesterday there was a fine snow which made the hills
east of Banff too édy, anyway Wednesday isn't much good as the stores
close in the afterpoon. Then to-day Pete wanted to finish the card
so if all goes well I will perhaps go to-morrow. It is getting so
near Christmas and there are some things one has to go to Calgary for
like books and also I rather enjoy going. should g0 to the dentist
but will take a chance on that.




for weeks no% 1 have been hoping to clean the nouse up a
bit, mostly dusting and cobwebs but always something else seems
to come up and the good weather I hated to be indoors. but the
last couple of days I did get started on the Studio, yesterday
afterncon I got a good start, only Edmee came in the middle of the
afterncon for a short time, but I managed to finish the stugddio
this morning, now it will be ready to use without my interrupting
Pete,

Ules LeCasse stopped working on clearing out bush and tress
for us as Mannix who are pptting in storm sewars wanted him to
haul earth away from the man holes etc. Ules said he would Fing
some down here if he had a chance to fill in the low spot between
Barbara's and our house. ihis morning they came before we were up
and had four loads in before we had cooked breakfast and have
been coming pretiy steadlly ever since, two trucks some of the
time. We never thought we would get so much.

Must go now so lots of love from us both. by the way the
letters of Grandma Morse from Japan came and are so very interest—~
ing, more about them ahter on.

: -
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Banff,41berta.
Sat.Nov.26,1349,

Dearest Mother,

We are still having mild weather, it rained hard
in Banff nearly all day yesterday but 1L was lucky for in Calgary
it was quite nice, just a few clouds. That is the only trouble
about going down for the day, you never can tell much about the
weather, they can forecast the Calgary area pretty well but the
weather in the mountains may be entirely different. It was dark
at quarter to seven when we got up and about B8.30 whan we were
through breakfast I heard the fifst patter on the roof, it only
rained very little and I decided to chance it, just hpping it
wouldn't turn to snow, we ran out from under the clouds as we
went out of the mountains and Just before reaching Eorgiy I look-
ed back and there was guite a rainbow, I am sure unusuzl for Nov.
It usually doesn't rain much abBter October.

Uidn't do too well in Calgary, I seemed to have to
wait a lot to be waited on and that took time, some days one makes
ood progress. Made an appointment at the dentist for next Thurs.

I thought there might gust be a chance of his seeing me yesterday
but he was booked solid then to the Canadian Art Galleries to
ask Mr Turner about several things, he has a new gallery anmd it is

most attractive, lots of room for pictures and plenty of light,
there were one or two things to get and then he told me of a new
idea of his whibbh I think quite clever,

Hg is starting a club and each member pays £10.00
a month and can choose any picture in the fallery to hang in his
house, at the end of the month he picks another and Mr Turner then
delivers the new one and picks up the old one. +hen at the end of
the year with the $120. pald in the member can choose a painting
up to that amount ( or if it is less, maybe two pictures etc. }hQHMX‘
He is having little bamplets issued with room for the member to
jot down the name of picture and artist and any comments on the
painting. It is to make people picture consciouns and interest them
in the artisits. I think it a really good idea. It 15 sort of 1like
paying by the instalment plan but gets the money saved first.

Then I had lunch and met “rs Newton the neice of
Norman Sanson's who we met after the auction £of we sat to-gether
and then I started in on my Christmas shopping, mostly books. the
little book store here has so few to even look at and there are two
rather dood places in Calgary, then to the toy dep't which is funm.
Gray's children bej‘{%ggg&ng are fun to buy for.and at the Bay the
little kids speaking so cunning I couldn't help but stop and
watch them, I also gﬂt two folding chaxfls for the Campbell's as
Gray happened to mention that they only had one easy chair, all the
others Just straight backed charis. these are those lightweight
Aluminum and quite comfortable, they would be good for you to carry

round the garden to sit in when you liked, they weigh only 5 founds




It seemed a long day and for some reason nearly everyond
smoked in the bus both going and coming and it gave me sort of
& headache, 1t was so crowded coming back that six of us instead
of five sat in the back seat. I knew the bus left at 5 instead of
gurarter to and so most people were in their seats before I got
on. there was a man in each corner of the back seat, so I sat
sort of in the middle, then a young couple came and I moved over 7é
next a "™ gsteel man " E construction work ) Another very tall man
came in and a mother gicked 8 sleeping child up on her lap and made
room for him, He hadn't been there long when & nice little old
lady arrived, no place to sit, so the tall man gave her his seat
but he couldn't stand he was so tall he hit the top with his head,
So then the young couple suggested we sgueeze over, which we did
and we were sO squoze in by then that when we went round a corner
we didn't lean even the tiniest bit, I between two strange men who
talked construction work most of the way to Cochrane until the one
by the window fe&l asleep and I had to listen to the other, though
he mumbled so I could hardly tell what he said. At Cochrane a good
half of the passengers got out and then there was pPlenty of room
and I moved up forward.

To-day I didn't get the usual cleaning as there was a note
at the bank to sign before it closed at 11. and we looked for
Allan as the insurance man had come up yesterday and I had been
away, However it was Jackie ha had wanted to see about the policies
and he was at the 0ld Timers with Mom, we did errands etc. then
listened to the football game in Toronto where the Montreal Alldete
beat the Calgary Stampeders, Allan came again after that about a
refrigerator for one of the sultes at the store. theee of them are
getting new tenants all at once, it just happened. ‘hen the mail
and another church tea, I go for the cakes etec which aréﬁome made
and good. Pearl and Edmee and Mrs Painter and Barbara Brewster are
nearly always there and we bave tea to-gether. It was pretiy crowded
to-day but I was lucky and got cake etc. "e took one cake and some
nut bread to Ivy Paris who fell éown stairs the first of the week
and injured her tail bone or cox#s ( however it is spelt ) and it
must be mighty painful. It was mild but to-night is raining a little
so if it turns cold we may get our snow.

_ “unday, still mild and a little fine snow, rained in the night
hgven*ttuone much to-day somehow. Called in on Mom who we nadn t seen
since the oldtimers dinner in Calgary that she went to on Thursday

She has a bad cold which is too bad so we tried to eheer her up a bit,

then went to see if “am and Cis were home, the curtains were up but
they weren't, so went back later and heard all about their trip, they
both look better for the change. back to Mom s with cough medicine
and then a late lunch here and a call from UF Robinson who is taking

y‘ap painting, he copied one of my plctures and really made a good Jjob

! g

of it¥, Pete has finished the ski models and we hope to get them to

Charlie Bell to cast this week, Guess we will have to work on cards
for a bit.

Must write a few letters if no one comes in, it is awfully
dark to-day, Will try to answer your letter with the questions next
time for I think it is upstairs where I read it when T came hack
from Calgary.

Loads of love,

Cllaning .




Banff ,Alberta.
Tues .Nov .29,1349,

Dearest Mother,

I thought I had your letter with the guestions
to anseer but find it is another, so will have to wait until
I find it in the mess which at present litters my desk., I don't
know why of all Grand-pas many abilities I had to inherit the
one of #ables covered with papers and letters ! Yometimes I do
get it cleared off only to become piled up again in a few days.
Of course there are a few things that Pete puts down and they
form sort of layers between all the stuff I accumulate. But if
I stdp to clear it off you won't get a letter.

To-day Mildred's letter came telling all about
Thanksgiving, and that you carved your turkey as msual and in
spite of the rib you were able to enjoy everythdpe, It sound-
ed a very nice Thanksgiving and the charades must have been
good. Too bad that Cousin Jane couldn't come but much wiser of
her to stay in Portland, I got a nice note& from her and she
sald she had spent ‘hanksgiving with Florence which must have
been nice. It was a very cheerful letter.

fur weather is still 10 to 15 degrees above
normal and up to 40 above each day, it seems very mild for this
time of year, 32 days without precipitation in Calgary and it
seemed funny to see a sprinkler going in Calgary when I was
down, they advised people to water in the paper a week ago
so as to have moisture in the ground when Spring comes. Here we
have had rain.

In Vancouver last week end they had the worst
storm in 20 years, hurricane winds and 2 # Inches of rain in
24 hours. lhats an awful lot of rain, it washed out one bridge
between North and West Vancouver over the Capilanc river, 40
feet of bridge,and isolated the cumunity until the army built a
Bailey Bridge for one way light traffic. The Railroads were held
up in the Fraser Canyong bgpt slides and all in all they had quite
a time. It seemed to blow ‘over us pPhhough we had some very strong
winds in the night. A few snow squalls which don't amount to any-
thing. 4he river is still open and no snow on the ground .
e have been trying to get Pete's ski models up
to Charlie Beil to cast in plaster, after which Pete has to work
on them a bit before they are cast in bronze. First Charlie said
anytime, then the end of last week, then the first of this. now
it 1s to-morrow as he has had to make two trips to Calgary for
material for a new furnace. Pete will be glad to have them finish-
/ ed. We also are waiting for our Christmas card to he printed so
" as to start coloring a bit, We are later than we were last vear

and the light is od for such a sphort tim O—days. L
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Yave been trying to do avbit of cleaning but make
practically no headway, perhaps it is having a man in the house




that makes it harder, for instance this morning as soon as it
was light enough to see I started on the further end of the big
room, dusted the ceiling for cobwebs and dust, and by the time I
had done that Bbéte thought we might go for the mail, the cleaners
etec. which we did. With one thing or ancther it was after lunch
the dishes and mail before we settled down for the afternoon.
Pete had a drawing to make so I decided so as not to bother him
T would tackaée the kitchen , but he started to draw in here so
instead I went back to the walls of the big room, and before long
Pete had moved to the table in there to figure out the plan of
the drawing, so as the vacumn is rather noisy and distunbing

I continued using a duster and did the walls, leaving the sofa
until later and the floor and rugs. Was Just in the midst of a
window when Allan came about one or two things connected with
the store buliding and he stayed quite a while, and bv the time
he left it was pretty dark and late for spring mjgiri L
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Banff,s&lberta.
Bri.lec.2,1349,

Dearest Mother,

Seems to me I have accomplished practically noth-
ing to-day, somehow we did too much waiting around for things
I hope to do better over the weekend.

My last letter written Wednesday or maybe Tuesday
night, I forgot to mail on Y¥kwrsdaxx Wednesday and finally sent
it yesterday from Calgary. Am sorry to be so forgetful,,1 went
to Calgary yesterday, Lihursday and it really was lukky 1 got
the last trip in just in time for this morning it was snowing
a little when we woke, only a few inches fell but it was warm
enough at times to-day to make it awfully slippery, ice 1in many
places and all cars were having brouble, I wouldn't have enjoyed
the bus trip and it would have been bad all day. As it was I had
a better trip than the time before, no one smoked the first half
and I didn t start ocut the shopping with a headache, Cy Harris
who works flor the Governement and is also a bit of an artist sat
with me going down and a girl who lives in Banff now,sat with
me on the way back, and the time goes much guicker if you bhave
someone to talk to.

Got guite a lot done, even bought a 2nd hand chair,
really a sample chatrd, at Eatons for Eleanor Campbell, as Gray
said if we wanted to send them something ( when they refusedto
accept a saw we were going to get fot &hem ) that a 2nd hand easy
chair would be wonderful, they bad only one chair with a soft seat
and took turns sitting in it, I had thought of a folding summer
type chair until I found this one and I just hope it will be right,.
Went to the Dentist yesterday, which was my real resason for going
down, and had my teeth cleaned, so th&t is dene. 8ot what is called
and Ovenette for Cliff and Mildred , it is shaped like the kind of
metal 1ids they put over food in a hotel to keep it hot, domed
shape, and fits on a large burner on an gletric stove or plate,
there is a part on the bottom which sort of sits above the burner
and lets the heat circulate, you can bake potatoes, pies, miffins
ete. It will hold a largesize dinner plate so I am going to try

using one to heat the plates in. Yot a Ew*ﬂﬁﬁf toys andsbpoks
(for the kids)I couldn;ﬁ e§ist. oW ww.a&:. IO, hAA
O TORITIRY Y JIFCLU TS oXia . ;

\ tvery time 1 go to Calgary Pete has a most exciting
day at home, usually a line of people coming about one thing or
another, Yesterday the furnace man came about the fan, as we want
to get ankxtra one in case one of the four we have in the fanily
breaks down,as they are interchangeable. Then Ules came about the
tractor man coming to ta level the fill between us and Barbara,

He had to go back to Calgary at night but would just have time to
do the leveling of the earth here, which he did in the afternoon.
and wasn't it lucky to get it done just before the snow came 2

Pete was awfully pleased. Then they are putting in a new sewar line




in front of our house and Pete told them just in time where our
line was as the men didn't now and might have dug right through
it as they thought ours was the one on the next lot. e also saw
Charlie Beil about the models, we took them up Wednesday after
lunch and to-day went up to see how he wag gbtting on, & most
complicated business casting, I still don t understand it very
well. Oh yes and the construction manlthe‘tractﬂr man wokks for,
came down and was very interested in seeing the house. So all in
all Pete was kept busy, Jonnie had been over after supper ana hey
both met me at the bus,

Today 1 was going to clean some more but we slept a bit
late as I was tired, then after tidying up 2 bit we went for the
mail and to the bank and somehow I had to wait everywhere for thing.s
Samg came down to borrow a brush as we were finishing dinner and
We went up to their house to see if he could make the hill whiech
he couldn't, we used the Jeep to-day. Se had painted the sun room
and Cis had put up new curtains which I hid to see, Then there was
another church tea and that took an hour with tea etc. and so the
time slipped by, maybe I' 11 do better to-morrow.Our cards haven'g
been printed yet so we will have to work hard to get them all done.

Tell Jean I heard frgm Jessie Brown and our parcel reached
her safely, so they shoulﬁh_ L them in time for Christmas.

We feel awfully sorry about Madge, its a wonder she wasn't
killed and I do hope she won't be laid up long, I will send her a

card,

I know I am terrible about answering your cuestionz. The
one to-day about how Barbara can get the wool for weaving. The
pecple who teach weaving at the summer school here give the
students the names of places where they can get good materials
and ®arbara sends for what she needs. they also get out a little
magazine to give new ideas and patterns, I think they try to
encourage weaving in all parts of Canada, especially on the farms,

Thanksgiving sounded very nice and I am sure fusty aad Gale
must bave decorated the table beautifully. I still can't find those
duestions to amswer. think one was whether Dr Macfenzies father
lived with them, I think he does most of the time and her mother,
drs Wallis does too, they both help look after the little kids
for we often meet him with them. The little girl looks so cunning
in her blue outfit from Concord ,she and Michael and the Grand-fathep
wire in the store the other day, Ye is the Jolliest person, some-
thing like Uncle George Ywen who had such a twinkle always.

I must senfi the note to Madge and one or two other things
must be done to- night. Oh yes, I had another, more amusing looking
book for your birthday, did it up in a great ruSh after we came
back from Sams and then there wasn t ime to mail it before the sale
so waited until l@ter and then thefe was such a long walt at the
post office and it got too late to go to-day anyway,do will send it
to-morrow. It might get there in time with luck.

“oads of love and so glad you are feeling better.

Codoniine




Banff,Alberta.
Sun.Dec.4th,1949.

Dearest Mother,

I do hope that I haven't left it ftoo late to write
you a birthday letter, especially as it is your85th biithday, it
is hard to realize it is 5 years since Pete got out of the alr
Force and we thought we would be allowed to go to “oncood to help
celebrate your 80th. and then for some reason they wouldn't let
him go out of Canada until he got his final discharge, I was sure
then it would be easy to make your 85th. but will Just have to try
for your 90th when it comes! Many Happy returns of the day and
may you have a very happy birthday and be féeling fine.

At last we are having more seasonable weather and
to-day has been dull and locks like snow, though it is now after-
noon and hasn't done anything in the way of precipatating yet.

It is colder at night now, arcund 10 above and not as mild in the
day time. Has been awfully slippery,expecially after the first
light snow, but a few extra inches improved matters. We were a
bit worried about the sewar line in front of our house, hast
spring they started putting it in and then when the river came up
stopped, began again a week ago, ours was joined into the new
system Friday I think 1t was, before that it went straight into

the river, then as they only had some slow moving boys filling it
in by hand, so little at a time,we began to wonder if it would
freeze on them, However much to our relief yesterday afternoon

a bulldozer came along and filled in the whole large ditch and
now we can use the road once more and it can get as cold as it
likes.

We had hoped to get our Christmas cards before the
reekend but because they are to print the sky for us 1t tock a
bit longer to have the block made and they may get it printed
to-morrow, at least enough for us to start working on, There isn't
as much color to put on this year so it shouln't take as long.

We had Dr Robinson down yesterday afterncon for
his new sketch box which I had gotten for him in Calgary, two
sizes for him to choose from, he took the larger one and we want
the smaller one so it worked Just right. Painting in 01l is
evidently doing him lots of good for he seems less strained and
nervous since he started to paint a 1léttRd each day, we lent him
one of the Churchill books and he took the hint.

This morning I thought I would do up Christmas
presents but we slept late, perhaps because it was dark and just
as we were starting bumeakfast George Encil came along, he wanted
to show us the folders and poster for the North American wki
Championships, also tell us how he had made out with the pins
Pete designed for him and te bring me some Celery root from his
mother. Nice having our vegetables delivered from Montreal !

Have you wver tasted it ? 1t loocks a bilt like a white beet and in
one of my cobk books( the one ?i:sigi!}ma gave me ) it calls it

-




Celeriac. It tells to scrub well, peel and cook in boiling
salted water for £ hours or until soft, I did mine as I do
beets in the pressure cooker and they were soft and delicious
tasting. I forgot how Mrs Eisenschimml did them, but think she
mixed them in with potatos. You ought to try some. They are
evidently a European dish.

We had an early lunch and then I cleaned the top of the
desk and the table and sorted thinss out, they were in such a
mess, now I probably can't find anything but at least it looks
better -

Jonnie was over last evening and entertained us by drawing
ideas for Calenders he might make for the family, he was awfully
cunning .

You asked if we knew Polly Nordell who is having an exhibit
at the Guild but we don't, thimk she went to the Museum school a
few yvears before we did.

Yes, we do have sort of CARE Parcels to eend overseas,
ours are called CANAID but I had ordered the stuff and all for
mine before I found out what they were sending, aido they don't
send always such good stuff as when you buy it yourself. though
this year their Christmas package would have been very good.

You can see I have found the letter with the guestions.
Aren't the Macbenzie children good looking. Michael the youngest
boy won a baby prize one year when they were away on their
vacation. It was a sort of money ralsing sbheme in Banff and each
baby had its picture on display and then everyone voted on the
one they thought should get first prize. You paid so much a vote,
ihere was a good deal of competition, but Michael got the cup !
Mrs M's mother, lrs Wallis, lives with them all the time and Dr
M's father just part of the time, as I think he has a farm somehwi
where,

Yes, Jimme Simpson 1s the one who was Jjust married to
a girl named Larri Oliver, her mother was born in Banff and lived
here until she was married to a Pathe News Photographer, so they
have lived all over, Hollywood and mostly near New York, but come
here for the summers often. Jimmie and Larri live In the house her
grandmother used to ive in, just below the Wards.

Kathy Stockand is the 3rd daughter, Marian Stockand is the
oldest, she is in Owen Sound with her father and mother and Bettef
( the youngest girl who was adopted ) Then Mavis is the 2nd daughter
and David is younger than Kathy. Mavis & David are still at the
coast. They are dolng much better and all have Jobs, mxpe though
Kathy having gone east may not have one yet. Cam 1s dolng very well
writing editorials and signed articles, if they only will be satls-
fied to stay put,

tes, Sir Norman still owns Temple, Skoki and the Lake Louise
Ski Lodge wheme Russ and Kitty stayed. I believe hey will only have
Temple going this wiqter. As one person said. " sir Norman would be
all right if he didn't have such Screwy idea.s " The young widow
who came with him lives in England, but as both her little boys are

away at shhool Sir Norpan suggested she come for the trip and help




him with letters etec.

Yes. we did receive"Popcorn in the Ginza " Mrs rainter was
so interested in it that I let her have it first, but it is back
now. Someday I am golng to copy out the intercesting parts of
your mother's letters. LUo you realize she was just my age when
she was"™tf&fe}.Did you read them carefully, I thought them most
interesting in many ways.

Guess I had better call this a letter, and again we wish
you a very happy birthday and wish we were there to help you

An«% -Kiﬁ:g .
(@=L INWE

celebrate.




Banff,Alberts.

Tues.Dec.6,1349,

Dearest Mother,

At last we have made & start on the Christmas cards
and think that they will be guicker to color this year, for when
Pete was making the drawing he sort of planned it so there wouldn't
be much color and Weé glso had the sky printed in which saved doing
cone " wash " as we call it .

ihis was as far as I got yesterday so I hope I do a
bit better to-night. We did about £5 cards yesterday, but had one
fairly long interruption when #llan <“ather came to tell us about
how things were progressing at the store property, Three new tenants
have moved in and we hope they will be permanént, they are all young
and working and I think should be easier to please, We have had so
many of the English type who used to live in China and used to lots
of service etc. The Ulivers were grand people but are to go back to
Wales to live for a time, Casey ( the man ? used to be in the R,C.M,
P. in Banff and they also had a place they ran in Radium so they
were used to the countbty. The Jennings were the worst and they have
finally left. She was the wife of the former superintendmt of the

park and her daughter married a local boy, Ted Faris,( Cyril's
younger brother the poor husband died of a heart attack and we all
think the women wore him out. they are both neur§b tand Ted is fast

becoming the same. People all felt sorry for Ted ndw they haven't
much patience left for him, I could write pages about the stories

and it woula sound like a book. Anyway much to our relief they are
out. Bettg) Painter Walker and her two children are in that suite,
she works in one of the drug stores. Then Eleanor Boyle and her
husband Crozier live in the next suite and they beth work up at
Norauay both Pummer and winter. In the Oliver's suite is a mother

and son, he runs & taxi business.

There was an ex-Hongkong couple who wanted the Oliver's
suite, wouldn't take any but a foont one and came from the coast just
to wait until the Oliver!s left, then suddenly had to go back to the
coast again for a court case or something. I saw her at the chureh fair
and she told me they were so sorry they couldn't take the suite after
all but she gaid " You know I couldn't have done with so little storage
space in the kitchen etc " First we had heard of that, and then she
said " I understand there are two working men In one of the apartments!
Well that made me .-tuad1 the way she said it, and I bet that was the
real reason they didn't stay, not the right class of neighbors. If I
only had been quick enough with a good comeback but I never am. I wish
I had &old her that it was the workipg people who deserved the
accomodation first. We think we were well out of it when we didn't get
them, yet to meet them they are very nice.




Here I am way off the subject. We did 50 cards to-day and no
interruptions, have also tried to get the Christmas bexes away,for the
deadline for the U.,S.A.is Friday. Sent you not very exciting things,
all books, one that sounded the best went to-day and just as I did
it up discovered that it is a Houghlin ¥ifflen one even if it is about
Winnepeg, well if you have read it you can send it back or give it to
someone, Didn't the Davol girl ? Epbs friend's wife come from there ?
ohe might like it. The customsiin the U.3.A. always scares me & bit
and 1t never seems worth trying to send a real peesent. The thought
is the main thing isn't it?2

1 read over some of your recent letters and made a list of
things to ask or remark on so here goes.

Could you find out D'Arcy Baker-Carrs address from lirs kott
Shaw ? and also how 1s Geote Shaw after his case of infantile
parajgsis ?

Am reading"Pop Corn in the Ginzg“and find it interesting
but wonder too how the whole situation will turn out in Japan.

Thought that Wadsworth Bwen's new place or old house they
are buying on an island near 0ld Greenwich sounds very intriguing,
bet Mlldred can hardly wait to see it, nice they are nearer thafn
¥lorida,

Pete said 1 shouldn't have mentioned his back, it is much
petter now and only bothers him once in a while, we are so stupid
for when it bothers him he says he is going to see Fat or Dr =ac
Kenzie about it and then we both forget all about it until he is
troubled again, Une good thing he doesn't have so much trouble with
his sinus now we have oll and that is really something.

Sorry you didn't see more of Mrs Lindsay but guess she was
pretty busy enjoying Her family, she seems to like Falo Alto and
has a place at the back in & garage I think she said, anyway male
into a comfortable place of her own.

What a time John Edward and Tina had getting home. Can't
Aunt Juile drive any more 7 and what happened to the cook she had,
Can't think of her name but the lady who lived with her and was so
good.?

Ihe only reascn Pete did that one cross word puzzdg was
because it was all about skking and was made up by the Ski Fro here,
otherwise I am afraid he is not so interested!

You say that few come to see you when you are old, on the
street in Calgary the obher day, & rather crowéed sidewalk and I
heard a rather peppery elderly lady coming towards me say to her
companion " No one pays any attention to you when you get old."
and another lady near me caught my eye and smiled. I think Aunt
Jane Brooks was the best for keeping young friends. Yon't you think
one trouble with most elderly people is that they live a good deal
alone and the minute anyone comes to call they are so glad of an
audience that they do all the talking and rather bore the caller.
bow if they were more interested in what the caller had been doing
ete. and didn't go on about the younger generation and the world




not being what 1t used to be etc. I think more people would go and
see them. Of course so many times an older person is a bit deaf and
it is an effort to converse. But I think vou have lots of people
dropping in to see you, no one makes real calls these days, I know
we usually just go to see pecple when we have some bilt of news or
question to ask.

Isn't Miss Anne Agge remarkable ? She has the yothest spirtt
and to think she has been sort of an invalid all her life., or may
be one should say delicate and here she is 95 _and taking operations
in her stride. I didn't realize that Miss ChaTarinae had the shne eye
trouble as Cousin Jane. It is a lack of fluid or too much, ;orprt

whichl! Dr *acﬁen41e explained 1L vp to me b a11ir"v to
Wiﬂx again.T™ <ol %iu g %Gﬁb\moﬁu‘iﬂ-’!

Uon‘t w&r*x a out our 1aunar;j we could send it to Calgary and
have the wodlens all shrunk and the things badly ironed in a machine
but there is nothing muech to it in the Bendix.

The Art ®agazine you subscribed to you were raine t

0. Send
us when you had finished with, 11‘. How gdo you like it ? M%ﬂ
MWD\ AGIALLA - #Lﬁ€
tast night Jonnie was bver with a blt of modeling, Pete gave

Billy MaclMenzie some Plasticine ané he tocok something he made to

school with him, I guess thet made Jonnie want to do something, so

he used dough made of flour and water and brom Dbungy . gahbi

to show us, M had fallen off on the way): 5‘?‘3‘%;3 g‘??ﬁ‘ﬁ‘%% ::'g 4
S0 We are Eoiﬁ‘ to give him some Flasticne tn work with.

What is the name of the school Gale goes to next year? If wou
know, otherwise don't bother for Iwill hear later on.

Who was Miss Dehon who left ’:,]“:u‘ﬂl:ﬁ a@g# Mi=s Grace heyes ?
3

Ve were awfully amased about the tric ed on them asking them thP|I
question over the phone when poor Mrs feyes was trying to have a bath!

We really did very well at that Auection, except fot the chair
that I found was broken when I got it home, however Edmee was so
taken with it L sold it to her for what I had paid for it. The maps
I bought for 50¢ was well worth it, I must have hundreds and all
different and very interesting too.

MacKenzie is spell that way
tam Ward must be over 60 maybe nearly 70, I am not sure.

Arizone Highways has been ordered for you so let us know if
it doesn't come,

What a wonderful time Bert must have had in Milwaukee.
Hows that for a disjoired pﬂ&ﬁ. Now it is bedtime.
Loads of love and hope you had a very Happy birthday.
C?iﬁiaJuugg :

Lo S s m&u\. Doz §%




Banff, Alberta.
Sun.Dec.11,1949,

Dearest Mother,

I was going to write you last evening and then Pete
wanted to go up to see the Vallances and I was glad to go too. Now
it is not really light enough to work on the last hundred cards so
will Just type off a bit to you.

We have worked every day this week in the middle of
ghe day on cards then about three o'clock go out and do the errands
etc. We both had colds last week, mine was almost as bad as the one
I had in Concord last May, a real head cold and it made me so pro-
voked for even when I typed a letter,every once in a while a drip
would fall into my lap. However we are all over them now, expect I
picked up mine in Calgary and then gave it to Pete, his didn't go
into his head which was lucky.

Friday we had a busy time, when we were over town
we happened to mamt John Jeegi who is Swiss and has Just married
the wife of an old friend of Pete's,(a boy he went to school with ari
who lived up at the Upper Hot Springs)and as John was on crutches,
we found he had chopped off a toe and'a half with an &%, so brought
him around to get some books to look at. While Re was here Mr
Hoberts one of the school teachers came along to see what books we
wanted to give to the library as they are to open this week. So
for a while we were all confusion in the front room. Pete took Hohn
home and funnily enough I said to Mr Koberts " I had better look in
some of the books to see if there are any papers left. ! opened an
old school book and there was a lovely Swiss post card in color of
the covered bridge in Lucerne, the last time John Jeegei was down ws
with Edith ,(his wife} he was telling about going to school BVery
morning as a boy and crossing the bridge and I tried to find s picture
of 1t for him but couldn't, and here it was. Later on he came back £
for he and Pete had forgotten his parcels in the back of the Jeep
and one was to be their supper, so I gave him the card and he was so
tickled.

Anyway while Mr lioberts was still here, ¥om came dow
to tell us that Uncle Pete was in town staying with Pete's #incle Jack
Campbell. she had been down before but we were out and she and dackie
had been over to see him that afternoon, she said his mind was going
and he didn't know wither of them, Uncle Pete is one of the uncles
from up north, Uncle Angus who wrote to you, died.

That evening we went around to Uncle Jacks but Uncle
Pete had gone to bed, However it gave us a good chance to talk to
Uncle Jack about him. Uncle Jack Married one of Pete's fathers sisters
and used to work in the store at one time but was too slow for Jackie
and he let him go. He also has a ranch down near Cochrane where his
son lives and works. and he goes back and forth, sometimes staying ow
the ranch and sometimes living with his sister drs Tollington in
Banff.




I don't know if you remember about two years ago word game

to the store about Uncle Pete being In poor condition from malnutrition
as he had lived alone and hadn't been eating enough, he was put in the
hospital up at Smithers B.C.near where he lived. Jackie had visited

up there years ago and so he toﬂk charge of the correspondence. later
when the people up there didn't know guite what to do about it they
wrote again and at that time we suggested Unecle Jack go up, but no

one seemed to think much of the idea and his sister was golng anyway.

Now Uncle Pete seems better and must have come to the sisters
( Mrs Clifford Jones ) inCalgary and somehow they thought of Uncle
Jack and he took Uncle Bete out to the ranch. Tt was allright out
there but Uncle Jack was afpaid he might get sick and it would be
better to bring 1 im in heee. We asked him abeout Urcle fgtnTt ﬂlnﬂ

was bright enough and Jntcrasting to talk to and of cauvsp fe krew
and remembered Uncle {ack from the old days.

Well yesterday while I was at the last of the string of
church teas, Pete brought Uncle Jack and Fete up to the house so whken
I came home they were all here, and I made tea for them. and we had
a most Interesting time., Pete was so pleased about it all. Uncle Pete
spoke of New Brumswick,(don't think he has ever been back since he
left as a boy) so I got the two sketches Pete made in 19228 when he
went to the old farm on the Bay d@ Chaleur to wisit. Right away Uncle
Fete said " Why thats the house in New Brunswick ! " and Pete said
" yes, the old house. " and Uncle Pete said, "Not the old house, for

that was of logs, with a big hearth where tBey did the cooking. they

had a grate in the fireplace to cook on. " Fete had never heard about
the log house before. Then the sketfh of the bay. and ® Uncle Pete
said he remembered sitting on the hill " and watching the Yanlkees

( shiling vessels ) come up the bay and turn around“® Pete spoke of
the Pnantow light that he remembered talking about when he was there
as a little boy, and Uncle fete knew about that, it was when they
buen't the old shingles at the shingle factory across the Bay. Then
he told Pete about sailing around the Horn, and he showed with his
hands how the boat tipped, and " green water came over the bow " and
they went down by the Falkland islands ete. Pete never knew he had
been around the Horn oL -

We asked when he came out west first and he thought it was
in about '82 to Winnepeg and then he worked his way west on the C.P.F
construction, staying for a time in Indian Head agd Regina. and he
remembered all the relations he stayed with that *ete knew from his
father. ¥#bhn we took them home he sat in back with me and I said I
guessed Banff would be hard for him to recognize as it didn't look
much the way it used to,and he said when he first keew Banff there
wasn't one house in it/ and that in the early days he used to
prospect in the mountains. We hope to get him to talk some more about
the early days.

Uncle Jack says he thinks his mind has improved since they
have been to-gether and I imagine Uncle Jack is the best person for
him to be with. & link with the past and as Urcle Jack speaks pery
and is an easy person to be with it doesn't confuse Uncle ‘ete at all,




After “4r hoberts was here looking at books we had every
chair in the front room piled with them .so gesterday morning we
put them Into five bbxes and took them over to tne new Iibrary in
the afternoon. L‘hey have a room under the Hobinson's Clinic being
about the only fireproof building they could get a place in. They
have a lot of books already and Mrs Hoberts was a &ibr&rian in
The Uni¥ersity Library and also in the Children's section in
Calgary so she 1s teaching the others what to do. RBor a while they
will have volunteer workers and be open two afternoomsand two
evenings a week for people to get books.

Do you think you could get us a set of the Twin Books by
Lucy Fitch Perkins ? Even a Znd hand set would be fine. 411 the
kids seem to like those as well as anything and they find they
have very few children's books as yet, and of course want to
encourage them to read.

Dr Mac*enzie hasn't brought us the books from “oneord yet
He keeps saying he wants to come around with them himself but Pat
was away for 2 weeks and he hasn't caught up vet, also he was
singing in the Gay Nineties Show they put on this week.

Just as I was writing this Mom appeared to tell us her
furnace had gone off in the night and the houe was terribly cold
so we went up, All she needed to have done was to turn a little
knob but she didn t want to monkey with anything, so we turned the
knob and en came fhe furnace, but it mean't we stayed up there for
a while until the house warmed up. It was ten below last nggbband
no doubt the controls may need adjusting a bit for &his is our
first cold spell. It is lovely and sunny this morning .

Loads of love and hope you had a lovely birthday.
C Barwnr
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Banff ,slberta.
Tues.vYec.ld,1243,

Dearest Mother,

Just a short letter to-night as it is really our bed
time but to-morrow I have so much I want to do that I thought I
had better write you to-night.

it is too funny but now that it is nearing Christmas
we are receiving freat attention from the kids. Jonny comes over
after his supper nearly every night wanting to make Christmas presents,
and last night Pete was awfully good and helped him make a set of
blotters, each with a picture and one month of the year on it, I
think Fusty made some at Fenn school once and Jonny made his mother
some two years ago and wanted to again. Then to-night Pete was busy
so it was my turn to do the helping, He colored an old Christmas card
Pete made once for Chrisine Penn, a lady at a piano and lots of kids
singing. Then we pasted a celender on it, and that is for the
teacher, I have been triing to address the Christmas cards and get a
nit confused and slowed down as you may imagine, but perhaps with
luck to-morrow I can get some off, so many need a few words written
inside, or I use them to thank people for things or letters.

We finished the last cards to-day, at least 1 did ay
part and Pete has 25 to finish, then we had to order a few more for
each year we seem to add about 25 new friends even when we try to
drop some previous ones. But this year they weee easier to color,

I am also trying to get the house tidied up and dusted
before next week. Was making fairly good headway on the front room
this morning and then Pete wanted me to find something that he couldn't
find and then just before lunch he thought it would be fun to see if
Charlie Beil had finished casting his ski Models, so we went up there
and Charlie was glad to have us take them home, we had to make two
trips for I have to hold them carefully in my lap. Pete has bits to
add here and take off there and then after New Years Charlie hopes tb
cast them in Bronze. Pete has been working on them this evening. There
is lots of work to do to models I find.

We had gotten home with them safely about one when
Davy came, a Christmas call I gyess for he said he just thovught he
would come ansay hello he hadn 't seen us for so long. We waited
until he left before having out lunch amd then Jonny arrived,wanted
to take the Kayak model_we have to school. We did a few cards and got
the parcel done up for Jwen Sound and were just taking that to the
express when Ur Roblnson overtook us at the station and he had another
pieture to show us, so back we came and looked at that. The front room
was all uppet with chapis this and that way and the vacumn stil out
for I had never had a chance to finish, will try to to-morrow. Then
we had errands and when we came back I sorted books out a:s there were
so many holes in the book shelves where we had taken some books out
for the library and you know howit is trying to rearrange them again.

/5o you see we are gquite busy, one always thinks one




can get things done zhead but raeely can I ., I was talking to Olive
Bell while Pete was with Charlie and she said they eat at all hours
on account of Charlie, I guess men are different from women and if
they get interested in something they either want to wait until later
or eat right away quick, She is an awfully fine person and just
right for him.

Bed time so will send this off to-morrow,
L,c:aéba.af iﬁrﬁﬂ:f
&
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Banff,&lberta.
sat.lec.17th,1949,

Dearest Hother,
1 guess this will be the last letter of mine you

will get before Christuas, though 1 will be writing again but with
mails slow you aren't likely to get it. So we wish voun a very Happy
Christmas and am glad to think that Mildred will be with you., I
wish we might nave been there too and at one time this fall had
visions of maybe making it as a DlPthﬂ&} present, but the time was
too short and®Pete is so interested in the Ski .omels and getting
them done in time for the oki meet, we couldn't have gone and done
those too. He has the finishing touches to do, adds a little plaster
mixed with water to build it up in some places and wets it when he
wabbs to cut a little off. Then after dew Years Charlie will cast

v Wpeain bronze and we hope nothing happens to the oripinals.

At last we are having real cold weather and to-day
felt the coldest of any day this winter, a cold wind from the north
and sort of a frost or very fine mnow in the air so we saw no sun.
Uur furnace has been doing pretty well, the oil part is 0.%, but
the fan whieh we have had for ten years has slowed down and the other
cunday Pete found a bit lose in it. The fan ecirculates the air and
unless 1t blows fast enough the house doesn't heat as easily. Mr
Gotki came down Thursday or yesterday and said he hoped to have the
new fan to iInstall this week and we hope so too. Imckily fete ordered
one when we first had trouble, thinking if anything did bappen it
would be as well to have an extra fan.

Have been working hard on Christmas cards, somehow
I never think it will take as much time as it does to send them and
so many I want to write a little note or a real letter with them,
Have about 100 to do and most have notes,then the local ones after
that. We have gotten lots of nice ones Lnia yvear and it is fun to
have messages from the different people. Yot one tﬂ—uﬂy addressed
Hr and Mrs Whyte, Banff, from Claresholm where we don't know any
one we can thigk. oInside a nice card with " a Merry Ymas to ir
and drs Whyte™ A not a word of who it is from. I took it back to
the post office and told them to try another family, it wasn't sealed
g0 they can try all the Whytes and Whites.

et the Vallances yesterday atxtkex¥est over town and
they came down for a short time in the afterncon as they wanted the
neice from Efngland who has Just come over to see our house. She is
& most attractive girl, a trained nurse and wants to stay In Canada.
Will do specialing here in Banff ., The kids are still coming in and
out, Jonnie was over the other evening again and Pete kept him quiet
while I was writing by giving him plasticine and he made an Eskimo
Pog team, dogs and all, it had a lot of action. then a sort of screen
with " the little lord Jesus " in a sort of manger and several
angels leaning over the back of the screen and one in front. He has
the greatest lmagination and describied what " we " could make, the
whole scene like a Creche, camels and all, I hope he doesn't plan to
do it Christmas eve and over herel




*o-day they had Santa Claus in the store, and Mom helps
in handing out the pop corn and popciles, they Eace away 300 so 1
guess most of the kids in town were there, She sald some were very
cunning. Jonny was there and finally came over, of course he doesn't
believe in Santa anymore and “om saii sort of swaggered over knowing
all about it, Santa said " and what do you want this Christmas 2 W
Mom couldn't quite catch what Jomny said but she gave him some pop
corn and he went on. Later while another little kid was talking to
Santa Jonnie ran up to him and pointing to the large space between
his teeth said " you can bring me two front teeth ! " BMom said he
was too funny the way he did it. She was down to supper to-night
and seemed in excellent spirits, 1s over her cold and feeling fine.

Everyone seems to have colds, much coughing and sneezing.
Wonder if it is the kind you had,

You know I am so disappointed about the awful Christmas
prezents I sent to the states, yesterday I was in the Home Industries
and was talking to Mrs Oxbonough and she said that since last summer
you could send a five dollar gift free of duty to the states or England,
lts too bad they wouldn't put it in the newspaper so one would know,
I remember the times when I sent parcels as you do with several tied
up inside and they copened them a11 and naturally left them all tn-
tied and in a mess, Yo tell me if they open what I have sepnt and if
there was any duty tm pay_and on what, I thought Lr;tuirp un&e* &
dollar went in unopened. Jext year I will write to the American
Consul and see what is what. None of your parcels are even opened
just stamped " duty free."

liaybe I had better do more cards. I sent Mildred a book
when 4+ found out she was to be with vou, and now I almost wish T
had sent her a book I sent you. " Curtain Time " If she would rather
have thfgat perhaps vou could swap.

We have three days holiday at Christmas as 1t comes on a
bunday, that is Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. Nice for people who want
to go home but sort of a prolonged holiday for people like us. Even
the stores will be closed. and the same over New lears.

AMerry Christmas to you all and a great deal of love
always from us both.
Calll

S,
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Banff,Alberta.
Wed .Dec .21,1949,

Dearest Mother,

I really don't know why I plan anything ahead, iss
not like New England where one does more or less what one plans
ahead, guess you would have a fit here. Sometime ago I had it all
nicely figured out that I would clean a bit each morning and then
maybe write the messages in answer to letters on the cards in the
afternonn, sounded nice and easy, but somehow it hasn't worked
out that way at alll I used to be able to address half the cards
we send in one evening, but had forgotten we send twice as many
as We used to, then last year Pete would often fall asleep in his
chair at night and it would be after ten when we went up, but this
year he doesn't sleep like that and feels like going to bed about
9.80 so naturally the evening is shorter. lhen we both had colds
and that slowed us down a lot.

Now it is just a couple of days till Christmas and
the house is such a mess. Pete had sort of larangitus last night
and this morning, sounded like your cough must have been, sa I
gave him hot lemonade and even tried a mustard plaster this morning,
he went to the doctor this afterncon but it is nothing serious pust
sounds bad but I am always afraid of colds in the chest. Was going
to finish cleaning the living room but instead finished writing all
but one Christmas card.

Now it is Thursday night and 1 am not mueh further
ahead, We did get all the cards but one sent this menring, the
local ones amount to nearly 50, but people are always saying ours
ls one card they always keep so one can't very well disappoint them.

Yesterday afterncon we just thought we would go up
fot the mail, stopped for Pete to speak to the doctor ( I was afraid
of his cold getting in his chest too deep ) and while I was maiting
Margaret Hemsley, ©yd Vallances neice came along, so I asked her
to come sit in the car and when Pete came we took her up to the
Post office, then we had %o see Allan, as he had been down in the
morning quite worried about Mr Scott, who is in his 70s and suddenly
realized that he couldn't see out of his poor eye at all, and the
other one was getting tired doing all the work, so #llan pretended
he had to go to Calgary Thursday and would take him along. Asked
us if we knew a good doctor, so we offered to telephone Dr Rilay
and ask him, which we did and he told us who to tell 4llan to see
and the time, so we had to tell Allan. Margaret hadn't been to the
skating rink at all so we told her she better come. Allan wasn't
there so we watched a little and tried to talk her into trying to
skate, she had only ever tried once before and hadn't been able to
even stand up. She was game to try and gust as She was putting on
skates lirs Simspon§ came along, so we turned her omer to her and
she knows just what to tell a beginner to do and so took her
around the rink twice and she never fell down once. Was auite
tickled and ¥8s to have gone back to-day at three for Mrs Simspon
to help her, We thought she would meet People that way too.




hs Allan hadn't come we decided not to wait and found he
was at his house all the time putting up their Christmas tree,
So went in there and he was very pleased, but my whole planned
afternoon was completely shot as you may imagine. Last night I
directed the local Christmas cards and would have had them all
stamped and ready but Mr Pekuet came in with something for Hom
and so had those to do Thursday,

Now it is Friday, Yesterday I did get the front room sort of
finished and Pete brought the tree in, We put it in a little
wooden bucket and fossil stones around it -sort of wedged in and
it will stand up. ¥Wee I thought we should do the kitchen after
lurich and then go out but Pete thought If we just went for the
mail and right back,and then we picked up something for supper
and ran into Mr Bloedel and brought him down to the house and he
wanted his daughter Virginia to see something so she and his wife
came back with him later so you can imagine how much of the kitchen
was cleaned, We had to do that this morning. Pete thought it woul &,
be fun to decorate he tree last night so we did that.

Now Jonny is here and we are going over to do some last
mintie shopping, so will send this along. Yot a nice letter from
both you and Jean to-day written the last weekend. they came
right through .

Loads of love and if this reaches you in time
tell Middred her wonderful box of caramels came several days

ago. We couldn't resist opening them Just Pg¢ to be sure smothing
had happened to them on the way!l

4 Happy New l1ear to you all and a great deal of
love and wish we weee there,

More love

C




Banff,Alberta.
Mon.Yec.26,1849,

Dearest Mother,

1 habdly know where to begin and can't remember when
I last wrote but i1t must have been last week sometime and so much
has been going on ever since, In the first place I had better thank
you for the really lovely presents, all except the enclosure in a
recent letter, I Just remembered it wasn't to be opened until Xmas
and of course can't for the life of me remember wﬂﬁe I put it. Thats
the trouble cleaning off the dining room table anddesk, don't lnew
where anything i, except that nothing has been thrown away. Looked
a little but decided I had bekter write instead to-night and wait
until morning to hunt. “tupld of me I know but there has been so
much to think of and try to do.

the day before

Maybe I had bebter start with the day hefore,Christmas
which was Feldayay. The house wasn't too bad and I think I \did manage
to tidy the kitchen, had given up all ldea of, washing the kitchen
floor, (just as well so many have been over it] and the silver has gone
uncleaned. We got some more notes off with cards and did a few more
errands and shopping. Fete took Lloyd Harmon to the house while I got
some of those scenes for a viewer that we got for farold for Xmas, &
little projector really. Then I had promised Edmee sometime to make a
wreath for her door, and so we finally Just before dark went out the
west road to look for green things, however they weee so shribeled up
and dead looking we finally got an extra tree and cut off the branches
and then stuck holly in here and there. I was busy making or getting
ready to make the wreath when Dr Robinson came with a sketch to show
us and a present for each of us. A 2 1lb. box of Page % Shaw chocolates
for me and a lovely cashmere gcarf for fete which was very nice. so
once again I stabted the wreath with newspaper on the dining table and
spare ribs in the oven, when Mom came along with a wonderful mince
pie. She made us a Christmas cake, shortbread and cookies and then two
ples! We made her stay tc supper and I moved the half £inished wreath
to the desk, %e were in the midst of supper when first Jonnie came
along, “hristmas excitement. He walked straight in and through to our
tree and set down a large round parcel, tied at both ends as you would
do up a molasses kiss with a twist of phe paper. It had looked like
g little girl's pigtails so he had pasted on bits of paper on the masn
part of ithe bundle to make eyes nose and mouth. He has the greatest
imagination!

He were eating mince ple about then,so he had to have
some with us and a glass of milk, before we were through Harold came
along and of course he liked mince pie as much as Jonnie. The piece
I gave Harold was bigger than the one Jonnie had so Jonnie had to have
another bit and then Jonnie having had two , Harold had to have two!
By then half of our Christmas pie was gone and Mom came down the next
day with another\

During all this confusion I managed to finish the
wreath for Edmee and get a bow tied on and it really was very pretty




Mom had two calls to make with presents for friends and it was snow-
ing out so we took her along with us and lefitlher at the 2nd house for
the evening while we went up to Edmeés, stayed there just s short
time and then came home as I had all the family parcels still to do
up and worked until nearly eleven. [id lauddry that day too.

Well that was Friday,and the day before Christmas y Saturday
was even worse. First thing we did was make another little wreath
for bleanor Luxton the girl we took the little tree tod last Year.
We had sort of forgotten about her but knew she liked the tree for
the table center so made a small wreath also of spruce and holly and
then got some fancy candles, one in the shape of a red flower and
two little eskimos and two polar bears. We did last minute errands
getting Davy a sweater he wanted and seeing about the goose they
had forgotten to draw for us ete. Then took the wreath to bleanor
which pleased her very much and came home for an early lunch and to
stuff the goose and get it cooking. Pete made another six cards
while I did up the last parcels and it was getting too dark and then
Dr and Nellie #acKenzie came to deliver the books. The Jjoke was that
they couldn't get the back of the car open and it must have taken
5 or 10 minutes to unlock. The books were in perfect condition so
you needn't have worried, Nellie thought Duncan had brought them here
when they girst came back,and he was so busy he forgot and hen it
became a joke between all of us. The children's part of the library
hasn't opened yet so they are in plenty of time.

lfhey made about an hours call as we got talking about all
sorts of things and then he had to go to give a young mother with
& children a blood transfusion. She is anezmic and they figured if
they did that it would sort of buoy her up for over the holigay |,
especially Christmas. We saw him later and he said it nad worked
allright. The blood cames from the blood bank in Calgary but the
train was latep and didn't get in until 4.

After they left, the goose was cooking itself and smelling
very nice too all this time., We went down to Mrs Browns with a
basket of fruit and a chegue too. Her husband died and she is a shy
little soul who doesn't go out much, thoughf her family are here,
Her husband was in the reserve army with Pete. Then we dropped in a
few minutes to see Barbara Brewsterjho's husband George died a couple
of years ago. and then home for goose. Mom couldn't come for supper
as a couple were to call at 7 so we gave her a plate of Eoose, mashed
potato€ and gravy.

By this time we had dishes from all day to wash and those were
done and I had my dress changed when Allan Mather came over to see if
we were golng over there which we nearly always do on Christmas eve.
e brought us a wonderful present of preserves and shortcake from Grace,
otayed for a short time and then we gathered the present s for them
and went on over there. Mrs Simpson and the MacKenzies were there
Barbara and Betty Painter came later., Grace's sister Lilla Wright
always comes, she is a district nurse 100 miles north of Edmonton,
has to cover a large area and gives talks on Sanitation and Health
I think more than the actual nursing but am not sure. fe always have
4 good time there and it was midnight when we got hdme

Barbara had asked if we would be over around nine Christmas




morning so we knew we would have to be up early. We woke early
enough to hear the round the Empire*( or Commonwealth as they now
say ) broadcast from England which was very good and then the King.
Then got up, had breakfast and without looking at any of our presents
went over to the kids with theirs. They had all been late getting up
and so were in the midst of paper and presents and all excitement.
Barbara had not only woven but made plaid shirts for all the bbys
and Jann# had his on over his long underwear and no socks or shoes.
lie was so ewcited he was everywhere. Barbara has given me the
prromise of weaving some curtains for the living room, we will
figure out the design later. So thats pretty nice.

After half and hour or so we went up to Mom's with her

r—present, then back here and opened a few of our things. Pete has

| given me a wonderful thing to look at slides in. Quite large so

| that the picture is big enough to really see, about 5 by 7 inches
dond we have been locking at slides pretty nearly ever since! for
' everyocne who comes in likes to see it, kids and all.

Then we thought of Sam and Cis for three of the couples they
see the most of are away, two having left Banff and wme thought they
might feel not very gay, saﬁent up there at eleven. They were just
up and baving breakfast so we stayed a little while, then to the
Rileys to see iIf the house had been warm etc when they got in as
luckily Mr Hanson had gotten some one to put the fire on rather than
Pete, Then home to lunch 66 cold goose,

After lunch we thought we would try to make our regulddr calls
and then come home for the rest of the day. Went first to Mrs Moffat
( we knew that most people have a late lunch because if they don't
get up early they don't get the turkey in the oven in time for an
early Christmas dinner ) Mrs Hoffatt was very pleased and we ®mould
gee only one other person had been up the walk since the snow the
evening before. Then to the Parises as Pete always goes there as he
has done since he was a little boy. They wanted us to come back to
have Christmas dinnmer with them but we thought it would be too much.
for you can't just eat and run , it is a whole eveddpg. We also
went to Unele Jack Campbell's to leave a present for Uncle Pete,
and then to HMrs Edwards. who feels very lonely since her favorite
song was killed overseas. She had her little & year old grandechild
with her and she was too cunning. Had a new set of dishes with a
little coffee percolator, and served us all with something. Asked
if I would like coffee first, went out to get it and then came in
and whispered to me " you know the coffee is just straight water.n
but we all drank it anyway . She even brought a cookie on a plate
to each of us,first placing a paper napkin on cur laps and giving
us each a knife and fork. She made numerous trips back and forth
to the kitchen and was so dalnty and sweet about the whole thing
and Mrs Edwards sald Lomraine would never stop talking about it.

After that we came home though we had been asked to the
Grahams for a Santa Claus and Christmas tree, but it was to be a
big affair and we decided that the older people mean't more to us
to go and see . We also were supposed to go to the MacKenzies too
but never got there.

When we came home we really opened the parcels from everyone
and what a lot of wonderful things we had. mostly from you.




You know you don't mark hho all the packages are for so we
try to guess and Pete was too funny. I had just opemdd the nice
blue mitts and the next package felt like mitts for Pete or maybe
socks so handed it to him, Next thing I new he looked much
embarrassed with a lap full of bright pink vests ! However I am
very pleased to have them for it seems to be hard to get ones with
ut " built up shoulders ' and these are Eine, also the two lovely
slips. The Gitwell books I am so glad to have for I have heard bout
them and they are the kind .of book JIenjov.

Tr M contumned N Shawu B wake wow
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Banff,41lberta.
Toes.Dec.27,18949,

Learest Mother,

10 continue where 1 left off in my letter last night
about the Christmas presents and our uay,Cﬂrxstﬁas Day .

I found the note you enclosed in one of your recent
letters which wasn't to be opened until Christmas and the wonderful
cheque for a Glad iron. lhankg you so much and for the thoughthhat
prompted it. To be perfectly honest I am not sure that I would use
one unless I start ironing the flanelette sheets we use, right now
I Just fold them and we use towels like bath towels and paper napkins
The only things I have to iran are shitis for Fete and my blouses,

a few ﬁandkies when we don't use Kleenex, the dish towagls and pll]0u
cases and the odd slip and now I have'Wo o* those that don't need
ironing ! However I will see, Lis Ward has one of the Glad irons
which she likes very much.

And now to go back to the Christmas gifts. The slips
are lovely ones and am so glad to have nylon ones to use, and Jean
was right I needed shirts. The bowels are the loveliest shades and
I felt like a bride with such lovely ones. I will tell Pete one
set is for him. The little pin cushion i1s a beauty and I wonder &id
Madge make it ? the aprons are lovely and I really needed some and
of course the dusters are so nice to have. nge&d the one with the
calico hand was a Dit gillly but will find a use for it, might be
good for polishing . Wasn't that or those the prettiest patterss on
the aprons ? The books we both like, Blueberries for Sue will go
with our Luckling book which all kids love, Johnny has already done
& good deal of chuckling aloud over Sue aﬁﬂ read bits out to us,
ihe landscape or rather Hudson Rimer painters looks most inkeresting
but to tell the truth so far I haven't had time to more than Flanoe
at the books as we opened the parcels, haeen't even 100ken at th
~piectures thoroughly. 4s I said in the other letter I am so glad La
have the 2itwell books. and the #artin Bovey one too as I have read
about him in the jourmal and you have spoken of his pictures and I

~c KNOW he comes west but have never seen any of his work.

ihe little dop fascinates us all. I got a larger one
I saw in Calgary to send to you originally but when it came it
wouldn't work at all so sent it back for another and they were sold
out. Some pecple had seen them but none as small and we have had
great fun with it, pushing the button. *he maple candy I have
promlsed to oppn when the children come over, and oh yes the book
about Louise #lcott I know will be good, remember reading childrens
bocks by Melgs I think. The little notes will help a lot to use
to write con for I am apt to say too much. and the pretiy calender
with the flowers I am going to use to remember birthdays as there
is a memorandum on the back where I can write the dates and then
circle tawdates on the calender in front, for I am always forgetting
birthdays.




2,

I needed the bed slippers badly and these are the VETY
prettiest ones I have had. And thank you too for the the dish
towels, pot holders and pretty paper napkins and the lovely little
wooden bowl. In fact thark you for all and for doing them up in
such a pretty selection of paper. Thank Jean for the Whitman's
candy. We don't get it here and I think it is awfully goocd, we
have put it away to eat later when there aren't so many people to
offer it too!

Rusty sent us a lovely colored photograph calender with an
especially pretty picture of the Wayside Inn, and then best of all
a little memo pad which is a lovely shade of red and has a pad

about £ inches thick and a little gold pencil in the red leather
cover., Gales present of little jars on a turn table thing for the
kitchen came to-day and a wonderful can of maple syrup from Kitty.

Johnny bought us a great big jar of hard candyles, Page &%
Shaw make, cost him a dollar too and sobnefi was in who saw him
buying it all by himself. When I thdnked him I said " 1 think you
must like these candies too ." and Johnny showed in his eyes that
was a good reason for buying it and he said " I thought you could
use the jar for something afterwards." Davy gave us a tin of peanuts
and Harold bought a jar of Barbara's best strawberry jam. She had
told them they would have to buy their presents with their own
money but he thought a jar of her best jam would be what I would
1like most, so she said he could have one and he asked how much it
would cost, so she said she thought 25¢ would be what it was worth
and he gave her a quarter.

We had just finished opening our parcels when Johnny arrived
to see what we got and how we liked his present and then Harold and
Lona and Mary Lee came in. They looked at everything and then me we
were looking at slides in the new Table Viewer they had to have a
look too. When they got a little rambunctious in the front room I
suggested gingerale in the kitchen and they all came out for that.
+hen Uon Becker and his son Donny came to pick up Lona and they had
never been in so came"Just for a minute " Jonnny had to show Lonny
verything getting down one of the eagle hats and putting on an
impromptu Indian dance, then Donny had to try it feeling perfectly
at home evidently, so we got the other hat off the wall and the
two of them danced a reg r war dance, it was perfect and they
weren't a bit selfconscious either.

They all left but Johnny and I suddenly remembered a letter
from Chuek Millar that came two days before Christmas asking to
borrow some money as his daughter wanted to get married before New
Years, They always return what they borrow and here we had forgotten
to even answer, so rushed a letter off and heard the train come in
on time so rushed to the station, the conductors saw me run down the
platform to the mall car and held the train , so I wished them a
lerry Christmas and said thanks and they were very nice about it.

Un the way home,I still out of breath,we thought of Jackie
50 went up there. If we don't goc they act as if we didn't want to
and had neglected them,but it is a little forced,as I don't think
florence is too friendly really. But Jackie was in a pleasant frame
of mind and we had a nice short visit. then just went up to young
Jimmy ®impson's as it is Larril's first Christmas, but they were out
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s0 left a note to come on down when they could. %e then had our
supper and had Just gotten settled down in the front room after
doing a good batch of dishes I guess, and Don Becker came back with
a present from Lona. ! a beaded bookmarker " made on & loom such as
I used to have, and then sewn on a bit of buckskin, our initials
burnt into the buckskin. P C W! It must have been a great effort to
make and we were very pleased, Yon stayed to look at some slides
and he was still here when Jimmie and Larri came ih and by the time

they left afédr a very nice visit &ﬁswa idnight. i was g busy

L-hri mas da; for us, Y *.m.&,. Qe mju.\ 1 T&.\mw zu.ﬁg wﬁmf
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e Monday, which was Boxing day and also a holiday was Jjust about
as busy. We didn't have to get up early so had breakfast at ten,
then as Col Moore had g¥ven me an old book about the Bonecord Fight
ithat hlis father or grandfather had had and which must be very rare:
and to Pete a Bayonet his grandfather had bought in Germany in 1870
something and which was used in the Franco Frussian War. we went
over to the hotel to thank them, had a nice wvigit there until nearly
noon, then to Uncle Jack Campbell's to see Kenneth and also Uncle

wPete. We had been asked to one o'clock dinner there but Pete didn't
want to go to such a long drawn out afternoon as it would bef Mom
went and didn't get home until ij} 80 we came back here for lunch.

Were just in the midst of washing the dishes when Grace Hather
came in with her sister ILilla and they made us quite a call. I broke
the cork in the bottle of sherry and we showed them the slides in thé
viewefdr and all in all they stayed sometime. Lilla is guite a
wonderful girl really and full of vigor. When they left I again
got hot water and had to rewash the silver which hadn't beep *wiped
and showed spots of soap, had Jjust put it into the drainer [When
Uladys Atkin and Noel Gardiner from Flat Creek B.C.came in after
skiing. They want us to visit them this spring for skiing in Glacier
Park where he is a game warden. Gladyes takes slides so they too had
to be shown the viewer. They were Just going when the Fileys dropped
in, and again we whowed off the viewer. I can sae where wg will use
it a lot to show people a few special slides &f the things they are
interested in,and you can see very vlearly even in summerx daylight
whereas in summer it is never dark enocugh in the evening to show
slides. but this way they are sparklingly clear and fun to see.

By the way have you in your attic any of those boxes that the
square shaped chocolate pepermints come in? The ores in a little
envelope. Those bomes are juft the right size to hold slides and
as. thes Viewer holds about 25 or 30 at a time I will have to resort
the slides sc as to have Lhen rﬂddy for showing. If you haven't

any little boxes maybe a box,o se gints w d he nicﬁ togsend
us from time o tin:e ? u, "f -*. EWE"“I
W WA QL ¢

Pete seems t navp mcra things ﬁnnpvn to him, Had a sort of
cist develope on his right hand , right on the back near his wrist.
Pat said one day he could but it out, but after the holddays , Then
Duncan MacKenzie looked at it and said if it ds cut out it jLSL
comes back. best way is to knock it out on an Oxford Vietionary.
ﬁidh’t sound very pleasant. Pete showed it to Dr Rilay and he just
felt it a bit and then told Pete what to do,(Mrs nilag and I had
gone into the kitchen as they were just 13av~vr at six) and he told
Fete to ralse his arm a certain way and then he cracked the thing
with B4R the side of his hand and it disappeared, but not without




harting ! and it had been rather unexpected, but he said he did it
to lots of the nurses who get them. Pete doesn't know how his came
but it is often from some strain. He said 90 times out of 100 vou
could get rid of them that way .

We heard a train come in Just after they left and hoped it was
the first one late,as Percy Woodworth and his wife, the fame warden
from Lake Louise were golng to England and Switzerland on a trip
and we wanted to wish them s good one. We dashed to the station
but it was the 2nd train so had missed them, gave a little old lady
Mrs Bollans a ride homw and then as we came in the yard a car drove

out fo we must have had callers while out.
“..,1[%5{ B s o} ot

this time ¥e were duite weary, had our u rE then had
Just sat down when Dr Riley came back to put a tight | h.uanﬁ on

Pete's hand to Keep the thing from forming again t didn't make it
very comfortable last night but itsa relief to have the thing gone.

Ee stayed quiée a while and we talked painting as he is a prize winner

ﬂﬂ& the UOCtOP{:It sts. .JE -.ash%ﬁl ol :j-lg fo « r; back Hmﬁtﬂuﬁﬁ

n;ter he le wrote you until after ten when we wertl to bed.

lo—day is another sort of holiday, the Gov't men are working but
the stores are closed . Again we were late getting up ard it was a
real winter day, snowed steadily, a fine snow all day and was cold,
zero or below all day and a cold north or esast wind. We rot the mail
this #morning right after breakfast, three letters from you. 17th 18th
and Zlst I think it was.-and lots more cards. the kids counted ours
yesterday and we had over 200. ‘hen we went to the Reckers to thank
Lona for her card and bookmarker and to return Don's gloves he had
left. The kids were so cunning up there, Lona making dolls clothes
with her grandmother and Billy MacKenzie was there too.

Emen We stopped in gt the Simpsons ong the way back as we hadn't
seen them yet and sawm thexh presents etc. Then we also had beer to see
Mom & few minutds, Lunch about one and before I had started on the
dishes Susan and Lael MacDougal who is here for the holidays and is
the little girl sc very interested in Indians, came along. Lael on
sfHowshoes and wearing the mocassins we had FJJEF her. They had to see
slides in the viewer, all of which takes time to show, and the &he—o
other things, but tney helped me do all the dishes For Z meals which
was nice.

We were due at the Painters for tea and I had just gotten reads
and my coat on when Dr ni]cg came_to return a book and WnTtPP us to
go up there for a Tom and Jerry. Jo we promised to after first golng
for the mail, mailed my letter to you too but it may not go very guick
as the trains were late due to slides west. Then to the Painters or
tea and a very pleasant time as there were a nice group of people.
and up to the Rileys where the &lk is always fun. and home after six.

4nd now I have written you most all evening and think I will
have to go to bed as it is nearly tem ! But you can see we have been

rather busy. I don't know but Christmas in Concord is more fun in
many ways asg you can sit at home and enjoy the new books !

Loads of love and a2 happy Mew *ear too.

CalB oranre




Banff Alberta,
~hurs.Night,
Hec, 29,1945,

Dearest Mother
3

We are still going fairly steadily and when we aren't
we seem to have stacks of dishes to do, %hink I may have written you
Tuesday night about going to the Fainters to tea and then to the
Riley's afterwards for Tom and Jerrys, for I believe I wrote, letters
to you that night.

It snowed all day Tuesday, & very fine snow and all
day yesterday a heavier snow with the result that we have 18 or 18
inches piled up and some places even deeper. Last night at 11 p.m.
it was-18'below and this morning a surprising 30'above ! Cuite a
sudden change, & chinook blew in from the coast which raised the
temperature and also blew the lovely clumps of snow off the trees
which wa s disappointing,

Yesterday was VWednesday and the first ime the stores
were opened since Christmas eve, so we went for mail and did errands
after a rather late breakfast., I had planned to clean up the scattered
Christmas paper ete. but Pete thought we should go out first and do
it after an early lunch, we were just eating lunch when Jonny came =
we suggested he go up and clean off Mom's walks which he did like a
very good boy. Looked too cunning with his red short Dlanket coat
and the large snow shovel over his shoulder, told him she would pay
him which she did and we would give him mince pie when he geot back,
Before then Sam came along, and so we all had mince pie and ice creapy
to-gether. Mom gave us two and Cis one mince pie so we have been li-ving
well and even serve it to guests!

Sam hadn't been here before, at least not since Xmas
so we showed him all the things and the viewer and Jonny loocked too
and it was nearly fbmee when we all went up.fEE;EEeEmail to-gether,
then as we had gotten a card for Uncle Pete ¥ We drove by there
and Jonny and I went in. Jonny up to see Uncle Pete on his own and
we could hear bhem talking upstairs. When we got home we had all the
dishes to do from the evening before, breakfast and lunch and did
those, It was a real blizzard outside and a cold wind from the north
and the snow about & foot deep by then and we were glad b be home and
pretty sure on a miserable night like that no one would bother to come
and see us, 2o for the first time that day we both sat down in the
living room and I started the introduction on the " Concord Fight "
book that Lol Moore gdve me. written by Ezra Ripley, I got about a
quarter way through the first page when ¥there was a great noise of
stamping feet at the back door and in the hall so out I went wonder—
ing which kid it could be, and of course it was Sir Norman Watson !

We gave him some sherry and by then it was five some-
thing so by six Pete suggested he stay for supper. I hustled about
and used some left over gravy to marm up gEoose legs in, and mashed
jotatoes and onions in the two pressure eookers and then mince pie =
and coffee, Ye seemed to enjoy it, but it felt cold after eating and




so we put a fire in the fireplace and sat around and talked about
all sorts of things, mostly world conditions and he does most of the
talking, smoking one cigarette after another, At the Simspons he
stayed until & o'clock one morning and smoked all his cigatetts

then Jimmie's and then the top row of the box Mrs Simspon had bought
to offer people during Christmasl alsc he hglped consume most of

a bottle of rum in hot toddies during the evening. We had apricot
braddy in tiny glasses so not much of that was used even if he did
have four or five glasses of it.

He was guite interesting about some things but said that the
world he had known in fmgland was really gone. Not one of his friends
lived in the same house they had lived in before the war, either
it was too Wig and they had to move to a smaller one or were hombed
out or not as well off., As a boy of 18 he had started the first World
War in the army, being the only officer not killed in his company
at the Somme, then he was a r ear gunner in the Air Froce I think he
sald all through the rest of that war. In between he built ai® Craft
etec and then was in the Air Force in the £nd war. and now he says he
is building A48 pldds for a 3rd world warl, Thinks it is all fantastic
and too much for one person'S lifetime. He never mentions what he
plans to do at Temple or Skoki and we don't like to .ask,

About 11, after 53 hours we were getting rather weary, and so
Pete made up some excuse about having to bathe his hand in hot water
ang ( Br Riley had suggested that the first night if it was painful)
an® that sort of got Sir Norman thinking of going to bed and he

finally left. Sut of course we were pretty tired this morning.

Oh yes and to make matters less pleasant our kitchen sink plugged
before supper and we couldn't force it twsugkt through so didn't do
last night's dishes,

This morning the sink was no better so set out after breakfast
to find Sob Watt and he said he would be down in half ané& hour which
he did, and had to go up onto the roof to poke down through the vent
to clear it, then as he is one of the skiers he came in and looked at
the models and as we had just gotten a wonderful ski book from Russ
we showed him that, So it was lunch time when he left. as soon as
lunch we knew with it 85%above by then and the snow getting heavy we
would have to take the snow off the eaves so it wouldn't start melting
and backing up underneath. It was a heavy job, Pete did that and I
cleared our paths ete. Then Jonny came over to see if I would go to
Bobbie Smiths to tea with Barbara and Grace, but I felt too tired in
a way and not like going, and gettingcleaned up and all,\ the house
still hasn't been tidied{l 5o we went for the mail, saw how 4llan
was getting on cleaning the skating rimk in case he was having trouble,
picked up Grace, then Barbara and drove them up to Deer St. in the
Jeep, When we got back Pete ran up and down the road a bit to pack
it down and I dug a path for the milkman and as we had done the huge
stack of dishes from the night before after cleaning the roof,we
declded we would again sit down and look at the Christmas books in
peace and guiet before supper.l happened to look out and Dr Hobinson
and his wife and daughter were walking through the snow from Moms
house,

They all came in awmd had had tea but Dr Bobinson who had
a cup of coffee with me, that sort of buoyed me up a bit and they




did enjoy showing the house and things to the daughter FPegszy who
had Just come from the coast, after sitting near Glacier B.C. for
13 hours on a train because of an avalanche. Mrs R, couldn't say
ehough about how much the doctor was getting out of painting and
he bpought a sketch to show us.

It was supper time when they left. We have also had numerous
visits from our friends the deer, It is just as if they knew about
the Christmas cards and this afternoon as the Hobinsons came along
two little deer that haven't been here before came to the door and
are sc tame and plump for deer it was fun to feed them. One deer
with nice antlers came this morning and around one horn was draped
a long piece of tinsel, I saw him again later in the day and it was
still on his antler but wound around a bit more, Did look funny.

M“&n(,_%fm r
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