this is BRussell's and Kitty's wedding annivers:
I always forget it, happened to write up my diary and
Your nice letter written “unday Just came and we a
you liked the little Pewter vase, I think it is Da
a girl here Imports 3ovely things from there and tt
sh

remembered.
ggad that
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espetially nice, I had a hard time plcking which
and then thought this might be different for flowers.,
viewer works well and 1s easy to manage, we have one tk

but this one scunded sasgéer to use and we thought when

in and you had a few slides you maybe wanted them to see tha ¥
could Just slide them through, no screens and lights etec. to hﬂthhﬁ
with., Of course I am hoping to get a lot of our slides sorted out and
mounted and then send you the duplicates., But you will have to he
patient. Hight now we have so many thapk you notes to write. Just
yesterday three new presents came. & lovely soft scarf from Jessie
Brown to match the gloves she sent pefore., ohetland Isles Or Fair
lsles, lovely colors. I it
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wore 1t last night as it 1s short and narrow
and Just right on cold nights. Then we got a nice ! tin of Phort
L

bread from Greta Lauder, Harry Lauder's neice, and a book from Mr

Young in Scotland, ﬁﬁE‘ 11 like to &er% something in appreciation of
the parcels. ‘ﬂ-\hn wd.\ mﬂu Nahl

We had quite a busy New lears in the end. Of course
I can!t remember Z&r I last wrote, these holidays have he all mixed
up. must have been Sunday I wrote. We called on Mrs Moffat ne
aftfrnuun, the dear LEL, brightest and cheeriest little

loves to have us come. Then to the Vallances at Home

nice, Jjust the right a-mount. We were all supposed to

short time but most of us went early and stayed unti 1

all had a good time and the people were:'all f“‘ehm“ have told
this. It was very cold and frosty, had been-: 01 407 that morning.

Monday was still celd,

norning rr, then Jonny came over and on ey -
us that John Ness was in the hospital so P went to see him and
though very 111 he brightened up on seeing Pete le went again yes-
terday but old John was just sitting in a ir and didn't know him
at all, Pete said he looked as if he were i ! lan s
so deaf now the famlily couldn't make him
went to the Wards but Sam was out and we in 't sta:
fﬁulv go back later, lThen we thought it a good chance

1lie PunJe. She is nearly 70 I would ’:'?':: and had y
100a..: fter her husband Bi foble i he -
of the hraén and didn't remember things ha be ' h
time as he would wander away. People knew him and would bri
but it was all very difficult and i :
back in the first war and he would
things ete, He finally died last spring




thin and old looking as could be. She went to the coast
and got a rest but she still was J“&tt} thin. Then this
friends she met either here in summer or on & boat going
countiry, asked HET to come toChicago for a visit, and with
urging she went. Seems that the brother of these friends is
millionarge, so Eeélje says, and she had the most wonderful
can imagine. It really tells like a story book, she speaks wi
real lancashire accent aﬂu drops Hs and adds them and is most amusing
She sees the fun in things and I can just imagine what fun the -fow1d
had ullOE-i.r'l ner ""J'.i"!a:-\.a -:.nu Tn-...n'“" qu,'I‘ 1a Llr: ¥ '.:.:ﬂ!’-' told us in all
seriousness that she had memories of the visit that would last her a
lifetime and all she had to do was just think back on them."Whylshe
said " we lived like milliﬂnuPJES on pheasant and quail and partiidge
not Jjust chicken " and they took her to night clubs and"we had =11
kindsof Cocktails®, She calls them"Cocktiles " and in her words,
" 'oward would say,'avehanother Grassopper,Nellie ! evidently this
was a kind of cocktail. tbnc was really a gcream telling about it all
nLast thing 'oward said was , 'Ne'll be seei ng you in Florida next
winter." and be evidebtly has bought a 60 foot yacht that will hold
8 people and intends to cruise all around near florida. It really
is like a dream for her after the yrars she had with Bill and he was
the kind that when they did go places they never saw much. We had
guite a call there, ﬁonn; consuming great wuantities of candy.

lom was dq%r and had supper with us that night and then we
spent a very guiet New *E“PE eve golng to bed early and hearing the
New +ear in nﬂen fulLJ Montgomery rang the bells on the Anglican
Cl -

uxch where they have a carilon, it dig ﬁourd nice in the frosty air.
New lears day we cooked a goose, starting it at 9.30 with

apple stuffing which 1s quick and easy Jonpu and Billy came in about
eleven and wanted to try the snowshoes, so ’ctﬁ he 1 tip them on
they were in and out the rest of the day. There was ‘ong cold
wind so they got cold but ran fast enough to keep warnp both were
have supper in the late afternoon, or dinner and looked so hungry as
the goose smelled better and Dcttﬂ? that we just had to ask them 1
lunch, there was 1@%31 Just mean't a little more potato and turnips.
e diﬂn‘t do muchdb f%'und call on the Scotts, Mr Scott having had
the same thing Pete did a real bug going around. I wrote three letters
but otherwise basting the goose and watching the kids occupied the
morning. As soon as lunch was over about 2 o'clock, Jon and 2ill were
off on the snowshoes again and then Garry MacCullough arrived and the
three of them took turns, always one and maybe two being in the kitchen
watching the other making a new trail,

i'F.E were still '-'J':I.Shiﬂ' G‘-'TE‘..’IF'S when Verne Castella L'l"DﬁlJ‘(fl in
and I let Pete talk to him while I finished up the pots and pans but
before he left the Lou Luxtons came to see us, t:;v had never been
down before, at least she hadn't. they are UJJJ@ 2 parents. They
were so interested in everything, even the little igures. Hareold
came about then and the kids all had gingerale and fruit cake in the
kitchen and really looked aftertbquplves pretty muech. Garry said h
was golng skating but that this was much more fun. Before the
&Lwtups lpft Jimmy Lamb came for just a minute and stayed until six.
+he kids had gone, Jon at 4 for his supper: and Pil1l and Garry at five.
When they left Lne“ callnq, " thanks Catharine for a swell time and
thanks for the fefreshments.




We never went out as we had planned to see Edmee,o: .-a cocktadl
party we hadn't wanted to go to,and went

Zfesterday there were errands to be done and we went roumd by
Edmees in the morning bu? they weren't up. so went back in the afternoon
( as well as 2 trip the bank ) and made quite = “f uhere and
saw their Chrittmas presen Then to the ds and ag am was out.
As we came home Freddy sby told us ?2'”L Bess and fewton were
looking for us and we met them on the road fxﬂ
Had come all the way up from Calgary to see ua return t*u books and
bring us a lobely box of red Chrysanthemums, and Croton leaves
come from Honmolulu, but which they had ?F;rk seen before,andx they ane
all varigated colors and used for table decorations. are flown over.

+hey stayed until dix looking at the new “ﬁUbE and
fipures ete, Jonny came over with Barbara as they had lef
vith her when we weren't home and as Jonny had met EﬁtLJ before
were old friends. He is so proud of the little figures
you sent them specially for him he couldn't have

When they left we had to put he car away so took
Hawaiian leaves to Pearl Moore at the Mt bLoy ad she
EC up To the Wards that evening foxrxikx so we said we
guick supper here and then drove her up and Edmee
"e had a2 nice time and everyfome was pleased. Pearl i
really enjoyed it as she doesn't ke big crowns any more

o that brings us around to to-da
will® nhve to get busy 5tr&1rntene£4h ul

Have you seen the book on is gotten out by

Geopraphic ? I sent for one “u an Vallance and n 1

wants one for a nephew in Eng and we would like one fox OJP elve 5.
It is so nice now there are no restrictjnns on sending money across
the line and so I am going to order two coppies to be sent to you,
éne to send on %o s as soon as it comes. the other f you to look
at and read before sending to us. There is duty if :hey come direct,
-ney are the lovellest and most inséresting pi;tur&"

Jarblett would Rike to see them and the reading par

too

Do hope you will fedl better soon, Mildred wrote us
letter and seemed Lo be enjoying the guiet time and was }
she could entertain you a bit for a change , like

7

Lots of people here have had colds too.

Loads of love,

Cﬂj&M‘




Dearest Mother,

Two nice letters have just come
so glad that you are better, you didn't exactly
letters sounded so. "e are so pleased that the
works so well and I must get busy and mount some to s
have one too but an older model and you have teo push
in and pull it out in a certain way and sometimes the
cateh, but otherwlse it is guite wonderful and we find
or three people i1t 1s the best way to show them & few slides.

g are interested in the Concord football team
but didn't know much about it until you told us they went off
to play ete. ihat was a very nice letter to read.

i onnuu

lhe, Wirangler you sent of brlir
get but didn t th,?u year, maybe it got lost ) =
reason it was sent to Buss or you is because of the
Lrling when he bought the place at Stowe. flembmber you
some money as I couldn't at the time due to Fbfeien BEx
TEHHlmtJGI and he paid 1t all fﬁﬂf Russ ought to
some time and see the place

e sre having a nicﬂ
above to-day but after the cold
it seems real warm, has been
encugh snow to make 1t |
en the ©°ki Hill this morning
cod-bye to Sam and Cis ins trad.
pGrayhoond bus, spend a n
Falls, Butte Montanag Idaho {1115 and Salt
. Vegas Nevada and Los hrféﬁcﬂ and San vJ“ 40 38
Franecisco and the coast route ma.r# to »TrLgT._, :
until March I think. It is just 4 nigh to Los Rng

o

stop over where they like for

I forgot about the National bﬂD.. phics, you ¢an
send them anytime you like to us in ~anlL. The PhELOﬂS Is in
Calgary and they sometimes hold them there, write to us and ask
what they are,and then release them and they come on here, We
don't haveto go to Lalgary at all.

I am sure by Hildreds letter tl
her guiet stay with you, you know g a pleasure for pw
just be in the house and look at books and things and eat
food without cooking it 1

The C—a:]]p‘ﬂ-“llﬁ didn't mention the :"Z'D-ﬁﬂﬁ{} us
but the only word we have had since Christmas was rather
and since then they have been snowed in, so axpect you will
later, but in any case I will ask when 1 write, if of cour:
remember .




Betty lewton's address i 2515 5Sth.Bt.Wes ‘alpgary,Alberta,
ohe told us
country round
appreciate all

I never thought of the Loot
little people, we w i love ano
¥ary Lee and Lona would love thﬂ-
the other months like I wonder?
and Jonny boasts about their |

e for lunch
| i nly one man
afternoon, Now Lona and
are too =mall for me fu qomr we wil
she goes to “chool in Ca’ i

So will send tni

letter from *rs Brown about
hadn't gone to Honolulu ;3
I sh u'l":'l have answered
‘.A.Tr';j. our 'v'“""t"t"h s t‘1_—

S\Jo.up "3*0&19%

22»& tLéT'U§:5~ .
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if they had gone t

Jonny and Garry
after school. Jon with a bruise
it and they said that Victor had

t

MacCullom
OVEeT one
given it him.
was following them down they didn'8 want hin a
1y the the PetesCatharine Club can come, so Jonny
him first and hit back fairly good erack. Jonny didn't
seem to is 1]

nind and they ng al I iy that is
theze exclus] i

here and

membe
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the weekend and then of course never aq.
Jose Harris. Uid you by any chance get a ca
the family, such an attractive looking wit
so nice too. Will send you ours and then
it as we want to send it to Luey herr in

out nere.

Yesterday was a lovely day, sunny and
hardly any wind from the west. We went up to see
was coming on of the new Ski slope, got ‘there ab
stayed Two hours. fAbout 8 men and t:u women came
boys and they u:e gulte a bit alt her. Some choj
knocked off th hHFC1r5 and the rest put the green
on the fi s is quite hard wnnk but most of the
were sch ﬁul tﬁ r dentists F r people du
and 1t is I them. The men :_._-' i the 1little
want to ctop i lown but no one en;o;rﬁ ‘Jﬂ 01“
We were weary gh afterwards to stay aome
showers and ¥ things easy. We missed the
while we were both upstairs and Jinmi# u;ﬁufuu
thought it was the kids come back 3
dressed we didn't answer the dcar and the
when we heard an engine start up and were
truck drive away. Scon after Jonny and Garry
kKept us busy until it was ime for them EO

cleaning efforks. Bert I ad e Cau’ﬂ¢ on
fire underneath to warm l. z : before startir
errands and right after h at 2 PM. was Mr=s

The 4fte“nuﬁn
school,first lLoma, “ary Lee
and while they HCIP still npnt lool
gomery came along and stayed dnt__
sorry to delay our supper and
home !
Am so glad that you enjoy.the viewer
going find o how to send slides for you to lock
return. Like Dawailan ones.

We are going out now , It is so d: as a north
wind came along in the night and changed our lovely weather ?rtg
cold stormy day. misty lJok:hg with frost in the air and driftin
snow, the birds-are so busy. Dy the way I ordered the bird books
the national Geographic to be sent to you in uaﬂc;~’ ?ﬁﬂ
send us che copy as soon as convenient and the ] J“
the Bartletts and look at yourself before :'“f'"~ i cr; as
I1s no real hurry for it.The reading is inte i
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1ave a feeling that T haven't weitten you

zuess the resson why, we have been r
turuaj afternocn and i1f a lot of kids

get a chance to catch up on what we have been

bunday morning was lovely and we spent two hours

on the new Ski Hill heﬁpng, a late lunch and then we washed
etc. before Garry and Jonny dropped in and were "1f 18 LﬂUSfﬂF
as usual. That evening Pete had crar in hi g

made the freguent trips back and f h ‘whitéh
Lvi“ﬂntl was a return of the flu bug which ha W . 4“aurl.
dapbe 1t was 1lifting rather heavy 10 which s ed {t up galin
for he had fine and eaten a OJH Eour“ ] C 1
it =Lartnd How it ﬂa n't last as long *wnt t

E.-

aﬁn% oA ”‘1

{ 1 'e usual errands and thin
about and did a wash too, then just after lunch
came to borrow some fltm and stayed a while to tal he rary
etc. and then as he left Ronny Duke dropped by to return an oven
we had lent them, full of freshly baked rolls. He -topJuu to tell
us apout a new JDD he hopes to get for the Calgary Power Co. We
had a let*er,‘ust recieved,asking advise about selling photographs
and funny they should both drop in who could answer the guestions.
©0 as soon as Ronny left,I wrote Gladys the information she wanted,
majiled that and forgot to go to the ceremony when the old little
wooden Catholic church was to be givenlffor a Scout, Girl Guide &

Browvnie and Cub hall, the “Yovernment donating the land. But soon

|

=
.;'
1

[ e
Jonny appeared in nlq cub uniform quite cold from the ceremony aso
made him Hot chocolate, Then that evening we recorded Uhurchill!s
speach from Ottawa which was very good and wh hat was aver went
to the Mt Hoyal about 9 oClock to see Pearl Jomrn tho left for
Jamaica on Mxdmezdaxy Thursday morning. She was g i
dressmaker and so we stayed a while and then
was raised or lowered and didn't get home until ahDUu
guess. Pearl hadn't known what =she would do this winter
a couple named Kennedy who were there when the Moores
wrote that they were going back and urged Fearl to go
L“J»*Q“ friend spoke for a plane reservation foom 1o

ame plane as the EKennedys, even bef nlr fﬂd“L knew
"at L]L last single room ah Shaw
al* ‘qtodlﬁﬁ Lok U‘-ig dh anEy

egmay Was Tea

few more cards to try and fini m al !
during the summer 6ften. Also s ;flat ogtigan aft€r lunch as he
had just come back from ﬁJEtDE. drove teo much.
but guess he is young enough. They are gla .0 be back but enjoyed
the stay there so much. Then I tried to write more thank you notes,




I feel as Jean does and almost wish tﬂc ?rierdq wouldn't

presents it gets such a ywohore wri t‘ﬁn ik, Jonmy

and @arry dropped in-fof e g gﬂa ba Nesthe there 1

and they have no good glaee to go after school. Jon said

this the " Raln and Sleet ©lub " as it is such a good

¢én bad weather ! We had Chinese supper that night and

to see " Royal Jounney " the National Film board's movie of

Royal Tour in Color, It lasts about an hour and we thought

well done, but what awful weather they had. you should see them
leaving Newfoundland in the little boat to go out to the Empress

of ©eotland, looked like a channel crossing. If it comes to

Maynard do go and see it and if you do,_eneu er that the coach they
get out of at the Calgary Stampede is the one that Sam Ward re-
paired and the man who conduets them is a friedd of ours, Jim
Cross of Calgary. In one place I had to laugh as he started to take
the Duke of Edinburgh by the arm and then realized he ghouldn't

and pulled his back before he made a ﬂlﬁud'e. Of course it shows
very léttég of each place but must have been a hard thing to take
with such awful weather. We weren t FD‘“: to stay for the feseature
picture with Frank Sinatra and Graucho Marx and then did and of
course it was 10.30 by the time we got home.

Wednesday was supposed to be aSki outing in the moonlight
and we were to do the fire and make coffee and cook weiners but
it was so cold the night bebfee they called it off,: then of
course a west wind sprang up and it was much milder and theyv could
have gone,but we were just as glad figuring we would have one early
night in the week. We did the morning shopping as it was uﬁ#ﬂ?ﬁhﬂ‘

a few cards before and after lunch being something easy

then Jim Simpson came in to borrow a book and stayed g ;

as he hadn't been in since beBore Christmas and there were lots of
things to show him and we even got rid of an old paibhing we had
up stairs, a copy of a Lharlie hussell but by 01d #an Yic a friend
of Jims. I think I wrote a letter or two,but soon Jonny and Garry
arrived, egain, ( we probably won't seen them again L*1 n week ) and
after the usual gingerale and cookies and a bit of chatter we said
we must go over and say good-bye to Yearl Eosre who was leaving
early next morning. It worked well as Edme& was to pick her up
after taking Chadie to curl at guarter to six,but it was nearly
6.15 when Edmeé appeared and we had been sitting talking downstairs
in the hotel with Pearl. We had a late supper and I usually plan
to do the dishes while we listen to the B8 o'clock news and Hews
Roundup which Cam iz sometimes on, so was reading the paper when
Miss Ashmole from the ﬂﬂspl%d¢ dropped in to return a book and
stayed until nearly eleven.'here is always so much to kaksk &alk
about as she has lived in so many *?“crs and traveled all around
the world. she told us one story of being on a boat going
Singapore,and zbma.hnérﬁcar girl got auite sick n.tp“krﬂv

India and she seemed to be the only who could help '

hot weather. rubbed her back which seemed to ease

didn't know what it was she had and finally decided

and Miss Ashmole with her, She said the girl was

and all alone and they were in a little stuffy

the sun beating down all day. When v got to Singaj

wntered with the quarantine f LL"f': i 'a doetor

a nati ?n one I gathered. and tl n \

zmEm all the passengers w ﬁsno.b.Jhu h ;i., and Miss Ashmole.,
Finally a white doctor came and qovet her to hos i@’n b said all
the passengers ﬂrou1u be called. back and innocu

T—httﬁ ok

uscLm N jﬂ%w 'b'i?r\am




=ms had been
the doctor
washed her
It turned
of the most de 1
they discoveded i doctor
UD.S.wherever ived, he had been a i r in inocutati
and so had ‘pretended to give her the canl Hoa enocuiutJ.L but
had only sctatched her leg and gave her none of the serum stuff.
We thought Miss Ashmole awfully lucky that she i
she evidently wasn t afraid, just another
Dad ot -

That got us to Thursday with none of the Wedn t( dishes
done., We knew that about 20 students from Austria were due to
arrive on the noon train to give a concert tha .';.. nﬁﬁ S0 we
went down with others to the station to meet them, after FfTﬂLdmmrduﬂmﬁ
recording Churchill's spe&ch before Congress in the morning. We
had told one of-the Bafinf Jaycees in cha that if they ﬂEthu
to bring thew,to the house we would be
said it was doubtful if they would have time as they
to take them to the Upper Hot springs for a swim
oprings Hotel, the Hospital and maybe the school,
it that if they wanted to come and see a Canadian

O
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We met the train whiech of course had to
spoke to one or itwp.gs they could only speak
nen back here foralunch and a great dod of dishes and mrried
tidying up of the downstiars. I had Fiofnn up a cake and cookies

over town and #some raison bread to toast in case tPav wanted tea,
Then we sat and waited from 3 until 4 “ith the on the bosil,
I worte a few letters quietly and was beginnin; hink we need't
worry &s they probably none of i ' i W
who was taking them nrﬂunﬂ in bus caﬂt
they could come in TGI ust a few minutes, :

they came, 18 is aguite a lsy all ah once, b £
Just said to make themselves at home, which tzey did,
their things and sitting anywhere they could, looking
Just sitting as they were all tired from tnel!

from Regina. They are traveling cheaply in

they can cook and make up their own sleeping

too comfortable a way. Pete gppoke to them

to rct tea and coffee in the & minutes t!

dad we known for sure they were coming
everything ready but they were so unsertain, so
kindly helped me and cut the cake and passed the tea and
ecme had milk too., the swim gave tuvw a good appetite and
ate two w ”Jiu cakes and several Hac ages of ool 5 and there
was no time to toast and butter bread
tea.(had I only thought to just butter
never thought of that until just now)
sat down they didn't want to leave so I sh wed them s
Indian things and they reacted just like the Hawaian group and
wanted to have their pictures taken in the heaureases,unﬁ there
was a great rushing in and out of doors and much excitement as
the leader of the group tried to get them started away again. In
the midst of it all Lona and Mary fee and rarnlﬂ dropped in and
were awfully good, helping to pass things and talk to the variousowsn,




showed them the way over town as thex
the stores closed at 5.30. They were
sure gtiet when they all left and the hall
nice and wet from the running in and out, but we
they enjoyed it, They told us later that it was th
therr trip,and it is fun going into a private hous
girls asked Pete where a bathroom was so he sent
and the boys down, and of course I had never tid

The kids had t*ui refreshments after
then “%ary Lee said You have an awful lot of
had better help.P sd she and LOru both helped and
done up in no time. That night i the concert at
lucky we went at guarter too “r kall was full
never seen so many at anything 'h :‘: kst hl 2.1 ) vl
and appealing.

It was a good show, they g and teach
will tour of North Americay and H;oh59ﬂer mos Ly 9i~ﬂ“5"v5
They call themselves Amateurs, a Dr Susanne Ea"ﬁ"o;v or fntﬂ
head of the group and acts as Midstriss of ceremonie omes
and is very bright and amusing
explains the little plot of going
during the 4 seasons manages to
is all singgng and dancing with
Austrian songs and they worse |
fun and the audience Jus oved it and gpeat -W1dhs

e

all stayed)for a reception and that was very nice
a chance to talk some more with the various
Germans and Swiss or any who could speak ths

too. The joke was on us, with the limited

n't get out until shear the last so had

nfteFS’rfe we were invited to the Summer Schoo

We were %ired Friday morning but went Uvﬁr and got

and cheese and craekers, ClVaTDtL&ﬁ and candy for them to have on
the train for to save money ¥ Just bought a few things to eat

on the train., Then we went down to the staion uL 11.45, trains

were late again and it #must havebeen nearly one when they left on
the Znd train. By tben we had several old fiiends, one girl who
helped me get tea gave me a whole lot of Austrian stamps and I am
to send her some,and she kissed me good-bye,then several of them
stood on the utei and sang us a parting song inxé# T? _E made tears
come to our eyes. it was all grest fun. Hftﬂ“xarﬁs » gasked
Charlie Beil where they could get Indian thing ?.' hJﬁF saw
at the " Farm House " by the river. Charlie was awfully amused,he
aid if they could only see a typical Cans Farm house. no
fireplace, electric stoves et l-mr one tol ' '

" Housefrau - B45 S0 good to m,. WA S

That was yesterday and we managed to

Hev. Tully Montgomery about the lights th aTe |
church, and Robbie nniher with his little girl friend Pzula Duke
who had never been here before and noticed everything, pictures
beaded belfis and things somes people never 2. Hobbie had his
beading loom such as I used to use, Lo show us ML S 1ight was
a Skating novelty nigh fancy skating byfthe 1] e girls-and

hockpy game by Billy's ag so over to that we had Lo go. another
late night.
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Dearest Mother,

I weote Mildred

e nice box of caramels I g

unny monkey drawings until it

ne to forget, but 1 ‘have writden her _

hat we really uun’t have as many callers at odd

unds in my letters, for of course when I write it
number have dropped in and at last I have time to
sounds like a lot in my letters.

; Well I mailed th
Pete thought we shoudd take up
to cast for him and also ask U} 18 WAS E :
Carn;u 1 floats with us in the Pﬂluc“ for we wouldn't
he did. ﬁhis would only take a minute, we wouldn't sta;
ViblOFE of coming right home and really tying into som
the back hall or the work shop or finish a letter I start
of days ago. Charlie was working but just ready forarest
kitchen we must come, 0live his wife had just #inished
s the dishes etc. and we all sat down for " Just a minute
“we had to tell C?“:lie the latest amusing thir had
they have built what is supposaa to be ™ Silver
the Winter Carnival, b v erecting some su1n.l; treec
the ice in front of the Simpsons, then they tapj
have been running sprinklers on it making
of ice cas mﬂ]‘ﬂ down. each day it seemed
the wind and the water feeesing more on
had quite a list on Briday, then to us
sinking for it is & heavy weight onthe
" the Flying enterprise™ and we are wondering how long i
ight and above the river icel! Charlie was much amused too
wanted to ask Pete al i UL5L1ut€ about a w Leica
he had just bought, so by the time we got away was aft
i We maliled the " Mildred and came home. 2

I made my : a p of coffee and wondered
would do first. It was “four by then when
and Hary Lee and Lona me ;n. S0 as they were
make some frosting and they had books from the library
to read gquietly, which looked conducive for me to
arrived, soon after lLinnle Becker, Lona's little
it a little too monfusing for me to do more than
] ;&ﬂ.cralﬁ and then Hobbie Walker, i
he has an audience of stner kids
he also gets noisy
had retired to the :

( down and then get them started for home, rhﬁ
girls left and then FJhHLly Kobbie and Jon. So we sat down to recover,
when another knock and it was Harold to show us a v special Nylon
Prkka he had just bought For I16. 00 marked d i om 2 .
It is & very nice one. 20 we had to admir
skiing ete.




Dy this time it was nearly six
but Fete said " don't lets hurry. "
in cold water washing and some left
when at 6.30 there was a knock on th
MacLean and Charlie wimeon who were here
hear the recording of the previous time.
toast and milk heated for the little girl
to the recording and then wanted to sing a
and finally the two girls. In the midst of
eight, enfdother knock on the door and Miss
evening. one loved the Indians and masic ant
left. Pete giving them enough meney to buy
the drive back to Morley. P

and time to
g0 I didn
over ham
e door

It

efore
oo that
aged

Here it was 8 J‘ulﬂc
qulek soup for us and Mi Ashmole had coffee
ate in the front room. She was talking of where
on ner way to Celdnon from here and we had an
ef her stories last night was when she asked
a2 good senbe of humor and then told us in thc
native women hurt her ankle and they her
is
to get the

k- and we hadn't eaten at

L
=5
" B
e

gave

use of broken or injured ldédmbs
treating the Hebenese women with the injured
wanted to come for treatment even if they hadn't
and to keep them happy they arranged to
exercise to-gether. They sat them on long trest
elther side of a room facing each other and
was rather a large girl and as she sat
the whole thing sort of *ﬁSJntEFvutﬂu and

landed ng qu floor in heep. But no one
at alll Was s0 cenvulsed herself she h

have her laughf before going back,for &he
Ferhaps that 1Is what is wrong in the middl
a sense of humor.

back

+ b
cne

ait

It was lj-wU when she left so in the
and maybe we do have guite a few unexpectead
we Were nice and sleepy but 1 did get the up

end

think
and h
neating
and five
with iT

about
hmole
about B
dinner

-.J.T':Ir.'
to
1ﬂtaru
hetl
Iebanon one
treatment
a physiotherapist, gives all kinds of treatments
into
ankle

give then

LvJﬂt Sup
1 caulif l“'C“
tde oven
Indians ! Bill
wifes to
tea ana
they listened
es, P11l alone
guarter to
to call for the
o'clock they

over town bhefore

0t

Zealafnd
Une

her Lﬁe had

I.LGII

"tD enab j_l:

down on the Gl“l;
the
cracked

.l.,-,

d & thoug
visitorsl
'Et-qi]" 2

Just starting to vacumn the downstairs when Pthf:

.

see 1f we had any photographs on Indian days and
nour talking and of course we said we would m:
out some films(which were well marked lu cajlﬁﬁ
WAS over and we all shoveled snow after I
Had met Ruth Becker, lons's mother, ¢L“u*511r
youngest son in a bahy carriage and Brian aged
to the skating rink. We took the baby buggy and
the Jeep and left uﬂem at the rink and then they
us to di#ive them home, Fat “ostigan brought them
nearly got stuck in a drift but
+t was marm for a wonder to-day, up to

baby cu,ff&i.m 4o B ez &n
Ly "R‘%‘* S
Cellaniuey

nac

anda

-:—.ru’".

50

we got them all

Jonny
acuming.

with @he

cam
here
home

heavy going




Banff,alberta
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Dearest Mother,

I started a letter to you last rif“'
in to copy a peem that he and Mary Lee found
school papers that I brought out two years ag&
delight in reading my old school compositions
the teachers corrections | Jonny read most of
I ironed and of couse I had forgotten most of then,
thought I would wash the dishes he was most helpful and
towel to dry, as he said " I will take over Fete's job gh
I was so pleased but this morning discovered that the glasses especisa
were very sticky on the oufiside, plates as well so it is guestionabl
now much help he really was

§e have been having the loveliest mild
since 1att cunday. Monday was sunny and nearly
20'above any night. It feels like spring

We went over town Mond ¥y morning intending
for Claude that afternoon, and met him on 1} ! i
he wanted the prints of the Indian Day: '. ; :u~1=our =0
we had an early lunch and Pete had the chemical mixed and we ”rhf
right ©o work and did 18 for him. They were glossy ;._htn but with
the help of an eleetric heater and small fan we got them dried after
the washing and I was just spotting them when Verne Castella dropped
in for a few minutes .He is qguite a talker and between He and Pete
1 wdndered would we get away but we did and Verne started up the dri
by Moms ahead of us and when we got tl '
that he had swung off into the deep sn
us to stop and help but we did and pulled
funny for he drives in a very determined way and
which is the worst thing he could do. We got the
time.

In the evening ww went to see " Bird of Paradise "
a movie taken in Hawail and we knew some of the boys in t% but of
course had a hard time recognising them., It was in color and the
music was nice and it wasn't too bad but a litile dlsappointing.

Tuesday was lovel; sunny, I did a wash both days
Ang

as it is nice to be able to h clothes out without their
freezing hard, and also ﬁdu.ﬂ 18ide 6f the downbtairs windows
did the upstairs to-day. They g a film on them from being cold and
the smcke sticking to tnc glass. We also chopped a bit of the wall,
it froze from a rain before Christmas and ¥hen drifted from the west
and the snow 1s packed sollid 5 to & iInches thick and has to be choped
to the stone. Then when wh felt lame we took some newspapees over to
the skating rink and the kids were all coming from school so we stopped
to watch a while, they are too cunning, especially the little ones.
I when they try to fancy ekate. Mrs Becker was down helping Lﬂﬁm

Mary Lee waltz and little Lipnie is really good. I had no

good | but she jumps and spins and is a patural born skater.
Becker herself is awfully good, she learnt in Calgary as

L= -4 TR

o




Brian aged four with her and little Stephie about 2 or 3, as broad
as he is long in bhis snow sult. He had to be carried about as he
didn't appreciate being left alone, but Brian can look after him
self pretty well thoughf he can't really skate as yet. Harold was
most helpful and skkted around with Stephie in his hile idrs
Becker halped the g£irls and £ boys Harolds age took around
with them, We dido¥t mean to stop so long but Fete idea for
a2 pileture and really I wish you conld see them., We to take
¥rs Becker and the baby carriage home, and when we set at

he end, 5,30, found that Harold and Lona had taken e home.

omehow we would have liked to have seen Harold wheelingithe baby
barriage. He is 13 but would pass for 16 and Lona is tall and lythe.
1hey are too fungy golng to most everything to-—gethel.

fo o
S

o gl Y

L)

To-day Pete didn't feel very good, had his sinus trouble and
his hip was very painful so he felt pretty sick until toon, Of
course doesn't know Whether it was standing watching the skating or
chopping the path or the weather or what. This afternoon two young
girls Alice and Bert, one works in the grocery and the other i1n a
radio shop, came over to ask advise about going to fngland this
summer and trylng to get a Job. Bert is Swiss and wants to
to Switzerland, they have saved up auite a bit evdiently.
took them down to see Fred Davidson at the statlon for he
tell more than we can. Then Harold came to see if he could
two swords for a play, but Pete thinks ours too sharp t
around with. And now we have Jjust finished Chinese suppe

What I really started out to write about were tuwm
First, Vo you know if the Senry Laughlins are in Concord
time of year, or in Ireland ? Cal might Kknow.

Cecond. about those party dresses gf mine that you asked about.
I was just going to write to say to keep them until I can look theny
over when the letter came saying that you were giving some to Gale
for dressing up in at school. “ould:you descridye the ones you have
or shall I tell you the ones I would like to keep 7 Yne especially
is the lovely cherry pink one that was & bridesmaids dress at Helen
Buttrick's wedding , I would like that, and the blue silk crepe party
dress, and the one of different shades of soft green. the skitt
shades from dark to ®ery light green. I don't know if you kept the
lace one with irridecsent beadsg ? I am sorry I didn_t look them over
wher\we were last in Concord but at the time you said
in the way and could stay.

fﬁﬁ_%mxui 20

If you could only get someone to describe the things you
giving away. Maybe Brances would list them or “ean could tell me,
then I can tell whether I want them or not. 1 will eneslose a clipping
from last nights paper, rather apropro !

1¢ﬁjddh vy QA

L Hoow -

Guess I had betier get on to other notes.

L

Ioads of love to all and den't tire yourself out
on the attic. Couldn't you just leave it as it was and let others
worry about it. It would be fiar easier to look things over all at
once when & decision has to be made,and in the meantime as different
pnes want different things there would gradually be less to bother
yOu.

)
|4 ™ n

¥ore love.
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Dearest Mother,

Bldn't seem to get a letter written you over the
weekend, we somehow gob behind and there was lots to be done too.
I started writing in the Jeep while waiting for Fcte to see some-
one but he was qulcker than I expected so got no where.

Can't even remember what we did last Lhursday but
¥riday morning early we were Just getting up about a.nﬁ when Norm
Inxton came along to tell us that Mrs Jonie the 1little Oll lﬂdiﬁh
mother of the Chief, who Jean will remember, diéd and they '
*to go to the funeral at 11 oClock. We got ready as wu
could taking tea and eandwiches, had to get the oil ci
were started by nine thirty. However the road was icy
gate, then some clear road but icy patches in holdows,
told us he just steps on the gas when he comes to a pateh
ice and drives right through, hewever Pete 1is more eareful
to Morley just at 11 and found Dorman and ﬁﬁﬂi IJ nson
us rather impatiently, seems that the
before but as it was so difficult to dig tkf rraAVE the:
off the burial until Friday. Tom ugruit% came ong about the
Jumped in with us while Norman and Bert seRt started off it one
There was little snow, just in drifts in Morley and the day was
lovely and warm and sunny, like spring. We skirted one slew
had flooded and frozen and a bulldozer was buried und the
Then across the main C,P.R.line and off towards the to
siding and then across a field to the cemetery. few g
f“avcl hillside under a hill of poflars. There were wooden crosse:
and some stones as head stones and we noticed one Christmas teee
with decorations still fluttereing from it. It was stood by a
childs grave, a little boy who died two years ago. G WAy

There were quite a few ;nnians‘hwer a&nd

got there they were puilting out the fires used to

gravely soil. The coffin was a plain wooden box

nicer thah those gréay kind m t ﬂpaﬂée have.

the grave almost iﬂﬁediatel DeETSpaw came over Lo g
and heckoreﬁ us to follow an Jet to ¢tanc next to Jacob
Young man the son and younger chief, a I followed not reali
until too late that all the women stood on the left

the right. I thoughtit would be more conspicuous if

Just stood in the back as much as possible. Norman

stood near the women so it sort of made up. The mini

read the service and after each sentence Dan Wildman

in Stoney, it was very simple and nice. then
yindian went up with a handful of earth and

that part came in the service. After

Indian we knew came up and shook handz and

spoke to me guite a lot. Mrs Jonie was her

she told her that Pete was Myrzs Mrs Jonie's adopted

been sick about a week and really died of Dl* H*P

been over 90 and hasn't been agle to walk

rawl on her hands and knees, she was a




hunter and one of the really old time Indians.
After the Service we started right tnc?, +om and Mathew
unter coming as gar as the ctore with us.We got back about 2
1 plcked up some food and the il and saw Walter Ashdown
who wants a room over the store LJﬂL iz now emptey. We thought we
would have a quiet afterncon but instead were very busy

)ﬁ I didn't tell you;as they said not to mention it to anyone
that Gray Campbell started to write the book in earngt before
Christmas, but if was hard then to get on with 1t,“ﬁ£i lately with
benrietia doing most of the chores around the ranch, and Grandpa

lenson halping to entertaln the children at his cabin so it is
guiet in the house. About two weeks ago Gray wrote us to see if
we thought it a good time before he went further for us to write
Henry Laurhiir ( who Pete had spoken to when we were in Concord

£ years ago about Gray and the book he might write ) So we wrote

as best we counld, taking a good half day to concoct the letter.

Toen I began to wonder if the Leuf 1lins were perhaps out of town,

but when we went for the mail Friday there was the nicest letter

to us Brom Fenry, enclosing one from |in to Gray too. +hat tuﬁj
would like very much to see what he had already written and

what he intenﬂeu to write, Bo as soon as we had

2.30 we did up some H”Ohﬁ’“nkl~ of the ranch in

to send any uf them with the first chapters, and

to Gray and got it in the mail in time. Then

Lodley for we were pretty excited ourselves, 1

get them, had to wait until £% later, The kiﬂﬂ all

neantime but we told them we had to go out and Tﬁieﬁ tele

again. this time we got Hemrietta and seems G

Lethbridge, tried the hotel there but they had

the end sent & wire to say we had malled guiﬁ

called Cowley after lunch and El salid Gray had

stuff and a letter that he had spent 3 hours mm

has written us.Ve do hope they like the sound of

written so far for we think it a wonderful story
the ranch and it is all true.

3

and

We were tl*”ﬁ byf the end of the day and
8.30. Saturday there was the usual cleaning and errands and
as there wapethe ELiversjty Ski Races &at .and “un. and the
race would start on the river almost in fromt of the house we
went out in the Jeep and sat and watched most of the afternoon.
It was very restfuly the Jeep was rug imnide, especially when the

sun shone and no one could really n us

along and Joined us, for the wind was bhilly 18d & very

nice time, then Jonny apotied us from across the river and soon
joined us and told us all that was going on. We then went for the
mall and back home. At supper time Young “1iff and Bev dropped in.
Cliff has got a new job,as the man he was working for the last few
years driving and servicing Combardies which they used to d“lrﬁ
people up ontof the icefields, didn't get the concession he expected
and there was no real future in it. He was lucky and got a goo !“Qﬁ
Job &5 a mechanic for a big company surveying 20114 fs. ofd"Le
work in Calgary and now is to be sent north to ' :

places around there. He works 20 days long hours and

days off and those he could spend in the town of Feace

Bev, but one can't get a place to live and they want to




to live in. H slster who's husband was
lived for a year or two in a trailor and
kind. If only they had known they could hs
was sold. Ser family is helping too and so
Bev is not a girl that stays idle and will
both good bets. The trailor looks ~rett nice. even
stove and they are thhowing in a was] naching, a
the one he DJEt&? had and still u: Eo. l: 1s. just
ani “1*FF ;H* his oWn tFHPV *0 *OW
tazs Y
i 3 wohe «‘t; -u-.{m m
Lurnd hlfﬂt o - O & a
ki;s do Hpgreclate Lt fﬂu fr f‘*“ﬁ

was warm out and was over b 3 quh ﬁt&jﬁa&

!

cunday we planned to do a lot and not bother to g ip to

Ll

lorgquay to see the Univ

an'tt. standing around = hey had nine lleges :@;"evﬂ“tﬂ“

R

erta and B.C. for Canada ';' she State of Wast from cea
Fullman and Wenatchee Wal Wal i from Bozeman
too. It is a yearly event. ' 13 '
Walls and his young son aged
boots onto some Skis that Pet
spent the rest of the morning
skiis, boots and Bindings
en we went for the mail. Later
we had a really nice call from th
we are, Pete would ask Bev is she renpembered

say " that was } years before 1 was borng'

L=

+J...'|

hﬂ[;dJ?
vnen Eldon
llGrT*

ﬂG&L Jscorcb1u¢ur
you don't feel so old. “he said she was so exci*uﬁ she could

r‘*

sleep the night before and can hardly wait to haul the trailor up

nrezents in

high rent for some 11Lu‘_ room or
accounts and bills, must gel &t

Todday 1t dis i1l mild , was
right after ich
they said a coupls i ”PWt !
did, o now he can get at th
cabinet from th tuclo into thﬁ s'*e Eouﬂ etec. and
came they worked, Lona, mary lee and Harcld for a
out the Life's we 'nJﬂ into years and months, we are goir
those in the shed.

New it is most bedtime and haven't answered your
I did send for two bifid books | ba

so will ekeek on that to-morrow

I expect they were so used to

they didn't think. If people

time it certainly would help

$ods 4wt
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Dearest Mothe

_ dead, long live the
we woke this morning and turned on the radio ix

broadeast at 8 cleloeck, gathering from urﬂ
£ 4

of his reign h'ut he must have died ,EH
but somber music and news reports nLJ

rirst thing the ﬂapaﬁ'
was to cancel all commercial progra
governeent broadcasting company and
We had uitc-ul broadeasts fTDH London
music in the morming but by to-night
cﬁscv“tf from right across tra “ﬁ“Vt“‘
“oronto Symphony has just played
Little Symphony from Montreal is plaving
group from Winnepeg and after the 8 to 8.
violinist from Vancouver.

We also have heard how Canada was the first

R

nav

in the Commonwealth to proclaim Elizabeth as GQueen, even befc

Great Britain. tkexX Then the Pitme Minister paid a tribute
many wbhers, we heard how 1"1-:: news was recieved all over the
and to-morrow PFrime “hurchill will speak which you
will probably hear

aking. The flapgs wer
i he ’t Hoyal having difficulty
The veterans apné service men i
there is no noticable difference except
something about the King's sudden

It came as a great shock to everylbc
hat again a royal tour of Australia has to
& the ¥nd. time it has had to be given up and
the preperations made and expense and of
disappointment. Also W
ne couldn't have had
sibilities, but am sure

Can imagin
George th
King George th 1l was ewven
radio and television and movées
amily better.

vaturday,
we have been busy with the
the kids over a couple of
and we also have been cleani
the places where we don 'f 3




the weekend from the Convent { one thing she

she isn't going to become a “ahholic ) and
ves terday afternoon and then we have listened guite

broadcasts which we find interesting. Even got up at 5.80 yesterday

morning to hear the (Queen FProclaimed in London, but it was such
poor radio reception that we could hardly n it out an 0 good
trying to record it, so went back to bed and listened there
conldn't ungereatﬂnu Australia at all and then they switcl ied e
Ceylon and I said to Pete, " the static is so bad 1t sounds mor

a train coming in." and he said " Why thats not statiec that's

music . " and then I realizeé there was some rythmmto it and i
get clearer. They read the procdamation in two different indlan
languages and then f®Gowed it by playing the native music which
most interesting and then in Engl with " Yod Save the 1&J1&'
followed by the Cefdon National Anthem. However i

to reoord it at 4.15 A.Mland sure enough in

was a re-broadecast, But in that they never f'ﬂ

part which was too bad. but had Wales and ucntla“*Tﬁ_

instead. We coulln't get Churchill either, it was all

they only re- DuuC st 1a of the speach. Overg

been so po 1" EIQJY Ttk IO u-'-'ub"“:?T

paase ) 18, ﬁ\
It '5 the thirties -'.-.-Exc;t_

morning we wok o find 9 inches of fresh snow.

real fall Eor ag nid the other snow was g

so its nice to it fresh and clean

week,

rough the

1'-.’;7]!_‘. here

It doesn't matter which month
would be godd or whichever is th
wouldn't mean much to them here,
like them most.

have written to the Natienal Geographi
book for I did send them enough for both. and
slipped up and sent only one.
letter from Gale in which i
s for & play, in which case that
ones they were, but from youftfi
¥ were Juct going to fool nr:ln: with t
T dress up llnTTlL" or 1]" ] i
year they a ving o get everyone ¥o dres:
to make it more fu but don t know if people

28
ck

Better get his off.

-

Ioads of love,

ColWasnuie




cther,

The trunk of magazines arrived this morning in very
good condition, it must be a verf 5tr0n; one, Haven t untied or
opened it yet but am sure all inszdéde wi]l be 0.K. Charlie Harbidg
was alone with it on the “truck but by skidding it along our ﬁdtJ*
way with one end on the snow shovel he got it to the door by push-
ing and then put 1t on an old doormat imslde the back door and
skidded it &along the floor, I had visions of some di?faculty when

you wrote it weighed 350 pounds, but nothing could have been simpler,

and we can used the trunk in the new store room under the eave. fut
will empty it where it dis !

fhe bird book also came to-day
written about the other one and hope it doesn't
clear it up. I sent them $15.00 and perhaps
order one of & kind, they just without checking
want one for yourself mh" not "rt Cousin Bert

%iﬂ_&lli&h wou :Si ﬁ no aﬁ £ oup, L;mh&:,-

ine udfﬂJUal starta to-morroi
weather will continue 1d - 31f 1t ds 1ike ho—qﬂf or
will be perfect. Was 20° above this morning and now I )
out and the sun feels 50 warm, it is dripping ¢ i* off the roofs.
This year the Carnival is based on the tI 3 '? .-.'L 1ty., an old
mining town 2o miles west of here which had 2 : people
in the 1880's and 90's, but there wasn't Pﬂn11f 51
any quantity and so the people moved on to other fi
is nothing left of the town at Castle dt, where it

Here bes
called the Flying Enterpri
sinking into the river j
backs to the river bank
(khich crosses in front o imsp FOL¢F}P“
front of our house. lhey have ¢ l rink cleared
tracks up the river, and ident : I of the
take place in front of our

=

s ot (D

e Ble
® T
‘.I1:'1"L'.‘-I--4--J

e have been asked to Judge the

prized, best float, best CDGﬁEICIdl float and
j'L'E!iE{-:C; for orig lTlul-l_, and t \ i ad
hard. Because 0[ the .{1]“,-"’“ FE)
] ccouts or wirl uﬂ]iES. b
or any other group of thatl i
thing like a Carnival. 9 e air Fppee Band

and going to give a conce ne e ’F; won 't

g the Lions “lub band ins 1a tL_

Funeral and s day of mournlnr

have the

ave '-:' a u‘r two weeks of mild weather
I ,na an &n?d} spring.

..{?“;.”ﬂ: Con u:-; :. " p
%bqt TS tA;ui %§ ) Wﬁiﬁﬁ:' ' Qh;ﬁﬁk%h







Dearest

\ wWho
Ay up r ] boy i E plane
I‘tCi;‘!*_-t 1y
Ao

¥Fou

and that it no longer pains yo
to be careful .

; I Aunt «Julie
the rig P e for her to have a good
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Banff,Alberta,
Sat.April 5,1952.

Dearest Mother,

You will be glad to see I have a new ribbon in this,
should have done it before.

We had our first really spring day when it got almost
to 60 above and with a gusty warm wind which just licks up the snow,
Theee are just a few piles left and the river is opening quite well.
“n awful lot of puddles and the ground too soggy to do much but we
are anxious to get raking it for when the winter snow poes there is
such a mess of stuff left whene the animals strew the garbage about

and papers blow around and this year such a lot of cones from the
spruce trees,

I was busy vacuming upstairs this morning when frs
Simpson came, seems they had left a notice of a wire for us at their
back door. So after her visit we went over to see what it was. A
man from the C.B.C. Talks Dep't in Winnepeg is coming to Banff to-
morrow with Betty Mewton and wants to see us, I think it may be the
recordings for he is on radio programs. We met Walter ABhdown the
Brewster driver who drove when Pete did in the twenties and still is
their best driver. Pe is the one we would have 1likdd to go and help
you., He got a chance to go with the Wils Mellons down to California
and back, They were here one summer when first married and lived
in #ackie and Barbara&s house the year Bubby was born, Are evidently
very wealthy now and bought one of the cars that the Rrincess
Elizabeth and Duke of Edinburgh drove in and Walter said it was the
best wheeli?g car he has ever driven, a Chrysler limousine. Mrs
MEllen wasn't very well, had had a slight stroke previously so they
took it easilp. They are Just back, the ¥ellensin Equnton and Walter
Just heard to—day that she had another strcke, doesn't know how ill
she is but she seemed so young for that sort of thing. They were
wonderful to Walter and took him everythere, One hotel they went to
4r Mellen registered and sald he wanted a room for the boy who was
driving them, and the clerk said " we have rooms for the chaufeurs
in such and such a place." and mr Mellen Jjust took the pen and
crossed out his name and sald to have the boy take their bags out
to the car , and he wouldn't stay thereyunless Walter was with them,

Well that took most of our morning, hearing all about
the trip and where they went,and then we did a few errands too. Just
as we finished the noon dishes and were going out. Marguerite Ashley
and her mother came to see us for a minute and stayed much longer.
She is here with her two children for a month visitdpg, comes from
Ottawa now, ft was nice to see her again . Then out again and we met
someone everyu block to stop and speak to. Like Tully Montgomery to
mentiong the new light fixtures at the Anglican church, and Mrs Boon
who had a most amusing letter from Nick Morant and is scheming up some
surprise to play on him when he comes back. and Grace *ather to hear
how her Jjob 1s going. She llkes it so am sure she must be getting on
allright., and so it went. Even dropped In to a chruch tea.




Yesterday I did a bit of cleaning upstairs in the studio but
not too much as in the afternoon was the Blood Doners Clinic. It
took about an hour to go through that as there were so many there.
It is guite interesting how they do it now. The Red Cross in Calgary
have a mobile unit which has a refrigerator in it and all the stuff
they need. They now bring their own woman doctor who does all the
punching, about 4 nurses, maybe more and one head nurse. Then two
civilain women, one who drives and spent most of her time Bking the
pints of blood,like so mapg milf bottles out to the refrigerator,
Zhe other just saw to it that the rubber hose was removed from the
bottles and that sort of thing.

The local people round up the donators, this time they asked
everyone when they collected the annual donations of money for the
Hed Cross i£ they would donate blood Friday. Then They set up the
place in the vestry of the United Church. Some ladies serve the
glasses of frult juice you have to drink first. Grapefruit, orange
or apple, We were all seated around the first little curtained off
section, then moved on in turn to the place where our finger's are
pricked by a Balgary "Yd8¥. She then took a bit of blood in a tiny
tube and dropped ih into aiglass of cddoedéd chemical and If it sank
23%% 0.K,, if not you hadn't enough iron in your blood and they
wouldn't take any donation. Also if you had & cold or anything like
that they stopped you thers.

After that each of us holding little wads of cotton on wuur
fingers we went to a table where we gave our name and number of
previous donations if we remembered, Pen another Banff lady checked
whether we had ever had Jaundice or Malaria and after that we were
seated until the next ones turn to make the donaticn came, +t is
a very socadl time for all the men and women are to-gether Jjust as
they happen to come along and most people know one another. Oh. yes
we were each given a label with the type of blood we had, I have
A and a yellow label, some had blue and red. These labels are taken
by the nurse who gets you ready and stuck on your bottle,

We were each calddd in turn by the head nurse as a bfd became
vacant in the next wurtained off place. I expect they bring the beds
too, there must have been B or 10 set up. One nurse came and gave me
a little wooden stick about an inch think to squeeze,then they wrap
a rubber thing round your arm such as they do when taking your bloo d
pressure. You lie with your arm stretched out and another nurse cemes
along and rubg sort of ether smelling stuff over the inside of your
elbow. the nurse gets the bottle ready and next the woman doctor eomes
along and makesthe puncture,kand attaches the. tube, they tell you to
squeeze the wooden stick in your hand and release it slowly. Evidently
that helps the blood flow more easily. Then the nurse keeps an eye
on the bottle and as it gets full she comes back and disconnects you,
presses a wad offi cotten on the hole and helps you up and into the
next curtained place where there were three or four Banff nurses,
dere you lie down for a short_time and they cover you up with a

bddakkby. Afkwx /n 5 o 10 veilin

After this and you think you feel allright you go into the last
section where there are little tables and more Banff ladies serve
you tea or coffee, toast and jam. ™M\l "Moe Hoaly © e Wal
WCA WD U-OAA (O SR .

| They * were so busy yesterday that it was like an assembly line




and peoj@@g began coming about 2.30 and some never finished until

after 7 o'clock, They said something about 190 donations but I
believe with those refused for one reason or another they got about
170 pints of blood. The little girl at the store Betty was scared

to go because of the needle and the idea of the whole thing but she
did and pon thing, They tried three times to find a vein and evidently
some people have tpo small veins tg get it ;pom. They told her to

wait two years.So odatsan NS, Weds

Didn't mean to write so much of that. Erling Strom was in
town Friday and came around in the evening bwtween seeing someone
and a telephone call he went back for. He is waiting to fly out to
Assinaboine as he has a number of peaple coming to ski., We asked
about Sigrid and she broke her pelvis in two places, one a crack,
and they thought it would be very painful and serious , They of
course can't set it in a cast and so she lay between two sand bags
in bed as still as could be. A German Doctor now in “ew York who
goes to Stowe to ski gave them very helpful advise. Erling says he
is a wonderful doctor and gets people up and walking in fno time.
He told them how to very carefully exercise the leg in bed and then
later to roll over ete. and she was up on Crutches in two weeks and
in a month goes about quite normally, so it wasn't nearly as bad as
they exppcted. They are taking Siri the daughter to Norway this
sumner on & long promised trip when she got through high school.

It is Bunday and another warm day, 50°at 8 o'clock and the
ground 1s drying fast, but an awfully strong wind so not very
pleasant to be outside or I would be raking the €ry spots,

Hetter try and clear up the desk now. "e don't lmow when
Bettgf Newton and her friend will come.

Loads of love,
C harwsine : : i
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Banff,Alberta.
Tues,April 8,1352,

Dearest Mother,

We had quite an afternoon on Sunday after a quiet
morning. Betty Newton was very good and came around about gquarter
to teelve and at first I said to Pete " Oh here they come Ll " Bust
as we were about to start lunch, but she asked if they could come
back at 2 P.M. which was fine for us. So we had our lunch in quiet
and were already when they came in the afternoon.

I think I told you we had a wire from the man in the
Talks Dep't of the C.B.C.in Winnipeg wanting to see us, this was
David Walker, a very serious lad and so interested in the Indian
recordings we had. We thought he and Betty would be the only ones
but with them were a Mr and Mrs Lownsend of Calgary and half way
theoughf their visit she told me she was from Boston originally,
had lived on Louisburg Square and her name was Morrison, she is a
£nd. cousin of Sam Morrisomn. Graduated fgom Winsor School in 1927
so she isn't much younger than I am. Don't know how long she has
lived in Cal-gary but she reminded me of HRosse Howe, a most
attractive person. There was also an ¥rish-man with a very English
accent and he got so interested telling Pete about his experiences
in the Orient during the war that I was more or less left to talk
to the serious radio man and Mrs Llownsend. They wanted to see
Sketches too and we had a busy time of it. Mr Townsend locked and
seemed very much like Gordon Hutchins., When I suggested tea they
said they had someone else to see before going back to Calgary
and getting David Walker onto the train east. It wasn't a very nice
afternoon getting darker and ddrker and as they arrivéd starting to
rain. First rain we have had since last fall .

“hey were still here when who should drop in but
Dennis Mighall from Edmonton, He used to be in the mounted police
here years ago and knew Pete well and since then we have known him
in the C.P.R.police and later when Pete was in Edmonton I stayed with
bim and Sophie. and they have spent wacations here. Me is the finest
sort of person. Had a friend with him who was in the Canadian navy
during the war. so it was all a bit confusing until the others Teft
and I got a quick tea for Dennis as they were going to Golden that
night. It was much too short a call.

After they bhad left about 5 o'elock I went up to =ee

7/Mom, for she had telephoned just when the others first came and were

|

listening to a recording, to tell us that the truck had come from
Golden to get the old organ she was to give the ehurch over there,
and there was just a boy and his girl friend who had come and could
Pete come up to help move the thing or did we know anyone she could
vget on a Sunday afternoon ! I tried to think but couldn't help much.,
Seems they had wired her the night before and scared her too, for %
Saturday morning she had had a wire saying Marian Stockand had had
& baby boy, her first great grand-child. and when another wire was
telephgned that same eveningshe was sure something had happened., It

“was to say they would be over for the organ sometime Sunday afternoon.




Of course it never occured to Mom there wouldn't be enough
of them to move the thing. It is like an upright piano, so when the
boy arrived and no one to help she couldn't think of who to get on
a Sunday. In the end the boy went to a garage and got a strong man
and they managed, It is Grand-pa Curren's organ and going to the
/little church where they had the fire when we came by last year,

Hobble and Jonny had been down too but we told them we were
having company and so they didn't stay. but after supper Jonny came
over for a while. I think he is going to be an Architect. He was
telling us that his mother thought she would go back to summer school
again this year and tke more weaving, he thinks she will get her
teachers degree in Weaving and then she can have a School. That pave
him the idea he should design her a schodl or building for her, got
a fresh plece of paper and drew a very good plan, a semi-circular
building with windows all the way round and looms by the windows and
he thought of the winding frames and goodness knows what. At the
topnha Egnée " Mrs White's Weaving School " thinks he might Ehow it
to Dona ameron the head of the supmer schogl as ides. will.
make a sketch of his plan for you..{&d\'\' MM&W?'\&& g, VoILlown
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That 1s just as he wrote it out, scale and signature and
date, The two scuares at the side are the entrances but he crossed
these ont later, Sut I really think it is a very good plan. It is
to be Bundle rock and glass, a flat roof I think he said you could
take cha#fiz up on.

Barbara was telling me to-day that while she was out the other
day he made some Easter eggs, colored them and then twisted some
wire to look like spectagi@es, stuck them on one egeg and labled it

"Professor Buysa-book." She thought we had maybe suggested the name
but he said it was his own idea, they had a story at school about

a Prof. Borrowsabock, but Barbara thought Jonny's a better one. He
really is funny the way he says things.

Sunday night it rained hard until about 10 P.M, and then it
must have turned to snow,. it got much colder and by morning we had
a good 8 to © inches, all the trees were laden and it looked like
the middle of winter. The bilggest fall we have had this year. and
it snowed a bit off and on all day, certainly didn t melt any. Then
yesterday we had a little sun between snow squalls and it did melt
off the main streets but around here it was as much snow as ever.
got down to about 16° above Monday night and this morning, (Wednesday)
it was 5'above zerol It has been a perfect day and warmed up with
a bright sun, but didn't get above 35 above. Just hope it goes
before Easter for I had hoped to get a bit of raking done.

The interesting thing bas been the many birds we all of a
sudden had, lots of Juncos of all kinds, one pa#r had lovely pinHfish
breast and sides, think it must be the "pink sided Junco " then
we had big fat robins who have consumed heaps of bread, and%wlovely
orange colored robin with markings like a Meadow lark, a black
cresent on it's breast. We have had one before but never three or
4, Wg also had a bilg woodpecker and chic-a-dees and nut hatches.

The sad part was that 1n the afternoon we were looking out
watching them eat and noticed a magpie on the edge of the roof on
the gargge, suddenly he swooped down and next minute we noticed him
start to fly up with on? of the lovely orange “regon robins in his

claws, it's head hapging, The magpie droppeﬁ it but picked it up
again and managed to fly off where we couldn't see it anymore. We
had no idea they would kill a big bird the size of a robin. Later
when we went out the whole story was written in the fresh snow.

In the snow below the eave of the garage was a round red spot of
blood and all sorts of mf wing marks across the snow and tiny little
orange tipped feathers. Under a spruce tree S0 feet away were a
great many more feathers all over the snow, and another 20 feet &
another batch. Yesterday we saw what was left of the bird under the
tree., Made us mad for local people all claim the magpies rob nexzts
and kill little birds,but the Bovenmment had some idea that no
animal or bird should be killed in the park as they would naturally
live to-gether.

This turned cut to be: gquite a letter. Will send this much along
and as Good Friday is a holiday as well as Easter Sunday will welte
again soon,

' 4=
Loads of love from us both. ® %Mﬁ“”’\ iMM

CoXhoninnn.




Jonny was Jjust over this evening and got talking about the Gray
line of busses, and I said that Fern Brewster's husband was the head
of all the Gray lines in the U.S. and Canada,and Jonny said, "Another
famous person from Banff, Banfif is full of famous people - more than
most places — except New York - and your Mother. " So I said what
makes my mother a famous person #mf ? " and Jonny replied. " Bhe is
famous as a great designer. " so I asked him how he knew you designed
things, and he said. " Oh. I know, Iv'e hezad my mother tell about
her designing things. " 5o you see even in Banff among 11 year old
boys you are considered a famous designer !

He drew a better plan of the Weaving schocl, this time with an
office and a washroom with 2 tolilets , one washbasin and another
large one for washing material, He wondered if they would need a
bathtub, but I said I didn't think going to school like that they
would be taking baths, and "Quick as a wink he replied." it would be
useful to wash material in." Barbara always washes things after
weaving in case they shrink a bit. lThen he drew in the"Thread
chest " so I asked what it was like., and he said " Oh. it's just
something I invented, if you want a certain color thread you just
walk over and pull out a drawer ." and here I thought it was, a,

reguddr part of a weaying set up ! e really is funny. W\t a
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Banff,Alberta.
Sun.April 13,1952

Dearest Mother,

It is Easter Sunday and I haven't had a good chance
to write you the last few days so will type off a very hurried note
to mall on the evening ttrain.

It has been a lovely day and warm, so was yesterday
and at last the snow has gone from the recent storm of a week ago,
the river too is open though still ice along the edges. But with all
the molsture the ground is soaking wet so it will be a while yet
before we can start raking. I do enjoy getting out raking in the
spring.

Am sending. you a bunny that Jonny made himself for

I think it very elever. Nick Morant sent us £ a box the other day
about the size of a hat box. It came by the big express truck and
the expressman wanted so to deliver it himself that he came two or
three times before he found us in. When I went to the door and he
said he had beentwlce that afternoon I said it was pretty wet to
lemee the box outside and he said"it wasn't that ' " and tunned
the box around in his hand and there looking out of a celophane
window was the cutest toy rabbit you ever saw, with ears on springs
that wiggled. He had qé%ﬁ%nt a doubt the funniest expression as he
sat on a tissue paper and peered above the edge of theppening.
Behiind him they had rigged up some colored printed cotton material
that locked like wallpaper, and underneath it was written " wild
animal, huury or there will be 20." Can't you imagine the bozx with
a bunny peering out traveling across Canada in an express carl! The
celophane was craked but nothing hur€. Have an idea it caused
amusement all the way. We took it up to show Charlie Beil and his
two kids and they were so taken with it that we got it back and
to-day took it ug-fill&d with the "20 more " some chocolate,and
then Jonny made a4 dozen like the one enclosed, all with different
colored coats. He thought up the idea himself and then Barbara said
" what about a tail"which he had forgotten, so suggested cotton
batten and so he put the tails on. After you enjoy it, send it back
sometime for we keep the things he makes in a drawer.

+ went to church with Pete's mother this morning. Billy
and Robbie had asked us why we didn t go and they wanted us to hear
them in the choir, for the children's chdir sings on Easter morning.
S0 I went, and they really were awfully good. Robbie has one of those
very high boys sopranos and sang a line by himself, Barrgy too.

It was anice service and I never saw £o many tiny tots at church and
most of them good as gold. In fact one little 4 year old. Eldon Walls
boy came in all by himself half way through, the usher took him to

a seat and he stood on the seat during the singing and sat quietly
all thgouth the service but never took his hat off. I thought it was
nice to have a church where it was sort of informal enough for
children to feel at home.

Better get this off and will write spon again, I hope.
Loads of love, (. {0 antuse
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Banff,slberta.
cat.l9th of April
1952,

Dearest Mother,

This has been the week of Easter Uacation at the
schools and we seem to have followed suit. Gray Campbell wrote
that ne would like to send Dane,(the oldest boy aged 8 or 9)and
Henrietta Walmsley. ( the English girl of 17 or 18 ) up to Banff
for a few days as a treat, It was the first time Henrietta had
gotten away from the ranch since last summer when cshe arrived for
when either of the others left or both went to bethbridge (the
nearest big place} Henrietta would look after the children and the
animals, so Gray felt she deserved a bit of a treat and this was
the best time for her to be away. We arranged for them to stay at
Barbaras and as Gray said they could poke around by themselves
and were not to bother us,

I think I told you that Jonny, Davey and Harold were
to go with ‘yackie to Grand Coulee Dam by car and then both Davey
and farold decided they would rather 'stay in Banff and work at the
boat house during their vacation, being low on pocket money, and
they had seen Grand Coulee last year. So then Jonny was to be he
only one to go. He was to leave early Monday morning, but soon after
breakfast arrived to tell us the exciting news that instead of
driving they were to take the late night train for the ooast and
even go across to Victoria, I never saw anyone so excited, he was
full of it all day, dancing around and teasing us all, looking at
maps and asking questions. He and Robbie Walker were over in the
morning and then we had errands to do and sent them off. In the

afternoon Susan came over to see us and was mos elpful in cleaning
out the Jeep., We backed it to the back door andjVacumned it all %
she and Jonny cleaned all the windows. rather nice for us to Just
look on and they did it well too.

Jonny was guite pleased that Dane and Henrietta were
to arrive on the bus before he left so he would see them/.They came
at six and Jonny was here to go and meet them with us. they had
supper at Barbaras that night and got settled and then were all
over here in the evening, We knew they must be tired for it had been
a long drive first by Jeep to Calgary and the by bus,to Banff and
so sent them back early. Thex’| waling :‘a%m L_i‘ﬂu_ & L #Mkwﬁ

Tadt Voon . houstu™ dten, duan bdow “Mwémﬂﬂihbédi-\? 0\l S ot Houn, »
N Tuesday we were just finishing breakfast when Dane
and Jonny appeared, we wondered what had happened and seems that
Jackie had tripped and sprained his ankle or maybe broken it they
thing now, so the trip was off. Poor Jonny after all his excitment.
cusan and Henrietta came along too and after a bit of talking they
decided to climb Tunnel Mt. which they did. g
er—preparing-the—old shed orgarage-below-the-other house for-a
workshop,-putting—in-mew-two-windows—ete;—se-EBete-was—back-and
fo —ang—it-was—such a X
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the—parte-dry—enough, .As well as getting the laundry done ete.

After lunch the kids thought they would like to go for a
swim and as we had arranged to have the Jeep lubricated and all
ready to send down to Gray who is going to buy it from us, we
thought they better take a taxl up and walk down from the Hot
Springs. They started off and I had visions of a nice afternoon
in the sun cleaning up the flower beds etc. When first thing we
knew Hobble, Jonny and Dane appeared., Seems the pool was cloged
for it's weekly cleaning, so Buaan and Henrietta were helpingﬁaﬁbauk
with the dishes and the others played back and forth between ¥he
houses. I got & bit done and then Mrs Simpson spotted me and came
over for a bit of a talk and showed me how to prune an elk or
mooee eaten balsam with Just the bwery top left. and when she had
gone Doris Mac“eod came to cdllect for the Cancer Society -and
never having been here before stayed quite a while with her 1little
girl. Seems as if someone else came too, 2nyway it was a continual
gggagging all day. 1hink—%h&%;S§§fcama—aﬁtanalunch—abgut—€ixing

—Bafis place—and—there-was—talk gboat—that . and MrxEeekt B
imxIthﬁxxnrﬁgziﬁfx'iﬁgi Do WAL msa*gfﬂéaijiguaf,upﬁquﬁr
gﬁ}_ﬂ Odd 4, WS '3-? WMo oAN b )

\ Then right After supper the kids were again over to tell
us they were going to the movie but first gave us a hand with
moving the work bench from our workshop to Sam's new one. It is
funny but I forget and then things come back. fete had thought of
getting the one from Mom's basement and he and Sam had a lock at
that but the house must have been built arouynd it, too hard to
move, Sam sald he would make a new one but fete has been wanting
a smaller one for his work. usually the big one gets so ecluttered
with things just laid on it that it becomes a major operation
to clear it off to work. ¥o we two eased it outside and brought
a log table down from upstairs to pub in it's place before supper.
and when the kids came they helped us move the thing by stages
over to Sam's new workshop and he really was surprised when he
came next morning to see it all set up . i

Bonday night Pete had had trouble with his leg and also
sinus, It seems to build up over a period and then drains down his
throat and makes him sick feeling, and we were both up about 4 or 5§
times in the night, so Tuedday morning had felt a bit weary, and

as the kids were here and people going ard coming all day we were
fairly tired by night and went to bed awfully early. funny after
Pete feels real sick like that he picke up the next day and seems
better than for the weeks Preeeceding, I have an idea that the
infection in his sinus makes him sort of loggy feeling, His hip

and knee bother him guite a bit from an old injury and the doctors
say there is really nothing one can do, a touch of arthritis is apt
to form in a joint that has been infured, It bothers him going dowh
hill or down steps, sometimes more than others.

Wednesday was a perfect day and we thought the day for a

long promised picnic. I went over to Barbara's first thi to see

if they would like to go and telephone the other kids. WeNwere only
going up to the open fireplace about 5 miles from here where we felt
it would be dry and nice and Sam said he would go and maybe Cis
;:échlgavg usltheir rumble seat too. Susan could come but sary Lee

aiready planned to go with Lona and two other firl
bycycles. Zona Paris and Pat Lambert. Linnie Beckef haé g?hzgeiians.
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Patsy and Bill MacKenzie could both bome and then there was a

guick call backcould Michael go too as there was a erisis over

the situation , " I expect maybe Bill was to take Michael esomewhere
and he wanted to come too. He is just six, When they came down
little Sandy 3% was with them as well K but good as gold the whole
time,

Then we set off to get 4 1bs of #amburger and about 4 doz
rolls. bananas and marshmallow filled cookies. onions to go with
the meat and chocolate milk. It was easy to get ready and we
didn't *eave until 11.30 . As Cis preferedd to work in the garden
and the 4 little boys had gotten into the back of the Jeep behind
the middle seat and were on two cushions, Susan, Henrietta, Patsy
and Sandra in the middle with most of th od, and- cage with
us in front. 11 in all in the Jeep. vt tnA~E§EAkMi y

It turned out to be one of the best pilcnics yet. The # Girl
guides had gone ahead and the fire was just being lighted when we
got there. Susan and Patsy and Henrietta got the bumm buttered
and the hamburgers made, the 4 little boys played Indians byf
going up the hillside and then running down and around the Camp=
fire yelling to scare us. Later taking the paper cups and filling
them with berries and showering us with them. The berries were
some kind of amunition. Sam got fire weood chopped up and all in
all we kept busy until the food was gone. The girls had their
own things to cook 1lik Eggi agﬁ_ einers.and then, ate what was

left ower from ours. H il mm g W

Sandy was too cunning, s%\é’ is Just a'l ttlem?l}ite and when e‘g&ﬁxf'
was sitting in the shade and said she felt cold I suggested she si '“ﬁ
on & log beside Sam, and mear the fire, also h the sun where it was
warm. They talked to-gether and Sam was much amised, She took a

big banana, almost as large as she was and Sam said ."Isn't that
pretty big for you ?" and she said " I can eat one and a half! "
and I guess she did. We had oranges too and most everything but 2
rolls weee eaten,

We didn't stay very long as we were anxious to get back and
do some hings and Sam wanted to work on the shop. But they had a
wonderful time and we thought played to-gether so well for all ages
from 3% to 18 or maybe I should say 60 somthing, which Sam is. The
only catastrophies were that Michael fell in the creek up to his
middle and Mary Lee lost her brace for her teeth as well as a silver
knife of Lonas which went through a hole in her pocket. The brace
she takes out when eating, a plastic thing with a gold band and costs
#45.00 to replace. We all hunted and Mary “ee herself found it
but someone had stepped on it breaking the plastic, However she
wasped 1t off and put it back in her mouth and it seemed 0.XK. They
also found the knife,

The 4 girls stayed on to climb up the mountain a way and
we didn't see them until later. Webkn we got back we drove Jonny
Henrietta and Dane up to the Hot Springs for a swim and left them
there to find thelr way home. Left Sandy and Michael wk®m at home as
they were pretty tired. It was pretty windy by then, too mach so
to do things outside but before 1 could do more than write a card.
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the four girls.came in to get thelr pussy willows they had brought
back for them and that mean't gingerale and cookies, and soon the
others were in from the swim and hungry too. We got Dane to write
his family postcemads with Pete's help while Henrietta helped me do
dishes . ( Jonny stayed home reading ) and I think Sam came over for
a cup of tea and gave us a few recitations. Then we had to mail
the cards at the station and see the new Deisal locamotives, which
neither Dane or H, had seen close too.

I think we had Chinese supper that night and soon after Jonny
H and Dane were over to go crocus bunting after\the warm days. We
had a nice drive buf didn't find any,qnd then all went to bed early
again.SHowwo o xdan WL T W SaAN, DNWTTALAR) -

Thursday we drove the kids up to the Cave and Basin and let
¢hem walk back and 1 had guite a bit to do like laundry etc. and
, errands to see about,ete. Sam was busy putting new windows in the
‘ shop. We found that our new Jeep which was expected in Calgary
| Tuesday or Wednesday was sitting in Coutts at the border between
#] perta and Montana &s there are bans of trucks using the ppads
which have all gone to pileses with the sudden spring weather and
the frost coming out of the ground. The Sruface breaks and then
the big trucks just bury down into the holes. Our Jeep came out
on one of those trailor things that carry several cars. So that
mean't we couldn't send out old Jeep down with Dave frosser who
had planned to sem@ take Dane and Henrietta home at the same time.

- Enyway that afternoon we decided to take them to see the

§uthe§1anﬁs and up to Norquay, which we did and soon after getting
ack Betty dekton dropped in. She was up to pick up 4 Australlans
and drive them to Calgary in the morning for her father. When she
hegﬁg the kids had climbed Tunnel #t. she wished they would take

nd there was just iime before supper, so we drove them part
vy up and let them off. came back and got supper ready as we had
asked Dane Henrietta and Jonny over for Fresh salmon, asparagus
and new pﬂ{atnes. The asparagus 1s so good, from California, most
likely flown to Calgary. The Salmon from B.C. It was the only meal
we had them here, got ice cream and cake as well and we asked
Betty to come too but she didn t want to impose and left them at
the King E4qward, when we found she wasn.t coming we sent Jonny
running back with a note and she came along. "Show Boat" mas on
at the movies and though we weren't planning to go,in the end we
did and it was pretty good. The kids loved it and it is only
because one has seen the original show that ft doesn't come up to
it really.

he
wa

That left us with a heck of a lot of dishes the next A.M,
but for some reason we woke early and did them all after breakfass
in record time. In & way we should have let the kids go back on
Friday as they had done most everything there was to do but they
were both enjoying it so much we hadn't the heart to tell them
to go until Baturday morning. So Firday was a funny sort of day.
They went off to see the Banff Springs and Fish Batchery and I
did a wash ehd. Then I lost my keys somewhere and we hunted high
and low and enquired at the Post office, Police and newspaper etc,
ihe kids were over after lunch as it was a lovely day again and
we tried to show them the coach and couldn't find the key to that
elther. Pete had been trying to find another key for a padlock
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and all in all we seemed to be pawing over a box of old keys and
tryiqg first one and another all dgg ! I got spring fever too and
didn't feel like doing much somehow, and we decideé to have a

bit of gingerale and I made tea for Sam to take over in a theemos
but Pete sald to get him over here, so Dane fetched him and that
led to more recitations and just as he did the last one Mrs Chuck
hfllar from Calgary came to see us. Tea for her and then she stayed
and stayed, and not having seen her for ages and she having aamed
her last litt El Gai Catharinn, there wasn't much we could dO.

-

When she had left we still had the Walkers to see
before Dane went home so went up there for a call and by then it
was nearly supper time, We had ours a little late and of course
the kids were over after theirs. They thought they woudd rather
listen to scme of out reocrdings of Indians and Nick Moarant and
the Griszly, K though Jonny was all for a car ride. It was nine when
they went home and were to leave the next mqrn ng 35 o'clock, -

usan guing du non the bus with hem ﬂJbW“Am WA
Chi{i NOE C¢0¢KM;5

50 you see we had ther & busy week or a full one
and now this coming week I shall have to get busy and catch up.

Yesterday was S#surday and Sam spent a good part of
the morning With Pete putting a new lock on the back door as we
never have found my keys,while I cleaned. We went over town just
before lunch but spent most of the afterncon doing errands, ami
seeing people. It takes time and somehow is tiring deeing about a
lot of different things. Yot flowers for Mom and #rs Paris, tulips
and a kind of narcisis, they look so pretty, come from B.C. then
we found Fearl was Back and called on her and saw a wonderful
black french ppodle she brought with her. It was given to the
Olivers and came from btiss and has a real pedifree, but they are
away so much they didn't like to keep it and thought 1t would be
company for Pearl. I never did like the looks of the dogs all
clipped in a funny way but this one really is the sweetest thing
and came up and leaned against my knee in such a gentle manner and
then after a while went to ¥ete. There was also a Church tea on and
Pearl didn't want to go but manted a cake so I got that for her,
Then as we went for the mail we happened to see Neilsons truck from
Calgary, the furnace firm who originally installed our heating
system but who haven't been in Banff lately so we got another firm
with a very effecient man, Gotki, But CGotki has been sick this
last year and the other workers are Just no good and kkep putting
one off and our fan hasn_t ween wokring right so when we saw the
Neilson truck we gave chése and the two men came spound to the
house and locked at the fan and are going to see what they can go
for us. We still hadn't pécked up the mail and by the time we had

done everything it was way after five.

We were going to bed early after supper and I thought
I would get this writtenm you when kr Peiluet came to return a
key. Hls wife died last fall and he ligves alone and am sure is
pretty lonely and so he stayed and talked, and we found he had
spent 5 years in Rio De Janelro, Brazil before the 1st World War
in a bank. Funny how you know poelpe for yezfs and never realize

things like that. He stayed ubtil 11.20 P.M. so this morning
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we were rather tired, and so will you be when you read all this
letter 1

It is a lovely day and if no one comes to see us we
shuodddget a bit of raking done, or something outdoors. I haven't
answered your recent letters at all but will scon I hope,

Those trees that dled in Bermuda were Cyprees and the
Wards brought us some lovely book ends in the shape of sail boats
carved from the wood and it is much like sandle wood has a lovely
odor to it still, Bermuda reall¥ isn't tropical and more like
Bgine I guess ih summer, The Wards found it cool too in winter
and lots of wind, More Like Victoria .B.C.though of course it
does get frost occasionally.

It is now after lunch. Jonny was over and helped rake and
we got a lot of cones and the lawn pretty well done. Dr Riley
was in with some friends but didn't stop luckily as it was just
before lunch. Now we are golng for the mail and to tell Pearl we
have heard that there is to be a talk about her brother on the
radioc to-night.

Loads of love

C A arnik,




Banff Alberta,
Tues.April 22,1052

Dearest Mother,

This may not be much of a letter for we have had

rather a busy two days, all sorts of different things going on and
to think of.

Sunday was lovely and Jonny and I reked the lawn in
the morning, in the afternoon dary Lee and Lona came and soon
blobbie Walker just back from Calgary, so we all raked beneath the
1little spruce trees at the back of the house, Jonny came too and
Billy and they fooled a good deal but we got the leaves and dead
grass raked up. we are always afraid they will catch fire when
Mp Crosby burns his grass. We also called on Merle Brewster as we
heard there was to be a program about her husbandi:ho died last
spring) onthe radio. and I think Jonny was over in ‘the evening, we
had Chinese supper.

ilesterday ,Monday ,I was all set to start spring
cleaning in earnest but it was a lovely day and Cecil Philpott
came to put lightyin the workshop for Sam and it seemed a good
chance to bury the line that runs between our house and the shed
as the stones in the swalk had to be lifted up, so while Sam and
Pete and Cecil worked at that I started raking the leaves out of
the woodplle and alsc had a wash doing. Sid Vallance came around
for a paper that was in the safety deposit box so went over and
got it for him, we had also been over for errands earlier,.

Then we went right out after lunch for the mail and
ran into all sorts of odd people and things.arranged for Ules to
come to thin out some more trees andwith Sert Davies to bring ashes
to fi1ll in the driveway etc. Vid the dishes when we got back and
then Eidx¥aiX it was soon tea time and we had a very good time in
the work shop with Cecll, Sam} Fete and I all sitting on boxes and
saw horses. They all love to swap yarns. Sid Vallance was back then
and called on Pete's mother but couldn't find her in and so I
rang her up and found she had been very sick with a terrible throat,
but was feeling a bit better. "e were a little @nnoyed she hadn't
le€ us know but she said she was afraid we would get the doctor #and
he would take her to the hospital , but she really.shouldn,t be
alone when sick like that. toustasl (V) w WAL -

We were up to see her for a bit after an early
supper and then as we drove out the yasd saw Mary Simpson go by, s
and knew she was Jjust arriving from Omaha, "e gave her a few minutes
to see her mother and then drove in the yard. But dMrs Simpson was
out for a short drive, having said if she went she Was sure Mary
would arrive while she was gone, so we went in the house and had
a bit of a visit1ﬁ%§gf§ary until Mrs Simpson got back. She had
quite a trip back,having gone from Omaha to Minneapolis up the east
side of the river and in one place “ary shid they passed a bridge .
that was completely under water, and they were directed over a AW




101 until it ran into 65 and on to Minneapolis and the next day

in the paper was a picture of the road they had been over that
was under a good 3 or 4 feet of water. So she just made it. We
didn't stay more than a few minutes after Mrs Simpson returned and
then went up to Edme€s to hear about her trip to New York, the
shows she had seen and the television shows etc. She saild she

got so tired each day when they went shopping etec. but now she

is back she feels just wonderfully and full of energy. I expect

it was the low altitude and then the quick return by air. We
were home before ten.

Todday has been as mixed up as yesterday in variety. We
were listening to the & o'clock news in bed when Ules came in
his truck to cut trees, so we Jumped up as we had to tell him
which trees to take out and he has worked all day and taken out
a lot of Balm-of-CGileads as well as two more spruee . It has
made much more light and sort of opened it up. ‘hen Sam came
about the same time but works in his own shop fizing it up so we
only see him whenjwe want to, Louis the Yanitor at the store came
to rake ouf yard which is a big help as it is pret big to %?L&}Q

ourgelves. and the kiﬁg;ﬁg can't count on coming AL,
-E MA&QE‘&q,g?muxb %E:%vaJJ

ha few errands as usual and then I went up to see how
Mom felt and that took gquite a while as she is a bit like Cousin
Harriet and does a lot of talking when anyone comes in , living
alone all the time. It is too bad that she doesn't want anyone
with her. Older people should have a small suite really in a
row of little houses or something , where they can do their own
cooking in a small way and have their own furniture but where
there is someone they can visit with or a nurse when they don't
feel well and no worries about the grounds, basement or attic !

By the time I got home it was noon and we just had an early
lunch cooked of leftovers when the door opened and Tom Kaguits
the Indian from Mor2ady walked in. We ended by giming him a dollar
to get his dinner over town and said we would meet him at 2 o'clock
at the store as he wanted some Smokes and candy for a big dance
they are to have in Morgdy on Friday.l forgot in the morning as we
came along by the bank we saw S5id Vallance and had #Zquite a chat
with him about o0il stocks and he told us about it. With the great
interest in 0il in Alberta many people are trying to make extra
money. He knows quite a few in the business but some just g0 on
" tdps " but he and a great friend of his have done awfully well.
and he 1s so amusing about it.

We finally got ?
did the Aboning firsﬁ; and we took it over to the workshop w
is more fun and Ules,” Sam FPete and I were just sitting down wn
what we could find when the minister Tully Montgomery came along.
so he Jjoined us and told a lot of amusing stories. Mr Scott was
out raking but said he didn't like eating between meals so didn't
come in, but 1t really is amusing. Sam keeps the doors all along
cne side wide open, and we sit on a box or saw horse or the bench
and must have looked amusing. Sam in his axg carpenters overals .,
Tully in black like a minister, Ules with a bright large checked
shits, I think thats one thing that makes Banff fun, there is time
to stop and tell a few stories like that. Uncle ¥arshall would
have enjoy-ed it too®,

ack from that and soon it was tea timeﬂgl

ch




_ Ules chopped down one tree with a big dap pie nest in it.
411 made of twigs every whichway and interwovem near the top and
very thick part of the &pruce, about two branches deep, and way
inside underneath an inner nest of grass and lined with clay. We
are glad that tree came down as it will discﬂura%a the hirds and

they may nqt gome back. Y O Doy J&m“‘h
NERART N v WA R s W

&

Tully came down here and after he left &xﬂitntxiaaﬂxai
donny arrived to rake, so we were jJust starting to help M¥r Scott
when a neighbor drove in and I was showing him the next when the
first load of ashes arrived to be dumped in the muddy part of our
griveway. Gh—yes—a impson Ed—been—here—for-a-
few=—mirates, We had to work fairly hard to level cut the first
load before the 2nd arrived and that we didn't level until after
supper. I was also over to see Barbara and she came back with me

to see the nest so all in all it has been sort day.p o
we Aare gla.d to get so muqh one . %& Tt M\ﬂ\ m
“harbass Mol WOt =, SN ﬂv@\

Did I tell you ahaut Jonny saying thé\nhher night " Catharine
don't you think it is about time you started memx to conquer
clearing up the mess on your desk ? " Seems to me I have a lot
to conquer all over the house ! “e is funny the way he puts things.

Hg brought over a dachshund he had made out of a piece of
cardboard from ap big box. Said he used a saw but thought he would
have done better if he had had a plan to go by. He wants me to

send 1t to you, so guess I had better on it w ﬁntﬂ e dcne
up ! think it is pretty well done..f(a‘r g&u{"i M

N .
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Banff,Alberta.
Sat.April 26,1952,

Dearest Mother,

We have had rather a busy week though I didn't do
any of the spring cleaning I thought I would, It seemed too nice
outside to stay in, You know the phrase " springtime in the Rockies"
is rather a joke for we seldom have real spring weather, but this
year we have had two weeks of spring and over 65°several days and
this last week little wind. Think it was over 70°yesterday and 85°
in Kedicine Hat and on the praries. It has been lovely, the robins
and other birds chirping away and he grass starting to get quite
green in some places, trees budding. However it is a month before
the leaves are usually out so expect we are in for a bit of snow
and chilly weather between now and then. In fact it started to rain
this afternoon and is in the forties to-night.

Ules lacasse came Tuesday morning to take out a
few more trees that take our light and then Wednesday and Thursday
was home sick with a flu that has been going around. However he
was back yesterday and this morning took away the rest of the
branches. It makes such a difference taking a tall tree out here
and there and we are trying to do it carefully, any trees that are
crowding others come down and then a few to make a view and we have
now glimpses of the mountains through groups of spruce, it is so
much prettler and the trees are grouped instead of in masses.Then
we will try to plant a few little ones to show the governement we
aren't just taking down all the trees.

‘hen Bert Davies brought us 7 or 8 loads of cinéess
for the driveway and to make a new road through the trees and up
by the Scotts as Mom often closes her gate in summer to keep horse
back riders out and it is so much easier to drive right on through
imstead of turning round, That was Wednesday and Thursday and now
thls rain 1s Just right to make it pack well, Think I told you how
we draged a short ladder on the ground behind the Jeep and Sam stood
on it like a chariot racee to guide it while Fete drove the Jeep.
It graded it out really well,

cam has also started to build a sort of cupboard
in the corner where we have the Economat and Water heater and we
helped figure that out yesterday and he got the material etc. Then
Wednesday evening the John Jaeggis who have the Hot Spring Hotel
( he is Swiss ) have been over at Edgewater B,.C.all winter, came
to see us and brought us two vases made of burls or Juniper roots,
and they stayed until 11.30 which made a late night after rather
long days. and then last night Erling Strom came over early after
supper and went home by nine. He is just in from Assinaboine. They
had wonderful weather and skiing.




Maybe next week if the weather isn't too nice I will get
some insdie work done. To-day there was a funeral in the middle
of the afternoon and it rained pretty hard ex cept during the
service. we also had two cha#tis measured for re-doing.

Mom hasn't been well with an awful cough but seemsd 0.K
now., and that reminds me after posting each of my last letters
to you I would think., "™ Darn it all, I forgot to ask Mother how
her cold was ?" nearly everyone here has had a touch of flu with
a8 cough that is way down near their tummies and sounds awful.

I do hope you are feeling fine Bow and having nice spring weather
too.

I only Just realized where that new school is being built in
Lonepord. When you said ﬂpgusite the library I was thinking of where
Mrs “arlow lived and now 1 think it must be where the Hodges lived.
How in the world did the Catholies happen to build there. Is it a
sort of publie school ? Eeems too bad to have it right in the
center of a town like that, ezpecially in Concord but when you think
of it they got their church right on the village green and the
fathers home too. We were told yesterday that the way the sistersﬁug
work the hospital is that in each department there is a sister who
is sort of in charge or overseas it. like the kitchen, the laundry
or the operating room etc. Then each one is paid a salary as high
as the highest paid worker in the department whether they actually
do any work or not, and this salary is then sent to the Catholic
Order who owns the hospital. the nuns don't actually get any money
themeelves and they feel they are working for the church.

We got such a nice letter from Jack Macleod & while back and
I will send it to you and Russell to read. I have answered it but
think I would like it back to refer to later on. I told him that
we thought he should take Jean with him not us for she would be
more help with the Gaelle in Peotland. That will be auite.an

egperipnc%hﬁggitng at the gathering of the clans. n*;.nﬂ%inxﬂgﬂ

Did I tell you what Jonny said the other day % " Catharine,
don't you think 1t is about time you conquered clearing your desk 20
1l think he is right and I still haven't done it.

I forget is this Gale's last year at School ?

Did I tell you that I think Gray Campbell would be awfully
interested in the book about Scribner and the advise he gave young
authors ete. Think you said it was af bibgraphy. We could then
get it from him or perhaps read it if we get down to Cowley, I
know he would be pleased your thinking of sending it to him.

That Chrysler book was interesting too, " An American Workman"
is it a new book?

Mean't tog answer your letters and now I have gone and written
too much in this one. Will do it in my next.

Loads 6f love.

CWanie -




Banff, Alberta.
ITues.evening.
April 29, 1952.

Dearest Mdother,

We rarely do-what 4+ plan ahead but we did get guite
a lot done outsdie to-day. It was lovely out, clear and cool but a
warm sun and little wind so it was good for working. Sam was still
deoing the cupboard but came and helped us from time to time with
odd jobs.

There was guite a mess collected all along the side
of the shed, for last year we cleaned out the inside of the shed
and lined up the things that were good,but we didn't want out side,
and did get rid of quite a lot of things,but without realizing it
a lot were left. 0ld stove pipes and stove parts. furnace parts a
reel for hose etc. Then when the snow comes it covers up things for
the winter and when it goes such a forgottswmess appears. and leaves
mixed in with it. finyway we Qid clean it up finally, no one else
can do it for us as they don't ¥now what to do with things. We then
moved an old coal bin from cone end to the other and Qlan to keep
the garbage in 1t hoping Gn that way the animals won t scatter it
about., Sam helped us move the bin on rollers this morning. Then we
had a pile of rundle rock bwtween two trees and leaves all blown
in bwtiween that, so this afternoon moved those to a better spot.
and raked the back lawn where the men who fixed a wall in the cellar
this spring had mimed cement and left sand etc. about. We were busy
all day and quite tired by bupper time.

Yesterday was cloudy and dull and several good rain
showePs so I started in earnest to spring clean, we were up early
and I was real amhitiouééggagggg the upstairs hgll wall & as
some of the white stuff, ws P the logs anﬂﬁ%ﬁthad never
been cleaned since the men worked last fail I decided “to wash them
and then wax them well so they will be easy to dust from now on.
The doors too., Then we went over town in the middle of the morning
which is a rest but inberrupts a bit. and so didn't finish as much
as I had planned. I should bave Just waxed what was clean but
instead fafter lunch did a bit more. Then Sam came and fixed some
linoleum which was cracking off in the doorway between Kitchkn and
hall, gave him tea as he was going to Calgary on a Mason do and
then we went over town to see about having some charis covered and
to the train to see Erling Strom away. Imstead got mixed up in
helping Gerry Monod who had & friend who was hurt skiing at Glacier
BE.C. and was due in on the sixtofclock train. fe was in the baggage
car on a toboggan as they didn't want to move him in case of makihg
the fracture worse, ~o were there when he came. Pete hglping 1ift
the toboggan ofif . Then Ehinese supper and Jonny was over asking
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Banff,Alberta.
Sat.day 3,1952.

Dearest Mother,

¥ Think I told you how we moved an old coal bin from

one end of the shed down to the further end and decided to use it
for the garbage pails to keep.the animals from strewing the stuff
all over the lawn. It is one of those bins with a sloping 1lid and
long' e h for & big garbage pails in a row. they are sitting on
boxeﬂﬁ%@ﬂge within easy reach when you 1ift the top up. ~here is
a section about a foot by 5 feet that is hooked on, this could be
removed when the coal got down a bit to make it easier to shovel.

The idea was pretty smart we thought but with the
1id closed tight the smell when you lifted it was @a bit ‘too much,
so we stuck a bit of wodd under one end of the lid to hold it up
£ or & inches, the middle of that night we heard a crash of a
garpage pail lid and sure enough & huge black bear had reached in
and somehow knocked the 1id off and pulled out a few succulent
tid bits, the rest as usual was strewn about the ground. We figured
each evening we would have to remember to take the wood out and
close the 1lid tight.

To-night at supper as I sidt by the window something
caught my eye and just in time I saw a very light colored cinamon
bear ecrambling up the Balm—of-Gilead at the back door. He is one
of the tiny cubs of last summer, about a year old, and then I
looked at our coal Bin and sure enough the other cub was inside
with his head and one paw sticking out from under the 1id having
knocked off the little section that unhooks. He evidently pulled
cut one hook altogether which undid the other and the piece was
on the ground.He did look funny. Pretty soon the fat one came down
the tree but when he tried to get in at the garbage too the one
already inside would bat him one over the noee so he had to be
content with the stuff that had fallen outside on the ground. They
evddently were enjoying the crab sheﬁls from last nights meal.

Finally the one inside noped out and the other
clambered in, all we would see was his hind end and one foot, he
seemed to be standing on his head inside and eating from that position,
but soon his head appeared alongside the hind leg and rear, and somehow
he got turned round and out. They are so funny the way they act. the
mother also came around, a great big cinamon bear but didn't stay as
long as the cubs ang tsen Robble, Jonny and Harold appeared and tle

excitement wade the on to the house gbove us. We are not sure
how well our new system is going to work after this !

Sam¢ was here to-day finishing the cupboard in the
corner to hide the washing machine & hot water tank. Looks very well
and will take a picture when it gets olled,we hope in the next few
days. Sam was hoping to get the t?p on in one plece but because of
the Welsh Dresser there Just wasn t room to get it in so he had to
cut it in half, and then came back after lumch to finish it. He had
a stiff side and back one day so didn't come, that day. but other




wise has done quite a lot. He and Yete put me up a wonderful new
clothes line at the back of the house where it gets sun and air
in summer and no one sees it. It is on two wheels and works fine.
I used to have a rope line between trees but TUles tock out the
trees which were mostly dead and I lost my line !

We also have had guite a bit of company. Edmeé and Lorna
Oliver were here Wednesday for tea, her daughter married young
Jimmy Simpson and they had a son Tuesday night, Lorpna had flown
on from New fork and was rather weary, and Edmeé was getting a cold.

Then to-day we had Sergeant Broadway right after lunch, he
is head of the Mounties, wanted to speak to Pete, and later Mrs
Simpson who stayed to tea. We were over there last evening for a
cshort time as her neice Bille Stewart is to marrya man from the
Barbados and live there., she was an “ir hostess for a good ¢
years, on the Canadian Air Lines, T.C.A. Ber mother % Fathe%%%ére 1*”1
up and Zary there tooc. they were coming over after seeing the new
baby at the hospital but when they hadn'8 come by ten we went to
bed, Mrs Simpson said they saw the light.s go out and were tired
amyway so it was just as well.

Then this late afternoon we saw Elaine Strong Cruikshank
go through on the train, she 1s just back from Fiji after 3 years
and golng to spend a few weeks with her family in Calgary. and
then sail for England and France and back around the world that
way to Fijl again. I think will be here about a mongh. ﬁEr husband
is in California and will be here the end of the month.

Had your nice letter to-day and was so surprised to hear
that Jean will be celebrating her 80th, birthday this year, Had
no idea she was that old, somehow thought she might be 75. She
certainly is smart for her age. Wish we could be there to help
celebrate, we seem to miss all the good birthdays like yours
and Aunt frulies and thelr 50th Anniversary too.

I am going to send you some $ clippings about the Musical
Festival in Calgary this last week, for I think it is a wonderful
thing to encourage young musiclans of all kinds. They have held
them for a good many years each spring and several Adjudicators or
Judges come from England or the east to Judge them so it is quite
fair and unprdjudiced. They are each given marks so they know how
well they do and the highest marks get 1lst place etc. I believe
there are a number of echolarships that go with lst place in some
of the groups or classes but a lot is just to know how well wvou
are getting on. Just one girl went down from here and she won a
first place in the sgprancs under 18, had studied at the summer
school last year. But I think the remarks the judges make are
rather inéeresting to read and certainly encouraging for the
children, some open classes I guess include older ones, The pisaist
Boszormenyi-Hagy is a wonderful pianist from Bungary, was here at
the ‘summer school teaching last year. He was famous in Hungary too,
we didn't hear him but everyone said he was quite wonderful.

They are going to have a music Festival in Banff this month, their
2nd, for Banff, Exshaw, Canmore, Feild and Golden.'the small towns
of the district. It encourages the kids.

It is a lovely day, to-day. Sunday . but ehilly. P far
we have had snow or snow flurries every day in May. LO?E'C. £




Banff,*lberta.
Tues.day 6,1952

Dearest Mother,

May. be too sleepy to-night to weite much for I have
been housecleaning. If I ever got more than two hours at a time I
might make some progress. Pete hates any sort of scrubing having
gone thrompp too much carpet beating smd rooms"tumned out " as a
child, so I have to do just a bit at a time on my-own. Last week
there were several interruptions or I had to go out in the middle
of the morning which just ruins headway, but yesterday and to-day
I really got quite a bit done, while Sam put a railing on both the
stirways, the cne into the cellar we have needed for a long time.

. Yesterday I did two more sections of the ceiling
and this morning the last section and the end of the big room, then
I will wax it all with the noné-polishing kind 'and it will be easy
to dust from now on. We had never done the ceiling at that end of
the room, only diled 1t so I wanted to wash it before waxing 1it.
Have a wonderful new kind of cleaning thing. £ie Spic & Span. sort
of erystals, 3 heaping Takbespoonguls to a gallon of water, then
you wring the cloth out as dry as possible and wipe off the dirt.
You aren t supposed to have to wash over it and on paint you don't
but on the bare wood I do just to make sure. It is easy to use and
no harder than a good dusting.

Each day I talk about waxing wha? I did in the morning
after lunch., The idea is a good one but it hasn't worked that way
yet! Yesterday we were just going up for the mail after getting the
dishes washed, and as we finished lunch“Mrs Simpson came to tell us
about the baby being named after his two Grandfathers, Llavid Justine
Simpson and stayed to look at some pictures Pete was thinking of
sending to a compdtition for Ex R.C.A.F.men. They want to choose a
painting to send the queen and Dr Riley thought Pete should send
something. He is going to send a large one of Hungabee and one of
an Indian with a headress blowing in th® wind. both a-re pictures
he did some time ago but there wasn't really time to paint any large

>ones, Well by the time #rs Simpson left and we had done the dishe— s
it was after two, and going for the mail we ran into Mrs Brett who
i1s always interested in what we have heard from the Olivers etc.
and that mean't a chat in the sun of 15 or 20 minthes, then #rs,
Rankellor wcame along with a Miss Bondon who used to be head house-
keeper at thy{ Banff Springs for years and years, has been sick and
up for a visit. more taiking and before we could get away the
Vallances came along with <lean,the daughter and her husband from
Vancouver, also the little girl 1} Joanne. So They all faddwed us
we down to the house, wanted to hear a recording as 5id Vallance
would like to record a lecture to go with his slides sometime. Fe
does a lot of it. We listened to Nick Morants story of the Grizzly
and had tea and Sam came along for that. So most of the afternoon
was taken up, Suddenly they remembered that they were supposed to
find a baby sitter so off they went. But by then there was not much

Limé{or waxing.




Tb-day was almost as bad, but more aggravating. Seageant

Broadway of the R.C.M.P. is retiring in the fall and wants to buy
a house at the coast and wondered if we could help, He spoke to
fete one day, then came around Saturday afternoon with more details
and asked if we would speak to the Bank manager. Pete did a little
but we didn't have time to dee him yesterday, and this noon the
“gageant was here before lunch to see if we could meet him at the
bank at two. We wanted to speak to Jack Douglas first, Had an early
lonch and did get to the bank ahead but Jack was busy with some other
people and we had to wait 15 or 20 minttes. ( I had visions of doing
all the waxing this afterncon ) then a talk with Yack, one when the
Seageant came and 1t was after 3 o'clock when we fin&lly got out.
over an hour inj¥ the bank! I was glad of a cup of teaiwith Sam when
we got home, 411 I got done in the end was to rub a bcratchgfiilar
over ;he eu boards at EEE an Made them look mueh better UL
Dol &UWHM'

lnhnight Wilf Fairless is building a chimney in Sam's Wopk-
sbop, I have been up to see Mom),and Jonny is hEré“#”rking on-a
birthday card for Yean. I wish I could do as ﬁEll He has done it
all himself, wait until you see it and read the limerick‘

Was sorry to hear about Miss Everett, though I know you
have wondered how she went on as long as she has, What 'will Miss
Barretido I wonder?®

This isn't much of a letter but Jonny has been consulting
me constantly on the developement of the card, it 1s some card,
you will have to Rave a good look at itk
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Banff,flberta.
cunday Mayll,1952.

Dearest Mother,

This is Mother's day and what a lot they make of
it with cards and presents and flowsrs etc. Special songs on the
radio and all. We prefer to think of you everyday rather than
especially on one day of the year.

Have had a busy week and after spending most of
last Sunday tidying up the desk it seems as bad as ever. I like
to have everything orderly but just can't seem to keep it that
WAY .

Such a time as I had trying to finish the ceiling
in the front room , just the big end but there were too many interrup-
tions for me to get ahead. Finally Friday morning I managed to get
the 2nd coat on of the non-polishing wax in 2 houes time 6 and then
in the afternoon got a few things put back in place. Because it
would drip once in a while I had to cover things with news-papers
and that took time moving things aBout. now this week hope to do

t?eiiluor which hasn't been done for over two years by the looks
o .

Friday morning Sid Vallance and his son-in-lawPow QY
dropped in to borrow a lens as they were going out to try and 5\
photograph goats, then Pete had to see about having a leak in

the radiator fixed where a couple of stones had gpotten against one
corner and worn a hole, and just befobe lunch Ton Kaguits came

to tell us that some of the ‘ndian Children from the Morley Day
school were to dance at two o'clock at the Auditoriam during the
music festival, so we hurried over there when Dave Prosser took

the car to be fixed. Then aftervaiting to get in found the danCeing
was at the school 5o walked way over there and missed most of it,
which didn't really matber for we saw the Indians we knew and

met therschool teacher, then got back here walking and running

into this person and that to talk teo, Sam was working on his roof
of the shop ( It is an old carrigge shed back of the old house

and used as a garage lately which he has made into a shop ) We

were just having a cup of tea ®hen the Vallances returned from
thier day and had tea too, and byf the time Bill had helped Sam
with some roofing it was five., l‘hen "ilf Fairless came each

of three evening to make a chimney for Sam and hat mean't water

fot the cement ete. Bill and Jean Gill are very interested in
colleé¢ting stamps and especially like the postmarks and cancellations
so they came down in the evening and we looked over old letters

of ours until nearly 11 P.M.

I wish we had known more about the kind they collect
for I bet in many of the letters you have thrown away there have
been envelopes with stamps on them. or perhaps your letters were
out of the envelopes. We got dowm the old ones of fathers and
though lots of stamps had been cut off they foun&-th to them ‘L

were very exclting finds.Se \.Q \{:;M S AU, G.u.u\ 93\ cuhm%;.;. Lo\ |
.,_'I 1 \ "I-
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Banff,slberta,
Tues. evening
May 13, 1952.

Dearest Mother,

Don't know if I will get much of this written to-
night as it is getting near bed time, We seem to have been rather
busy as usual and no real time to write letters, it stays so
light in the evenings that one is tempted to be tdoors
few rainy days and perhaps I will catch up. .hjff

bt a
Yoo QPM.

We had a very busy weekend starting on Satudday.
Think I told you how Jean and Bill Gill ( the Vallances daughter
and son-in-law ) came down in the evening. They had been out the
west road to see the flock of Canada Geese and one snow goose
which 1s all white except for it's black wing tips. We got looking
over old letters for stamps and they were so excited ahout it all.

Baturday we were a bit weary and bad Ruth Becker
drop in before lunch to ask about an Indian £irl coming to help%ﬂh_
and got telling us about the Music Festival in Banff the day
before and how wonderful the Morley “ndian children were, Jonny
liked them best too and so did #om. They all told us about them

first .So we were a little late getting back to lunch, Had intend-
ed to do up the two paintings that Pete was sending to the RCAF
Competition in Ottawa., They are having a convention there of ex-
members and thought it would be nice to choose a painting 'to send
to the Queen as a presentation from the Association. The pictures
* tmxtke had to be there by the 15th. We had no chance to do it before
lunch so thought " right after " but before we could get started
Willie Morant arrived. Maturally wanted to see their lot and what
had been done to the excavation for the new house, so we drove
her up when we went for the mail and that took a little longer
than We expected, luckily”Sam was awfully good and came back in
the middle of the afternoon and helped box the two pictures in the
largest box we had. But it took a bit of @oing and we had to get
| the train by five, actually we got them down by 4.30 to the express
| and then to-day we heard on the radio that because of the short—
| age of gas for plgnes the convention is to be postponned until
| September, so don t know what will happen about the paintings !
It was funny Pate"had a feeling he shouldn't send them and Sam

and I kept urging him to, now they may sit in VYttawa all summer
~in a box !

. Uid I tell you about Sunday ? It was rather dull and
we were a dittle weary, Then #rs Boon and Frances Jerwa drove in,
they had just been up to fix up two bird houses and a large barrel
etc, on the lorants lot as a joke for Nick and Willg. L forgot 4rs
Boon had been down the evening before to get the Fird houses and
¥hite When we went to find the bird houses in Sam's workshop we
sudéenly remembered that Mr Pelluet was to store his car while on
vacation in one end of the workshop ( he has used the Gargae for
his car for several years but his wife died and he keeps the cartmuiwh\
out in back of the Vendors. ) anyway we had forgotten to tell Sam




or remind him, so there were boads and a chair to be sended and
cement blocks etc. to be moved that evening. Just another little
job. -

Sunday was a nice day on the whole and I had visions of a
lot of gardening perhaps, but before we got started Mrs Boon and
Frances Jerwa drove in to tell us that they had Just been up at
the Lot and how they had fixed up & surprise for Nick and Willie,

a blg barrell and the tyo bird houses en different levels and then
binked with one " Nick the other "™ Willie = and a little toy
privy beside each one, funny signs like " give us the tools and

we will give you the works." Everyone enjoygs playing practical
Jokes on them., They wanted us to take the Morants up to be sure +
and see thelr reaction. We had planned to put up two ski giggsiuﬁhn
we had , Government signs marked " Ski Trail to Town " as they

knew the new trail would go near their place and we were to put
them so it would ldok aéhﬁg it went right through their land. We
told Willie about it an iled them up when we drove her up and
before Nick came and 1t‘§as quite funny as some Govennment men
were digging a ditch and got so curiocus as theyrecognized the color
of the paint and wandered along the road until they could read

what they saidl

Apnyway Punday morning we went over to the Mt Royal to get
the Morants ank see if they would like a ride up, found that Nick
had been sick to his tummy all night and was still in bed so we
told Willie that if they wanted a dift up in the afterncon to come
over to the house, Then we saw Dorothy Cranston and she hopes to
get &he room Mario had as Janitor of the store bullding, It is
divided into two par{s, bas a big window and can be fixed up quite
nicely, but she hadn t seen it and was anxious to and could go then,
so we took her up there, She runs a little news stand in the
Royal and last summer had a room at the Moores but wants a place 't
summer and winter of her own, though she may stay with Fearl fo 1mh
& week or so when she moves back tdthe house. lThen we @eove her
up to see what Mrs Boon and Frances'&erwa had done, It was very
clever really and back home. '

Had lunch and just as we were finishing Mom came down
to tell us that her brother is quite sick in Vancouver and his
wife too étc. Hather a &ale of woe, also about the Musical
Festival as she was there 3 y from early morning until late
evening. and then the Morants,andwe drove them up and they were
much amused by the creation on their lot. We spent quite a time
locking about and figuring this and that, Back here for tea and
Tully Montgomery came from the Crosbys and had tea too. Then he ———
wanted to go and see Pearl and we knew that Fearl had been \dhih
avelding him, so we drove him to Edmeés which worked ,thesre aSim,
he could leave a message he had called and missed Fearl. Got ¢u§§k
back in time to have the Vallances for a short very hurriled _—

ocod-bye as Bill and Jean left for Vancouver the next morning.
aeard yesterday ( Wednesday, it's now Thursday ) that Bill had
won the gold medal at the University of British Columbia as the
highest in hls class in faw, & great honor and he is such’'a nice
fellow too. they are a wonderful couple.




As 1t was about six by then we decided to have Bhinese
Supper which 1s easy and a rest when you sit in the car for the
15 or 20 minutes it takes.to prepare it. We take over a little
agate bucket and they putithe rice and Chop Suey about hadf and
half . We take it home to eat. Jonny was over inthe evening and
talked us into a quick crocus hinting trip, to the lold course.

Monday I was a bit weary so decided not to start doing the
floor in the front room as I had planned ( haven't done it for a
couple of years, that is cleaned and waxed it ) so instead did
a bit of the vacuming I didngt get done on Saturday and general
tidying up. "e also pddnned a new type of screen door for Sam to
| make so the screen comes out in winter and a bit of glass goes in
| and it serves as a storm door which one needs in this climate
/in winter. en we did errands, saw Eldon Walls about Dorothy
" Cranston and the room etc. took a chait to be covered, the springs
were nearly coming through,;and we got a sponge rubber cushion and
now 1t is so much softer to sit in ! Mom was down again about
simething else and she does get talking so, and the car has & noise
we can t find etc. Linnie Becker arrived after school and then
Jonnie“so we put them to work. They helped Pete clean out the
gutters and me to string lines for the hops up the side of the
house.. Oh yes 1 did the washing and ironing too. Quite a busy
day in the end.

luesday I got a good start on the west end of the Big room

cleaned the logs first with Spic and Span and then started on the
floor with Dic-a-do. You make a past-e and I wiped it on with a
cellulose sponge and then washed it off with another and clear
water. Had moved the furniture from that end to the other side

so was almost finished with one half. In one or two places nails
were coming up so we asked akemk Sam about nailing them down and
he said it would be a good idea and showed us how best to do it.
There were several big cracks between the boards and he asked if
we hadn't some filler to put in. so he and Pete found some and
put some powdered color into jt to tone it down and then Sam
started to fill1 crakks.I didn't like to say anything but it was
all on top of my clean floor &nd the oil in the filler he rubbed
off but I knew I would have to do something before theq uld

stick. Still it was nice to have the cracks filled and ?%ﬁﬁggldnﬁt

be hard just to rub the floor over and Pete said he would halp in
the afternoon.,

Of course by the time we had done the errands and seen about
the noise in the Jeep ete, written a letter to the R.C.A.F etc.
it was too late to do more on the floor and anyway we had done &
lot for one day. Jonny was over that evening. and we had been up
to the room with Cecil to gee about lights and a fove for Dorothy
Cranston., We maybe shouldn't take such and interest But like her
so much and want it to be nice for her.

Wednesday as Sam would say my " Horoscope must have been
wrong." It was raining and had snowed earlier and some was still
on the gound but we needed it badly as it has been pretty dry.

I got a good start to finish the floor ang then iisggvered th%t
the filler hadn't filled and as you ruhbed over it, ¢ame ou
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in a gummy sort of powder, would be in little pieces and then
stick to the floor but came off with your fingernail or by
rubbing, but messed up the cloth with & brown color. I knew I
would have to go all over the floor again and pretty carefully
too, it was most discouraging. And it was then that we heard
about the R.C.A.F.convention being postponned. Pete went over
to light a fire in th€ work shop for Sam as it was such a cold
miserable morning, and then it seems that the power had been off
at their house in the night so when he woke the eleectric clock
was £ houee slow so Sam read for a while and never realized until
ten o'clock ikxwax what time it was, so as Cis had some things to
do he never came at all yesterday. I finished a little bit I
hadn't done with the Dic-a-do when Sam had come to fill cracks.
and it was much harder over the olly part. Then Pete said he would
help me in the afternoon to do the floor with Wax remover, &
sort of solvent to take off the oily messy part from the crack
filling Job and we went to do errands as it was Wednesday, stores
c¢lose in the afternoon.

flad an early lunch and just tﬁga@%{ we would run up for the
mail and then start on the floorZh e the 4orants and Cy
Harris(who had @rawn their plans ) a ride to the Post Bffice
and then up to their Lot. I thought we would just drop them there
but they only wanted to find the corners of their Lot apd so we
walted, Nellie MacKenzie who saw us out her kitchen window came
out. She lives across the street from them, and of course we were
there longer than we expected and then the Morants stopped off with
us and I knew no floor would be done. Nick was anxious to take
some of thefblg parcels off our hards and move them up to thB
Larsons unfinished basement where there was lots of room to store
them, so we loaded five huge boEes into the Jeep and Nick and Pete
took them up while Willie and I mmde tea. They were lucky and
managed the whole thing between heavy rain showers. Back for tea
and a lot of discussion about the plans for the house which Nick
brought back with him, I got out the Swiss books and much fipurinng
went én, in the midst of it, Harold, ILona and dary fee and Linnie
Becker all arrived after schocl and just ammde themselves at home.
We were at the kitchen table so they all looked at books in the
front room and really were very good for we paid little attention
to #them except to provide the cookies and gingerale,

We took the Morants around town to see peoples cement basements
and that was when 5id Vallance beckgponed from thédér window when
we want by there , so up we went and they both came running out in
the rain from their garage to tell us that Bill had gotten the prize.
Mrs Vallancey said it was lucky they had seen us for when they came
down through the garage they found Sid had forgotten to turn off
the car lights !

So you see that was gquite a day !
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Banff,Alberta.
Mon. May 19,1952,

Dearest Mother,
I certainly have gotten behind in writing you what
we have been doing and how things have gone this last week. We

were busy with all sorts of things, I tried to work each morning

to get the Emdxwmf big end of the front room cleaned and waxed but
there were so many interruptions ‘and I only finished the floor with
Pete's help after lunch on Paturday. which mean't that Saturday
morning instead of the weekly cleaning I was doing the floor and

so the usual dusting will get left another week mmost likely:
Eldon Walls was down vaturday dax morning too having been here most
of the previous evening. Jackie and Florence are moving out of the
suite over the store they have occupled for several years and are
moving into a new house up near the Horants and Machenzies which
they have built, They ‘have anumber of things they want to ‘get rid
of and we finally got a list and the prices they want, so.had to

e R T e
™~

We weally are very fortunaté in fimding a person
like £ldon Walls to do the business for us, he is such a guiet
sort, a chartered accountant and Just starting out for himself in
business., He does Jackie's Income Tax for the.store business and
s0 knows them well for Jackie and especially Florence are not easy
to deal with, so he is very good about that. never loses his patience
and seems to ease people around to things. for instance I guess he
knew we would think the prices they wanted to charge us were a bit
high,so when he saw us Friday afternoon he gave us the list-to go
over, then came down to talk about it in the evening after we had
let our steam off about it and could laugh at some of the things.
Then wid Vallance is wonderful about anything in the legal line and
Jack louglas the young manager of the Bank is the greatest help in
money matters and looks out.for our interests.

It is always a little hard when the suites eamgex
come vacant and if people ask Fete and he doesn't think they -will
be good tenants he puts them off on Eldon,and if Elddn doesn't
think they look very good prospects he says he must ask us, for it
is very miserable if you don't get good tenatts. Allan #ather had
a funny time with the largest suite which was pretty expensive for
most people, He finally asked Joe wﬂodworthkwho does our insurance
and many other things like figuring out wages etc. for us) if he
knew anyone wanting a suite and he said."Why yes, my daughter and
husband and two kids." "and Allan couldn't get out of letting them
have it,., They have been good tenamits but the kids are two lively
and noisy little boys and now there is a 3rd. born this spring !

caturday as I was saying was quite busy, we got the

floor cleaned ( that was the S2nd side Just in time for me to clean
up and go to a food sale, met Edmee and Fearl there and they came

back here for tea., Then we had a chair to get at My Nudds that he
upholstered and a few .errands, fried chicken in the pressure cooker




for supper and as we were finishing supper Dr Riley dropped in and
he had a piece of the cake and some coffee. We were sitting talking
when there mas a knock on the door, I went and was very surprised
when a biight young man holding a huge box said. " here is the fan
for your furnace , we have come to install it! " We have been triing
to get a new fan since ours went on the blink in the winter. We had
babled it along and asked Anderson Plumbing to try and see about a
new one but it was alwagy " Mr Anderson will be up next weekj or

" We will see what we can d¢ in Calgary." They don t make the kind
we bave any more and we didn t know what to do. Then about a month
age we happened to see the Né€ilson truck from Calgary, and ﬂeilson
was the one who originally installed the furnace and heating system,
but they too had failed to get us a new fan before. So anyway we
asked the two men in the truck to see what they could do, 'they came
over and looked at the furnace etc. But we never heard another word
from then muntil Saturday night when they arrived about 7.30 with #
two small fans in the place of :the one large unit.

They wonked bard all evening,banging away in the basement,

Said they were'h g stralghten out the mess a man Neilson had
working for hfﬁ‘up here had gotten the firm into, They had been in

shaw and came up to do our job before going back to Calgary Sat.
night. So when they finished after ten, I made them coffee and we
had cheese and crackers and cake and they seemed to really enjoy it.
I was sorry we hadn't had something like a roast so I could have
made aandwkches, but anyway it was a good snack. We got talking
about the Havy and one of the men had been an ordinary seaman in
the last war on a corvette named the Chiliwack, convoying vessels
back and forth across the Atlantic. He was interested in radio etc.
and in the end was.working on all the detection apparatus and told
us how it worked. How they could listen for submarines and tell just
where they were by the sounds and could even here porpoises going
by. and then the submarines began firing torpedoes that would
go toward the ships, which ever way they moved the things -would
change directions and steer for them. Finally a man on their boat( I
think it was)invented a simple arrangement of towing a bit of steel
behind them that made such a racket the to@pedoe would gof for it
and explode harmlessly behind them. One particular trip has just
been written up in Macleans Magazine but he said they didn't tell
the half of it. They began rumnning out of fuel and had just been
re-fueling in mid ocean from a tanker and the tanker was hit and
it sank before i1t reached th? Azores, There were so many subs
around that they just couldn't get them all and out of 49 ships I
think he said about 7 or 9 reached Halifax. but most of the trips
were quiet. The other fellow was in the Army from 1341 till the
end of the War overseas. They were quite a patt and awfully interesting
to listen to.

S0 that was quite an evening. Then vesterday, Sunday we
were & bit tired , had a letter to writé ané get off on the noon
train and then went to see Hazel Veitch, 4llan flather's sister
who has come for the mmmmer to run the cabins for Grace, and that
toock longer than we exepcted. a late lunch and in the afternoon we
put back the things into the 2nd. end of the front room and I also
did a bit of gardening. a guieter afternocn than we had hoped .

To—day I washed twice, in the A.M.And again after lunch,




Tuesday. I am afraid L didn't finish this last night and
am not doing too well this morning, had hoped to at least dust
the fireplace end of the front room for that floor too should
be done, I won 't bother this year doing the walls and ceiling
as they were done a few years ago, but by the time I had sorted
out a couple of piles of magazines, and the recordings were put
into a box and we had been over town for hinges and to see about
the little settee belng covered,idnd the ashes taken out of the
fireplace the morning was most gone. Sam 1s working on a new
kind of screen door for the back door so it won't look Sunny all
summer, then Barbara came to ask Sam to bore a couple of holes
for her, and now after lunch Cecil is here to wire the new fans
and Nudd came to measure the settee for new rubber cushions and
the covering. so all in all there is quite a bit going on.

#ill be going for the mail soon so had better finish, fim
sure that Gray will we awfully glad of the book and think he
would like having it come from you, "e had a wonderful long
letter from him yesterday tekling all about the work they had
done on the ranch this spring. He plowed and harrowed ete.(I
never am quite sure what all they do) 15 acres and planted it to
new grass. "hen you think that the pizseximxfome land on Sdipley
Hill i1s 20 aeres, it is a good sized fleld, especially to do all
alone. Dane 1s about 9 and stayed out of school one day to help.
I will send you the letter as soon as we answer it so you will
see how things are going. They had quite a time with a cow tool

fle are looking forward to hearing about the 80th Birthday
party, expect we will maybe to-day.

Loads of love,

": S o A




Banff Alta,

May 21,1952.

Dearest Mother,

®hat a shame you had a bad fall ?
We were wondering a bit why we hadn't heard about
the great party which sounded heaps of fun, and
then there really wasn't much time to hear before
yesterday and to-day your letter came written in
pencil and I had an idea something was wrong. I
wonder if perhaps we missed a letter in between ?
or maybe with all the excitement you or anyone else
had no time to write about your fall. Mm glad it
is no worse and you didn_t break a hip or some-
thing.

It is strange but whenever ¥ miss
writing for a couple of extra days it always
seems that you have a bad throat or something to
be laid up and Just the time % should have letters
arriving every other day. I wrote night before
last and hen if I didn _t carry your letter to the
post office twice and fbrget to mail it so it
didn't go until th#s morning, I will send this
along reguddt mail so it will get there a little
later,

Your letter was a wonder telling
all about the tea. What a party it must have been,
sounded something like our wedding. Wish we had
been there and we would have if we had gone east
this spring imstead of going this fall. That is
my fault, but we have gotten a lot done here that
#e wouldn't have done otherwise.

Have been bBusy with unexpected things
the last two days. I get all planned to do this
or that and I should have learned better and just
do things as they come. We had thought of putting
the new linoleum in the downstairs toilet. it is
green and better than the old brown stuff we had.
Then we thought it might be better for Sam to start
the cupboards for Lorothy Cranston's room above
the store as we hope the painters will get at it
to-morrow. ©o0 went over to measure it up quickly
right after lunch on the way to the mail. Dr




Kennedy saw us there and came in to talk,
then as we got out on the street ran into
Pearl to telljus something important to her,
got some flowers to plant that the deer don't
eat that had ived at the store and if a

Mr Craig <didn't spot us and we couldn't place
him , we met him at Bow [8ke last summer

and they had been to the house so it might
have been a whole afternoon gone ipst=ad of a
few minutes. Yot home about 3 and Mrs Coleman
to return a bhook so now it is most 5 o'elock
and we will just have time to get bhis on the
train.

“eaps of love, so glad that Cousin
Jane is with you and do hope you get over
what ever you did to your leg a&s soon as
possible. it must be annoying Just when you
want to be up and around catching rose bugs
and @igging danderlions!

More love,

Colliorwune




Banff,Alberta.
May 24,1952,

Dearest Mother,

Just the shortest note as this is a holiday and

we may have pecple dropping in and want to get this in the mail
first.

Funny but Yean's letter telling all about the
party and your falling that morning came the day after the one
from you. Jean's was posted at 10.30 A M, in Boston and yours
came Air aail\(“ﬁh‘a evening at 6P5M both mailed the 19th.

What a wonderful birthday it was, never have I
heard of ,a better party and we really were disappointed to think
we weren t there too,

We are having our first warm feeling day and so
nice for the Saturday and Sunday hoidaly weekend. It is like
suddenly landing in on the middle of summer, such a lot of
cars and people. # poor old moth eated looking L1k was sitting
gquletly on our lawn and first a little girl approached with
food, and up got the £lk, then another kid and before long we
saw two mend stalking it with a Bwownie camera, byf then the
Elk was in back of the house, at this season with their horns
growing and in the velvet they dontt chase people up trees, and
it is funny to see Barbara's two little Bashunds barking it
out of the wyard. :

Our new Jeep came at last. Arrived yesterday,
but Dave Prosser had to go to Calgary © a hurrdy so left it in
the garage to be cheked etc. We heard it was there in the after-
noon but didn t like to take it, so left it until just before
supper when we reasoned they might need the space and so went
over and got it, but didn t take it more than a mile up the road
and back here. ﬁave was oVer this morning early and took our
old Jeep to be put in first class order for the Campbells
and show us all the things on the new one. It is a lovely soft
shade of bluelsh green and gray upholstery and interior fittings.
It has an engine with more horsepower but otherwise is much the
same. the body Just the same we think.We are glad it is here at
last and after a few hundred mdlés we may go on a few days trip
for a change,

“ave the dishes to do, and some £lowers to set
out in the garden, and Pete has a patch of new grass to plant
so will call this a letter.

Lboads of love and hgpe your ankle isn't paining
you and do give our love to Cousin Jane am well as to you and

C &ﬂm
Mg
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Banff ,Alberta,

May 28, 1952.

Dearest Xother,

I still don't seem to get much writing done, per-
haps I should start right after breakfast but then one can't very
well spring clean after supper ! $he real trouble is that I got
& boxes of 1little plants to put in the garden, flowers that the
deer don't eat, and so far I haven't had time to prepare & place
to put them, each time I start gomeone comes to call. This after-
noon I was sure I was going to have a real chance and all sorts
of things happened.

The book has come for Gray and I am sure he will
find it full of useful things, I glanced through it and Tead quite
a bit last night, will send it with a letter soon ( I hope 1)

e are sorry that you are having so much pain with
your ankle and do hope that socn it will be fine again. What an
annoying thing to do when you were well and enjoying the garden
etc. ( now + have hay fever and can hardle type § e are so glad
that Cousin Jane is with you for company.

I really don't know how this letter will get written,
I am sitting as usual at the desk in the kitchen, Pete on my left
and Jonny at the table on my eight. The latter asks a continual
string of questions of me, so then I keep saying " Ask Pete." and
so 1t goes. Right now they are taking turns drawing things , Jonny
makes some scribbles and then expects a picture from Fete, then I
have to make scribbles for Jonny to draw, Now he @as hicoughs from
the gingerale, He also wants to know why I baven't mailed the dog
to " Mrs Robb." The one he sawed out of cardboard in the shape
of the dashunds they have. He thought he might have done it better
if he had had a plan but I think it is pretty good. He wanted to
do it up to-night for you but I couldn't find stiff enough card-
board so have promised to get it pgg off to-morrow. Se thought he
should write a message on the back for you, which he did! All the
things he writes and draws are his own idea, He is really ppiginal
and yet the funny thing is he hasn't learnt to ride a Byceycle until
this week. Just never cardé about it though all his friends can
ride, and he doesn't ski either, Just start.d to learn last winter,
He isn't a bit athletic.

Now 1t is *hursday and a nice rainy day ,we need the
moisture badly for the woods are very dry. Just to give you an idea
of yesterday. We had a wonderful trip up and back to Bow *ake on
Tuesday afternoon, a perfect day and lovely light. The ice had gone
off of Hector Fake but was still on Bow except at the edges. Saw
Jim silouetted against the lake as we first epproached, he was locking
for gravel. ¥rx Hughie, their cook, spotted us coming am# in and
told Mrs Simpson " Pete and Catharine " were there. It's funny how
they all know us as that, Not"the Whytes = or anything like that.

Mrs ©Simpson showed us all the improvements, they had varnished the




h

dining room floor after a thorough cleaning, the kitchen linoleum.
put carpet on the upstairs hall and rubber on the new stalrway ete.
They can't afford to do much but Just enough to keep improving it.
We were there over and hour before starting back, a lovely time

to drive in the late afternoon. Were home by 8 o'clock and ate out
sandwich here, Saw ten different kinds of animals. Three black bear
4 Moose. Numercus Elk, a deer or two. a couple of sheep. about 20
Mountain goat, a porcupine and a beaver out of the water. and a
gopher and squirrel |

It was the longest drive for some time, 120 miles in all and
g0 we were a bit tired next morning. Had rafts of dishes to do as
we had left the lunch dishes and didn t do them in the evening so
did those next morning. Then saw Sam dnd the cugbn&rds he is working
on. A number of errands, Got a letter that mean't going to the Bank,
Saw Dr Atkin about a doctor Mom had heard of in Victoria and we
wanted to know if he was good or a bit of a guack. fut he is good.
Then we hadn't been home long when ©ldon came to see about the
things we would buy from Jackie and ¥lorence, stove, frig and what
furniture as he finds Jackie hard to deal with too ! Only &ldon is
s0 quiet and nice about things it is a pleasure to talk things over
with him. Then lunch and Mary Simpson dropped in on her way from
Calgary back to Bow, gave her a bite too. Had arranged to take the
new Jeep over to have the old radio installed at 1.30. so got the
mail and were there before two. ( I forgot we had also seen Dave
Prosser about delivering the old Jeep to the Campbells, he was going
down this week but now it will be hext ) Found that they hadn't
taken off 2 parts of the radio connections when removing the radio
from the old Jeep at the garage so went there and got the old Jeep
parked outside, drove it to the radioc man and let him remove the
parts and took it back. Luckily Sam had lent us his ecar to S0
we could drive back. Yot caught in a sort of whirlwind and I was
almost clipped by & blowing sigg as I walked across the pavement at
the filling station. One of those sudden gusts, yet it wasn t a
windy day. Yot a nice lot of dirt in my hair. éy the time we got
home about & I figured I would write a letter we had to get off on
the train to Murray Adaskin andthen have the rest of the afternoon
for the gardening and Pete wasgoing to plant grass seed in some
bare patches of lawm., Was Just writing the letter when Jack HReadick
is wife and two kids, 4 and 2 called.

They were only to stay a few minutes as the kids wanted to
go for a swim but they stayed a good hour. They had little hoes,
rakes and spades Jjust bought' and brought them in. The little girl
started raking the carpet and we Just hoped and prayed the little
boy who had gone outside wasn't tackling the new bit of lawn Pete
had seeded a few days ago, luckily he dug in the diddle of the
driveway which didnat matter !

By the time they left I had Qust enough time to finish the
letter and again we borrowed Sam's car and ggot it mailed, then
fhere still were the lunch dishes so #e were doing those when

“Bon came back with the car and we took it up the west road to try

out the radio. It was soon supper time and looked like rain and
after supper it just seem ed too late to start gardening. ¥w to-
day it 1s pouring so maybe after going to the bank again which
will cut into the morhddgg nicely, I hope to get the kitchen
finished. Have the cupboards cleaned but we want to stain a few
things and way ofhers and thqpﬁgo the floor.

{}_,_.ﬂ-.-
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Banff,Alberta.
Sun. June 1,1952,

Dearest Mother,

Don't know how much I will get written for we are
expecting Pearl Moore to bring &ladbe and Merril Crukishank on leave
from Fiji, and §ladbm's twin sister Jen from Calgary, down for a few
minutes this morning. Of course they may not come but one deesn't

want to start anything much in case they do.

We were down at Fearl's last night and had a nice
evening just talking. Merril was very interesting telling about
the various islands and how different the natives were in each
group., some are Polynisian, others Melanesian etc, He is the head
of the Health Sepvices etc. for all the islands in the Pacific
under the British and Suva is the headquarters., They have ahospital
there and train the native doctors and nurseés. e is a wonderful
organizer and most of it is administrative. The territory he covers
is from Piteairng Island in the east to New Zealand in the west. I
think he said a million square miles. He flies on most of his in-
spection trips. He said Fiji was a beautiful place and I didn't
realize there ware mountains 4000 feet high. In fact there is a
rest station over 3500 gﬁgt and they have even had frost there but
in Suva it is hot. 200M%thes of rain a year and wometimes as much

as 17 inches at a time® He said it sounds on the roof as if they
were playing firehose on it it comes down so heavily.

Another interesting thing is that instead of having
screens on their house they spray it with D.D.T. Have a crew who do
it, come around and spray all the inside walls, then again in & months
time and I think after one or two sprayings they only have to do it
every six months. They have been experimenting and are going to charge
$5.00 to make a spraying. It means that they dén't need screens and
get more air, I think it must be a stronger solution than what we
buy. Probably what they use in Cow Barns to keep the flies away and
kill those that do venture near.

¥erxwerexauehl They have been there for 3 years and go
back for another 3 in the fall. Are visiting Eldaines parents in
Calgary for a month, or at least she was, Merril only just arrived
the other day and goes to Washington 1n a week. He said that theirs
is the only hospital training doctors in the South Pacific and though
the Americans had an army one after the war and started to train
native doctors they found it too expensive. ( I think it was in
Smmea or Guam} and so made an arrangement to have their people study
and be trained in the hoppital in Suva, and they just flew them there
all at once which mean't 60 new students. They have 17 different
languages I think he said, but of course all have to speak English
in the hospital.

We weee much amused at Russell's attempts to help
you with your ankle and when we told Sam about his carefully placing
your fool on the cushion on the stool and then found it was the
wrong foot WheD Wiss Wagner came later, he thought it was the best




story he had heard, I trust that it is feeling better and the
swelling really golng down.

Doesn't look as if I would get more written to-day and
to-might we promised to go and record & lecture that Sid
Vallance is giving up at the Summer School

Loads of love and in a hurry.
8 -
Calbonua




Banff,Alberta.
Tues.June 3,1952,

Dearest Mother,

I seem to neglect you more and more in writing
letters and probably answering questions. I know you asked about
any books I would like for my birthday but I couldn8t think of
any expecially,and the desk is still in a bit of a confusion, Now
it is summer I don't know when I will get time to answer letters
etc. so guess the best thing 8o do is Just the best one can. By

By the way didn't you used to read books by or about
“4rs Gaskell ? There 1s a book out about her Tife, It was written
up in the Illustrated London news and 1 wrote the name etc. on a
slip of paper which no doubt 1 will come across sometime, maybe
soon , and perhaps they will have it in the Concord Library.

%4, We had quibb a_busy weekend in the end. Yid I tell

you Elainetﬁ‘er twin sister Jen and Merril Cruikshank came up
to stay with “Pearl ~aturday nfght, We went down that evening and
had a nice time talking until after eleven, ending with coffee,

hen they said they were going back to Calgary early and Lorna

liver wanted them at her place around noon and they wanted to
see /Carl and have Merril and Dr ®aclenzie meet ete. so we rather
expected them here early in the morning. Got up ourselves at a
good hour and sort of tidled things up a Blt. I would have planted
those boxes of flowers the deer don't eat if I hadn't expected them
but did other things instead. Jonny was over, he is learning to
ride a blke and needs a lot of admiration, When they hadn't come
by noon we ate our lunch and then went to look for them a Rittle
after one. They hadn't promised they would come to our house hut

we had found B things to L} rril and, were hoping they would.
Tﬁuﬂﬁmm "ﬁi-%%.tumo wing. Wnad oo

We drove by 'Lorna's and no sign of cars there, then

to the mt Royal and they were Just finishing lunch and said they
were on their way down here, so back we came and guess they were
here a good hour. ~dmee and Pearl too, looked at stamps, sketches
and the house., Dr MacKenzie was supposed to drop in here %¥ didn't

show up so we said we would tyy to find him ( I foggbdt Pa 's here
to return some boots she had borrowed,)that was in the morning )

so went up to the MacKenzies after getting our mail and hoping to
find the Moraats as there was mail for them which we look after
forwarding. We didn t like to tske it out of their box in case

they went to the Poft VYffice so looked for them at their new lot
up by the MacKenzies. The latter were just starting out for our
house and hadn't seen Pearl drive by so we waifed a bit thinking
they must still be at Carl Runguis, then telephoned the Habbles

and found they were there and for us all to come down. The MacKenzies
went right down but we found Nick and got his mail to him before
the Post Office boxes closed and then we too weet to the Habbles
for tea, Herril and Duncan ##acKenzie hit it off so well and talked
to-gether all the time which was nice and the rest of us talked

in more of a general group.




They had to be off to Calgary, Nellie Mac Kenzie is to play
the new organ this summer at the United Churféh and wanted me to
listen and see how it sounded so went in there for a short time
while Pete and the doctor talkﬁé tside, Then home and supper
which we had hardly finished wheﬁ%ﬂ?iﬁiley, his daughter Pat and
Charles the little boy , younger than Jonny. They too were on their
way back to Caggary and by the time they 1?ft we were ready for bed.
Oh. *es 8id Vallance was down too but didn't come in.

I think it was Saturday that we finally got the of the electric
stobes (we bought last year when we were going to divide the house
into two sultes ) moved over to the tiny suite we are fixing up for
Dorothy Cranston. The 3 burner one was for her leaving the 4 burner
to use somewhere else, Well we even found Cecil Philpott the
“lectrician to hook it up and thought how wonderful it was all going
for there is lots to think of and do getting a suite fixed up,
expecially when everyone is busy. They had painted the floor brown,
an ordinary brown which none of us liked so Pete was quite pleased

to spot the painter Saturday on the street and he promised to put
on another coat and dark brown.

Well Monday Pete went up and found half the floor already
done and practically the same shade, just a little darker, but we
figure the gdog hairs and feet marks won t show on it and Dorothy
has rugs, then Eldon got us to look at Jackie's suilte which they
have vacated and see how much should be dong there and that ,took
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Banff,Alberta.

Sat. June 7,1952.

Dearest Mother,

Perhaps to—night I'will get a chancé to write a real
letter, that is if Jonny doesn't ask too many questions | "e were
awfully sorry to hear that you were backin bed, for you seemed to
be doing so well. daybe the rainy weather hasn!t helped. Here is
has been mostly falir and somehow you always feel spryer on a’good
day. :
I' wonder how scon *orothy Brown will be seeing you 7
Is Ada with her and will they be driving or going by train. T must
look up her letter and re-read it, ( the desk is stilliin an
awful mess ) It would be wonderful if they could return this way
for the altitudes aren't high at all’and it wouldn't be out of
their way on such a long trip. Even if they are going by train
it doesn't cost any more returning this way as & rule. I must write
her to- morrow if only we haven't company.

Buch a day as we had yesterday.' "e have been getting
up before eight, so while Pete went over to see how Sam was progress-—
ing with the suite I started to clean out the drawers in the long
dresser upstairs. Pete was' back about ten and as we had the recorder
to take to Don Cowans and a little frig to pick up, I went along too
and we did the errands. Had barely gotten back, I didn_t even have
my coat off when a strage man came to the door. fsked for Mr Whyte
and it turned out to be Een Liddell who writes for the Calgary Herald
rather good abtticles about 01ld timers and characters about' the Eompany
country.

The funny part was that thsterday mooning Ixwazxieiiin
Pete was reading the one he wrote about David Crowchild the Indian
and saying how good it was and I told Pete how Willie Morant and I
were talking about the CrowsNest Pass they had to photograph and I
asked if they had read the article by Ken Lidell, Willie said"not
that one." and we both agreed how gmmx interesting his things were,
Then Willie sald that Nick knew hdm and I said how much we would like
to meet him sometime, and next time Nick saw him- to tell Ken Liddell
he should write a book and get Nick to -illustrate it, and within 3
days we read in the paper he had written a book and it is Just printed.
I also told Willie to tell him to call in and see us sometime XhxwWe

Ee Eas up aG.Wﬁ mightﬂgave sgme ideas EUE% ne could write about.
IO,

S0 you ¢an imagine how surprised We Jwere after talking
about him to have him drop in to see us. Nick hadn't seen him but
he had been at Charlie Beils and is writing a few things on Banff
artists anA wanted to talk to us. So in he came, a very nice quiet
sort with a good sense of humor, he asked us about all sorts of things
and Pete told him a lot about the old days ete. and it was after one
when he finally left. He started to go several times and I never
realized it ‘was so late, he 1s coming again as he wants to hear some
of our recordings. Must have been here 2 hours.




Liddell told us that he went to see 0ld Crowchild(who made
Lord Alexander & chief last summer at Standoff) with Canon Middleton
who has been a minister to lans for years. He too had a part
in the ceremony we saﬂﬁféfﬂ%gﬁféggis i1l and just lies in a corner
of his cabin while his squaw waits on him. ®e said it was quite
funny when they went in, the first thing Crowchild said to Middleton

was " What do you hear from #lezander?" as if Middleton was in the
habit of writing letters back and forth once a week.

That was the morning and we were a bit tired from so much talk
and getting out pictures et€. Had lumch, IxremEnEEr X RONXNEXKARXEORE
entxbeferextenxioxget did a few errands, met Sid Vallance who came
and sat in the car as he had some papers for us.to sign and also
wanted to tell us about & coyote out the 'west road that comes up to
the cars along the toad to beg for food. Loyotes are very hard:to
tame, harder than wolves. Taen- | Jonny has just come in to read
a poem and I have sent him into the other room to read it to Pete
instead ! " ) Well we finally got up by the store and Pete went up
to see Sam and 1 to pay and insurance bill, met the Vallances again #
and they insisted I have a bup of tea with them at the faris tea
room, which I'did, and by the time I got back to the car Pete was
there, I forgot Pete had to have his toe fixed too in the afternoon
which was done while I did other' things right after lunch.

About four we, came home and found Ljnn y Becker and Jonny here
waiting for us. a note on the door as a girl from Toronto had called
and also there was a wire for us at the telegraph office. So we
all four went for that in the Jeep [ Nick wanting his mail sent to
Vancouver, back here and were just having Gingerale amd when Earl
Pletch the Ski Jumper who lost his arm came, bringing Eleanor Boyle
Crozier from here and ¥r and ffrs Ole Johamsen , Norwegians from
Vancouver who run a place at The top of Mt Seymore across the harbpr
from the clty. takes 40 minutes to drive up there and a great place
for skiing in the winter. We gave them beer and cheese crackers
and of course had a lot to say to Earl who we hadnlt seen since we
were in Honolulu and met & friend of his there, Housekeeper at the
Helekulani. They were here until just before skiimgxamdxt six and
we had the Skl pictures out ete:

By that time Linnie had gone and Jonny too and we were ready
for supper, had just washed up from that and“were sitting down
readjng the paper , a knock on the door and Cyril Paris with Earle
Birney (cr=Burney) a professor at the Univ. of B.C. and a well known
“Yandaiaa poet and writer. He was brought up in Banff, his father was
a house palnter and he and Bete and Cyril all played to-gether. Pete
has only seen him once since , mhen he was about 14 I guess, He has a
beard and looks the part. a red wme, but i$ awfully nice and had a

Y dry senBe of humor.<They stayed until about 9.30 as Cyril had to get
back to the tea room but he is to come again with his wife.We showed
them the sketches too and a lot of other things. Po all in all it
was quite & day !

“o-day no one has been here except Mom at noon and Jonny to-
night. but we have been on the go most all day.Getting the mail off
this morning to Nick. Checking up with ﬁidoﬁhghn was in Calgary

yesterday and I had quite a chat with Hazel her about Grace and
the children etc. and it all takestime. We almost had snow this




this morning. The wind from the east, then a pouring rain andthe
thermometer dropped in two hours from 45 to 38, In Caggary there

was even snow on the ground this morning and then it cleared and
was lovely the rest of the day. Nice for the weekend.

We have been getting things ready to go out maybe next week for
a few days at least, though there may be some doctors we know here
for the Mediecal ccmveqtion next week., Still if we have many days
like y&sterdd} we won t get started at all.
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Banff,Alberta.
Tues. June 10,1852

Dearest Mother,

Am so glad to hear that you are feeling better and
the 22 days in bed must have given you the rest you may have meeded,
Your nice letter came to-day telling about ©ted's garden, I didn't
realize he was presddeht of the lris Society. I remember when we
were in Concopd the iris were just at their best, buds and blooms
and not too many dead ones !

How smart Cousin Harriet is and what a shame that
she has the worry of going some place in July. Now if only C“ousin
Jane were young and strong enough to help her ouf, for she wished
she might be of use to someone. It was really nice that she could
be such a help to you.

I wish I knew more about Jackie #orse, I can t
remember how old he is for I have only seen a snapshot of him and
that is vague in my mind. It does seem hard that ke there is no
place where he could go that would be like a home, for after being
away at school all winter, camp wemit will seem more of the same.
I just wish he lived nearer here and could be with someone like
Jonny as the kids all have such a good time in Banff and on their
own. Is he old enough to work on a farm, for gdoesn't Ediths boy
Charlie, go up to a farm each summer and help., The kids here from
the age of Jonny all work in summer. They aren t allowed to do
certain jobs until they are 14 or 16, but can do most outdoor work.
Billy dgeKenzle 1s caddying and Jonny is geing to sell papers,
Mary Lee is to look after Barbara's house and answer the telephone,
do dishes dnd the ironing and make beds while Barbgra 1s at the
weaving school, add she is just 13, Harold 14 year but
looks 16 and worked at a filling station al?%%gmmer._l don't
suppose you would want the care of a little boy but 1 bet if he is

a well behaved kid, Jackle would love to visit you, he might like
to help Pietro if he likes gardening as some boys do. Of course I
don't know Jackie but I got the impression he was a real good kid.

We are having a real rainy day, poured off and on
but it is the first real rain for a full day I think we have had
this spring. I was rather glad in a way as it gave me a chance to
cdgan out my closet and find things for the Indians that I hadn't
looked out before. I could still do with one more day like this
to finish the bureaus 1

Sam has finished fixing up the suite for Borothy
Cranston. He put nice eupboards on wither side of &he electric
stove in a space 6 feet wide and then hung one of those little
Astral refrigerators above on the right. It 1s a tiny one but
holds enough for one. I wonder if you wouldn't find one ¥ery
handy in the pantry in Concord for things like gingerale, butter,
salad dressing and milk. remember when you used to have a small

one there in the corner. They make no nolise and Just plug into any
lbght socket.




Thanks so much for thinking of a garbage disposal umit for
us. At present our kitchen sink has a small drain and not the new
kind but someday if we get a new one we might take you up on the
idea. There haven't been any bears upsetting our garbage pails

lately, more pickings at the dump where the Banff Springs stuff
ECIES M
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Banff,Alberta.
Sun.June 15,1952,

Dearest Mother,

My birthday 1s over but no time to teally sit down
and write until now ! I wonder if Yorothy and Ada arewith you yet?
I had hoped to get a letter to Concord for lorothy,to tell her to
be sure and drive back West via Banff. Am sure it wouldn't by much
longer and the altitudes are so much lower this way and it is apt
to be cooler and of course the main reason is that we want them
both to come and see us and the house and Banff etc. Am sure they

would enjoy it. So if they are still there you do a bit of urging
too,

And now many thanks for the fine book on the Yapanese
at the relocation Centers, which has so many original ideas in it,
I haven't had time to really read it but Jonny has been all through
it. Says " your mother is the smartest person getting books." and
while we were trying to think of things to get to-gether for the Jeep
if we go out to-morrow, Jonny was trying to make a"minature gardey"
I finally produced a paper (covered with £fmix silver foil) pie plate
as a start. the silver making anice lake where left bare. Then he
busied himself running in and out with dirt and stones and little
spruce trees and danderlions and forget-me-not flowers , each of
which had to be shown to us first. He ®ven made two flat roofed
paper houses and then decided to give it to his father for Fathers
Day. thought it a good idea as it wouldn't cost anything ! He thinks
the Japanese have wonderful ideas. and we told him they were the
most attietic people in the world.

But I better go bakk apd start at the beginning.
I think I teld you that Bobby Bunter was here on the Medical Conventioin
and we fimally telephoned him Tuesday night and got him at Lake Louise
and he thought he would be down Wednesday or Thursday. We rather
walted around during the day but as we had promised to make a wreath
for Susan to put on her father's grave Thursday we decided about 8
in the evening that if he were coming he would have been here by then,
and so went down to the Golf “Yourse for green things. Came back as
it started to rain and noticed that the painters had Beft the windows
in one of the suites wide open, tried to find the key, at the Janilors,
no one home, At £ldons house, he was &t the office and were just at
his offiee when Bobble found Pete in the car., Seems that he was at
the Banff Springs at dinner ( hapf the Medical people stayed there
and others at Lake Louise) and he happened to see Sam Ward, Sam knew
we were locking for him and so drove him down and we were out,so they
went up the q@iﬂhsgﬂeet and spotted the car, it was nine or after but
Bobbie cameld " sald he would catch the 11. 30 bus back to Lake
Louise, We weee; So busy talking and locking at pcitures of Bawaii
and the changes In the house that it was 1l. 30 before we realized
and so he waited until the 12.30 one and we got him up té the hotel
in time to catch it. :

Wekl next morning we weee rather sleepy. It was pouring
rain and 1 was so glad we had gotten the evergreens for a wreath in
plenty of time and made it up right after breakfast. UYUsed a wire




coat hang which we bent into a circle and cut off the hook
par% ang f% is Just the right thickness. It came out awfully well,
We didn t know where the plot was so Barbara very kindly went up
with us "and then she couldn't pieck it out for sure as there was no
marker yet, just the eatbh¥ raked over carefully, ef course it was
raining the hardest of any time all day but we got the man who looks
after things and he came with us, so all was well.

It rédained all day and snowed quite far down on the hmount-
ains and was cold and miserable, horrid wedther for the convention.
X Just at noon Marmie Hess arrived with Dr Leechman from VYttawa who
wanted to hear our newest Indian recordings and could they come back
at 1.202 So we had lunch and the dishes washed and were ready for
them. They were very interested and were here about £ hours. Just
as they left Dr “eechman asked if we knew of any Indian dugput
dweglngs near Banff. and Pete remembered the holes or depregions
on the side of Tunnel ¥t. but Deer St. has been bulldozed over the
spot and new houses bullt on both sides of the road so mnt much
chance of anything being left there. Dr Leechéman said it was a
crime, as he had only read about it recently in an old book about the
| park and evidently they were the most eastern examples of this type
| of dwelling, half of it being dug into the ground and then a top
| over it built of poles and maybe skins or earth. We Badn't heard of
¥ any others¥and they weee in a hurry to get to Calgary £o off they
went before tea time, ;

\
Sam was working in the shop and we knew he would like a

| cup of tea so asked him in and of course was talking about Dr

Leechman who 1s head Archiologist at the National Museam in Yttawa
| and asked Sam if he remembered the Indian places. and he said he
| certainly did. When he came here in 1212 and they took the Tunnel
Mt. Drive these dwellings were pointed out to them, and at that time
they¢ were 3 to 2% or 4 feet deep. 8 to 10 feet across and poles
bent across as a support for the roof and what interested Sam was
a pole with branches still on sticking up in the middle and he was
|told that they used that as a sort of ladder to climb out the hole
in the roof where the smoke came out. There was jJjust the one opening
\so as not to lose heat, Pete hadn't been old enough to remember that
part., and funnily enough Sam had worked with the ¥ttawa man who was
at the Museum at the time, helped him make a collection of samples
of the native trees and he told this man named Smith about the Iindian
dwellings and took him to see them,and it was Smith who had written
the report about them that Dr Leechman hgd read. Had they stayed to
tea Sam could have told them all about haml

We made a recording of Sam telling about the dwellings
for future reference and then played the one Jim S8impson made for
fun and by then the afternocn was gone. and I was going to do so
much if we had a rainy day!

Well Friday , even if it was my birthday ,I decided to
clean up the stokings and socks drawers upstairs, and was making
good headway by ten when a knock on the door. a Mrs Shaw from
Windsor ,On&&rio who had read the article about Fete in the Calgary
Herald and as she i1s very interested in painting and thought Pete
sounded the kind who wouldn t mind her coming to see his work she
had come along,though her daughter who lives in Calgary didn't think
she should, She turned out to be a very nice sort and so interested




in Painténg and we had a real nice viist from her, but it sure took
most of the morning. We just had time to do the necessary errands
before lunch and then Mom came down with a birthday cake and made

a bit of a visit too, and by then it was going on into the afternoon,
We had a number of errands to do and didngt know who might be down
to help celebrate in the way of kids.

Mgt Charles Riley. Dr Riley's WYery serious youngest boy. He
was wittdng to go to a tea party, which turned out to be going with
his sister while she had a cup of coffee, he said he had met Jonny
who was buying me a present and told him 1t was my birthday,sc we
asked him down for cake and ice cream at four., Han itho Mrs Coleman
and took her home after talking duite a bit in the car. and then the
mail and back here in time for Charles. He came soon and as there
was no sign of Jonny we etarted opening the presents you sent, as
the kids think it is such fun to undo parcels. Charles was greatly
intrigued with the cowboys and cowgirls and so were we. They are
almost more clever than the puritans. I don't know how she does
them so well, and everyone so different in expression and attitude.
Then we salgled the lovely candy dean sent and Charles very serliously
tied me into my new apron. and then as Jonny hadn't come and it was
getting on we started on the cake and some ice Cream. Not long after
the first helping Jonny arrived and a present from him. little notes
for writing. most useful. I forgot there was a box of flowers at the
back door when we came home. 2 dozen of the loveliest carnations from
Asta Hauge who always remembers my birthday. They seemed to be out
door ones they had the strongest stems and are still lovely.

We were on the 2nd round of ice cream when Mary Lee arrived with
a wonderful chocolate cake she had made and written in white lcing
across the Chocolate icing was"Catharine"in great flowing letters !
Of course we had to sample that, “harles and L being quite full of
swiet stuff by them as Jonn d suggested (génge 1e too.
:.e(ﬁmu‘ﬁwkby \Watlcek + Sk }rmj EE a.nﬁm : b TH.

We had a rather quiet supper and th%n Harolu, Lona and Linnie
dropped in. The Beckers bringing me a little short apron and a
photgraph of Lona, ¥ary Lee and Mrs Becker at the girl Scouts Rally

for haﬂy Baden Powell when she was here, We had another round of
cake arid ice cream and then Lona and Harold went off to-gether and
Lidnie stayed to help dry dishes and go up to their camp for me to
thank Asta for her lovely flowers, so you see we had qulite a day in
the end.

Lesterday, Sam was down in the morning and we got talking so I
didn t do more than the upstairs, and then errands. In the afternon
we wént to the Rileys as they are always asking us and we never get
there to see his paintings. were there nearly an hour. then to see
old “r Ness a norweglan who was the first presdient of the Banff
®ki club and has been ill and doesn't look as if he would have bery
long to go, He loves to have fete call on him and we tock him a bock
on skiing { ldok q? Fhen to sge Sam a few minutes at his house.
LY} ~Qaaﬂ D Aty

% J .
Last eveﬁiﬁE}JGnnquas over g;g Jimmy McEonkey to ask about a
suite for the Chef at Norauay and he stayed and looked &t the things
in the front room. and Patsy came so we had a busy evening and so
it goes.




#hte—se Today we were up early getting the Bketch boxes ready
and trying on shrunken pants etc. and generally getting thingsso-
gether if we do go out to-morrow. However it has been cloudy all
day and rained a blt this afternoon so 1t may not be very good
weabher, There is always so much to do around here if the weather
isn't good we may stay in an extra day.

Have just been listening to Hawaii Calls and now will take this
to the station as the Morants may be coming on the train about now

Do hope you are feeling better and the ankle mending well.

and that you are having nice warm weather. Ours seems colder than
it did a month ago.

Must go. Yo tell Dorothy and Ada to plan to return cur way
and let us know when they will be eo.ing.

Loads of love to all = ‘f\w._M.u‘l L 'aq-u\..v\-’ﬁ o WL W—fwwt'l
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Banff,Alberta.
Wed .June 18,1952,

Dearest Mother,

This will have to be a short dote as the weather has
cleared at last and we will be going out I think to-day unless some-
thing unforeseen happens. We have been packing and getting things
organized though a lot has €o be done at the last minute like the
food. But we have a place for everything and get boxes the right size
to fit in and this year I am making plastic bags for some tthings to
keep them clean like pillows etc.

g have mapnaged guite a bit of company, there were
lots of errands to be done Monday morning and it was cold and showers
but managed a wash which dried allright in between. It takes so long
sometimes to do errands, we had to get a letter for Mom to take to
a Dr Dowling she is to see to-day in Calgary about her eyes, as we
knew unless we made a definite appointment she wasn't apt to go. and
then Monday in the afternoon we happened to meet 4rs Coleman the wife
of the head of the parks and she had Mrs Dempster the head of the
Jasper park with her so asked them to tea and they came about 4 o'clock
and Jonny dropped in too. They told us how very 11l C.M.Walker was,
He had a stroke Sunday A.M. and Jonny piped up ."Is that the dr
Walker who found the holes in the Jasper highway ? " We all laughed
it off a bit as Jonny didn't realize they were wives of Park heads
and of course we are all consjossof too many holes in the road, a
subject one would avoid at tea. But seems that Jonny had read about
it in Ken Licdell's book on Alberta so showed it to Mrs Dempster and
she read it aloud. How they had found three very unusual and dde
holes when building the road and never did figure what they were,
and now they are under the highway !

Then yesterday afternoon we ran into the George Brownes
who have just gotten back from California to Seebe with their little
10 months old baby . and they came over after their shopping for tea
and to look at the sketches while the baby skept in a play pen in
the back of their Plymouth Suburban car with a great big sétter dog
in back of that in the car. Jonny and Linnle appeared too and helped
pass and eat cake. There is never anything left when the kids come
too, but hey are very good and enter in to things with the grownups.
Jonny remarking on the sketches as well as George.

He was over again while I was ironing last evening and
helped me eat watermellon up. He loves to draw pictures and of course
chatters away and asks inumbrable questions, some of which I get
quite & kick out of, he uses big words in a funny way sometimes.

The other day he was telling me how cne of the girls does all the
windows at the store. dresses them as they say. e asked if I had
ever noticed how she used the paper. Denisons paper. and I said"no"
Jonny rapied " she just tears it in her own carefree way."

The other evening. Sunday he came back and made two

more 1ands¢ag§s in Egcse silver foil plates, one for me and one for
his mother. *e dld on newspaper but there was a good deal of




dirt scattered about by the time he had finished showing them to
us.

Last nlght we were tired enough to go to bed early, a
little after nine and I had Just undressed when we heard a whistle
at the back door and a knock., We thought it might be the Morfants
looking for their mail which we had, so I poked my head out the
window and it was George Encil and a freind in the Navy (U.S. Navy)
named Webber who had been here before two years ago. °o we told them
to wait and I got my clothes on and Pete his and in the end had
quite an evening until 1] P.M, Webber had been to Korea and Japan .
and Honolulu in between times, he is a very nice sort, gquiet and

remembered so much of the house and enjoyed wedng here again so he
said.

S0 now I hear Pete and had better get going. Will be
anxlous to hear about Dorothy 's visit, do hope she can come this
way as I think Banff and the people here are the kind she would
enjoy.

Loads of love and tell Jean I will be writing her soon,
I have her apron on this very minute.

c xfkuh, FLan




Banff,Alberta,
Bat.June 21,1952,

Dearest Mother,

Don't know how I will make out with this letter
as Pete is on one side of me and Jonny on the other and both ask-
ing questions and talking back and forth.

We finally got packed up and out in the Jeep for
one night. We should have gone earlier in the week but got doing
other things and then Wedneddzy morning Pete woke with that sinus
trouble and didn't feel very good until afternooq so we decided to
pack up and go next morning early, which we didn 't do. Got away
after lunch. It was guite a nice day with a good many clouds. We
went to Lake Lodlise and went over to see the Swiss Uuides for the
first time t?is year, the mosquitoes were thick and Ernest said it
usually mean't rain. We didn't try to sketch that afternoon as the
light wasn't very good but picked out a place to work from. Then
drove down to the campground to find a spot to spend the night.

We were jJust cobking our supper when the Cree
Indian named Joe came along and started to talk, he is caretaker
and a very nice sort. I think is a bit lonely up there, he was
there last year too, comes from Saskatchewan. We finally got the
dishes washed and put away and were getting the air mattresses
pumped up and the things arranged and the Joe had gone when a man
from another Jeep came up to see how we had things arranged. He
turned out to be rather an interesting person. John Keating from
New York, He and his wife have traveled 60 thousand miles in their
Jeep. He used to be connected with the fire dep't.in New York, was
injured during the war and has taken a course in Industrial Arts
in New York so as to teach, figuring teaching gives one nice long
vacations. They spent 6 weeks in Mexico or maybe it was & months
as I think Mrs ®eating said t had taken a year off. found it
very interesting. lUrove all the $ime but didn't camp ocut, staved
at native hotels as he couldspeak a bit of ESpanish, and likedit
so much better that the tourist ones. Found the people very :
courteous and friendly, ihey both talked and talked, he and Fete
by the front of the Yeep and she and I sitting on the tail gate,
The sun went down and it got quite cold and it was 10 o'clock by
the time they decided it was bed time. We had to use a flashlight
to find our things and get everything ready for the night and were
tived by the time we were in bed and rather cold too,

I forgot on the drive up to Lake Louise we had
seen two lads pushing an old rattle trap of a car back towards
Banff. were trying to get it started , so Pete turned apound and
we gave them a push and off they went. They then turned ahout and
h eaded for gake Louise, We saw them at Johnson Canyon. But just
after we got to¥ the campground the one who was driving spotted
the Jeep and came over to see if we had anything for a burn. e
have a first aid kit so gave him the tube of stuff for burns.
veems that he had somehow spilled the battery fluld on his sleeve
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of his shirt and arm, It was already eating through his new heavy
cotton shirt. Had we only known the other people had more first
aid knowledge than we had. The ex-fireman said we should have
washed it with soda to counteract the acid of the battery fluid &
tonen put on petroleum jedly 1 think hecalled it, We did tell the
lad there was a doctor at the Chateau. he said he had run ibb

bad luck all day. flat tires, lost a suitcase and engine trou

Next morning we woke to have it raining but it stopped while
we had breakfast, We drove to one of the shelters and cooked it on
our stove there in case it started to shower again, were justaznuer—
.way wnen Joe arrived and bad a bup of coffee with us, even shded
the scar on his leg where he was wouldlded at Vimy Hidge in the first
great war, and then a yo Washington couple came along to cook
their breakfast and we tunﬁkﬂ to the-m./We think we will do better
in future to camp in gravel pits wheres there aren't so many talkative
people

It looked like more rain and in fact showered off and on.
g drove down to the filling station and spoke to Andy Smyth, then
to the lake Louise Station where we wisited with Stan Boyle the
ticket agent and reminised about the days when %wé were at Skoki
I doppped in at the Post Office and spoke to Nick Charyk who with
his wife dis looking after it. Be has to cancel all the letters ete,
by hand and sald there were 5000 postcards the day before. and
when sorting them out if more than 8 for one place they have to
be tied in a bundle. Then to the Lake Loulse ©ki Lodge to see Alpha
LaGace and the things they were doing to improve the place and by
then the weather looked so unpromising we decided to come home. Might
have gone to Bow Bake but we were told the Calcium Cloride was so
thick that it was bad for the car. and the Windermere road has too
much oil !

We were home in time for a 12.30 lunch. 8ad a wire to forward
the Meorants mall and did several dbher things in the afternoon.
We get vegetables flown in from .California now and so had fresh corn
last night and fresh peas to—day and asparagus for to-morrow. all
vaery good,

It is now Sunday and such a miserable day. otarted to rain
steady vesterday afternoon and rained all night and this morning at
7 A.M, there were large flakes ef snow falling and nearly all morn-
ing it has snowed, some staying on the ground and the trees with

./green leaves are wAited down. Some of my larkspurs which I hadn't

tied up have gone over flat on the ground but expect had they been
tied they would have bent or broken at the strings.

George Brough who accompanied Frances James when she sang
here last fall wrote that he was in Calgary for 2 weeks am Judging
or rather examining piano pupils with ancther man for the Toronto
Ennservatory exams and would come up for the day thls “unday, arriving
at 2,30 A M. so we met him at the bus, he was here until nearly 1l
ana~then Pete took him to hear Francis Gainer the station master-s
17 year old daughter play the piano. Says she has a lot of talent
and the Bainor family were evidently thrilled.left him at the Banff
oprings and he will drop back at tea time.

Hgve finished lunch and the dishes and are going for the mail
before angy one else comes. "as going to write Jean but will try to

get it off Air Mail, Loads of love C;ﬁ Sk




Banff,Alberta.
Wed.June 25,1952,

Dearest Mother,

A letter from Jean to-day saying that you have
walked as far as the swimming pool which sounds & long way after
the fall youw had. It must be nice to be able to get out and see
the garden and Just hope you bhave nice weather.

I remember you often used to say that the seasons
evened up, we had a real early spring and warm and then June has
been cold and wet., very few warm evenings. The weekend was really
miserable and such a lot of rain. Think told you that George
Brough arrived at 9.30 in the morningif™coffee and doughnuts
here, then we took him to the station and he and Pete went up to
the Gainers sulte above the station itself.(Mr Gainer is the
station master) and Francis Gainer who is 17 played the piano for
him. George said she Was talent but hasn't taken lessons for two
years but may again when she goes to University in Edmonton this
fall. He played for them and rete said I should have been there to
see the pleasure 1t gave the Gainer family who are all so musical.
I had taken the car to park as there was a convention of people
arriving.

We left Ceorge at the Banff Springs where he had
lunch with a singer, met another singer who he accompanies for in
oronto & who 15 a waiteess at the Hotel this summer and met the
ead of the trio. enjoyed 1t all. Back here for tea about 4 0'Clock
and then we went to Irene Glovers to hear her sing, she has wuite
a good volce but needs more practiee and teaching, but George is
very good and seems to enjoy helping the various ones. He is in
Calgary for two weeks adjudicating for the Toronto “onservatory.

Jonny had arrived by tea time so went with us to
Irenes and then we had supper to-gether at the Homestead. Uid I
tell you that Barbara and Jonny may go east this fall? They only
decided the day we came back from Lake Louise and were so excited
at the thought and telling us plans th hey sat andfilked and
looked at maps until nearly ten last Tgﬁﬁi@ﬁw,night. When we two
were anxious to go to bed and read early ! Barbara hasn't been
east for 17 years and if a Mrs Bell can come and look after the
house and the two boys as well as her own sdn who will boerd with
Barbara if he gets high enough marks in his exams this June, &nd
ga¥to school in Banff. They would be gone about 2 months.

"hen we asked Jonny if he wanted to go #th us to
dinner at the Homestead he said it would be & good chance for him
to improve his table manners, or I guess he said " to practise "
his manners. ©o George Brough coached him and they were gquite
amusing about it all. It was nearly nine when the bus left for
Calfary so it was guite a day for us.
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Banff,Alberta.
Thurs.June 26,1258

Dearest Mother,

We are having a thinder storm to-night, a real heavy
rain which we don't really need. Your letter came written Bunday
saylng it was too cold sit on the piszza and to-night on the
radio 1t says it was 100 1n Soston. How does Yorothy like it ?

Shall be apxious to he all about the launching of the new boat.
Rall be aEions oAtk !

+0 you think you will go to Essex this summer, shall
be anxhous to hear all about the house there too. Isn't it near
those lovely marshes that turn 4n the fall and which Miss Annie Agge
used to paint ?

. Well I still seem to keep busy all the time and. yet
have more that needs doing, but I guess I might as well get used to
the fact there will always be more that I want to.do than there is
time to do it in. That Japanese book you sent i1s most interesting
€he one about the Japanese moved from the coast. It shows what can
be done by people with enough leisure and of course the artistic
urge. 1 &hought it interesting where the man who taught embroidery
started with a class of 12 and one piece of cloth diviéded betitween
then and the silk and in the end had 650 wantufn take it up.

: e have had a dulet week in a way. Monday was over-
cast all day, I got the upstairs presentable to people wanting to
see the house, we did the errands and also called in at fearl Moores
Just to see how she was getting on in such miserable weather, Her
basement pump had stopped working and & plumber was down there work-
ing. we didn 't stay very long. Had just gotten home and lunch ready
to serve when 4 Indians from Morley appeared. lhey wanted to sing

a bit and hear some of our lndian recordings too so we asked if they
had eaten and luckily they had, and so they said they would be back
in half an hour. We had the dishes done before they returned and the
drum warmed up. They sang three good songs and told us too how in
the old days when Tom Simeon's grandfather lived in one of those
dwellings dug half into the ground and the top made of bows and
earth with a hole in the eenter how they would put meat in the
cpening and when an eagle came to get the food they would grab the
eagle by the feet and pull it in. I guess that was how the¥ caught
the eagle feathers. They were here guite a while and then lom told
the other three to leave. Joe Kaquits, Joe Fox and another Indian,
as he wanted to talk business with us. Turned out he wanted to
borrow $£50.00 until fall, so it was rather an expensive afternoon.

Oy the time they left and we had done the errands
it was traln time so we went down and watched the tourists. It is
rather fun to just sit and watch the trains and no one can come in.
Jonny was over at supper time and in the evening and I tried to
write letters,

Tuedda¥ it started to clear. We were expecting the
Fowlers on the 23rd. The cnes from California who were in the




accident at Bow Lake and who have been in New Haven all winter,
They wrote they would be in Banff around the 22rd. and we didn't
want to miss them. The Indians told us that their Sun Dance was to
be held this week and that Friday was visitors day so we hope to

go down to-morrow if it iz at all nice. H%ES: w it locks.-as if
it might rain all night.'@l%o\gi\h Coupl i o
We didn't go far from home Tuedday or yesterday and have
been seelng to all sorts of odd things. Sam was down vesterday
and to-day for a while in the morning. He overworks onthe basement
of the house they bought and are fixing up to Eent and » Eets
sore muscles and I think comes here to let off steam and get cheered
up, for we always joke about our horescope as.his and mine are the

same. In the paper each day it tells what one should do according
to the date one was born.

Yesterday we were just eating lunch when another indian
dropped in, Tom Kagquits, for a donation to the Morley stampéde, we
* gave him some cake and milk which was all he wanted and he sat
and tddked while we had lunch . one always gets a good- story out
of them. lhis time Tom very seriously told us about something that
dappened in the store at Morley, he had witnesses too he said.
" Dan Wildman and Moses Jimmy John"( I think it was ) the store
keeper too, " there was a big rain, lots of thunder, storm outside,
The store keepers Mother—in-law came in from outside and said as
she eame in the door, ' it's a hell of a storm.8 and Just then there
was & big thunder, the lights went out and the mother-in-law fell
on the floor. Tom said." they carried her into the other room, she
was allright after, but fete, I believe God makes the weather and
she shouldn't speak like that." Evidently he didn't approve of her
saying"He@l" Bather Interesting that Missionaries think they are
teaching Indians religion when they have a more reverent attitude
toward God than the white people.

There were quite a lot of errands that afternoon and just
as we were golng over town a young €arm couple came through the
yard loocking for 117 Otter St. the other side of town, but they
had gotten mixed up in directions. 5o we drove them up to see about
& cabin and brought them back down town. They were a nice young
couple, spoke broken English, were here for Just two days and
going to see all they couldg, The man offered to pay us for taking
them around. Youf meet a lot of nice pedcple in a casual way like
that. When we got back home Linnie arrived and then Jonny and
she helped us scrub some new dungarees we had bought and I did
8 bit of weeding and Jonny showed off a bit on his bycycle taking
the dog for a ride in the basket. Then last night Frances Yames
sang a beautiful concert over the radio, so we recorded it op the

p_ackgﬁ %:hﬁwm%h T husﬁ}mnﬁs El&ﬂm‘phcny On.Cl-‘hDA.]

To-day Sam was down thls morning. but first as I finished
making the bed the fire alarm rang. We got the Jeep out quick and
could hear the siren on the truck as we reached the road. A Gov't.
man told us it was the hospital and there was quite a crowd around
the back, so we drove down under the bridge in time to meet the
fire engine coming tawards us, It headed up the Upper Hot Springs

road and we after it. We weren t aﬁ qgick,frmm W ege gg wepe aqg
so paused to see if it went along Kootenay #ve. but o nergmr
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trucks went on up the hot spring rodd so we ed ., Got nesr
the top only to meet the police and fire engine coming down. While
Pete turned round,l went to the Jaegis and asked where the fire
was but they hadn t known of any. 8ad to see there new dining
room and by the €ime we got down again gave up finding it.




Banff,Alberta,
June 28,1958,

Dearest Mother,

We had a late night last night and Pete 1s snoozing
in the other room, no sign of Jonny and.a good chance to type you
& bit uninterrupted.

Had a card from Gray Campbell this morning,asaid
he was going to write us but first started to write you and before
he knew it he had written you 14 pages in longhand. He said he
seamed to have been carried away and so we had better ask you for
news of them as he was written out, but he said it was great fun
writing you and he tried to appolofize for inflicting so many words
on ;fﬂu.t

Don't know if he told you that he got a letter from
Collins about the manuscript and wrote wus " If I had not read well
into the Book Mrs Hobb sent I should have been puzzled- or discour-
aged but the facts In the text book assure me that the manuscript
and story are good and I am only running into the difficulty any
author encounters who tries to market his own without an agent.
A large publisher receives 500 MS a month. Forty percent are sub-
mitted by agents, less than one percent are bought from the author
alone ! ReJections to acceptences near 50 - 1. Job now is finding
right publisher." ©So wamn't it lucky you sent him the book, he
has mentioned it several times in letters to us.

“unday, Another dull and rainy day, overcast all AM
and now about 2,30 it is starting to rain lightly. We have been quite
busy the last few days.

¥xiday Thurdday was the morning when we went on a
Wild goose chage after a false alarm, then Sam came in for a short
time to tell us his tr les, HNot that he had so many but he was
feeling a bit down, but ¥ while he and fete were talking I got a
lot of woolens washed ocut. In the afternoon we were fitting things
in the Jeep a different way when the Mowlers drove in. We had been
looking for them around the 23rd. They are the ones who were in the
accident at Bow Lake and vome from California. He is 28 and she 24
but an ususually fine couple we think. She is a laboratory &ecknician
I think and s.gad good jobs in canning plants etc. while he got
his gegree in ineering. *hey both worked the year after being
here and then drove east with a small trailor all through Texas &
the south, florida, flew to Nassau & back. and finally to New “
Haven where he took a post graduate course in engineering ( Traffic
Control}) while Janice worked in some factory. They drove up the
coast in June and to the Maritimes and then across the country.
They are awfully interesting to talk to as Paul can explain things
well and 1s very concerned about the negro problem and such things,
They were heee most all afternoon and we had tea too, They were to
g0 to, the Webbs that night for supper. as Paml had worked with
Jimﬂy* e summer they were here and knews them well. We had a bibg
rain and thunder storm.

Friday we had planned to go to see the Sun Dance at
Morley but knew it would be muddy from the rain the night before




g0 when it seemed to start in looking like heavy showers all day
we declded not to go as we couldn't have taken pictures anyway.

~ We did all sorts of things, getting a box fixed for the foom etc.
Yam was down again for a short time and then Mom with a rhubarb pie
and 8id Vallance with some papers, then in the afternoon Jonny and
Linnie Becker with a friend Christine Smbth appeared, so we took
6hem with us while we got maill and did errands and let them off
over town. Had a mumber of things to do and when it rained later
took Linnies bike back to her in the {eep as she had left it here.

EE Then after supper the Fowlers c ame , they had been up at
lake Louise and had much better weather than we had. a lovely day.
Then they were to pick up Jimmy Webb at 4.30 which they did but
were later than h#& wife expected getting back to supper. Poor
Barbara Webb, everything had gone wrong. #rs Greenham who has a
little English car she can t drive got Batbara to take her rround
and ‘stopped at this place and that all along and Barbara was
tired from that, had prepared a nice supper and the others were
late, then Paul had gone into the bathroom and mbt realizing had
flushed the toilet and ‘one of the baby's diapers had been left in
the bowl a few minutes to soak out apnd of course Paul never thought
and I guess Barbara in her hurry had forgotten it was there. so the
whole thing had overflowed onto the floor and such & time. Finally
they were ready to sit down to a rather low table all set for
supper, and as Janices chair was still lower they had suggested
she sit on a pillow which she did and as she sat it sort of
raised her knees and hit the table which was a bit unsteady and
four full plasses of milk upset over all the things on the tablel!
The Fowlers felt terribly and were sure they could hear Barbara
shedding a few tears in the kitchen where she thought no one would
see! We told them that most 1likely whenever they met in years hence
they would always have a good laugh over that meal whereas the ones
that went well would be forgotten ! They were very amusing about
it. Edmee came in just as we were' going up the hill to see their
trailor and came too. It was smaller-than T expected. Just about
the size of Jeans room in Concord. at one end two double seats wihh
“‘a table in between, like a seat im a pullman train. Then at the
other end a double bed., In between on one side the door you entered
by and a cupbosad with thelr clothes, a small ice and above
the frig a 1ittle cupboard. Opposite that a 4 burner gas stove and
a small sink with working space around it. Underneath the cooking
things and above 1ittle cupboards, Tiny windows all arcund with
venetian blinds and it was all nicely finished in plain wood. Most
compact. They had even put a shelf across the foot of the bed and
had a tiny television set on it which could be turned to face the
table or the head of the bed. #s they said if you took anything
out you would have to put it away agaln and ‘everything had its
place, But I think they did well to live in such small wuarters
for a whole wirger. They heated it with an electric heater and were
very confortable,

They came back here and with Edmee we talked until nearly
twelve. I didn t realize 1t was so late.

Saturday , yesterday,we were sleepy in the morning but
did oquite a bit, the usualy cleaning on °taurdays and errands.
Had an early lunch and the Fowlers dropped in to take a picture




of the house as we were finishing.They left this morning. Then
Susan and Patsy were ower in the afternoon and later Hick and
Willi Morant were in. They are now headed for taking pictures in
Nova Scotla, Nick wanted to show a drawing of a roof mxthe we
had to the carpenter building their house, so I started the
chikken in the pressure cooker and left it on the lowest heat so
I guess it Just steamed and then we drove them down to the
carpenters, Nick went in amnd Willli stayed and talked to us. Lt
must have been nearly / # of an hour later when Nick came out and
we took them to the Larsons where they were to have supper. and
it was 7.30 when we got home, The chiken was certainly nice and
tender. I picked one plece up and the bone fell right out. We
just friedgd it quickly in the frying pan after sprinkling salt,
pepper and flour on and my but it tasted good. We think it the
best way to cook chicken for us. “oday we took out as much as

we watfied and I warmed it up enough to melt the aspic Jelly on
it and then sprinkled it again and»fried it.h1$ E@stes ﬁyesh and

1s so easy. Yow PO FAM W oonovad WAL WM T Wweel -

) .

We had just finsihed supper when Charlie Beil came down
to return something and stayed until nearly ten. we had been f
golng to hear the Edmonton's Boys band which Jonny saild wasvery
good.

Had a quiet morning to-day and now it is rainy. the
Morants may be in later. If not will go to the train when they
leave.

Better get writing another letter or do some mending.
Tuesday is July first and a great day in Canada, like the 4th
of July so will be crowded and we won't go out dtil after, especially
with the weather so pooT .

Loads of love,
e .
C TN o
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