Banff,
Alberta.
July 6,1954

Dearest Mother,

Can't remember if I wrote after
we came back from Calgary on Friday night, seems
if I must have. Won't have time to give you
detalls now for as usual am in a bit of a rush.

Ules LaCasse and a Dutchman are
taking out stumps of old trees we took out years
ago and also a few trees and I have a cold
drink to give them when they come back with a
load of cinders, have some soup stock cooking as
we have soup at night usually, and the ironing
to cdo and a letter with this to catch the mail,
Pete has been working on a picture but doesn't
want to strain his eyes, it is slow work. The
Nobles who were near us in Honolulu last winter
came to see us yesterday and a girl who works in
broadcasting in Vancouver came the night before
with a French teacher and so it goes,

Lthe weather is lovely and sunny &
warm and the tourists getting think.

What a wonderful idea giming George
a Television set, it must be so hard Just sitting
all the time and not being able to do anything,
if you want to keep yours I would be glad to go
halfs on a new one with you for George. Whatever
you think best?

Cousin Jane and Mildred must be
with you in Concord and I know how nice that will
be for you all, Will write a real letter soon

Heaps of love to you all

Cal¥arns -




Banff,Alberta,
Fri.July 9.1954.
Dearest Mother,

We have had lovely weather lately and quite warm;
70 most every day but ta-day is showery. Ules LaCasse and a Duteh

boy are thinning out trees for us, mostly the Balm of Gileads at
the back of the house, Sam is building two little cupbeards: to go
beside the ehest of drawers under the window in the bedroom and
Pete 1s working up in the studio. We go out every now and then to
sort of watch what trees are being taken out. and soon we are to
take Nick and Willi to the train at 5 oClock, as they are going
east for 6 weeks to take pictures for the C.P.R. Next week is
Indian Days and the town is full of tourists pight now. In fact we
were both upstairs a little while ago, I cleaning the bathroom and
Pete in the studic, he heard the spring on the screen door but I
Just: thought Sam was coming in to measure something. Pete went down
. and here was a strange man standing in the kitchen, wanted to know if
we had cabins to rent ! Just shows one has to keep the door locked if
out at all.

Well before I finished this, there was tea for the men

as it turned colder to-day ( see in the paper it was 80 a couple of days

this week 85 once ) then Uorothy Wnyte came in and we all went up to

the Horants soon after four, helped. them close up their house and to
the train, which was a little late, then Dorothy up to the Summer School
in time for six o'clock supper, back here for ours and then we have

been listening to the Chuck Wagon races at the Calgary Stampede, very
exciting ones; now have just been up to water Mr cootts flowers as

.he has been away all week and wrote to ask if we would,




w VomeewartA
It has been rather a busy wekk,Dorothy Whyteﬁg;rived yesterday

af ternoon having been given a month's vacation with pay and so she
decided to come to the summer school and take the painting, she has
just started this winter to paint, once a week at evening classes &
found it so absorbing she Jjust loves it. We took her up to the
Summer school but no one seemed to know what she whould do except that
her name would be on & bed in Skywood Chalet which she was told by
wire she would be in, so we went there and could find only two beds
not slept in and none with names, some young girls were helpful so
Dorothy put her name on one and came back to supper with us. Then
when we took her up next time found they provide no towels so came
back for a couple of ocurs. To-day she came to tell us how well it
had all worked, the food just wanderful for such a big crowd and she
was in a lir ®acDonalds class who had all ages from 12 to 70, some
school teachers working for eredits aq{ ove Just for fin' like bBeepself.
She had been up since 7 O'Cloek orked until four with time for
lunch. and she met all sorts of people and was having a&md time.
Remember Arlene Voorhies the very large lady a little like
Betty Dumaine who came to see you with a %rs Henderson who is Scotch
and hit it off so well with Jean, the second time she called you were
down the driveway @drecting planting and couldn't remember who she was
until later ? ¥mXX She had a house in Jackaman #aine and New York and
now lives in Southfield Mass. She has just oome out for a month with
Pearl Mgore and they came down night before last and we did a lot of
talking. Then the evening before that we had Fern Brewster Dooley who
téddphoned you from Boston last fall 1 think . and Sam and Cis too.
That afternoon we had had Ken Bhompson and Hope with their little girl
for tea, and lick and a Doctor from Victoria had aslo dropped in. Ken

is a local Boy Pete's age and one of the doctors in Edmonton, we went




there to supper the 24th of Hay. They are Both awfully nice and
it was fun having them, our busiest day for company since returning
from Calgary.

In between we have been doing quite a bit about the house,
such as wash and yesterday Sam was making a bookecase for wide books
and we started polishing the blg table and that led to Just giving
this a rub and that a rub, so now the desk and old chest have a lobely

rich look, Sam said to use raw linseed o0il and & little Vinigar 3 to 1

( I mbxed & spoonfuls of the oil to one of the vinegar ) you rub a

little on and then polish it all off, it is an oldfashioned way but

gives a nice lasting finish and brings out the color and takes off any

¥ dullness,

Shan't try to answer your letters to-night as it is almost
bedtime, We felt so sorry about mMrs Mott Shaw, but knew she hadn't
been well for a long time.

Guess I will call this a letter for now.

Heaps of love,

Cannice -




Banff ,Alberta.
+hurs.July 15,1954

Dearest Mother,

Ihis is the first day of Indian Days and thought
there would just be time before lunch to rush off a letter, though
there are fresh peas to shell, will take a little time, Pete eats
too many while he is shelling to make it worthwhile getting his
helpl

Had mean't to write a real letter yesterday but it
was one of those busy days, Went over town early to order the boxes
of groceries we usually give the Indians and then the barnk and Pete
had to go back to sign something,dall of which took time, then Ules
was here to put pitch on the shed roof, and I had the woolen shirts
to wash and socks etc. and just when I started those David Stockand
arrived. He works for the Canadian Press(is 23) in Winnipeg and was
in Vancouver for his holidays with the family, stopped off for
Indian Bays for he helps give out prize money etc. He is rather
quiet but I guess a good reporter for he listens well, and the
Canadigpn Press evidently think & lot of him and are sending him with
the other reporters on the Duke of Edinburgh's trip to the
north by plane, Hésnews will be msed by all Canddian papers I guess.
He couldn't stay for lunch as he was to have it with Jackie and is
sleeping at Bill Waterworths £o we don't have to think of his
accomodation.

Had thought of going to the grounds early but it
was pretty hot, so rroned the shirts etc.got something cool for ¥
the men and then Pete worked on a letter to Dr Marshall, We had
one from him day before yesterday saying that he could have either
Bifocals or trifocals anytime he liked and they can be made evidently
and sent and we presume fitted in Calgary. Pete wrote what I thought
was an awfully good letter and then I typed it out and we sent it
off. Knowing the time the mail closes one always seems top be
meeting the deadline, we are not the only ones for inev ly there
are others at the station getting the letters away as the train goes.

We went out to the Indian Grounds to take the parcels
and see the various friends which is always fun, I forgot that
Harmie Hess of Calgary was 1n at lunch time, she wanted to know
about seeing the lIndians and the best time.

After supper we went down again with two more boxes
for those we forgot, and one Indian wanted to hear one of the
reQrdings from two years ago , they were so anxious to hear them we
said we would come back and try to find it which we did. It was
lovely down there and quiet and peaceful. When we got back found
the plug we had used other years for electricity was no longer
there but finally plugged in near the concession stand and had nearly
50 Indians gathered around to listen, It was ten by the time
we left, and this morning we were up at 6.30 so as to %et to tge
grounds beiore g and try to get a few pictures beffre the parade.




The cloud effects were unusudlly lovely this morning but am
afraid it may rain or have thunder storms this afterncon. The
"sun was 'out for the parade which made it nice.

We don't intend to go too much as one can get pretty tired
Jooking too much, it's not like the days when we were helping to

run it and no time in between to eat much, and so many things to
think of.

Wonder if the family are getting that terrifically hot weather 7
Heard 1t was 116 in Texas and all through the middle «est in one
place 1t had been over S0 every day for a month.

This isn't much ef a letter, am glad ¥Fildred and Cousin Jane
were to be with you though expect the visit i§ over by now. 4Are
you golng to Marb@gehead with Miss Wagner ? It would be a nice
change for you.

time to shekl the peas,

Loads of love,

P.S. Goodnegs I nearly forgot to thank you for the birthday presents
The two books look real good d the pinchshions are lovely to have,
also the prétty little tortoisgsheél case. Do you know who it

belonged to? and the cunning little basket too. Thanks so much, I
always enjoy things like that. The box only arrived Saturday, such
a time as it took to come, even from Calgary, maybe it was the busy
season. The books that I don't keep will be Just fine for the
Library, Will enjoy looking at the Hoyal ones first, and the ballet
one is lovely and I know Virginia will love it, wil] s nd 1t to her
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Banff,41berta.
Tues.July 20,1954

Dearest kother,

Well Indian Days are over and I have been trying
to cateh up & bit with washing and ironing and energy too, We
really get more of the Indians' than most people for it starts the

day before on Wednesday and we see them off on the train on the

]
Monday, and yvesterday it 1&5te§j§nt11 about two in the afternoon.

Saturday was pretty hot so we didn't go down in the
afternoon with the crowds and dust, we had gone in the A.M, and
picked up Mary Mclean Kootenay and her gfidfaughter Kathleen as
the girl wanted to hear her voice on the recorder and was too shy
to sing down there, so brought them to the house, We had had a
wire the night before that Tom Link of Lake O'Hara Days and 4r
Simpson were golng through at 10.10 A.M. so wanted to see them the
20 mintites the train stops in Banff, We left Hary and daughter at
the store to shop and then dashed to the station where the train
was rather late, had a nice and quick visit with the two men and
then back for sary and some meat for another famlly and down to
the Indian Grounds again, That was inthe morning and so we didn 't
go in the afternoon or evening, as we didn't want to get inwvolved
in driving any of the Indians to the concert. Played over some
recordings they wanted to hear to take down the following night.

Sunday we were late getting up and had roast beef
for dinner, Dorothy Whyte coming to have it with us, It was a real

hot day so after taking Dorothy to a friends and then driving them

both down to the Golf Club house at the Banff ©prings where they




stayed for tea, we drove home via Kootenay Ave. and seeing the
MacKenzles watering thelr new lawn and wakhing the car we stopped
in and talked to them for a bit. Pete hasn't wanted to visit with
pecple until Just lately or to drive round, but now he can see
better we have taken quite a few of the drives, went up to Sundance
Canyon after the Mackenzles for it was tooc hot to go domm toIndian
Days we decided. I know why we went driving, as we came down the
road we saw a friend of Mom's headed in our drive, Miss Gammel who
is very forgetful as she gets older, so forgetful she doesn't know
how long she staygs, so we just kept on going by the house and up
towards the:,Cave and Basin mntil we were sure she had gone,

We had an early supper and then went. down to the Indian

Grounds to give afew presents of yard goods to some of our best

friends and also to take some recordings they wanted to hear, It

is lovely in the early morning or late evening and cool and quiet.
We visited with: several of the different ones and thenbefore we
got started some bikle group started an open air meeting, and we
had to wait intil. that was over, It was nice just watehing. Then
they wanted the recordings . anmd it was guite a session. We were there
until after ten o'clock and it was dark. Must bhave been at least
50 Indians around the Jeep listening and then later three men and
about six women sang. The Indian who announced the singers would
say each time, and: they thought it a great joke,"drs Rolling-in-
the- Mud,Mrs - Chinikl, Mrs Paul Dixon, Mrs Joe Kootenay and. Mrs
doe Kaquits and Mrs Pete Whyte." Then they would start beating a
drunm and singing, It was too bad but the light on the recorder
burned out and so we couldn't record well, but they promise nedt
yvear after the concert they will put on a real show and sing late

at night for us. 10.15 was late enough fer—we and the mosquitoes




were awful. Mrs Joe Kaguits came over to hear the recordings herg
husband made two years ago, he died of Cancer last year., They all

wanted to hear his volce again.

P
Then Monday morning we had promised to pick up David and Mrs

Bearspaw and take them to the station and see them on the train,
which we did, and then ran into-the son who was trying to get a
tire fixed for George Mclean. It had blown out near Canmore on the
way up and ks his wagon had no spare he had to run on it and it was
really anond mending, but a new one would have cost §20.00 so we
thought it best to say there were none in town. It was off a 13286
model A Ford and as Dave Prosser was tel&iug us you hardly ever saw
such an old car these days, He had hardly finished telling us when
in one drove with a man, his wife and three little girls, They also
had a flat tire but theirs could be fixed:(They had come all the
way from Princeton B.C.

Well. Pave bought 4 potato sacks at the grocery store and
stuffed those inside together with an old tube and we hoped it
would get George and his wagon the 40 miles to Morley, then back
down to the grounds where Pete helped him put it back onto the wagon.
He said he had a Jack, and it turned out to be poles which Pete
leaned on to 1ift the axle Jjust encugh ,It worked well but was
hot in the sun, I went over to see how they were getfing on across
the ecreek and found an old sadle in the long grass, someone had
thrown out. George sald 1t was the way the old Indian saddles for
a woman wapemade, using roots of trees that formed forks, and with
buckskin sewn on with sinew. Very interesting, must have been thrown
out. We brought the Mcleans up town to shop and then while they

were at the store we started lunch which they ate with us, Ldockily




we remembered that George always asks a blessing, most of the

old Indlans like the Hawaians all do that. Seems funny the white
man taught them and they carry on the custom that the rest of us
have forgotten.

Hust go now to catch the train and mail east. Did I tell you
that Pete got the prescription from Dr Marshall for the trifocals
and we will have to go to Calgary soon for them to measuee him for
the new glasses, We were a bit too weary to go to-day.

Yesterday Dorothy came down in the late afternoon and we took
her back up to the school and helped her move her things to a much
nicer room in the new building.

Have been interrupted a bit so will let this go.

Loads of love, .
¢ St o
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Banff,Alberta,
cunday,July 25,1954

Dearest Mother,

It's a lovely day and 10 or 12 cars parked along the
road in front of the house with family picnics and canoces going by on
the river, Pete is working on a picture of the Indians listening to
the singing the last night of Indian Days, he made & pencil sketch
the day after from memory and with his reading glasses, then drew
in one on & 11 x 14 inch canvas with charcodl and now is putting
color on that using his distance glasses down his nose, He finds he
can see a llttle nearer that way. and then later if it comes out
well he might do a larger one. At present the changing from looking
far then near is a 1little difficult, so we haven't trédd sketching
vet, !

“id I tell you that Dr Marshall sent the prescription
for Trifocals ﬂ it came a week ago and Wednesday morning we set off
for Calgary at 6.18 getting there about 8.30 and & good chance for
a parking place, It was overeaet and a few showers so nice and cool
for us. Pete got into the optical prseription place before nine when
Mr Humppery who was so nice before in fitting the glasses arrived
and he took the neeessary measurements, the lens im ground in
Toronto and will take & weeks and even after that it may take some
time before Pete gets used to them, Dr Marshall said it is more
difficult if you haven't worn glasses before.

We did a couple of errands getting a new tie for fete
and ordering a pair of pants and then to Mr Turners where we got a
few paints etc. and started back by 11 A.M., and were home, eating a
picnic lunch on the way , by 2 o'clock, It was raining here and quite
codl.

Thursday Nell was due at Bow Lake and we had thought
of going up, but Pete picked up a sort of cold mostly in his throat
and it didn't seem wise to try and camp out just now. If we went just
for the day the chances were the Tripps might be off for Jasper that
day and we would have to waitjuntil supper time and it would be late Inud
getting home, also I have to do all the driving and thought I don't
mind 1t doem make more of a day of it. They will be down here for
to-morrow anyway so it seemed better or wiser to wait until then.

Sam has been making two cupboards , one to go on either
side of the chest of drawers under the bedroom front window and make
it look like one long piece of furniture filling in the whole space
aof the big dormer, like this. So we had those to stain and put in. he
made a new top out of flooring from the original back porch and it
looks very well nmow it is all in. I can keep extra large Art books in
the cupboards, the kind too large for a shelf. Then he is making new
and lower book cases to go along the wall by the bed to hold the old
Studios bound and the National Geographics. He works as he feels like

it and has a =kmp workshop over in one of ths ol gy sheds. Then
Friday dquite undexpectedly Ules LaCasee and Bugcg g?é helper




arrived to lay a stone walk from our back door upt towards the Garbage
box and Sam'$ shop,and if anyone is going over town. They did about
40 feet of it until they ran out of rock and it dows look nice.

Then yesterdxx Friday afternoon the McClintocks dropped in
on their way to Lethbridge, Fete's cousins and Aunt Maggie Grayson's
daughter, we were having tea when Dorothy and Llaude McKeck dropped in
after Apt school and later we drove them to Carl Rungios. and so it
goes, Yesterday we went up to get a few colored pletures of the
Valances garden, as they are away and won't see it themselves and a
nelghbor Frank Low who used to be the C.P.R.Gardener is looking after -
it for them. It is full of color just now. Then while there we saw the |
Walter Phillips who live next door and had a look at his watercolors, |
Pete gave me one for my birthday but didn't have a chance to choose it.,
It was of the Douglas firs and a deer, behind their howses but we
thought it would be nice to have one of his boat onesy#8°In the end
chose one of four fishing boats near the top of the picture in a row
across and a loyely reflection in the water. We went ak back in the |
afternoon, had a nice chance to taldk too and Mr Philips is to Bring |
some of his class down Tuesday afterroon g .%Q AT S mf-

I have been busy making curtains for upstairs, some material
with dark green and a reddish color for the old little bedroom to
match both the rug we have there at present and the bed cover for the
couch, It was stuff we had in Honolulu in 1850, sort of Javanese design.
Then in the big bedroom I have some awful blue faded ones, 8o am making
some of Eclotch plaid that Tom Winton sent us Crhistmas, it is bright

red, a vermillion red and a soft green, will serd a sample, we have
a plain green rug to show off the big polar bear skin that was given
us and then the red Hudson Bay blankets on the bed ate the same red,
I think they will look very colorful.

Patsy and Susan drdpped in last night after nine, told us
all about the girls at the summer school and the fun they have etc.
and we talked about climbing etc.Then drove them home about 10.30

This isn't much of a letter But with the Tripps coming to
morrow morning I have quite a lot to tidy up around the house and
the desk has so much piled on it now I have to write this at the
dining table,

Wonder how Cou$in Harriet is and if she did die or is Just
lingering on. remarkable she came out of the coma , am glad she had
the fun of her 101 birtHday and the thought of her friends.

Mildred wrote us the loveliest letter and all about the
things you did and what a wonderful time they had, they sounded very
gay toc me,

Loads of love and will try to answer your letters before long.

(i
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Banff,Alberta.

Tburs.duly 29,1954

Dearest Mother,

Haven't written since Hell Baldwin Tripp and her
family were here, We wrote them but guess the letter didn't get to
Bow Lake in time, for them to come straight here so we sort of
looked for them all morning, while we did just odd things like
a bit of dusting and taking the fly specks off the window and such,
But when they hadn't arrived by noon we had a sandwich and about
1,30 Nell drove in. They had gone to the motel first and the others
were having lunch so she only stayed a minthe and went back to them,
then they all came over. Buch a nice family as they are. £leanor is
18 and going to Smith mexx bhis fall, as is Frances Hiam. I didn't

realize that last year Eleanor went to the Goronation with Frances and

Mre Wbster and a wonderful trip in Euroﬁe. Then there are two boys

Jimmy and Bill Q_or maybe it is Jim and Billy ) about 18 and 14 and
then the little girl Frances Tripp who is about 10 and a live wire.
They are travelling in just an ordinary car and have all their bags
carefully fitted into the-back, I think they said they drew a picture
or plan of where -each one went to make it easier to pack, for they
were in a different place most every night except for Los Angeles and
van Francisco and Bow lake, which the kids enjoyed most of all. they
loved the riding.

They all went up to Norquay for a ride on the chair 1lift
and then came back to us about five. Pete went to the Clinic with Bill
as he had '‘a sore throat Nell was worried about and then back. He shen

stayed with me while Pete went with the others to try and find a
1 - ] ;1
Mountie and in the end they went up to the Banff Springs and the Golf




Course. Pete and I had gotten the vegetables ready for supper while
they were at Norquay and I was amused Bor Pete was working very diligent-
ly shelling peas while I fixed the roa®t, and petatoes and.éﬁrrots,
and after a while he said " 8 are more than 2 to get supper for aren't
they ? " We had a really g ood roast and they did enjoy the home
cooked Bod and the peas were really fresh from the Windermere, then
we had strawberries on vanilla ice cream and chocolate cake, they
all drank milk as we do,so that simplified things and they were so0
good about helping. bleanor and one of the boys helped me dish up the
food and we really had a good time,

Right after supper it was so lovely out we went driving to
see around Tunnel Mt, the Hoodoos, the Campground and later the Upper
Hot Springs, then Big B#ll went back to the motel to put little Frances
to bed Fhile the rest helped us wash, the dishes, theye were guite a lot
but the usual amount for them and it took no time at all.

We really didn 't have much time to visit but they had had a
wonderful trip all the way and up at Bow Polly Webster Harris was
there with her two youngest children, about 9 andl5 I think, Seems
she had three chiléren soon after they were married and then for ten

years she was sort of laid up with T.B., then had two more, so the older

ones are married and have children of their own, -The oldest boy is

the one with Polio I think and Nell says he is the kind who has done
everything he could to overcome his handicap and is auite wonderful
about'itJ:J;yggfscrry we couldn't have gotten up while they weee at
Bow lLake, especially as young Frances Hiam was with tﬁ%ﬂ;gth§$“have
gone on to Jasper now for a time. But Pete has had a bad cold in his
chest 1 guess you would call it. a bug going around and now I have &
touch of it, hope mine doesn't last as long. His makes him very horase

every night. Bill Tripp evidently had the same “thing. and we didn't
dare camp out with bad throats at least thought it not wise.




The Tripps left for Glacier Park the next morning about 8
Eo we didn't 5ee r;MEE&a.J’.n sTuesday was fairly busy for us as we had
t%%f?bs with 5 of his most promising Art Students at 4 P.M. for
tea and to see the pictures, then as they were leaving about 5.30
Pearl Moore and Mrs Strong from Vancouver came in, and inthe evening

Uorothy Whyte with one of the men(a Mr 4atherson) in her cdass. Fe was

frog Calgary and interested in painting.iuu it was a busy day in the

end. Some of the girls Hr Phillipsﬁg}e uite talented especially one
named Sarafinchen or something like that.

lesterday Sam had the bookcase ready fob the upstairs bedroom
which meant a bit of changing around books and moving things but it
is such an improvement and he is now going to make two ®itle tables
for each side of the bed more or less to mateh. Pete has been using
a4 log standing on end on his side and I a little low table.

In the afternoon Nifty Addinall his wife and daughter and
son-in-law dropped in for about an hour, He is from Edmonton and they
are the ones who invited us to stay with them up there. He is head of
all the Govennment Dental work up north I think, was in ltaly during
the war and has some very amusing stories to tell. Then in the evening
we sewed new grass in some bare patches wheee Ules LeCasse pulled out
stumps and also Weside a new wekk he laid out the back.

Pete 1s stretching a canvas just now and Jonny waiting for

me to go to the mall, I have the desk fairly well straightened out so

should gt your letters properly answered soon. J\}ﬁ.ﬂ.ﬂ-ﬁ\:‘l&@hﬂ.:}
%hhxﬁﬂhL

about their trip. Loads of love to all

the family will be home now, would love to hear more

How is Cousin Harrieg 7

€




Banff ,Alberta.

Tues.sug.3,1954

Dearest Mother,

Am not doing too well with the letter writing, I

usually get a chance on Sunday but we got up late, Jonny was over
and it was such a lovely day 1 decided to wash the last blanket to
be done in the Bendix, then made the first blueberry muffins of the
year for lunch and got involved talking to someone when golng for
ice cream and it made us late getting back. Then one of the little
art students named Wilma, aged 18 with a lot of talent for drawing
horses brought her father and mother to see ocur log house, lhey
live out of Red Deer and real ranching people, the mother was very
S5lavic looking and hardly spoke but the man was young for a father
of 4 girls and a boy, and so interested in the log work, examined it
all very carefully, Beems he is from latvia and his mother studied
art in £t Petersburg 50 years ago, He heard from her only once last
year and then she didn't dare mention anyone by name and mailed it
in some small town where she wasn't known. She must be 70 and he
sald spoke of pulling the plow in the fielgs like a hogse, " A,

St Qul of Buait o WD -

" as he put it very sarcastically.\fe spoke excellent

paradise
Bpnglish and works for an oil company cleaning up the land after they
drill and wants to build the family & house and logs are the cheapest
material.

Dorothy Whyte and Ethel Knight also dropped in that
afternoon right after lunch about 2,30 and the Dave Prossers were
around in the evening to borrow our roller as they are planting a

lawn. Pete planted the little circle we made in our driveway and




luckily I ran back and forth over the loose earth with the Jeep to
pack it down first, Pete giving me directions so 1 didn:t miss any,
for since then.one girl has parked on it, Mr Lonsdale drove a little
over one side and last night just as the new graess was showing,a
strange car came tearing through our driveway and went right over the
middle of it ! It didn't go in far thank goodness but we were annoyed,
Saturday was a real busy day for us, I did the usual cleaning of
upstairs and some down,had a wash going and Georgie Paris drdpped in
as she is flying to Honolulu for her two weeks vacation and wanted
addresses etc., Then we shopped and after lunch as Sam was helping
put up the curtain rnés in the bedroog, Chuck and Mrs Miller called,
He guided us to Assinaboine years ago. Then Pete was Just getting
started again working on a picture when two boys from Concord or
Carlisle dropped in. Mertin Bovey Jr. and Sandy (?) HacMillain.
Awfully nice lads , Young Bovey did most of the talking, said he had
met Gale at a dance gnst before coming out and she told him to be sure
and look us up, he is taking a movie of Canada from Coast to coast
for an implement company in Minneapolis. They had been to Jasper %
the Peace River and are on their way to the coast. are camping out.
We had a nice visit and talk, liked them both so much and was
SOTTYy ﬁe couldn't ask them to supper, but as it happened we hadn't
planed anything but left over soup and I had a snuffly cold too into
the bargain. ‘hat is the only trouble when cooking for just two you

don't habe large enough guanties on hand. They came at 5,30 and it

was nearly 7 P.M. when they left. If it hadn't been saturday night

we could have taken them to a resteraunt but they are packed early.
Pete we think caught his cold from the Indians the night we
recorded and he stood in a g oup of them, though lots have it this

summer, and then when his was getting better I got it, started the




day after Nell was here, expect I was tired, anyfway it is a darn

x by )
nulsance iIn summer, it is larégitis with some. As soon as we are

over them we hope to go out camping for a few days at least, it would
help to be outside more, too many mosquitoes to sit outside here
and anyway one seems to be bmyy during the day or people come.
Haven't answered your letters to-day either, Poor Cousin
Harriet, how strong her heart must be and her will to live.
Will try and get organized soon and write a decent letter.

Loads of love,

CoBasini




Banff,Alberta.

Fri. Aupgust €,1354.

Dearest lMother,

Again a hurried letter, but so much has been going on
the last few days, Day before yesterday, #ednesday afternoon, Pete
got his ¢trifocal glasses, & week before we ezpected them, he tried
them that afternoon and evening and found by tipping them a bit they
seemed to be 0.K. So we tied them up on his head with a shoe string
and later that evening %hen Pearl Moor€and Arlene Voorhies were here,
She asked if Pete had to wear a hearing aid. looked just like one
with the shoe string over the top of his head,

That evening we drove around after supper to see how

they were for distance and then decided to go to Calgary early next

M
morning and have them fitted properly, We got back about eigh%iﬁnd

then Pearl came with Arlene and then Edmee dropped in and it was

10.30 before they left. We @ldn't want to mention Calgary for in-
varibly you do someone wants to Jjust ride down and back for one
errand.,

Next morning we set the alarm for 5.15 and didn't
feel too awfully sleepy , made breakfast and a lunch to take, and
were away soon after 6.20, Yot to Calgary at nine and & parking
place right next the Medical Arts Bldg, the man we saw before was
there and he spent over an hour adjusting the glasses Just right. He
is so good and doesn't seem to begrudge the time, also fixed the little
pads ‘'on the other long distance pair which were narrower than the others
and seemed to slip down hxmugh throwing the lens out of focus. Then
we went up to see Peter Vallance and Bill Gill and started home by

10,30, It was a good day for driving as it was cool and oversast but no




rain until we got home. The glasses worked much better than Pete

dared hope. He could see the distance, the dials on the dashboard

and read the print in the handbook, a lens for each of the 3 distances.

For reading the area in focus is naturally larger with his reading
glasses so Wwe may use them still when reading a long time, but it is
wonderful having all distances in fucus. He can see now the food he
is eating, before he had to use reading glasses to find bones and then
he couldn't see me or anycne at the table. Now by using a different
part of the glasses he can see both. So now we are.hoping to get out
sketching again. Wonder does Aunt Julie have trifocals?

We had rather a busy afternoon, errands and mall and then we
went to the rooms in the school where the Art CEtudents work to see
some of the pictures, met a few friends and atayed longer than we
mean't to, Last evening Eldon Walls came down and Dorothy and then
be took us to see his new house. o We didn:t get to bed as early as
we mean't to but haven't felt very tired to-day. “orothy was down this
A.M. and again later with Jean Park and i1s coming back for supper
and Sam we met at the Post office, he thought he had pleurisy so we
made him go to the docbbe, and it was too funny, he looked real sick
when he went in, had been in bed all day yesterday with a sore chest,
then when he came out he was smiling had color in his ckeeks and felt
a hundred percent, nothing wrong really but a staian, is back at work
in the shop.

We have Dr Riley's daughter's wedding to go to to-morrow as
we don't think we can get out of it, I suddenly remembered I have no
hat to wear but my old funeral hat, maybe we won't make it !

Must go now and see how Sam and Pete are making out staining
tho ,little cupboagds one for éither side of the bed.

Loads of love

C Msnnry,




Banff ,Alberta,

Mon.Aug.9,1954,

Dearest Mother,

Unce again in a rush, we have spent the last few days
getting ready to go out on a sketching trip as Pete is very anxious
to try the new pair of glasses and see if he can paint outdoors,
Worked a bit Saturday afternoon getting the Jeep cleaned inside and
putting the boxes 1n. Took Dorothy to the train , met her at the
school at ten and saw the Art Bxhibit, then the train was late,
took her friend home and just bad time to dress and go to fat Riley
wedding at the Hnglican Chwmch, great effort on our part, but we
didn't go to the reeeption, got out of our wedding clothes as quick
as we could and had a busy afternoon.

Then yesterday we slept a little late so Just had time
to go to the station to see one of the new sceniec dome or vista dome
cars with a mural by “harles Comfort of Banff, we were more interested
in it tha®.anything as the cars are much like the new ones in the
U.S5.A, Each of the observation cars is named agter a park and
Charles Comfort had the Banff Park to do, lives in Toronto and &r
Phillips who lives here had a park he had never been to in B.C.

The mural is of the hotel and view, very good but think “r Phillips'

1s much more striking.We went up for the Phillips but they wgren[t

i 0oL ey
up and ye didn't like to desturb them.w hwo«qﬂ%w o

Cah -
f Had no interruptions all afterncon and worked steadily,

getting paint, sleeping bags, tents and proper poles and pegs, and
all the clothes as well., It is a year since we had packed up the
car so it took a bit of thihking and collectigng things. Then

I had some bags to make for the tripod, stool ete. and did those last




night, after we had taken one quick ride to see the color on the
mountalns and also call at the Moores as Arlen Voorhies left to-day,
they were out so we went dosn this morning early. Had thought of
getting off today but there is a lot to think of and we had all the
food to do and fit in, which we did during the day, Patsy HacKenzie
came to tell us about thelr trip over Abbott Pass thlis afternocon and
then Sam came and I was busy trying to wash out 3 woolen shirts when
Jonny Beaspaw arrived with hsi father in a big truck. That mean't
tea but in the end we did a bit of recording and got a Bew stories
from David and he felt so good he even sang a bit of an old song,
He is 94, but by then it was nearly six and their car wouldn't start
so we had to push and pull with the Jeep to get it going.

It is Tuesday and a lovely day, have finished breakfast
and will put the rest of the stuff in the jeep, As I wrote this I
remembered the shirts on the line so got those ironed hefore bed-
time. We rather expect Bunny, 4nn rand Claite to arrive in August
so will leave messages around where we are, for we have no idea the

date they might come.

Loads of love and will write%&b Bow Lake for I thipk that
is where we will go first.%*ﬂ% q?a;JA¢af Aiiﬂ? ¥$Lilwfﬁp' :

CuRorwie Goi
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bgnff, 4lta,

lues.Aug.17,1954

Dearest Mother,

We are back from Bow Lake, have had all sorts of nice
letters from you and no time to really answer them as they deserve,
I always seem to be in a harry when writing anvone and now we will
be going for the mail as soon as Pete and Sam figure out a scheme to
arrange for an umbrella over our sketch boxes so we can paint 4if if
rains, otherwise the canvas and palette get too- wet, doesn't matter
about us for we can wear ralncoats.

The trip was really just right in every way. Lxcept for

the first night we slept in the Jeep, and the last two nights parked

it down on the lake’éhgk more or less in the open but where no cne

came, a little road to a gravel beach where they get gravel for the
roads. In the morning we would move the Jeep from the road to the
beach which was just wide enough and it couldn't have been nicer,

%e cook on the tall gate,and sit in out light aluminum chairs like
yours, it was sumny and two morhings not a ripple on the lake, lovely
reflections. lhen we would paint nearby, as it was more to be sketch-
ing again than doing any particular subject. Pete finds he has to
work longer than prevkously on each picture as it is much slower for
him fucusing from the distance to elose up, so I worked nearby too.
We painted most all the mornings and then made our lunch on the beach,
and when we Sound we had enough bright light would meve up to back of
the lodge in the ahade:?We had our dinners with the Simpsons and after
watching the eveming light would sit inside talking to some of the &

guests we had known in previous years., So all in all it worked just




right, we felt better for being outdoors so much and no one to
bother us or things to see to.

Sunday morning after a riany night it was very stormy looking
and as we hadn't had mail and needed to clean up a bit we decided to
come back, also there were one or two improvements to our outfit, like
the umbr&llars we wanted to get.

e left after breakfast amd were home for lunch, a bit of

consbtruction to drive through wh;gh was very muddy because of the

- o, WO :
rain., After 1uncp}39 were busy cleéaning brushes when Marguerite Orr

Rutherford of Calgary dropped in, stayed to tea and we had a very
interesting talk. She had gone and we had returned from watering alp
Scotts flowers as he 1s away , when Harold came over with some slides
he had takkn and wanted to see in the viewer, and 1t was almost 7
when we got supper, were Jjust #ating when Fearl Moore dropped in and
she stayed until after nine, so we were a little weary by the time
we got to bed,

Yesterday was nearly as bad., Sam came along and we did errands
,and Just as we were finishing lunch Tom Kaquits arrived from Morley.
Seems his wife felt she was dyihg;.éﬁn aﬁly go on her knees she 1s so
weak and wanted to know how Fetel!s eye was, says when she dies she is
golng to leave us her Indian costume, She wrote a letter which was
in the mail with some things she wanted, so up to the Post office we
went and sure enough a letter, she wanted"4 1lbs of beef, 4 dbs of
ham bacon, 4 lhs of Salmon and fat and 5 1lbs of potatoes and 5 1lbs
of oranges." Tom would take the things back with him. So we had to
see to that. They are pretty cagey.

Pete's glasses worked pretty well, at one time he thought they
might need adjusting as his ear and nose were getting sore and he

couldn't see gquite as well, then hWe discovered that one of the stems




that goes behind the ear, the little hinge was stuck and we remembered
that in Honmolulu he had the same trovuble with his dark glasses, it is
the perspiration that makes it stick and a Je#eler there fixed it with
a drop of oil, so now it works better as Pete loosened the hinge.

He finds he is getting more used to them all the time,

As soon as thés spell of showery rainy weather is over we will
go out again, 1t is giving us a chance to get things even better
arranged. Eldon was down yesterday about the store etc. and we got
a heap of mail to answer which I havenit done yet, also more clothes
to wash and iron.

fxk I haven't had a chance to read the books you sent on my
birthday, too many letters I owe and newspapers to catch up with.

Do hope you have good weather for your time in Essex and that
you see Mrs Mayor if she is at Hockport. will be fun for you staying
with the family.

loads of love and will wbe writing again soon.

e A




Banff,Alberta.

Thurs .Aug.19,1954,

Dearest Mother,

At last I am golng to make a try at answering some of
your letters. It rained in the night and has reined all day, a wind
from the sast, first really bad weather we have had since June.Just
by luck I got the dungarees and woolen shirts % socks washed yesterday
in spite of a few, showers and so we are all ready to go out apain but
will wait until it clears. Pete got lots of canvas ready and I'wrote
scme long overdue letters to—day and if it rains to-morrow will do some
more.There always is so much one can do in the house.

Youcertainly have had cold rainy weather, I see in the
papers this is one of the wettest seasons they have had in England
% Europe, we have been lucky so far, only showers and we need the rain
for the woods and grass.

Will send you a nice letter from Nell, feel a little
guilty as we did so little for them while in the Rockies, but are glad
they enjoyed it and want to come back.

Don't worry about any mistakes, we don't notice that you
make any more than others, am sure no more than I do.

Would love to hear more about the family's trip west, but
don't expect we will until next we see them, the ranch near Denver must
have been interesting and so nice they could have lunch with the
Sergeant Hewburys, the only time we were in Denver they were away.

I was so sorry to hear of Mrs Darlings death, must write
Elizabeth. Wonder will she and Priscilla keep on that big house just

the two of them?

liow letters. +‘hat tortoise shall thing you sent in the




freight box was like a very old card case. about 2 inches by 8 in size.
| Did you ever get your new T.V.set ? and Eive the old one to

George Foss. I imagine it will be a wonderful thing for him. Let me
know if you want me to contribute to his or your new set ¥

e had a nice card from Pietro in Ttaly , they mmst be having a
a wonderful time,

Yes I knew Katharine Dodge in school. at Miss White's she was
even in one of the mathamatics classes I was in, she had missed some
and taking it over, she was about Dlive Buttrick's age I thought.

Don't you remember when Edith and I took dancing lessons of Uorothy
Yodge so we could dance at Thanksgiving, must have been awful to see.!

Guite a letter from " “argaret" fho I think must be Mrs Cochrane,
it must be wonderful to have a houseful like that of kids all ages and
sizes, you would have to have Just the right nature to cope with it I
should think. and so many dogs too. They are certainly a wonderful
family.

Yes I have the addresses of Mrs Brown and Mrs Caird and Anna etec.

What 'a nice day you must have had in Essex and seeing Mrs Mayor
too. Did she know the young Sherrils who would &e Mrs Harris' Grandson ?
is he a mimister ? for I believe most of the cherril boys are.

You mentioned reading"The Book of Small" by Emily Carr. " Pause,

a sketch " Ey her was the book I sent Mildred at Christmas, written

about her time in hospital I think. Shall T send it to you ? see you
want 1t for Xmas, will try and remember ! The others are M House of all
vorts." and " Klee Wyck " and ™ Growing Pains " She died several years
ago.

I had forgotten Olive Buckley had a bycycle accident, what happeneda

Tucky whe is allright now. Would think 5 miles a day a lot to walk,




What an awful storm that must have been in Marblehead' to upset
all those boats, lucky no one was.drowned. *hey have had bad hail on
the praries this year, one twonship 1€ miles wide %he crops were
wiped out, Luckily many carry hall insurance but lots don't.

How i1s the needlepoint bag coming on ? “ouldn't you use some of
your previous designs and change the cnlﬂﬁscheme? that is if you
find, the designing hard.

Any more news of Cousin Harriet ? would she like a card do you
think or does she not take things in.

Do you know if Bunny and Clair Carruthers are still west ? You
wrote they might be here some time in August. I should have wired
Milwaukee for them to give us a few days warning if they came to
Banff. We leave a note on the door where to reach us,but would like
to go domn to Bowley if the weather is nice but dnnft like to go so

far 1f they are coming? and they might have started back to Concord.

We thought those clippingskf letters aboit the Art Festival

show of paintings in Boston very amusing, I liked the one where the
writer thought the Artist should be hung instead of the picture. Can
just imagine the stuff. 5till can't make head nor tail of the abstra
s pop B o e o g

Nas very interested in the obituary of #rs Mott Shaw for + never
realized she was born in San Francisco and her parents were Californians
or that she was an undercover agent for the F.B.I. ®he was so full of
life and interest always.

Yid you ever hear from Louise and Allan Yewbuey when they got
back from their bycycle trip ? or maybe they arenit back yet. It must

have been a wonderful experience for them all.




4
Yes. We do take Arizona Highways and we saw the picture of the
Plague that Kary Abbott designed.

You spoke of not makéng cold drinks now Jean isn't there to do

it. We often use what they call " Blended Juice ' a mizture QfﬁhjL

n Opange and Grapefruit Juice ",it is written right on the tin.
you just pour a little in a glass and then gingerale and it is very
good. easy too.

You asked about the"London Studio". whether we want it any more
Pete and 1 don't think we really lock at it enough to keep it on.

The o0ld ones have more of interest and if it should get good again
one could always start subscribing. A3io the American Artist. We can
lock at Mr Phillips copies so don't bother renewing that either,

We take too many magazines as 1t is I guess. We have an awfully good
daily nespaper with such interesting articles that we are apt to read
the paper rather thoroughly.

Friday, It i1s still raining, a steady fine rain, I do feel sorry
for Jimmy “impson who has 10 people out on a ten day pack trip, it
means so much: to him,

buess I had better call this a letter or you will be tired reading
§0 much, also I should write some others.

We do feel badly that you have to be alone so much swould it help
if you asked people like Aunt Julie or the Newburys or Frances & Gil
to supper every so often, in the case of the Newburys & Aunt Julie they
might come early and go early, I'll bet anyone doing their own cooking
would enjoy eating with you, even just a simple supper, and they would!
n't bhave to stay long before or after if it tires you talking, just
having them come and a little visit would be nice. Or even for lunch,

if you know them well you could invite them to arrive at 11 and [{e!

when you take your rest.
Heaps of love from us both,

C OTAAAD.




Banff,4lta.
Tues.sug .24,1958

Dearest Mother,

I think we must be having some of your August
weather, it is raining steadily and has been for the last two
days . "e got all ready at the end of last week hoping to get
out on another sketching trip, were going Friday and then it
was rather overcast and showery, so decided to try early Sat.
morning. Got most things in the car Friday and then that evening
about nine the John Jaeggi's from the Upper Hot Springs Hotel
came with Ted Goodall an artist and were here until 11.30,

Seeps as if people are always coming just before we go on a

trip or just as we return. Howsesr the Jaeggis have to wait until
after dinner etc. is cleaned up to come and they are so very
appreciative of our paintings as is Ted Uoodall and aren't at

all tiring, -only a late night makes us sleepy in the morning.

We did get up fairly early and went down to the
Moores to @iind out about Edmee who was in an automobile accident,

not baély hurt outwardly but was thrown to the floor and had a

lot of pain. We didn:t find Pearl so later went to Edmees and

back a 2nd, time with books, lent her the two you sent on my birth—
day as they looked just the kind she wanted.

Lthen when we got gas, found there was a telephone
call from Calgary, so called the operator and the line was busy,
waited five or ten minutes and the line was stiil basy, we didn't

80 o et D My i Wit
want to walt as we were late getting off then #p- came home to

A
find the Alfred Castles here, They are at Lake Louise and canme

down to see us for a minute, had nuts and a Ballee k “rish tea




pot they had brought right from the factory to us. It is sort of

a thin -transparent china, llke a basket weave. We finally got
off after lunch and the weather loocked as if it were clearing.

We went up to Cow *ake for a start getting there about 5
o'elock, the weather didn't look too promising, in fact it rained
d bit. We had an early supper with the Simpsons and spent the
evening talking to a Miss Frances Loring, a well kndwn Sculptpess
from Montreal, quite & character and Just given somesort of prize
by the Alberta Gov't. She ‘had photographs of her work which
reminded me a bit of Anna Hyatt Huntington, some fine lions and
also figures, not modern or not too modern I should say. There
was aiio an unusually nice couple from Mew Capaan Conn. named
Pennypacker who had -Just returned from Assinabolne and she was a
Loring from Boston, a cousin of -Mrs Charles Loring of Concord
and also turned out that she was a distant eelative of Miss
Loring. the latter had studied one year in Boston under Beulah
Pratt, ( or Bela ) Then the Harriers were still there and we all
talked to-gether, We sent a card to Mrs Loring of the Bookshop
but none of us could think of anything to say until Mr Fenny-
packer suggested we say " Greetlings from " and all slgn our names!

We slept In the Jeep and 1t rained in’'the night but doesn't
bother us, we are almost boo warm in our sleeping bags. It wasn't
raining when we got up but in case 1t did while we were cooking we
decided tc eat breakfast at the Lodge, which we did and then after
a long talk with the Pennypackers who were leaving that noon, we
set off towards the lcefields. It was showery and dull but we had
a good day., I will write you more about it later as we are rather

expecting the Harrliers in to-day, we came home last night, and so

want to go to the Pﬂst‘ﬁffi¢ﬂ. a nice letter from you ¥his A.M.




Banff,Alberta.

August 25,1954,

Dearest Mother,

I feel a bit like that old story & off again,

on again, Finnigan." Can't remember what the story is about but

we seem to be " in ﬁgﬁin , out again " depending on the weather.

It has poured for two days, monday & Tuesday and both nights,

but got colder, down to 38° or lower and snow quite low on the
mountains, and this morning a west wind and clearing, everything
is so wet Pete thought we better walt one day for the bushes etec.
to dry , and to-night we are all ready to go out again only an
east wind has come up again and more clouds. Do you notice that
the weather changes Freh the moon changes ¥ The Swiss Guides
always go by the moon., and this last :iggt the weather changed
from good to bad the night of the full moon, but it should change
at the new moon back again. If at all nice we will & get an
early start in the morning.

Another nice letter from you to-day, with the
pictures of the goat man which I return, I think it was Kitty and
Russ who saw him for we didn't, so will return them for you to give
to them. Yes we did get the lovely pleture in color of the house
and garden and thuughtht very good, it is hard to get the flowers
& the house in the distance all in focus and good color too.

Will keep it. The trillium must have been lovely in the wild

garden.




It isn't our post office which is stupid about mail, but

o

the men who sort all mailﬂsom1ng to Banff, They sort out the

letters for the Banff Springs Hotel to go to & post office
there, which saves time in the hotel getting their mail, but
then when the mail clerks at the desk sort the mail, they eome-
times don't notice if a letter for"Banff"has slipped into their
maill, especially if it is from the U.S.A. where most of their
letters are probably from, Quite often they catch a letter before
putting it into the pile waiting for people to arrive, but in the
case of the one from Cousin Alma they were extra stupid, when I
didn_t show up as a guest in ten days time, shey at least could
have checked the address before returning it to her. Hearly
every year at least one letter gets stuck up there. and maybe that
one of yours that took a week coming got to the hotel by mistake.
Am so glad you mentioned seeing Lucy ¥arvis' picture in
“anadian Art, Yes it is the same one who went to school with us.
We have never seen any of her work and when Helen Weld spoke of
their having a monkey and living in a funny little house a fisher-
man built for them and the old car they drove round inand the
crazy things they did, we thought perhaps she had gone very
modern, so it was nice to see she was painting 4n a sensible way.
That was funny about the Guild picture, we are no Burry about
ours and I can't remember now what it is of,
Am glad you went in to see Cousin Harriet for I was wondering
how she was. I should try and send her a card.
The first time you wrote of going to Essex, it sounded like
a visit and then of course your next letter told of the day there,
S0 nice you could see Mrs Mayor, I expect she is almost as old as

her mother who acted like an old lady, I shall never forget her.

People used to impress you with their age in those days.




o go back to our last short camping trip. Sunday we woke
to rain at Bow Bake, had breakfast in the lodge, a nice talk
with the Pennypackers, she ag cousin of Mrs Loring of the Book-
shop, and then Fete thought 1t might be a good chance to drive
to the +cefields and look ®or possible painting subjects when
the roads weren't dusty, as they are gravel and have been terribly
dusty this summer. The ¢louds were low but it locked as if it
might clear. We had a nice drive up, stofped at a campground by
the river and cooked lunch in one of the shelters where a fire
was still going well in one of the stoves, A young couple came in
and ate at the other table, you mmeet all sorts of nice pecple
from all over and everycne was very friendly, out trouble is
talking too much, for the pmpie people who camp uwsually have lots
of time compared to those dashing to reservations.

The dcefields themselves were a little disappointing, they

have changéd so since we were last there duning the war when we

stayed in the garage and there were only a few other cars going
through. Instead we found a huge parking space with a good 40
or 50 cars and a steady stream of tourists going up over the
glacier in 7 snowmobiles. Somehow it seemed too many people in
such a remote place. The glacier itself has receded and quite a
lake now where before there was ice, of course where is still
several miles of ice but it muct have melted back a thousand feet
or more,

From there wa went up to the public campground which was very
nice in the teees, two shelters and even electric light .%e
made some coffee and picked a good place for the Jeep thinking lots
of ¢thers would be in before dark. But only an Iowa car, a son and
his mother apd tiny dog pulled in, then a family of 4 and a young

honeymoow couple, but they went on after cooking supper and only
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Iowa can and a station wagon that bad been from California to
Alaska and back spent the night. We were ipterested in them for
Grandpa was very busy putting up the tent and blowing up and

patching the air mattreeses with the help of a little grand-
daughter while the mother and a little boy to run back and forth
got supper in one of the shelters. We djdn:t happen to cook in
the same shelter and when it started raining sat in the Jeep and
listened to the news and radio until we turpned in about 2.

Monday there was fresh snow on the mountain tops and it

was raining lightly. 5o after cooking breakfast we started along.
Had guite & morning as we stopped to help a couple having car
trouble and in the end towed them 13 miles to the Saskatchewan
Crossing. It wasn't easy as the rope broke about five times and
it waqslipary but we got them there allright, then waited for
nearly an hour to see what could be done. no mechanic there and

the telephone was out of order, so they couldn't send for extra

parts., but they could sleep and eat thefe which was better than

just sitting by the road. It was clearing so we went on and
cooked lunch in.a pouring rain at the Waterfowl lake .

It was a good chance to +try the different campsites
and we also picked out likely spots for sketching someday, maybe
this fall, However it seemed to have really settled in to rain so
we went on to Bow Lake and then spent a half hour there wondering
if it was worth staying or had we better come back to town. We

e AP
finally came on iiﬁfﬂﬂ Just as well for it snowed the next morning
and we couldn't have dane much except sit and talk.
Instead got dquite a bhit done here, the Harriers came in
yesterday on their way back to California and we have seen Ldmee

and Pearl, Edmee Just loves the book " Little boy lost " she is

feellng better but still some pain.We saw Carl Rungius this
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afternoon. 1t is nearly bedtime 50 won t write much more now.
Am not sure where we will go when we do hea¢ out,but perhaps
we will try Yoho or Morraine Lake or maybe back to Bow Lake.

Told Sam you said it was cold, 72° that day, He said
"Tell your mother we are a good 30 degrees colder than she is"
and so it was the last few days.

Am sorry to hear that Mary has gone and hope you have
good luck in getting someone else to come.

Yes .l remember your mentioning the Boveys and their
very modern house with big windows. We liked the boy so much,

Our bills still all come the first of the month or
first week, does make it easler paying them at one sitting so
to speak.

Lots of love from us both,

e
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Banff , Alberta,
Wed.Bept.8,1954

Dearest Mother,

Haven't had a chance to write you since we came
home Monday afterhoon, I should have sat down right away and
started a letter But from five on we had nine callers in the next
24 hours and last night two more !

We were redieved to get your .letters and find that
the only damage in Concord was from falling trees, but you never
mentloned whether Russ and Family were at Essex or VYoncord and if
their boat and house were damaged or mot. Naturally our newspapers
didn't give flany dedalls and we haven't gotten the ones of last
week as Mpr Scott pickgs them up for us when we are away and now he
is away and I haven't had a chance to go and look for them in his
house, for 1 have the key to water the plants.

it must have been ®wery frgightening for you all alone
so to speak and no lights, is i% all rain and wind ? or does it
thunder and lightening at all and how long does it last? you see we
have never been in one, only that tornado thing coming across the
country that spring. I expect it must be like that only more so/

It really is fortunate that the elms and big trees didn't fall on
roofs and houses. We heard recntly from Luecy Berr in Ilkley, England
here they have & lovely old house, 300 vears old I think and she
has the loveliest furnifture and antigues, everything kept polished

up. and this summer with all the rain a brook overflowed and went
on the rampage or something and came right down 2 mmall hill and
through their house leaving a foot of silt and mick over ‘everything
and they had an awful time cleaning up the mess.

We just got another letter with all the interesting
clippings, it is now & o'clock Wednesday afterncon. T will just have
to make this a breif account of our doings the last few days.

We 'treid to sit out the miny spell at Bow Lake and
though the effects in the mornings weee lovely they lasted such a short
time we couldn't really paint them, and then it would rain most after-
hoons. We moved into a cabin Saturday for two nights and then when
there seemed no chance of it clearing we came home dfter lunch on
Monday, 1 was anxlous to see.what you had written ‘about 'the hurrieane
and we Just made the postoffice by 5 minutes. We had hardly come into
the house when pumber one caller came, some man from Brazil wanted
to"interview " Pete and Ted Langridge was to ask Pete for a time.

We said we would let him know but since then decided not to get

mixed up ¥ith the man having heard a bit about him. We had supper

and were just finishing vhen Susan Mather came over, she leftgf for
school the next day. She was still here when Betty Newton, the little
girl who went out to Concord to see you and was sick and had €o lie
down, dropped in. She wants to go to Boston to study writing this
winter, so Susan left and we talked to her, then Eldon Walls came

about store business and Betty left. Eldon was Eage until nearly 10,
so We were rather weary by the time we went to bed.




Tuesday we were up early as I wanted to get a wash going before we
took Busan to the train as we had promised with all her bags ete.
Grace went tooc so we had to bring her back home, &nd did the shopping.
Then home to hang up one wash and start another, It was still over
cast so not too good a day for drying but I wanted to get the things
washed so we could go out again, Then over town to do more errands.
We had an early lunch , afrerx@amxkadxkeemcimxamdxisid and were Just
in the midst of it when Nick and Willée Morant arrived, they have
been away all summer and back a week and so came in when they saw
the car. We had had hamburgers, so as they had a steak for theye
lunch they Jjust dropped it into the pan ‘and ate with us. It was 3
o'clook when they left, but Nick dried all the dishes while we all
talked like mad. :

Then to the mail after a call from Mildred and hbe grand-
child, forget if she came before or after we went &ut and Barbara
was over later and Sam came in after four to tell us of several old
people who had all died last week, I also did some ironing just
before supper which made us late having supper and we had Just
finished the soup and starting on ealad when Dr and Mrs Robinson
came to return & book. They hardly ever come, were just to stay a
few minutes, it was only seven but they eat their dinners out so
must have come from the hotel, but they stayed until 8.30 and I
must say the salad was pretty soggy by then. It was nine when we
finished supper. So you see 1t was quite a day.

This morning we were up before 8 as we went to Lake Loulse
to see the Castles off on the noon train west. ‘hey had wanted us
to visit them at Lake Louise on our way back from Bow lLake but we
felt too dirty the day we came down to eall at the hotel and could!
n't get up yesterday. 4t worked well, dot some frult at the store an
found that Brazlilian man was still looking for Pete, left a message
but wouldn't call on us befbre 10.30 A.M. so as it was nearly ten
then we dashed home and got away before 10.15. Took our lunch and
ate it after the train left. They were down st the station in good
time and their train was late so we had a nice wvisit with them
and even showed them the sketches we had done at Bow, they aren't
.veby good except for 2 that Bete did.

S0 now we are qack, have gorne for the mail and met lots of
Banff pecple we haven't seen all sugmer, the season 1s over and the
main street very gqulet, few cars on the road. The bad weather has
driven most everyone away. it was still stormy at lake ‘Louise and
overcast here too. Mr Paris says he never remembers so much bad
wedther at a stretch in summer.

Must geﬁ one more letter away. so loads of love

€ oW Triiies

P.5. We hope to go cut in the next few days if it only clears.

from us both

s ()
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Banff ,Alberta.
Thurs .Sept.16,1954

Learest Mother,

You have us in suspense from your last letter, mailed
Just before the 2nd. hurricane struckg, but we believe by the paper
that it wasn t as bad as fhe first one so we hope it didn't do any
more damage in Concord. What a shame they lost so magy big trees in
Portland, for I don't think with the pavements and cement sidewalks
that trees along city streets will ever grow as large again. The
1938 hurricane must have missed daine, I can't just remember, except
it took so many pines.

We came in just in time for it has blown from the
east pretty steady and was cold all day, a misty rain but in Calgary
it poured and they had an inch or more in other places. It was 38
& short time ago so it might snow to-night if it does anything, but
after this storm we may get +ndian Summer, some sunny weather would
be very welcome.

We hadn't been back long yesterday afternoon when
Linnie Becker came after school, she is ten and & dear little girl,
s0 interested in the painting and wanted to help me make the blue-
berry muffins. lhen just as we were cooking supper Erling Strom and
Jean Park the hostess at the Banff Springs dropped in for some high
boots she borrows to go to Assinaboine, but they didn t stay long and
in the evening Eldon Walls came about renting the apaftments ete.
but had to go to a church meeting at eight. We rather expected “r
Seppella the dog musher to cdome down , but luckily he didn t so we
got to bed early, =

Ihis morning I ran d@ound with the duster while Pete
caught up on things with Sam » then we went to the train and saw
“r Beppella away, the train was late so we were there cuite a while,
don't know when we have enjoyed meeting a person so much, he is 77
and bright asibutton and lots of fun. We also saw a few others, the
loores down to see a friend go through etc. Then the errands. GJuite
& few things to see to. lhe Vallances are home , some slides to pick
out at Nobles for another friend and so it goes. Sam helped us find
some things Mom wants at the coast, he is so good about packing such
things up and it safves u s a lot of bother, then we had tea and got
talking and thatwas the end of the afterncon.

3 We were very interested in the pictures you sent of
the Hurricane, perhaps they will get #¥ book of pictures out as they
did last time, if so would love to see one.

RIDING

FISHING . BOATING . HIKING . HUNTING . PLEASURE TRIPS ARRANGED




There were 5 nice letters from you when we came home, as we
had been away nearly a week, Too bad that Husty got such a case
of pbison ivy, was there much damage at Russell's?

I will return the colored picture that Eitty took, you tell
her we ?hink it extra good and would love one for a Christmas
present.
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Banff ,Alberta,
Tues .Bept .28,1954

Dearest Hother,

We got home last night and really just in time for
the weather has turned cold and snowy, the trees are mostly turned
and the leaves will soon be falling.

Had a very good trip and it was fun being with the
Campbé&ls over the weekend. Friday was lovely and the drive across
with so much color in the yellow trees and low red bushes made it
extra nice. We telephoned from Fernie before noon to give them some
warning, picked up food, fruit, and knowing it was &1's birthday on
Friday a present for her as well as the boys, though we never let on
we remembercd. Yot to their place about 2.30 and 4an who 1s 58 but
not old enough for school was at the lower gate to open it for us.
The other kids were at shhool and Gray ¥aling a neighbor's straw
but E1 was there and we had tea,

Did I ever tell you about the Pillings from Winnipeg?
# young couple who wanted to ranch and who wrote to Gray after read-
ing the book, ihey worked for someone all last winter but have ended
by Joining &he Campbells. They and their two children, the girl, Dawn
in Danes age and the 1little boy Just six, a little older than lan,

50 the kids have a wonderful time and all wide to school to-gether.

Looks as if I wouldn't have time to finish this to-day
but will send this much so you will know we are back bome. We
were so glad to hear that Pletro and Mrs Peter are back dafe and
sound. Loved your long letter that came to-day and will answer 1In
due time , "e have had only 4 visitors to-day ineluding one Indian.

Loads of love,

C SRkarvane.




Fri.Oct.1,1954.

Dearest Mother,

Pete is busy cleaning the floor in the basement and
the weather 1s dull and cold and if no one comes in for tea I may
have a chance to tell you about our trip to Cowley. YWhen we are
away the people who couldn't find us in,come when they see we are
back s0 1t =eems as if we had more than our quota of callers.

I wrote a note in Kimberley where we spent the
night in a very comfortable motel, even with a bathtub which is
unusual as most of them have showers. Left about B.30 next morning
for Cowley. It was a beautiful day and the color lovely. We stopped
in Fernie and bought some frult and meat and things that would be
a treat we hoped to the Campbells and shirts for the boys and a
Junior Mixer for Eleanor as we remembered Saturday was her birth-day
also bread and cookies etc. then telephoned to ask if it was 0.K.
to come/ It was 2.30 when we got to Cowley and at the Garage the
man, Morris Lemire a great friend, telephoned again. Webn we got
to their gate little Tan was there to open it for us, he is just
8 months too young to 'go to school this year which seems too bad
ag the little Pilling boy 1¢ six and so can go. They are great
friends,

. &1 was ready for us with'a cup of tea and Ethel
Pilling came over too. We hadn't met her before. She and her husband
Halph are from Winnipeg and living with their daughter Dawn, aged
10 or 12 and Wayne the boy six, in the cabin next to Gray and &1,
it is just far enough away so you would bhardly know it was there
but near enough to run in and out. They are raising pigs and Ralph
who 1s a very handy man, being a Bood carpenter and mechanic ete.
has bullt a wonderful pig house they call " Pillings Fig Palace "
all built in pens inside for the various litters and a run outside
for the pigs to exercise etc. It is ouitesbusiness for he is doing
it in the proper way. Uray raises the feed on his land and they are
to go shares on the plgs. It seems that wheat processed through pigs
is worth twice as much, and they can also use the skim milk from
the cows after saving the cream to sedl or make into butter. One
thing about pigs they cab market them all the year round as they
are grown, not like cattle which you sell once a year. It will-mean
income every monthw

) Gray was baling straw for a friend who had combined
their wheat so after a while Ralph Pilling drove us dowm to surprise
Gray and also for us to see the wonderful new tractor they got this
year to pull the heavy machinery enabling them to farm twice as much
and do more work in less time. All the Ranchers help each other as
some have & certaln plow or a combine or a big truck or trailor for
BAuling and by working to-gether they can go more.




There is lots going on all the time and the kids came back f¥
from school on horseback about 4 o'clock, Dawn and Wayne ride to-
.gether on one horse, Dane and Timmy on their own. We saw them start
off Monday, each with a bag of books on their backs and their lunch
pails .too, Pde \ ot o, AL o udl of adboud ""f WaLKEA W e

We had rather a late supper, veal liver from a calf they had
butchered recently and my but it was good. Bl is a wonderful cook
and whips up roéls and banana cake and all sorts of good things, asd
she makes her wen bread too. John and his father Jim Carney dropped
in that evening to talk about harvesting, they had wonderful plans b
but with the turn in the weather they won't have .been able to do any,
gf 1t. o Kaden WotueDd A0t it £ o Thoan "W doy o Jdhecsnt ond of
Wir Covilitase T WaiTRaPus FedAn Goendleh -3 U0 ol Retn @ty Tk seionay — |

We slept in the Jeep but they insisted’ we have breakfast
with them. Saturday was El's birthday and 'as a treat they give her
tea In bed wlth her presents, Gray had bought her a tiny radio so
she could take it about the house where she was working and then
we later toock in the presents we had for them all, so of course
the Eids thought it was great fun. Gray had the cows to milk and
then there was breakfast and washing up etc. He had to go off to
help work fome land so we helped El1 sack potatoes and a few odd jobs.
Then we made a picnic lunch for them on the tailgate of the Jeep in
the yellow trees and it was lovely and warm, we all got.sleepy and
so E]l agreed to take a nap, then she slept so long we hated to wake her
to go and get Gray, but finally about four o'eclock we did and he had
been ready for some time but was still working. Had we only known
ne was Tinished earlier we could have gone sooner, but anyway he was
anxious to take us to the OUrrs, so we went on from picking him np,

He also wanted to show us all their own land and crops as we hadn't
been down since they acguired the Hutchins land.

The Orrs are another famlly who went out because of reading
the book, they drove out this dummer #mxm with a large trailor and
truck and their six children, all under ten by the looks of them.

4 girls, including twins and two little boys. Sheila, the mother was
home and just getting supper ready to take to her husband and a man
working in the fields cutting a trememdous crop of oats, We had tea
and then went with her to meet the husband. They are so new to all
the ranching but were fortunate to get a ranch which is a1l up to
date with bulldings ete. Whereas Gray and El have had to build up
theirs. :

Then on the way home we saw the wonderful crop of oats for
the pigs and barley too that Gray bhad planted but won't be ready to
but until the end of this week, now we are afraid it will be flat
from the recent snow storm and whether they can salvage any of it
I don't know. It is & discouraging business when the weather destroys
a wWhole years crop in one blow.

We were late having supper and Ethel had made a cake and ice
cream so they all came over and we had a real party in the evening,
the five kids who get along so well to-gether eating in the kitchen
and we in their tiny living room, Its a tiny house but very cozy
and B1 has a knack of making it so attractive. She is the smartest
person in so mapy ways. She cooks well, brings up the children
beautifully, sews and makes most of their clothes, even making a
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a very smart looking. short coat out of what was left of my 20 year
old light blue Harris tweed and her brown harris tweed. She made

the shoulders and cuffs and pockets brown and it looked very smart.
She is a good gardener too raising all sorts of vegetables and just
the day before she had sewn a 12 acre field of winter wheat all by
herself with the tractor. When you think of the hipley Hill property
as originally 20 acres it gives you some idea of a 12 acre field.
Their oats are on & 65 acre field. iverything is done in a big way,
but when you have a loss of a ecpop it is big tool

cunday they try to take the day off unless it is an emergeney
We were afraid we might keep them from some important job and had we
known the weather would change so suddenly might have insisted they
haukt bales of hay though they were waiting for John Carney who had
promised his big truck_and trailor which would mean doing it in two
trips instead of ten. Gray was so tired from a long week he gslept in
until nine. It was a beautiful day, the gogs started about 7.80
to back at Coyotes and Bl got up to stop them and ended by bringing
us tea in the Jeep when she saw our heads come up. Her father had
done it on a previous trip we had made and she wasn't to be outdone
by him !
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We all decided to help Ralph build a run for the pigs which
he couldn't do alone on account of stretching the wire and as Gray
said he couldn't keep asking Ralph to take time to help in the work
for the cattle without helping Happh with the pigs. So we really had
great fun all working to-gether, not that we were much help except
in handing and holding things. Seems that it is good for expectant
pigs to get plenty of fresh air and exercise and with the run he can
give the various mothers each a turn outdoors. El came out about 11.30
with coffee and cookies and then we all went in for a tremendous dinner.
E1l had baked brown bread for fiete and a banana cake to take home as
well as raost beef, potatoes, new ones and carrots, pesee parsnips and
cabbage fresh from the garden and seems to me we had pie too, and
pesides that she had been helping with the fence. Dane is only 12
but drives the small tractor very carefully and well and is a great
help. After dinner as we started in again to try and finish the fence
Pete heard Gray say to Ralph, We '11 stop for tea && 4 o'clock and
Pete said it was 4.15 then , so we must have had -a late lunch. Us
girls took down ang old fence and rolled the wire up to use on the new
one but it was getting late and we couldn't quite finish the top and
easiest part of the run. Gray and bl were so anxious to take us up
to the top of the hill where there are windswept tress and a wonderful

view of the mountains ‘and.rapches offgto, the wyest oIt was sunsef ahd
very 1m‘re1:.u%\¢u.\ m %&E%N\M"a =) ust e[a 2L .

Timmy aged 7 was so cunning in the morming, two of the horses
had gotten out so he started off on the 3rd. named fete,to round them
up. He was gone nearly an hour I guess and then we saw a tiny figure
coming over the top of the hill on Pete and the two horses in front.
But evidehhly he isn't too experienced and didn't head them into the
narrow part Wetween the hills and once emexpf the lively horse(which
has just been broken)saw the gate ahead he dodged off and Timmy being
so little wasn't quick enough on Pete who is slow to head it off(and
away thepdwent, Timmy after them. Gray and Dane set off, Dane on foot
and Geay in the little Jeep to try and help Timmy but they weren 't in
time either. Timmy is a good little rider Just the same and loves a i ri
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It really is wonderful to see how self reliah?&ll the kids are,
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When we were up on the hill Gray said. " I hope Timmy remembers
to bring in the cows." and sure enough when we got home Timmy had them
ready to be milked. Ian¥s Job was to keep the geese. out of the garden.
but they all help.

Sunday night was bath night so they would be c¢lean for:schodl,
a big gray blanket spread on the floor In front of the stove and the
tub on that, first Ian, then limmy and last Dane's, but before Dane
had his company came, the Carney's again about the work and it took
ages for them to reach the real reason for their visit in the country
manner, so we waited in the other room until they left and then hawving
eaten ﬁuch&a 1a%§Mdinner we only had a very light supper . &h WL
DAL WA et ,9....1 ;

s

Ian wa o cunning when he came to say gogd-night, hoped we
would have a good sleep and " that the dogs won't disturb you" which
I thooght pretty thoughtful for a 54 year old. Another thing he said
when we dpened up the back of the Jeep for the picnic. lunch, he .
asked if we had brought our " pantry " with us;, which after all is just
what it is.

They have a good arrangement for a ranch kitchen, only the
stove is in the room and a big dining room table at one end. two very
comfortable chairs in the sitting room end, then aiix The sink and
pump and all the dishes and food preperation is in the pantty just
off by the stove and the mess is all in thefT€, and when you wash up
it is out of. the conversation.

We left about nine Monday morning, it was clear but a few clouds
coming over the hill and when we rounded the hills by the school
we could see the Rockies with a few little clouds below the peaks, the
kind we have seen so many of this August and Sept. and then the rest was
all heavy black clouds that looked like rain. The kids had left for
school and Gray and Ralph had gone to help d@rive trucks to haul the
wheat coming out of the combine hopper for the Carneys and only El,
Ethel and Ian saw us off, loading us down with good things from the
ranch , fresh butter &% cream, banana cake and brown bread, milE &
preserves. When we got to Cowley town we asked about a short cut to
the mountain road from Coleman to Karanaskis, but weee advised to go
to Coleman even if longer by the good read, which we did. We hagé to
si out as it is a forestry road and leave the note in a little box
foy the purpose, but in half an hour we were back signip injancther
place. We had only gone up about 5 miles when a snow squal hit us, we
could see little with the low clouds and decided it would be foolish
~— . to buck srow for 140 miles and only 2 game wardens in all that distance.
gr o turned round and were back in Co@ley Just 2 hours after we had left.
he garage man said he would telephone El where we were going and off
e set for Banff via the highway to Calgary. We drove dteady except for
a short stop for lunch in the Jeep, apd It took us jJust 52 hours, we
A got home Just 5 minutes before the post office closed. It rained a good
1¥§§ﬁfﬁf part of the way, traces of snow on the Cochrane Hill near Calgary and
b a lot of snow on the mountains so we were glad we had avoided that part
"X e wo/mhizk as the road goes to over 7000 feet and near tree line. The color
oawas wondlerful near Bamff Morley, just masses of trees turned and sort
of a light that made the color rich.

Had no callers that night but we were rather tired as it was
over 300 miles doing the extra miles to Coleman and back. but ever
gince we have had company every atternoon and no chance to write.

Jeds of love,"i&m (Sd»& 'i'%&-ﬂ-&,\ -

CaDonmwne




Banff,Alberta,
October 5,1954.
Dearest Mother,

#m not sure how much of a letter this will be as
we were already to go out when Sam came and he is down in the
basement with Pete looking at a few leaks in the cement which Pefe
has been trying to stop. Thought if they looked and talked long
enough I might get a letter off to you! So i1f it stopeg abruptly
you will know they came up and out we went to the Post Uffice.

Am so glad you have been having lovely weather but
expect you may get our cold wave before long which will mean a very
heavy frost. It snowed Saturday night and we had five inches on the
ground and trees Sunday, but the fact the ground is still white and
there is still snow on the branches with a few little icicles where
some has melted in the sun, you will know it isn't very warm. In
fact yesterday and to—daf it was just 5'above zero at 8 A.M.and
never got warmer than 25" above yesterday but to-day was 52’ by noon,

Just hope the snow goes so we can cut the larkspur down and sort of
get things ready for winter. They syay it is to warm up to-morrow.
It wail be the latest harvest since 1951 and that was the latest on
record when many fammers didn't harvest undil spring.

We had a wire from Gray and El and the Pillings two
pigs which weren't any special Breed and which they call the ™ Dead
Bnd Kids " both had their litters the same night and 21 pigs in all.
Ralph was a nervous wreck and up all night ! They have quite a time
with the pigs. Ralph has built a wonderful wooden"Pig Palace"as they
call it with pens for the various bows and little pigs , then they
will move out into little houses as the pigs get old enough and 1
think they market them when they are about 200 pounds. They feed them
very scientifically and all the latest formulas like babies! To start
off with Someone sold them a tremendous sow they call Rita but she
produced a good 1itt1A. and there were 8 of them when we were there,
she stepped on & couple or rolled on them Ithink. Then they got two
purebred Sows,fqﬁﬁglzg ally they want to have only the best. They got
them from a m&ﬁl. v sells all his to the University experimental
farm for £100.00" each whereas the ordinary pig sells for +40. Org50,

I think. and of course if you have a good breed there is always & good
market for them. We bought one of the purebred Innis sows and Ralph
got the other, We thought it would give them a start, and since then
two aunts of Grays have offered to buy one each of the $100. ones

and then they will be paid back later out of the first littde. I

think they will even name the sows after the aunts. Quite an ldeal

They are%ill talking downstairsl don't know if there
is time to answer your letters, the one yesterday had the Z lovely
pictures of you which I am delighted to have. I don't think you look
cross, only rather serious. I am glad to know you have the dresses in
the attic yet. You always do worry me wheh you start to clean out
things for so many things that don't interest you are very interesting
to the rest of us. Even 1f Bussell did have to look over some things




he wouldn't have to do it in a short time, and how do you know but
that Gale or Busty might be very interested when they are grown up?
There are lots of things I would hate to have you dispose of and

does it really matter so much if they are in boxes if they are left
up there for a few more years? Do keep the letters written about
Father, some would be very nice to have. But don't you read them over,
just put them in a box and mark them for Russ and 1 to see later on.

It was nice you had such a lovely ride with the Stimsons
and could see the bolor. This snowstorm came just when ours was half
turned and now it is all a muddy yeldow and some trees £ill a dirty
green thoughf the mountains are lovely and white with snow. We were
out the west road yesterday and there were hundrecds of ducks in the
open water, all bobbing upside down to find food.

Here they come now so will continue in my next.

Loads of love,

CotDornia




Banff,Alberta.
Fri.Oct.B,1954,

Dearest Mother,

At last our weather warmed up, but believe
yesterday the cold spell reached Hew England with a sharp
frost. Erling Strom was in yesterday noon and said that in
the cold spell here it was —20 below gero at Assinaboine.
Fretty cold for this time of year, 1t was 3 above Monday
and 7 above Tuesday, but each day gradually got warmer.
Never got aboe 25 Monday or 35 Tuesday, then Wednesday was
in the forties and to-day 55 and has been even warmer on the
fraries. It has been cloudy with some sun but nice and mild.

ihe color this year Just turned part way in

those three days we were on the trip to Cowley. Sunday was
evidently lovely here and then it stormed from Monday on,for
a week it was bad, rain snow and frost. The funny part Js that
some trees are still a dirty green and the leaves haven't blown

off other trees that weee part turned. The leaves seem to have
frozen as they were and aren't pretty at all so with the over
cast weather the last few days we haven't tried to paint but
have been dolng things around the house to get ready for winter,
like washing windows and this morning cleaned the gutters and
but the larkspur down etc. We were washing windows this afternoon
when Mrs Simspon came in and we had a nice wvisit, she was sur-
prised to see how much sketching we had done, stayed for tea.

This is the Canadian Takkms Thanksgiving weekend,
“hey have it warly to give a long weekend when the weather is
still nice. the holiday is Monday. We are going to have a
turkey to-morrow and Earahza and Jonny are coming over. Harold
would but he is working at the Hot Spring pool where he worked
all summer, will be on from 1-3 @aekkxdayz each day. He was over
to-night to show us some kodachromes he took on an overnight
hike the girls and boys in highschool took to the Little Yoho.
Jonny came too on his way to the first Junior high dance. He was
so dressed up and his hair slicked down we hardly knew him from
the usval manner of wearing any old thing. He had gotten gray
flannels and a blue serge coat In Calgary last Saturday and he
really looked surprisingly handsome.

Bubby left last week for Vancouver where she is
an " interne " in Home Economics at the Vancouver General Hostpial
for a year to complete her course. I forget how many dieticians
they have but it is guite & number and I expect wonderful train-
ing. ¥ostly supervising the trays etc.special diets too. She is
to live with 3 other girls, 2 going to University and the other
with her I guess. ‘hey have a suite 2 blocks from Egglish Bay
and & beach. Bubby is the kind who really enjoys life and knows
g0 many people out there alreuady , so different from the
otockand girls who are never s&& satisfied somehow, though they
get Jjobs they never have enmough to have a good time or seem to




have much fun. Bubby likes all kinds of people and all ages
and has a wonderful time wheregver she goes.

Davy graduated from school this June and has gone to
Los Angeles to a school of music. Ze is so interested in it,
mostly orchestras and saxaphones, clarinets, etc. He never took
actual lessons but picked it all up himself and from the various
memoers of the band at the Banff Springs , the same ones come
back each summer and have helped him & lot. Can't say we think
much of a saxaphone as an in strument but Davy practised by the
hour and they say he 1s very good. Anyway it is the one thing he
is most interested in and as Barbara says it is better for him
to give it a try as he is young and plenty of time to go into
something else later if he wants,

I'm busy trying to finish the plaid eurtains so won't
write more now.

Loads of love, .
Qatlhonme
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Banff ,flberta.
“un,.Yet.10,1954

Dearest Mother,

Don't know how much of a letter this will be but
witl try and have something to post this afternoon, We are invited
to the Vallances to a tea this afternocn, and Doris sister from
England is here for a year, came back with them this fall as the
Vallances were in Wales and England all summer, then we have to
see Carl Huggius off on the train too,

There is a lawyer in Calgary named EBric Harvey

and yearsago someone couldn't pay him for work dome and offered
him some oil leases in payment, they weren t worth much then but
might be some day, So Mr Harvey excepted them and about 15 or 20
years later I guess they were worth a tremendous amount as they
struck oil. I don't know the detalls but hdf is said to be worth
millions. He has given a good deal to the summer school here

in buildings and has built a log museum for Luxton and just recently
he has bought Carl Rungius house and land to be kept as a memorial
to him. Carl is to lease it for a dollar a year as long as he lives

but it is wonderful teo think that it will be kept ,to-gether with
some of his pictures I expect. We don't know ér Harvey but Charlie
Beil who was down yesterday said he would bring him down someday
as we would like him so much.

How is your weather 7 It is still mild but overcast
most of the days this week. Had it been nice we would have gone off
for the day. But there is always lots to do to get ready for wwinter
and one never knows swhen the snow will come and stay. Cut all the
larkspur down and have washed most of the outside of the dndows,

Mrs Simpson came as we were doing the workshop ones on Friday or we
would have finished those, She hadn't seen the sketches we have done
and we showed her those while we had tea.

Yesterday I stuffed the turkey before lunch and then
started cooking it when we came back from the mail, Charlie Beil we
saw at the post office and he came down to see the sketches and
stayed guite a while, Patsy MacKenzie also came in for a Bhort time
and Harold was over later with Jonny. I think Jonny wanted to see
how the turkey was doing. It came out 0.K. Barbara the dogs and
Jonny all arrived at six and we had quite a party. Just mashed
potatoes and turnip, vegetable Julce first and cranberry sauée,then
ice cream and cake to finish off.Not elaborate in any way but it
was fun having turkey. Then they stayed until Jonny had to go and
Baby sit for Bev's baby and Barbara a bit a3&nger.

Your nice letter came yesterday, I paid my dues at
the Guild in June, thanks just the same. We were sorry to hear that
you are feeling nervous, expect all th? extra work caused by the

huericanes i% worrying for you but don't really know what to
surgest in the way of less care for you.




Aunt Julie wrote that the only thing that happened to her
was when the window behind her Blew out and she was glad it hadn't
blown in, Ihat must habe been rather frighteneing,but she said
she was glad she wasn't living #n the Ripley Hill house to have
all the fallen trees and limbs to worry about. There is a lot to
be said for living in a couple of rooms. Of course when Uncle John
died Aunt Julie was much older than you were when Father died and
both Russell and I were living at home, and even when Russell was
married ¥bu were more active and enjoyed the house and entertaining
and he and Kitty wouldn't have wanted to live in such a big house
right off likethat. In fact now-a-days no one wants a big place.

Erling Strom told us once about the way they do things on the
farms in Norway and the big places. But they don®t have enormous
places or castles as some Europeans do, just b farms and lots of
land which they keep in the family for generati®ns. ¥hemx It is the
custom for the eldest son to inherrit the farm, but he takes over
after he is married. The father and mother(after their family is
grown up and have left the home,all but the son who is to carry on)
move into a small house on the farm, then the son with his growing
family move into the big house which they presumably need for their
children when they are growing up , and it is their resporsibility
to loock after the old couple as long as they live. He was telling
us in comparison to the farms in Vermont whizk mftemxhavertoihs
x@ild where the old father hangs on until he dies, living in the big
house and if a son is to carry on he never really runs-the farm untiil
the old man is gone, S0 his family has to be brought up in a small
cottage most likely and he loses interest in the farm as he can't
do the things in a modern way or in his way but only as the father
wishes. Then most likely then the father dies the other children also
inherit the farm and either the son farming it has to buy out their
share or the mhole place has to be sold in order to divide the thing.
I thought it was rather interesting.

The difficult part for you now is that the house is really
too big and there is too much care to the grounds, yet if is home
for you and father wanted to have toucontinue to live there in
comfort. Russ and Kitty feel more at home in their own house and
from what Russ said your house would really be too big for them.

About the only thing I can think of #is for you to have someone
live with you who would look after the things that are tiring and
make you nervous, but it is hard to find such a person, and it would
be hard for you to let them do it. You have planned the meals for so
long and told Péetro exactly what you want in the garden , it would
mean doing it . all trhough someone ‘else.

It seems that one has to give up one thing in life to gain
another, for instance it might be nice to have someone cook for us
or clean the house but we prefer to be alone and free to say what we
like when we like and do things as we like and not at a regular time.
and in the same way you might rather live in a small house right
in the center of town, as Miss Hurd did, with the passing to watch
and neighbors who would drop in often, but to do that you would have
to give up your old home and garden. ihat is the trouble with Pete's
mother, she naturally prefers her old home here which she really




shouldn't live in alone, but she doesn't want to give up her
independence. By being at the coast she is looked after and is
with the part of the family she most enjoys, but she misses her
own home and friends here, She could live here but she won't have
anyone with her. ohe will just have to give up cne ®%hing to have
;.-.I’!Ot ﬂEI‘ -

I really think Aunt Julie was very wise to do what she
did, it mean't giving up her home which she loved too but she
gained in other ways., However she still loves to travel and visit
people so gets away a lot , whereas you like to stay home more,
so that makes a big difference.

It iz now after lunch. Jonny appeared just as I was
carving cold turkey, guess he enjoyed it last night for he has
made & second meal of it to-day.

Loads of lowe,

S T C




Banff,Alberta .
ihurs.Oct.14,1354

Dearest Mother,

Thanks so much for the Blobe book of Hurricane
plctures, they are fine and give a much better idea of the
destruction etc. Also thanks for the envelope of photographs.

I think they were a little too many for the one envelope for it
was rather banged up, but none of the gactual pictures were bent,
only the matts. If there are any more papers or pictures to send
it might be wise to put in some cardboard or maybe put them in a
flat box, It must be hard doing things up without Jean, so come
Christmas don't you bother. I was glad to have the pictures for
some 1 had forgotten entirely. Thanks so much.

We have had one of those weeks when all the un-
expected things happen. It started Monday which was a holiday
in Canada, Thanksgiving Day. Barbara came down after lunch some
time to say that young Cliff had just had a wire that his mother
had died in Prince Hupert. That was Mildred, ¥1liff's wife and she
had been in Banff all summer looking after the baby for Cliff and
Bev while Bev halpjéat the Filling station, She went home just a
menth ago. Had & veéry high blood pressure and we think perhaps she
worked too hard helping Cliff while his assistant was on vacation.
Her father, mother and sister all died just as suddenly but it was
quite a shock to us all, Cliff and Bev heard at 1.30 and-left at
5.50 that same afternoon for Calgary and to fly to Prince Bupert.
Barbara is sleeping up at their suite to look after the baby at
night and a young married girl is looking after him during the day.
Luckily the baby is so good natured and doesn't seem to mind who ¥d
takes care of him. We rather expect them back to-day or to-morrow
and then will know more details.

That same afternoon Charles and Sylvia Cheney and a
Mrs Bullard came to call. One of the Brewster drivers had told us
there was a Mr Cheney who had been at our wedding in Banff but he
had told them he thought we were away. The driver has such an im-
pediment in his spesch that we weren't sure,and then with ¥ildred
dieing so suddenly we forgot all about them or would have looked
them up. Anyway they came round and it was fun having them, Sylvia
looks Jjust the same as she always has, perfectly lovely. Mrs Bullard
lives opposite Nell Tripp and said her husband was a great friend of
Russell's, he died a year ago and she thinks it so wonderful of the
“heneys to take her along on this 3 week trip, for she said she and
her husband never took any one with them when traveling. They came
by C.P.R, and will go to the coast and Victoria and then were planning
to return by the Kettke Valley route of the C.P.R, sort of winds
around through the southern part of the province but the winter
sdedule isn't very interesting so we are hoping they return this way.
We took them a short drive as they wanted to be back by 5.30 to
telephone and we had company comeing that evening. Bill Jamieson,
his wife and mother.




It was a late evening for us as Mrs Jamieson was the kind so
interested in eventhing, the house, the paintings and Indlan thinis
s0 we hardly sat down, and it was after 11 o'clock when they left.

‘ We saw the Cheneys again in the morning and spent the time
g about town to the bank and Fost office ete. trying to find

the different ones but there wasn't ime to drive for they left on
the 11 something train and we saw them off. At the station Lldon
Walls caught up to us and said that Ted Evans who has rented the
meat market for ten years was definitely leaving and would:' we be
agreeable to Joch HacCowan who runs the Grocery, taking over the
meat business into his part of the store. It all happened so
guickly and that then at four we went up to the Morants for tea,
Hadn't seen Sam all day so drove hom{via the Wards and found he
had a lame back, so talked there for a while.

Yesterday was also quite busy, the bank and a few things

to see about changes to accomodate the meat business, then Sam
cane in the late afternoon to help Pete in the basement to figure
the best way to fix a leak in the cement. I went to the train to
see Dorothy Cranston off for Portuggal and then in the evening
the Tweedleys came and stayed until midnight. Now this morning
sam is here again to work in the basement and I thought I would
just rattle: off & bit of a letier to you.

The weather is supposed to be marmer so perhaps if so I can
get the rest of the windows finished, we have to do socme over as
it rained and blew the other night and streaked the front ones.

st get at the desk as there are lots of things to see to.
How did Russ and Kitty en)oy the salmon fishing 7 Hope they had

good weather.
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Banf'f,Alberta,

Mon. Oct.18,1354,

Dearest Iliother,

1 think I have neglected you lately but the weather
has been lovely and real Indian summer. They say it is the effect of
Hurrieane Hazel which has somehow stopped the flow of Artic Air which
was on its way and instead we have warm air from the pacific, but we
rather expect it to chapage back to normal anyday. It is 15 degrees
above normal for this time of year and no frost at night, and up to
70 on the praries but nearer 55 here which seems nice and warm, We
are so glad for the farmers who haven't been able to harvest until
recently and we have been busy too getting things done for winter for
it could settle in anyday, IMow) .

It was mild all last week but overcast most of the
time but since Friday it has been summy. Sam and Pete sgpent one
day, Friday in the cellar cauking cracks in the cement which we think
were widened by some blasting they did in the spring, the blasts were
much too large and shook the houses. I used the day to wash and also
did the outside of the studio window which we can't reach very easily.
It hasn't been done for a couple of years, but I rigged up a bamboo
pole with a viscose sponge thing on the top and could just reach the
top window nicely without having to stand on anything, so did them
all., It was easy and I was pleased.

Pid I tell you the goverment are pmtting curbs along
either side of the streef between us and the main street. It is guite
a job. The Mcleods to our left have & curb two feet above their lawn
and on the further side the street was lowered with much scraping until
the curb 1s two feet below the old dirt sidewalk, so you can see it
is a major operation. We are lucky and bbé old house above us the
curb is about € inches abbve the walk and Mom's house is just about
right. But such a lot of trucks and men and road scrapers and loaders
and Barabara hsn't been able to get into her house by the driveway for
5 weeks or a month. However it will be much nicer when finished. Each
evening we take & run around to see what the men hhve done and each
evening we have had the most wonderful sunsets except for to-night.
Friday was the best and we had no camera but Saturday we went out
thg west road first and it was very lovely and all reflected in the
lakes.

Sunday, yesterday,we decided if it were nice we would
take a picnic lunch and go out for the day, but when we woke it was
very dull, so Pete started working on a Christmas card and I put stuff
on my hair and we thought we would be in all day, but it started to
clear, I made tea and sandwighes and by 10.30 we were away. It got
sunnier all the time and was lovely. It was the last day the Jasper
zoad was opened to the pulllic so we drove up a way to see how they
were getting on. They have the first 6% miles nearly graded and we
hope they get at the rest planned for this year, another 5 miles any-
way. JAdn't see another car until we turned around about 15 miles up
and one from Comnecticut came along, then a Washington car and one
from North Carolina or some such place. No alberta cars at all.




We also went to Lake Louise to see how it would be for
sketching but it was cold and forbidding as the clouds were low
on the glacier at the back and the sun hidden. Theg we got home
apout 4 or earlier figuring we would rake leaves or some such
thing here. Had hardly got the wheel barrow out when Susan Mather
up for a weekend and Joyce a friend from Jasper and Patsy arrived
so we had ice cream we were just going to eat ourselves. They
were stlll here when Bev came down with the baby to tell us about
. their trip to Prince Rupert, “then Edmee came for a minute to ask
if her mother could bring Mr Eric Harvey in the evening as he
wanted to meet us, so by the time Bev left about six and we had
&8 gquick supper and changed from dungarees and tidjed up the house
& bit. Pearl and Mr Harvey arrived and another man. He has just
bought Carl Hungius House to have as a memorial to Carl after he
died but for Carl to use as long as he lives for a rental of £1.00
a year. lhink I must have told you about it. Seems such a wonderful
idea and Carl is so pledsed, gave him a new lease on life. He is
to include 20 sketches and 10 pencil drawings and all his hunting
trophies of heads efc. will stay in the studio. Mr Harvey wanted
tosee us as Pearl had told him we were s» interested in a Museum
for Banff. They were going back to Calgary so only stayed until
8,30 :

To-day, Mgnday, was lovely again getting up to 55, but we
thouglt we would feel better if we got all the things we could
done for winter. 5o this morning I washed the dormer window in the
bedroom, Pete taking the storm windows off and putting them back
on. They seem to get a film in between and are better cleaned, did
the downstairs ones inbwtween too. Sam was over and he and Pete
repaired a spring which shuts the back door without a bang, and
then we also got the rest of the gutters cleaned, Pete put tar in
one on cSaturday which was quite a job, I also got the cobwebs of
several years off the inside of the garage and so ambitious I even
gave those windows a gquick wash with the viecose sponge and soueege
and the shed ones too. Then as the garden plots were pretty dryg
we turned the outside taps on again and watered those and loosened the
soll too, and Pete put new dirt between the stones and I raked the
leaves off the rest of the front lawan and the back. Verne came while
we were working but we didn't stop and then Nick Morant at the end.
He said 4 people had come to see them and stayed for tea and ruined
their afternoon so me wouldn't stay to spoil ours. I also did a wash
of things that didn't need ironing, and we even went to Charlie Beils
from the post office to tell him of a lecture he might be interested
in in Calgary. Sam worked at the store putting on a tar paper roof
on a shed, so we %hink the day off sort of spurred us,on all the
more. '
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Banff,Alberta.
¥ri. Oct.22,1954,

Dgarest Mother,

) Every night this week we have had company, Pearl
with Eric Harvey and frienmd Sunday night, then Monday young Cliff
and Tuesday two school teachers, Miss Gratz and Bob hoberts about 1
‘sthe hospital and they stayed longer than they mean't to and thenﬁh& Ty
ay dﬁhux Night Pearl again to discuss Museums etc. She said that Col.
Moore always said 1t was & like a nest egg, if you put one in the

| nest & hen would start laying and the same with a museum, once you

) start everyocne will get interested and we might get a real one some
day. Mr Harvey has bullt two log bulldings over near Norman Luxtons
store, we are wondering if perhaps he didn t do the same thing as
with Carl and bought the store and property from TLuxton but they
will continue for as long as they live carrying on their business but
eventudddy it will become Mr Harveys. The Museums are open free and
very popular, in fact the first one was so popular they had to build
a bigger one. but none are fireproof and as we all feel it iz a fire
proof one that is needed before people will give really valuable
things.

Yust now Yles LeCasse came, he was coming Monday, to
take down a lovely tree at the back of the house which is taking
some light from the studio window, Also it is getting a bit too
big too close to the house. Seems as if all our best trees are in
the wrong places. Just as the Hurricane took the wrong ones for you.

You certainly have had a dose of Hurricanes this year.
I remember when we were in the West lndies they rather expected them
at a certain time each year and one extra bad one had taken most
of the coconut palms a few years before and done lots of damage. It
snaps the top of the palms right off and then there is nothing but
the trunk which never sprouts another top. Thef houses all had
shutters which were closed for such storms and as the houses were
pretty solid and made of comal they didn't blow away . But in New
fmgland nothing was planned for such storms.

Toronto was very badly hit by Hazel but it was the
rain and water that did the damége. Not in the ecity but in some of the
low lying suburbs. Seems that they had 7 inches of rain, which was
more than twice as much as they had ever had before. The Humber River
lies in a clay bowl and the c¢lay absorbed about half of the rainfall
and then would absorb no more and the river rose so rapidly it went
way above flood level, The people living in the valley had had their
cellars flooded before and some didn t take the warnings seriously
enough, they cnly had 15 minutes to get out, it was ih the night
and several houses were swept away, people and all. I think 40 bridges
were destroyed cross ing two rivers. and in the best market garden
area whenelOOO dikmext Dutch people lived, they Just got out in time
and now it is all flooded with only the top of the 1little churhh
f&gggle shoing. 76 are known drowned and severdl missing yet, a week




"e are still having lovely weather but won!'t be surprised to
have it snow anytime now. It was very windy for a couple of days but
was sunny yesterday and to-day is perfect too. Says on the radio
warmer to-morrow , we had aheavy frost last night, the first I
guess in a week or more. We are so glad for the farmers and ranchers,
thought the frost has lowered the grade of their wheat at least they
can get it harvested for feed and perhaps stored.

All sorts of things to see to just now due to changes at the store
Think I told you Téd KEvans is giving up the meat market and Joch #who
has the grovery is buying him oqut and putting a meat department in
there, They found some room under the outside stairway and between
the old part and new part of the stoee which gave just enough extra
room for show cases and this week have been rebuilding that. “o there
have been the odd guestions to ask ete.

Rlght now Pete is working on the final drawing of the Christmas
card, which has been delayed due to the fine weather and Iwas going
to write you a better lett€r than this, but think I will go out and
sort of get Ules to take some trees out. He 1s so quiek and can fell

tree exactly where he wants it. Put a rope part way up and tied it
to his truck and then before I knew it 1 heard the thing fall, I
was going to watch it go. However in a way I hate to see a lovely
tree fall, but it did give more light, especially upstairs.

Loads of love and will amswer your letters first free evening I
get.,

e i
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Banff ,Alta.
October 25,1954

Dearest Mother,

We are still having nice weather but won't be at
all surprised to have it change anyday now. It is quite cold, about
15 above the last two mornings and a heaby frost but it gets up to
nearly 40 in the day time and feels very warm in the sun. liot a
cloud to-day and just lovely out. Yesterday was Sunday, Pete was
working on the Christmas card in the morning and had me posing for
both of us to try and get the arms right, am glad he didn8t expect
me to pose as the animals !

In the afternoon we went for a bit of & drive, up
to lNorguay to see the improvements on the road and where a new Motel
is to go Jjust abowethe road west. Nice sunny spot. Then when we
got home after getting the mail Patsy MacKenzie came for a bit and
we didn't do any of the raking of leaves or trimming trees I had
thought of doing , in fact it was a very lazy day and no company
at night, ‘though the Morants were down Frdday evening and we took
them to the train caturday afternoon.

Later, This isn't going to be much of a letter as

Pearl and &dmee were just in and want us to go to Calgary with

them to-morrow for lunch with bric Hdarvie., de asked us down and
seeing he is so interested in Museums in Banff we could hardly
refuse. We aren't very anxious to go. tdmee will drive and they
have a new car, an Oldsmobile like yours, only yellow. Can't auite
picture us in a yellow car but anyway it is nice to be driven down.
ihey plan to leave at guarter to nine, back after lunch.

A nice letter from you to-day with the one from Anna
and Mr Peck and Miss Cooke. I forgot about herg during the Hurricane.
Next time you see Cousin Harriet ask her if she ever heard of
Hurricanes in New England. perhaps they had them and called them
bad storms or gales, they wouldn't have been able to measure the
wind perhaps or known how they affected other places. I muast write
Anna, if ever I get the desk straightened out but with this good
weather hate to spend time doing that. Forgot that Mr Peck was at the

T

old north church, I never did know them I guess.

Maybe I will enclose a clipping or two to fill this
out as we are going to bed soon.

Heaps of love and will hope to do better next letter.

Wednesday, Didn't have a chance to mail this yesterday so will just
bring you up to date. Pearl and Edmee came around HMonday evening to
say that Eric Harvie would like us to lunch with him luesday, the

. next day, and they would drive us down, leaving at quarter to nine.

We really had a very pleasant day, Pete never likes to
go to Balgary but in this case made an effort, Pearl was so anxious




for us to be included and Mr Harvie seemed anxious we go. He is the
one I told you about who bought Carl Rungius house. We think he is
doing a wonderful thing in buying the house and ms many of Carl's
drawings and pictures and even sculpturs as he can and preserving
them, So many people aremit don't do such things until a person

has died and then it is so much more complicated. We believe ke is
doing the same thing for Mr Phillips, don't know if he is to buy
the house but he is getting a whole set of the woodblocks and has
several of his pictures. He also has started collecting paitbings
of Western artists and those in the office he wanted us to see.

It really was amusing, for we know nothing about 0il stocks
or the 0il business and Mr Harvie is the head of Western Leasholds.
which from the map they had of Western Canada showed the great
number of leases they hold. We thought it was all the oil properties
of everybody, the little pink squares dotted over the map,but not at
all it was the leases they hold. However they were all very informal
and fun,

Edmee drove us down in their new Oldsmobile and €he day
started off well, when we stopped for gas the kids were just running
to school and in the background was a cow moose and her yearling
going in the same direction, only she went on behind the school and
crossed the main street and into someones back yezd.

It took 2 hours to Calgary, a lovely sunny day, we stopped for
Edmee to stock up with frozen food at Safeways and then they let us

off to go to the Optical place. Mr Humphrey adjusted Pete's glasses
a5 the welght spreads them at the nose,in time. He was very pleased
that Pete had gotten on so well. Also went to the Canadian Art
Galleries for a look around and then met Pearl and Edmee at the
Michael building at noon.

We went right to Mr Harvies office and had a look around too

at the plctures. In all the offices connected with Western Leasholds
they have good paintings on the walls, Carl's, Belmore/ and George
Brownes, several not as well known artists. Mr Phillips etc. It was
really very interesting and good to see people like that taking an
interest in painting. and of course bare office walls are ideal for
hanging them. It wasn't an elaboraté office at all, in fact rather
old fashioned and simple but in very good taste. There was a large
table with a desk at one end in Mr Harvie's room and chatis all
around it, A Mr Webster from Toronto came in soon, he is staying in
Calgary a short time for hunting and business I guess, Pephl says
bee thinks he has given aj lot to the summer school, he too is
interested in collecting Canadian pictures, only older ones, for he
has some Kreighoffs like Cousin Harriets. %hen there was a Mr Caapbell
from tdmonton who knew Pete's father well and has come to Banff s nece
he was a little boy. Don Harvie the son who has just come back from
New York wherme he spent a day with Carl and picked out a number of
pictures and Mrg Beltz who was with Eric Harvie when he came to the
house the other day, and who has spent years in the Dutch East Indies,
and wants to come andsee our sketches of Bali. He is their head
geologistg and a very quiet gentle sort of person. and a younger man
named McCarthy. We all had lunch to-gether in another room Just off
the mailn office where the girls were typing. It was a very quiet room




with several lovely paintings and we had a nice simple lunch
and a pleasant time. lhere didn't seem to be any hurry and I
expect by having people like us in they get off the subject of
031 leases etc. Seems to me it i1s a very good idea, they must have
a small kitchen and the one girl was evidently doing it all. We
had soup, goached eggs on toast with tomatoes , rolls and then
delicious banana cream pie. Az Don the son renarkﬂu 'Don't know
why we always get eggs when we have company ! But thev tasted good
to us. After lunch they showed us the room HltP the maps of the
provinces which shows at a glande the o0il and gas fields in
different colors and where their leases are. Pearl said it all
started by Eric Harvie having bought leases for $125,000. and
being offered 4 million for them. It's beyond me. The Harvie
family have bemn coming to the Mt Royal in Banff for Christmas
?(ior Eﬂﬁifa . and Pearl says they are a very close family$~1ﬁ~1ﬁﬁ
We each Qiﬁ an errand and then started back and were home
by five, time even to shop and see how the meat selling is goling
in the Grocery.-hink I told you that Ted Evans who has been running
the meat store on the corner has retired and Joch MacCowan who
runs the grocery diesed side of White's bas built over a corner at
the back of the store for meats and yesterday was the first day
it was in operition, funny part was that Pat Burns whz opened the
meat market in 1834 the same time as Pete's father built the mEw
store and they were great friends. Ever since that time there has
been a meat store on the corner, not always Burns, but a market and
vesterday was the first day it was closed and we had lunch in Fat
Burns old office, sort of a coincidence.

$Hve just been over town, it 'was warm this morning, around
40 but the wind brought in clouds and it is raining a bit now, Ve
are £111 lucky in that they have had cold and 6 inches of snow in
the southern part of North LUakota. Alberta is the only warm spot.

Maybe if it rains I will get a good start on the desk this
afternoon, I just hate to stay in when it is mild and sunny out for
it will soon be too cold to rake leaves or trim trees.

Better send this along, heaps &f love,

C oBhorwmne .
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Banff,Alberta.
Tuesz.Nov.2,1354,

£

Dearest HMother,

We seem to get busy in streaks and the last few days
have been rather full ones. I should answer your letters but by the
time I gather them to-gether the news will be on and I may be too
busy, also the election returns will be coming in from the U.S. so
will just give you an idea of what we have been doing.

vaturday I didn't do much cleaning but started the
wash and then we took thé rd to Mr Clarke at the Crag and Canyon
which took some time, then to the Sowdeéns with a timetable of trains
we tookto San Francisco as they are going back to Honolulu this
winter. Then errands and before we had time to have our lunch or
even start ity <Norman Luxton came to ask if he could bring a Mrs
Dortthy Thornton to see us as Mr Harvie wanted us to meet her and
see her pictures of Indians. Norman got talking 'and looking at some
of the Indian paintings that Pete has laid in and wants some sketchy

"X ones done for the new part of his log museum. B0 it was about 1.30

when we ate., Then we had time only to get the mail and tidy up the
house a bit anpd he brought Mrs Thornton about 4 P. M. and left her.
e had tea ini talked until 5.50 and then drove her home and up to
the MacKenzies with some magazines about Arizona where they are
going on a trip. Nellie was busy dressing the two youngest for a
Halloween party and lpckily asked if we would be home as the kids
were coming with the Larson children to " Pete and Catharines " for
an apple and candy. We had almost forgotten what night it was and so
took Mom's gate off before some kids got the idea, and laid 1t on
the grass where they wouldn't see it. It is usually so dark around
here that they don't come around, though% about ten we heard some

young pecple turning over the, benches on t?'{t*iver, ther wise it
was rather quiet.l.u.u? —?m MJ ‘:ﬁwtiﬂ b wm T O o 2

Sunday was a lovely clear day ana t nughaggk%ﬁﬁhe sun
L= [}

warmed 1t up later. We had a look at the damage'¥ that
Norman Luxton was at bhs store so dropped in to tell him how much we
had enjoyed the lady artist, Mrs Thornton;and as she had slides of
her Indian portraits to show us we said we would be glad to have her
do it at our house, for Norman, Pearl and Ldmeé&. He thought that
night would be best and as he goes to bed early, we said 7.30. Then
went and told Edmee, It was so lovely we decided to make up a lunch
and maybe sketch, so got away by dquarter to eleven. Hadn't been over
the Windermere Highway to Radium for ages and then in winter, so went
that way and it was so mice we kept on going and landed up at Radium
Hot Springs where wa had a look at the new pool. Stopped for lunch
on the way at a camp ground. It is 90 miles one way so we

came right back, Did stop long enough to have a visit with Tex Woods
who used to be out at Skoki the first year we were there, hadn't
seen him for ages and he is now at the gate into the park. lives in
Windermere. Then we bustled home knowing the others were coming that
evening. Got back at five. It was really a lovely ride, We aren't
apt to go far this time of year as usually there is snow or it is
stormy with only the odd fine day, but it is so different looking i

the mountadns with the long shadows at thig tim f year.anpnd only
a little snow in very shady spots.Wst "mw%,\mw AL wul L




It was quite an evening, We had time to change and get supper and
waiﬁuup before the others came and only Norman with Mrs LThornton
ano\ Edmee came, The slides were most interesting as she has been
painting for about 25 years and trying to get all the interesting
old Indians with a story behind them, many were over 100 and mostly
from B,C. She has gone all over the coast in search of them and also
the prarie. Her sketches were done guickly in an hour or an hour and
a half, they are evidently life size and rather sketchy in guality
but she has gotten the character and they are versy strong, some
better than others but c@brful and good. Her landscapes very strong,
I didn 't care quite so much for those. She had been to all sorts
of reméte spots and is writing a book about it too. She is also
4rt critic on the Sun newspaper in Vancouver. Bhe has also done
paintings of Indian dances from what she has been told by the Indians.
She showed us about 200 slides, all paintings, onlw the totem poles in
Water color and talked and told stories for a good two hours. She
was interesting and amusing and you could tell she loved Indians.

We then had tea and looked at our Indian beadwork and talked and
it was 11 P.M. when they went. Norman said he didn't know when he had
enjoyed an evening so much.
¥ . Monoay was another lovely day and as we knew there would be few
\ 1f any people at Lake Louise on a week day, we-decided to try a

\sketeh of 'that as Pete hag someone who wants one, Paul Martin who
is the minister of Health and Wellfare and at present the head of
|the Canadain Delegation &t the United Nations. So we got the mail
‘and bread we were out of and made up another lunch ang got away again
at duarter of eleven. It was 12.15 by the time we got to the Lake
and lovely with interesting light on the glacier. Eut we were parely
set up when the sun went behind Fairview Mountain and we w®wese in
the dhade and it was good and chilly. Ice on the lake in such a thin
sheet that the color of the green lake showed through, 1t was open
in a few places. Pete made a guick one hour sketch and I cnly drew
=~mine in and then took some kodachromes. We were home by 3.30.
Did the errands and saw Sam about work at the store, Yot a guick note
off to you and liom and some of the first day covers as well. Then
last evening we listened to some programs but couldn't get the
political broadcasts, got looking up things about Indians.

f This morning was snother fine day and we got up at 7.15 and set

off by 8.15 to try and get to Lake Louise while it was sunny, but

| it clouded over soon after getting there, but at least was warmer
than yesterday. I sat inside the Jeep but Pete worked outside and
we both sketched for about £ hours. We saw Walter Pereen the young
Sgiss guide, he takes turnsas caretaker , he said we could drive
the Jeep right into the garden in front of the hotel, there are
roadways wide enough,so it made it fine for me especially. First fime

'« I have sketched from inside the Jeep and it worked fine.

We got home abeout two and went right to the post office and then
for some meat. Met  Fearl Moore and “rs Fainter and Pearl had been
down to see us 3 times to ask about what we thought of the paintings,
so I said we were going back home then ,so down they both dame and
we had a nice visit, they were just going an hour later when Edmee
drove in, also %o talk about the paintings, as Eric Harvie hag




wanted our opinion, vhe stayed and had some coffee and before

she left Barbara came to collect for the Salvation army and Joined
in about town affairs and also indians, She hadn't been gone very
long and I had gotten the spare ribs in and was busily making

some Hoyal pudding,?gaﬁe with cold mil& and Just beaten) when

Lona Becker came for copy of Life about how the world was made,
and we hunted for thei. then her boy friend appeared on his motor
cyele and it wasn't until nearly six when we had a chance to think.

Now we have listened to the news and how the election is
going and how rainy it is with snow in upper New York state and it
is sup,osed to be in the 50 or €0s here in Alberta to- Worruﬁ,:Jﬁ@ﬁ t
know if we will go out again but when it is so nice seems a shame
not to.
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Banff ,Alberta,
Sunday, Nov,.7,1354
Dearest Kother,

If no one comes in I hope to write you a better
letter.byen't been too busy lately but quite a few people drop in.
Pete has done some copying with the camera , erperiments, Sam was
over ‘hursday morning and we talked more than we did thinps Can't
remember what happened in the afterncon, Friday was so niee and
mild I did up a1l the wash I could find, including five woolen
shirts which Eept me going inthe morning and that afternoon Asta
Hauge dropped in, it had started to rain very gently by then and
I had to bring in all the wash and hang it inside, including the
socks I did later. Asta hadn't been here for ages and when she left
she called me askde and showed me the loveliest gray and white hand
knit Norwegian sweater which she hoped was the right size for Pete.
She wouldn't give it to him herself. Ljnnie Becker had come in from
ochool and as Asta works for her father it made it fun as they are
great friends tooc. When we got our things on to take them home Fete
put on his old brown Norwegian sweater that John Ness got for him
and which he has worn steadily ever since, and showed it to #sta,
{;ittle thinking a brand new one was waiting for him as a big urpr1$e)
and ke told Asta " you know this came from Norway and you can t ge
them out of the country any more" she was much amused. Hete was
taken aback when we returned home and I gave him the sweater, he
couldn't believe she had gotten it for him.

Lynnie was awfully cunning as usual, very serious
telling us about a trip they had just been on to the coast, she told
us they had a big storm, a gale and the waves were very nizn she and
two 1little boys were on "the beach looking for shells and ev1deniiy
an extra big wave rolled in and first thing she knew 1t was right
up around her and up to her shoulders, she said she screamed it was
so cold and she felt so silly being all wet, t—wasr—ToBIg ton!

That night we decided to print some photographs,
first time Pete has tried any for two years,we were just startirﬂ,
a knock on the door and Jimmie Bimpson had come to change the small
telephone from here to Mr Scotts, so it is in the hall up there instead
of in his living room, and so we can call Bev and Cliff anytime.
Jimmie was down once uefore and so e didn,t want to put him off
again and went up with him, It didn't take “nore than half as hour so
we started on the printing again when we got back, worked until
11.20 F.M, quite a late evening for us.

Yesterday was another lovely day, &id the usual
cleaning at the end of the week and evrands, then as it was so mild
we turned the outside taps on a&ﬁgg te washed the Jeep and Pearl Wapa
came and did her car too, as heT,p} %h are off and so are Edmeés, I
also gave the flower bedg & last soaking and raked again. then Jonny
appeared and we had tea. and last night I had two .days waqni g to iron
so we listened to the hockey game over the radiougiyl Ei




lo-day was nice again, nut guite as clear but from a start
of 20%above it rose to nearly 40%and with no wind felt warm. It
seems to be as hard for it to storm this fall as it was difficult
to clear this Bummer ! We heard they had snow in Gettysburg and
they hake had it in Montana, but here it has been really wonderful
and the grass on the lawn is still guite green, very little frost
in the ground. Pete had some more pictures he wanted to Pry so set
that up, then Jonny appeared Just before lunch which he had with
us, We wanted to use natural light for the bopying but barely got
started after lunch Bhen #rs Simpson and Aunty Joe( her sister who
now lives in Calgaryéz came in. They wouldn't stay ng, Just
time to see some pictures we took of them this summer, so then we
started in upstairs again, Later on I raked the rest of Fetels
mother's lawn so she won't worry about it. Then Colin Wyatt.and
Veronica his neice came for about bhalf an hour, Pete was strectching
canvas. To-morrow we have Steam Watt the plumber coming to put in
gas connections so when we want we can change from 0il to Gas heat
as we think it will not only be much cheaper Pot more effieient.

4 nice long letter came from you to-day, sSeems to me you
are becoming auite a football fan, I don't wonder you find it hard
to find Rusty, they all look so much alike when they are padded and
in & uniform, I expect both he and Russell are just full of football
and mighty proud he 1s on such a good team. "hat a shame Aunt Julie
has been s0 sick, for it can be pretty serious and sometimes an
operation 1 guess, In the letter from Cousin Jane which I have Just
read, mentions among other things she has enjoyed was a lecture on
Ndew Guinea " and strangely encugh we were asking Colin Wyatt about
it just this afterrnoon, he was there during the war and has written
guite a pme bit about 1t in the book he wants us read for him.

What I really wanted to say was about your flying out, are
you seriounsly thinking of it or Just wishing you could ? We wish wyou
could too and if you like L can find out the best connections, but
think you would have to change at either Montreal or Toronto, dnd if
going via Toronto you have to go to New York first and change there,
sometimes the connectjons aren't bad but when I tried last Jume for
Aunt Julle they weren t good at all. Next summer the C.F.R.are going
to have new equipeent “on their tsanscontinental trains and it should
be vedby comfortable. They have much nicer rooms than they used to have
and the nice part is that you can come right to Banff, the only change
is in liontreal.

Cne friend of ours comes out each summer from near New York,
and she is almost paralysed, sits in a wheel chair and gets a
little worse each year. Her husband comeswith her and she comes
by train to Lake Loulse, goes to the dining room once.a day only
I think but is really guite wonderful, they have to lift her in and
out of cars ete. but when you think of her coming by train, it would
seem most anyone ¢ould. The plane would be fine but one still has to
make the 85 mile trip by car or trazn from Calgary to Banff, takes
about 2% hours from the airport, miles really from thPre
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Banff,slberta,
Thurs,Nov,11,1054

Dearest Mother,

Armistice Day, a little colder than we have been
having but still not winter, Jjust a chill in the air. Have had a
busy week and will just dash off a hurried letter before goingfor
the mail. ¥omday

Monday morning we expected Steam Watt to connect the
gas to the cellar but he didn't come and it may be next Monday beffee
he does, we are going to use the oil on hand first anyway but would
have 1t ready to connect when we want to change over to gds. I
started to clean the cupboards in the studio and put away a lot of
canvases .etc, for Pete suddenly got the idea of painting the ceiling
wnite to give us more light in winter, it is wallboard which has
darkened through the years, we got hold of Sam and he measured it
up and got the size and paint allready to start Tuesday, there was
gquite a lot to cover up and put away.

then Tuesday morning he and Pete started in, Sam was
a little late coming, but Pete mixed the stuff and painted the lower
sloping walls and Sam used a roller to put the Kemtone on the
celling. ‘the size had to go on first and then the paint and they
Worked all day, Pete and I finishing up after 5.30, I got extra paint
and ran errands etc. and Lyniie and Christine Smith came to help
rake leaves after school,so it was a full day and then in the evening
when I might have written letters Cliff came down to return some things
he had borrowed and stayed to talk until after 10 o'clock.

lesterday was Wednesday and even busier. I used a
combination of cleaner I figured out once to take the ditt off the
logs,at one end of the studiq, there are only four fieams about & fget
long left uncovered and the white celling made such an improvement
in the light Pete thought perhaps if we put veneer panels over the
log end it would improve it still mores I was glad for otherwise
those should be cleaned and I find the men aren't too interested in
scrubing. We have plenty of logs in fthe house anyway and the studio
is to work in not to look picturesque, maybe someday when our house
1s old someone will discover the old wall and rip off the wallboard
and they can have the fun of cleaning the logs ! I shall be just as
glad to have it a flat surface that only need-s a wipe down with the
vacumn or a cloth., EmxIxzk The log wall was originally the outside
porch wall and so the soot from the chimney had stuck to the oil
surface ang 5a§n we added on the studio waf just dusted them down.
ncw there nly the four beams left and not much to clean.

Sam got the material,Pete touched up a fed paaces that
hadn't guite snough paint on the ueilingxﬁnﬁ I started on tgiggggg
then there were the errands and at noon 4on Kesquits arrived u
that now his wife has died he finds it pretty lonely, he had™taken
good care of her these last pears she was sick but now he is going to
be"legally married” in January tq Bells TwoYoungman, an orphan ®ark
Pocgelle adopted, Jw X “eamow A AR waam T X el ommaed, Aeeting
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We were just finishing lunch so he stayed and had pie with us,
and a lot of talk. We finally got going upstairs, Sam doing most
of the work and we washed off the spots of paint that had dripped
or splashed on the walls, Ixatsmxnadxtuxdsxkike Then Just as we
finished tea Mrs Brett came with a ppoblem and she loves to visit
so I had a long talk with her so Pete could £0 on helping Sam,
vhe didn't leave until after five. We had Just gotten the caw
put away and I had changed my clothes a bit when Harold arrived.
Me had a chance to go hunting elk but needed a gun and if we
could drive him down to Shrigleys he might be abae to borrow one
from them, so we got the Jeep out again and drove him down and
back only to find that Shrigley one of the R.C.M.P. was up at
Bow Summit, Got the Jeep put away and supper cooked, eaten and
washed up and carried a few boards upstairs and were all ready
to sit down for a guiet evening when Ted White of Victoria ecame
in, He used to be in Banff when Pete drove for Brewsters and his
wife and childien are still here but he hasn't been Just right and
so it is all rather difficult and they are seperated. He talked
steadlly for over an hour and a half, it seemed longer,and most
of it was hard luck stories about D.P.s being given all the jobs an
how dhe eonstruction man wouldn't give him a job though he was
there before the others etc. He little realizes that they probably
don't want to employ him, its rather pathetic really, but we
listened and I gave him a cup of coffee at nine hoping he wemld
soon go, no such luck, so then I emarked when I could get a word
in, " should we be going for Harold 2" Hoping Pete would catech on
and make an excuse for us to leave, but he only said " I don't
think it's necessary. " then ten minutes later he realized what
I was trying to do,so suggested we should g0 over and see Harold,
ie offered Ted a ride home which he said he would be very glad

of so again we got the gJeep out but did managento get to Red before
ten, | '“*'*ﬁkfkf “AQAN 33% ke Y Wy qt?{?.

Bow to-day is Armistice Day and Sam said he didn't
mind working so came this morning, We had mutual friends gEoing
to Honolulu leaving this morning by train and as Gdm said he was
supposed to pick Cis up in time to go to the 2nd train, I said I
would do that and save him leaving the job. So off I went and wWe
found Cis had gotten mixed and it was the first train they went on.
Pete and I went to the service at the cenataph which was very
nice and now have Jjust finished lungh, Sam is back hammering again
and I will take this to the postoffice and then maybe wash off
more spots, they are only tiny ones but it does look better having
them cleaned off,

Loads of love

(‘oﬁ«mﬁ-




Banff ,Alberta.
iues. Nov, 16,1954,

Dearest Mother,

Your airmall came yesterday about Louis, gunite
wonderful that he could work as he did up to the end so to speak
and to go so peacefully, am glad he wasn't ill or sick even [for
a short time., It was good of Bussell to send flowers from us for
of course we didn' t hear in time to do anything ourselves. 1
shall miss Louis for I can't remember when he wasn't there.

#5 usyal we are pather busy and again no time for
a real letter, Haven t written sénce last week I guess. Saturday
Sam came in the mornfng and finished putting the board on the back
wall of the studio, it is just fir veneer but takes time to fit.
We were to be at the Crag and Canyon(to Belp ¥r £at Clarke get
the right color for the Christmas card) at eleven so were up early
to do all the things here fimst. But he said to come back at 1.30
which we did and we stood in the printing office all afternocon on
a cement floor until 5.30 while he set up the pripting machines
and mixed the printers énk. Fhere were several deX®ys but we Just
stayed patiently and didn't say much. The boy who knew his new
printing machine had Jjust left so it was just a young kid who work -
ed it and Mr €xi» Clarke hasn t used it much himself. Anyway we
waited until they had printed"the blue kky and had the green for
& lake or river and then left. lhey worked until nine that night
doing it. We were weary bm the time we had made supper and just s&t
all evening, I read a bit of Colin's book I am proofreading for him.
1 certainly am a poor one to dé it being such a poor speller but
have found a few tiny mistakes, he certainly has the largest
vocabulary I ever say, nearly every page has a word I have never
even heardgbefore, not counting the Latin words of butterflies etec.
which I leave up to him to correct.

_Sunday we were up early and'?ete and I blonded the
new wall, You paint on white paint and then rub it off and it fills
the grain with white so that the wood doesn't darken as time goes on.
Makes it have sort of a natural finish. Pete painted and I rubbed
it off as fast as he got it on, we worked all morning. Lihen after
roast beef for lunch went for the mail and a bit of a drive. Lucky
we did, for led White,who came down the other night and is living in
Victoria now and spent the evening telling us hard luck stories,
came again Friday afternoon and I went to the door. Told him Pete was
busy and he wondered if Pete would advance him ¥% £25.00 which he
needed for expenses going back and then would repay it when he re-
turned in lecember, We didn't want to start that sort of thing know-
ing that of eecent years he has been full of stories and borrows
where hi Ean. He had a mental breakdown which partly accounts for it
as he usegk to be that way. Anyway I tdld him I would tell
Pete and we have avoided being in as much as possible until we hoped
he nad left town. He was to go Sunday night. We went out Friday night
to see the frossers and to bed at nine Saturday.and Sunday afternoon
it was so warm and prétty we drove around by Minnewanka, got back at

5.50 out time and found a note on the door from Ted, he hasn't E0 #vp—




until Monday night and remindéd us of his request and ended by
saying " any luck ? " We were the lucky ones I guess not to be in!
cusan and Joyce Newly from Jasper came soon after we got home and
stayed untll after six and then that evening we went up to Cliff &
Bevs for Yete to telephone but stayed to talk,

1ihen pesterday we were up early expecting Steam Watt to come &
connect the gas to the basement but he came about 10 to say he
wouldn't come til to-day. 1 washed as it was still mild and we did
errands and then at one Ceceil Phillpott arrfived to change the
electric light switch to the outside of the new wall, Sam arrived
after lunch tco which was lucky so he could cut the #&ole. so that
all worked fine. I cleaned up more of the things in the Studio and
sorted paint and then Mr Lonsdale called to ask fFete apmut his
painting which he is trying to do. 5o we had quite a busy afternoon,
in fact we were busy all the time with one thing or another.
and last evening Fatsy MacKenzie came down to show us her wew
camera she has just bought and to ask Pete how to work it and wwe
spent until after ten showing her things about photography.

Tuesday, 1 will soon be going for the mail, The Power men
came soon after eight to put in one new pole between ours and the
next lot instead of the two which we have now which come down right
across the wn, It was fun seeing how easily and guickly two men
with one truck and a crane on the back from which hung the new
pole could set it up into the hole, took about five minutes, and
Just now as I was writing this they came with the truck again and
took out the old poles just as easily. Was great fun to wateh.

It's been a three ring circus to-day, with Sam putting on the
finishing touches to the ceiling upstairs, the trim. Steam Watt and
his helper Bob, working with pipes and then just at one the power
men to say the power would be off an hour and then Chariie Beil

with a model horse Pete wanted. So as you can see we are busy.
Rill be writing soon

Loads of love,

C&M




Banff,Alberta.
ihars.Nov,18,1954,
Dearest Mother,

Oon't expect this will be much of a letter as I
feel lazy to-night. We have had a busy week and to-day seemed
rather guiet with no men around as Sam has gone to Calgary and
the plumbers have finsihed, Just waiting now for the Government
men to test the Gas line or something. We have been getting up
by 7.30 each morning and kKeep busy all day. Pete has been doing
some colors on the Christmas cards and I just started my two,
but don't think they will take quite as long this year.

Ftiday— didn't finish this last night, Guess I
should really tell you other things than what we are doing.

If you can't get that 2nd.hook don't worry for we
were going to give it as a Christmas present and can give something
else instead. I forgot to ask about the Swiss Calenders., Is it
too late to get them this year, Would love to have five X%
if you can still get them.

At one time we thought we might get east for your
90th. birthday but think perhaps it is wiser to stay in Banff until
Pete gets his other eye operated on. He wouldn't want to change
doctors and if we went anywhere and he got even a minor infection
it could be very serious. They say one is more or less immune to
the infections around ones o home. Dr MHaclfenzie said they wait
until the first eye is really strong again before operating on the
2nd. so don' t know Just when it will be. It seems allright but if
he uses it tooc much he can feel the strain or if he does too much.
If it were a foot or something like that dne would take a chance but
his eye iz so important to him it is best to take no risks. Maybe
by spring it will be 0.K. to leave. Hardly seems possible that
Thanksgiving will be next week, how many are you to have this year?

Russ sent us the clipping about Husty's last football
game , what a wondefful team they must have had, I didn't realize that
Wolzey Pratt coached it. Yoes ®usty have another year at Middlesex 7
I sort of loose track.

Had such & nice newsy lelter from Cousin Alma this
week, it was good of her to write, she told me about Ebbs family
ete. This next week I hope to sort out the letters that 1 should
answer with the Christmas cards and those before. We have the
Studio about finished. Fete shellaced the wall yesterday ami put
the coat of varnish on to-day and it looks very nice, then we can
move the furniture into place and once the cards are done he can
start palnting again, but he wants to get everything else cleaned
up first,

Will be writinmg soon again , so all for this letter.
Heaps of love,

Ahanaie
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Banff,Alberta,

Thurs.Nov,25,1354

Dearest Mother,

Thanksgiving Day in Concord ! Just so you will
know we are thinking of you, Mildred and Cousin Jane must have
arrived last night and the table must have been set yesterday
#ith fetfobringing in ground pine from the woods, Expect Hrs
Pietro is helping in the kitchen and Erma must be on hand and
you will all be missing Jean. On the radio it said the weather
was cold and maybe snmow in New England, Here we are having sort
of a drizzle, it was 50 in Calgary this morning, the End day in
a row that started out as warm, and it is about 40 here. fe are
in for a busy day and will be eating fish most likely, but
fresh salmon from the coast can taste pretty good too!

cuch a lot of people we have seen lately, one
thing after another this week., It started: out juietly enough
but some leaded pane windows over the big windows at the
store buckled out of ptace, they have beenVbulging for some time,
run right across the front of the store. There has been some
blagting which may have loosened them more for cne came right
out Sam thought if it wasn't fixed right away it might fall

out., So he got Verne Costello and another man and built a
scafdld and two carefully pushed from the outside and Verne
pulled on little wires from the inside and with lots of luck it
went back into place. Now they are putting wooden panels on the
outside of the glass which really looks better from outside and
insulating it in between and it stops the light that was bother-
ing them inside the store. Ve were pleased to have it work out
so well.and Sam was ticka&dd to pleces to get the thing back into
place for he planned how to do it.

Monday we did cards and then “r Lonsdale the Enited
Church minister came with some of his paintings to show nz, he 1s
only Just starting to paint and so keen and Monday is his day off,
He was here two hours Jjust asking questions and Pete explaining
various things and yesterday which was Wedinesday he stopped us on
the street, wanted to show us what he had done since, It is too
funny how fascinated he is trying to peint and said he had worked
on the picture three times but douldn't spend more time this weelk,
expect he must write his sermon! He is coming next monday and Fete
is to show him how to mix paints. I gave him tea that afternoon
Sam was in later and Verne in the morming and I have forgotten who
alse,

Tuesday was as bad withxyx we worked hard and almost
finished the cards, just have the Bands and face to do, Bldon Walls
was down after lunch to talk business and Sam about the store work
and then we went up to see Syd Vallance and were in great Iuek,
most times we go drs Vallance is there and ghe talks to me and is
Very nervous and makes one feel hurried or they come down here and




are in a hurry to be somewhere else, but Doris was at the Red
Cross, her sister having a hair do so we had eyd all to our-
selves in an unburried visit. He got us tea and we sat in the
kitchen and talked over lots of thinzs for over an hour and a
half. Sam came down that evening about some blinds we had
ordered for the studio and then Edmee came about some apint she
needed and she stayed until aftet em ten, so we felt we had been
talking most of the day to one person or another but did ret
gquite a lot settled.

Yesterday we had quite a conglomeration of pecple, In the
morning 1 washed out a couple of shirts and then joined Pete on
the last of the cards, right in the middle 4r Scott called in, he
came home the night before, had been away since September and so
had a lot to tell us about. He lives in the lower part of the blg
house, He is & real farmer type and loves to Just =it and visi
so after an hour I sort of moved around and he thought it was time
to go and we went shopping, We Just got atarted nicely on cards
agednr when Barbara came about some pillow covers she is to make
for us, then when we went out we saw ¥r Lonsdale and spent about
half an hour inthe church. We also took time to watch the Calgary
power take out a big tall pole, made two trips over to Luxtons and
are to see him this afternoon, arranged for Steam Watt to come to-
morrow and turn %Exett Pete's mother's water off etc. Then got
her radio we are borrowing for the winter. Pete was stem setting
that up when Colin Wyatt arrived, he is having difficulties with
his wife, then Mrs Brett at quarter to six, she is trying to help
the Anglican minister get away to-day on the train for Victoria
and Miss Oratz after supper about something else. I did get one

parcel done up to szend to Norway which was gcmethin;.ﬁ-h%u;ﬁ_&ih
Rouh W g Baudn W Gy AN
Now we are going to the station to help get the mimister
off, thati's a long story tooc. So vou ®mee we are auite Buby but
hope to finish up this week with all the odd jobs.

Hust run so =1l for now.
Heaps of love,

Cnﬁumm




Banff,Alberta,

Sun . Nov ,.28,19354

Dearest Mother,

We are startipg in having more wintry weather
and the river is bégining to freeze over, It had frozen across
the end of September in that cold spell and then opened up and
was free of ice until to-day. 14 above this morning. We have had
a quiet Sunday so far,”I managed to finish all the hands and faces
on the 487 Bhristmas cards, counting them at the same time.We
have a good system now, lay out £5 at a time and in rows of five
each and then by standing up to a tall counter in the Studic yom
can color them very guickly. Pete was working on a model of the
room that Norman Luxton wants him to decorate for his museum.

The other afternoon, Thursday we went over to
Norman Luxton's and he took us to the ¥ueeum he has built with
Eric farvie's help. He always did have a lot of stuff in the store
or trading post on the other side of the bridge, and not enough room
to display it all, so they bullt a nice log building about the size
of our front room. but still they had more than would go into that
50 bave built another larger room, about four times the size of thi
first and in between is a narrow room they used to use as a work
shop and it is 29 feet by 1%. as long as ours but half as wide.
quite high for so narrow a room. Norman wants to hang photographs
in there, He calls them pictures and we aren t sure if they are
Jjust photogrphas or some paintings, but in afly case they would be
small., He slso has a large one that Carl Rungius has given him of
Moose to go at one end there or in one of the other rooms. He
thought 1if Pete would do some rather sketchiréd Indian subjects to
make a fréeze around the upper part of the room it would add color,
deone in the manner of the Indian camp or even more sketchy. Pete
1s geing to have a try at it and Norman says he is to be paid for it
as 1t will be quite a job. Right now Pete is making a model of the
room to get ideas of the proportions. ‘hinks he will make five
pletures for each long Wall, seperated by a tiny frame. and have
things like the Indian traveois, travel when dogs were packeswswitlk
animals,. ete., at the end he thinks he might do a camp scene and
have the subjects on eithér side lead up to the end secene. It is

going to take a lot of work and study.

That same day we had a call from Tex Woods, maybe
L tld you this, from Radium, he had a couple of oil paintings he
‘had done for Pete to eriticise, one of a goat was very good.>then
Sam. came scoon after we returned from Luxtons to tell us they had
finished the job at the store. lThe wood over the windows, it looks
so much better, and before long Lynnie Becker arrived and close on
her heel=s Jonny. Lynnie came for subject matter on"the Horth "
which they are studiing at school, and Jonny was quite a hadp as
he remembered the article in Life Magazine. We had gingerale , cake
and cookies and then Lona dropped in with 2enny Mitchell, they came
on his motorcycle, By then werhad.several books out on the subject




and they all begand looking at them, I thoughtwe ricedn't mimd
worry too much about comic magazines when they found so much

of interest in pictures of the lundra and rivers of the Northland.
and in looking at the maps. However it was a bit hectic and after
wards -I couldn't find my drawing of a plan for the store or

the *i&ndharm&n luxton had made on wraping paper for Pete. In
fact it wasn't until next day I found the latter, evidently had
pleked up the folded wraping paper and put it in the eupﬁoavﬁ
with the rest of our brown paper! That evening we went to Eldon
Walls in a pretty snow storm which didn .t last long, we have Just
& sprinkling of it covering the ground

Eldon built & new house this year, the modern kind with large
windows in the living and dining end of the big room, They are on
a hill in such & position that they have a lovely view at the back
of the mountains and no other house close by, so it really is very
attractive. They have a nice kitchen with the smindow over the sink
having another lovely view south west. and one whole wall is just
cupboards. Thelr bedrooms also have a wall of euphboards. It is all
in light wood very nice. We had such a pleasant evening. the two
little boys were allowed to stay up a short time, one Gordie the
cldest is poing to Edmonton this week to have nomp tests made of
his heart. He evidently has the kind with an opening between two
chambers 1n the heart, so the bBlood that has been purified gets
mixed with the other blocd coming in. If he gets a cold it is
really hard on him and if he caught Phneumonia he would very likely
die. or meailes or anything like that. Just this last year they
have operated on several children in the states with the same
trouble, and until then there wasn't much hope. so he goes to
bdmonton to see 1if his heart can be opearated on and if so they
will have to take him to the states to have it done. Eldon is the
one who looks after the store properties for Pete.

Friday was a busy day too. Sam put up Venetian blinds in the
studio for us, makes 1t much easier to regulate the light and we
can close them at night when working up tkere. Hoh Watt came to
finish the plumbing, had the gas line tested, though we won't use
it unless something happens to the oll burner, then he cleaned out
the drains and in the afternoon came back to emk turn off the water
in Mom's house while I hunted round for things that might freeze.
Pete and Sam fixed something in the basement where the water gets
in, but soon we will have everything set for winter.

paturday we did the usual things in the morning, cleaning
a bit, errands for weekend shopping, the grocery stores now close
all day Monday, and then we listened to the football game in
doronto between the Montreal Alouettes and the Edmonton Eskimos
for the Gray cup. They are professional teams but such interest
and excitment. Montreal was a 5to 1 favorite, sdmonton was ahead
for a2 short time and then Montreal for most of the game and it
wasn't until the last 3 minutes of play that Edmonton got a
winning touchdown. +t was about the most emciting game L have
ever listened to, I was dusting the living room and would caﬂp

in and out to hear better for dio was in the njtch and
Pete listening the kiteiren ua&‘% Wat, WA
' IO

Then we nhad those frost windowthings put on the Jeep




net Cyril Paris over town and he came back for a sup of coffee
and the rest of the afterncon, as we hadn't seen him since his
fall trip to Arizona and Mexico, also Texas, While he was still
heae Bev came down with some pictures of the baby as they are
using san old camera of ours for the first time and by the time
she left it was supper time for us.

lesterday, Sunday, we had & good morning and then in the
afternoon after we got back from the Post office Jonny came in,
he wanted b read"the Sea Around {is " which we have a copy of and
while I tried to type this he either read patts that interested
him or asked questions in general. about four Gladys and HNoel
Gardiner came for tea, they leave to-day for vYasper where they
are -to run a new vkl development, Patsy “acKenzie came in later
and we had a good visit. We took Patsy home alfter the others left
and Jjust ran in a minute to see the #achenzies who are just back

from a trip south to Tuscon and also a day in Mexico. The,kjds
had to show us all the things they had waugkt brought nawﬁatﬂl-}*‘h
was hard getting away. Fast fnight I worked on the address*list
for Christmas cards and now this morning we are waiting for Sam
to fix & couple of things. It is a lovely day, clear and frosty
about 10 above so guess Winter has really started. The river is
only just freezing over.

I think the books must have arrived for there was & notice
in the postoffice box Saturday but the wicket was closed in the
afterncon, ihanks so much for the books and calenders,

ihis week I shall start in ernest getting the Christmas
cards addressed and written on and in the proeess should get the
desk cleaned upl

“hall be interested to hear about your Thanksgiving
and how the Palmers were and the rest of the news. How i3 Oobert
Ewazey ? haven't heard mention of him for sometime. Mildred is
going to send us the copy of the medical report on Cousin Harrief,
shall e interested in that.

+he list of books came that you sent from the cancord
bookshop. Noticed one " as told to Sam Merwin Jr " didn't know
that he wrote as his father did.

Better get on with other things. but willtry scon to
get organized. fete has plans for his pictures and once the other
things are cleared up will start on those,and then I will have
more uninterrupted time for %riting.

Heaps of love,

c.ﬁm




Banff,Alberta,

Fri, Dec.3,1954

Dearest Mother,

This won't be a real birthday letter but just in
case my next one doesn't reach you in time, we send our uvery
best wishes for the happiest birthday yet. We sent you our
present yesterday, not very large but we enjoyed making it for
you and hope you enjoy it at your leisure, not on your actual
birthday perhaps for according to Russell's letter you may be
rather precccupied. and from time to time we hope to add to it
the present that is.

Had such a fine long letter from bHussell and he
spoke of the small tea they are giving at the house for you on
your birthday, wish we might be theré to pass the sandwiehes and
cookies or something. Sounds awfully nice. Evidently you feel
mach the same as Jean did when you gave her the party on her
80th birthday, she didn't think so much fuss should be made or
people invited formally, but after it was over she found she had
enjoyed it all tremendously so if you enjoy yours as much it
should be & grealt success.

We are still rather busy and thourh last night
I directed about 200 Christmas cards, there are many left to do
and to write on. I lost a couple of afternoons this week but
| one can't help such things. Monday 4r Lonsdaledthe United Chubeh
minister came after Rotary, about 2 P.M. and Pete laid in an
oll sketch and painted it while Mr Lonsdale watched fascinated,
I could hear Pete explaining why he did certain things and from
¥r L. enthusiastic exclamations every now and then,-ﬁe was just
thrilled and like a young kid. It was really fun to see him, he
—«just wishes he had started painting 25 years agol/Sam came later
“his eyes having troubled him, and we all had tea to-gether, I
think Mr Lonsdale rather enjoyed it all for it was after four when
he left. I tried to write a couple of letters not too successfully.

Tuesday I was all set for a full afternoon, and Fete
met Norman Luxton over town who game at 2 to see the model amdxideus
Pete has made of the room at the museum he is to do the Indian
pictures for. After half an hour we went to the museum for another
half hour and looked at old photographs and also to meet Mrs Lefroy
who had some Indian beadwork to show us, she was late so by the
time we got back the afternoon was shot. We listened to Churehill
and his 80th birthday program.

Wednesday I had to do various errnads and the

etc., which took most my morning but by getting it all done early

I figured I could spend most of the afternoon sorting the letters
to amewer with the Christmas cards, Then as I came from the post
office ( fete was laying in a sketeh ) Susan “ather appeared, she
had been"recommended in her studies at school in Calgary and so
didn't have to take the exams and was given three days off. very
nice. We had barely gotten in the house and 1 was wondering what tr




do while she was here, Do up Christmas presents perhaps, when

who should drop in bmtJackie, he hasn't been here for a visit for
ages and the store closes Wednesday afternoon, he isn't very

well .and we are rather provoked at rrﬂn“o“ the way he runs his

part of the store but just he same we don 't want to antagonize him

or get him upset for it only takes more time and leads to mis-
understandlng. Sam was working upstairs on some door sills that
needed fixing so that let Pete out Tor it looked as if he were

busy with Sam and actually he was painting. AMw years ago it would
have upset him having Jackie come like that and he couldn't have
concentrated, but now he can work better with other things going on.
Susan stayed a while and helped me listen to Jackie, he spins out

all his tales and hey are always about what he has done, like their
teip to California, goes into endless detalls, never once asked about
Pete's ayes or what we were doing, not that it mattered but I sure got
a dose of it and unfortunately didn't have anything I could do but
listen, I was caught. We had tea dand Sam and Fete camedown for that
which was fine . then Susan left and Jackie stayed a while longer,
Byt then the afterncon was shot so I just kept on being &s agreeable
as possible. )

Then yesterday afterncon we felt we must go up to Colin
Wyatts as Bam hadn't come at all, They nhave been asking us up an
evidently Elsa has been Wery difficult ever since the baby was surn
in the summer. Colin doesn't know quite what to do as she takes every
thing the wrong way and no matter what he does or says 1s wrong.
We hope they won't split up and he thought if we dropped up it might
help. 5o up we-went for an"hour"and had tea and a nice visit, then to
cam's to see if he was O.K. as he has had trouble with his eyes lately.
But I worked 24 hours steady last night on cards so thathelped,

Ihis morning.we Wwere up at 7 olelock and lucky too for Steam
Watt arrived and wants to put a hose or “our outside tap to get water
to Barbara's as their wat?r line has broken. He is down now working
in our basement. Sam hasn 't come yet, and I better get on Ti** &
business letter, Didn't mean to write so much but when I star
typing it is like having & bit of a chat.

The book on mountaineering has come, looks very interesting,
but the calenders haven't arrived yvet. Will let you know.

Heaps of love and have a very Happy Birthday.
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Banff, &lberta,
Yeg, 88,1954,
Dearest Mother,

It's a lovely day here, we have a couple of inches
of snow Jjust enough to make the ground white. It was 10 above this
worning but it isn't really cold, a beautiful moonlit night last
night.

Haven't done much lately except try and get the
Christmas parcels away. I have semt each one seperately so hope
the customs don t bother them, Mrs Mound $aid they shouldn't when
MCanadian Handiéraft " is written enthem. I sent you the book you
said you would like to have last wummer for Christmas and hope I
remembered the right one ! lhe calenders came through without any
trouble and thank you so much for them, they really mean a lot to
those we glve them to and they speak of them throughout the year.
Also both books. The one " where the clouds can go " was written
by a friend of ours who used to come out every summer but now goes
to Switzerland, Dr Thorington. in fact either he or Menry Kingman
brought ;ﬁf? ta the house.

¢ | SVV

"e are busy getting the cards written on, I do that
part as it gives me a chance to mmswer the letters 1 haven't had
a2 chance to during the year. but it takes time, so 'this won t be
much af a letter to you I am afbaid.

Haven't been too busy, Saturday Steam Watt came to
put &a hose on our outside tap to connect with Barbara 's house so
they wmld have water while he was repairing their water main from
the street. Harold worked hard all morning and some of the afterrionn
digging holes in their lawn and then Sunday afterncon Steam came
and worked all the rest of the day with Cliff to winch the new pipe
tbhough the pround attached to the old one. lhe old wne was so rotten
it kept bre&king but by evening they had it hooked up. It was mild
weather luckily. But Staurday the garden hose Eept breaking in weak
spots until Barbara and family remembered to keep the taps running so
there wouldn't be too mueh pressure on the water: hose.

Pete'!s Uncle Yack Campbell who is now 80 made us a
long call Sunday afternoon, nearly two hours,until we went for the
mail, he hadn't been here for ages and is quite a talker. Llhen
Monday afternoon Mr Lonsdale appeared about 3.30, just wondered if
we had been expecting him with his pictures, he wasn't sure if he
was to come again or not, we were having & cup of coffee so of course
gave him one and then he went home for the ktrh three paintings hed had
been working on and Pete made suggestions. He is catching on fast and
made some remarkably good trees, he is so enthusiatic it is funny
I téld him to be careful and not talk about oll painting in the midst
of his sermons and get mixed up.

Have to go to a tea this afternoon but am going to
leave early so as to put in the call to you, should be thinking what
I want to say, am not much good on a telephone.

Loads of love and shall be anxious to hear all about
your birthday to-morrow. C ;
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Banff,Elberta.
Thurs.Dec, 16,1954,

_ Am Just wondgring if this will reach you before
Christmas, I certainly hop@l so, maybe I had better send it Air
mail and be sure ( just nofficed that mark on the paper, don't
know where 1t came from.) None has come from you since the one
the morning after the wonderful birthday party, I expect most
people wrdte their cards that following Sunday and just swamped
the post offica,

I have worked every night writing letters or notes
on our cards trying to get them off and to—day Mary Simpson wrote
she had already gotten ours , thinks it very realistic! I guess
people really think we go arcund with those animals all the time.
This morning two moose ran through the yard in about the same way
the little kids race through after school on their way to the
skating rink.

Beveral other parcels have come from you, I am
beginning to lose track but one doesn't look like a book. We got
a Perishable parcel from the Campbells, they asked us not to send
them anything more as we got red coats for the kids to wear to
school and sent them early in case it was cold, so we promised we
would send only old second hand things, El thinks it must be a
frilly bathing suit for I said I had something that you had given
me 25 years ago and might be useful in the summer. It is the
electric roasting oven which still looks like new put which we
bave lent a lot and used ourselves, but for the one turkey we
might cook in it each year we thought it would be far more useful
to them, especially In summer. So to-day in £1's parcel she wrote
" just some 2nd. hand things from the ranch " they smelt pretty
good right through the paper, and when we opened it there was a lovel
branch of pine, When that was removed we could spell something else.
A big =lab of bacon from the Pillings, then a cake from &1, a real
white Christmas cake and a jar of home made mince meat, and a pound
box of butter, all such good things to eat. We were afria d not to
lock at things in case they had to go in the refrigeratqr, and in
cne little box mas a little thing made of velvet, I don t know just
what for by Donna and a tiny little wooden stand with a little toy
lamb' in front and a thimble on a piece of wood made to hold it from
Wayne Pilling, They must have worked hard over them. lhen El took
some little jars that we had sent of jam from Honolulu and painted
the top red and put little spots of red and a couple of stars on the
side and holes in the top for salt and pepper by the stove. She is
so ¢clever that way. lo-motrow we are going to do up our parcel for
them, Verne

Friday, It is time to send this off, we have worked

all day packing the box for the Campbells, sam doing the
last difficult part. So will send this off now with a

Merry Lhristmas and a Happy New +ear. and some pictures we took of
the Campbells last fall when we were domm. ¥rs Loring might be
interested at the Book shop. Heaps of love to vou and all the

family. R, A




Banff .alberta.
sun.Dec 19,1954,

Dearest Mother,

I feel sort of lost to-night, all but five of our
Christmas cards have been sent and all the letters and notes are
written. I worked a couple of hours at least every night this last
week and sometimes during the day and the week before too 1 t'ifk.
and it's too funny, several times-I have posted a rL to a,certain
person only to get & card from them out of the ':m DowL a&h

A nice letter from you this afternoon written
last Monday I think , anyway after Mrs Mabel Brown had been for
dinner on ocunday and Mrs heyes and Mercelia, I den't Haﬁer *ou
were tired and actually being & little deaf you 'u:%wﬁﬁ% t to
hear so that makes it more so and to have such a
excibing, not to mention being ninety. It still See"f hard tD
believe you are supposed to be an old lady.

+he 5 books and 1 parcel have come from you and
day the Guild plcture, he opened it and what a really nice ¢ne
is , 50 gay and so typical of a New England Common.

The Vallances gave a Christmas tnahﬁnmyi they do
each year before going to Calgary for Christmas with their children.
They have a large and friendly room just right for entertaining L
and it was very nice., Sometl IDE like Pete not writing many letters,
when he does do one it is such an event it guite boles people over,
and the same when We go to a party, they are all so pleased to have
him go. There must have been about 40 there and it was very nice.

I don't seem to have done & gepeat deal this last weeks
except get off Christmas parcels to the coast and to the Campbells,
ihat took most of a day, all morning to pack the box insdde and do
things up, I had promised to Just send End. hand things Enowing
had some good ones to send. Verne Castella made us a wooden cqe=t
o olu the electrie roaster that you gave me years ago, for unless
you have a convenient place to put the oven cne doesn't bother to get
it out as often to use. Yerne made a good Jjob of it and came down
to stain it and two mornings to varnish it. It had a false bottomg
which liftes out and the extra broiler ste. fitted underneath, the
whole little chest was Just he right heightd for the boys to sit on
at the end of the table when they have company, Pete had some shitbis
which scratched his neck, I had some U.S.Army air force boots ths
were too big and clumsy for me but which I used to use wh
cold for watching hockey games at 20 below. now they don
here very oftes, and I put in some towels and all sorts of
like that which would be useful to them. and a book each
boys. Sam did it up in two big cattons from the store and
goocd to get that away Friday.

Yesterday afternoon I went to a sale of home cocoking
and bought more than I mean't to, licky I did for when I got back
bill Maclean of Horley was here with his wife and two little boys
2 and 3. They were cold so we made tea and had milk and lots of
raison bread toast and cake and & nice talk, tﬁey were here about
hour and after they left it still smekled so ©f smoked buckskin ‘E




sort of took our appetite away for supper, Pete put a coat
on & panel he is golng s for painting and that hel

small.

Thés week I am going and get the house in orden and
& bit cleaner for Christmas. 'E olih Wipatts have asked
Bhristmas dinner and the Wards too, and it turns out it is
Eve and not Christmas day , but will be fun Jjust the xi

The Vards went two years ago.

1
1

-]

af

Better get on with the Rousec1eapir*, it is now Monday

Pete is Z{DE a board for the for the Museum

red will be with you bul somehow
he weren't. 20 give her our

to ask her about the Maine

You haven't said whether Mild
it wouldn't seem lfke Christmas if s
love and tell her I keep forgetting
Indians 7

loads of love and a Very Happy Christmas to you mother
and to Mildred and the family as well.

J‘f‘"‘""‘* "Rl (.ugglkw

P.5. We enjoy the letters that were written to you on )
especlally as we don't have to answer them! Yon't think you sh
worry about it either. I counted up for fun last night and I w
§5 letters with myxex our cards, most of them two pages and 128
notes just on the beck part of the card. But now I only &ave half
a dozen letters I didn't have time to do so feel some better. CAAA

de Bont AT TN :%Q_CLUT!'




Banff,Alberta

Bun.Dec.26, 1954,

Dearest Mother,

Christma=s is over and it was quite a day, I should
have written last evening which was quiet for us but instead sat
downi and really enjoyed the lovely Velasauez book you sent. IHirst
time Itee looked at & book in that way for a month at least. It
is a wonderful book to have and most of the pictures we haven't
seen before. Mrs cohier must have Pelﬂnd you get it for she has &
wonderul copy she made of the Infanta fargarita in her house, At
least I think that is the one. I was interested to read that his
greatest fame .came between 1880 and 1220 thought he palnted In
the early 17th century. for the teachers we had at Art School were
great edmirers of his, like Mr Thompson =and so perhaps the way
the heads are painted mean more to us. Many thdnks for it, The
other books too look very interesting, especially the HRoosevelt
one and the one about Ymurehill by Virginian Cowles, I have read
other books of hers before the war and like the way she writes.
one of her best was " Looking for Trouble. and the Mamie
Eisnhower one too should be good., What fascinating drawings in
the Japanese Animal's frolic, we are so glad to have that.

Bpt I was golng to tell you apout our Chrigtmas for
it is several days since I hav. written. We tried to get things
done before last week but of course one never does. Mr Lonsdale was
here a good part of Monday afternoon, Tuesday I cleaned the kitchen
for people inevid@ably want to help do dishes or something and so I
had to have the shelves dusted well ama& etc. and then Wednesday we
got the kitchen floor washed and waxed and in the afternoon I
did the living room, though it didn't need it too much. Then on
Thursday I cleaned silver which should have been done the week
before and some late shopping, Pete was pinting. and that evening
we had promised to help judge the outside decorations of the sdores
and houses. Luckily they had people enter the contest and so a lot
weren't #ncluded which helped some for it was hard to decide. We
cooked a goose that night or rather all that afternoon for we were
going out Christmas eve and if one tries to do it Christmas day it
makes the house a bit smekly even if a rather pleasant smegl. %e
also got the tree up thoughf not decorated, a very daibhy tree this
year sitting in a littgered tub. It was rcalI" guite a typical
Christmas eve thoughf the ﬁuf before it should be. a gentle snow
faliling and not too cold. We were just getting supper ready when a
Mrs Roberts and her little girl came down with a presént, they really
shouldn't have but we always send them a bog of Groeeries and they
do appreciate it, then Edmee Moore drove in whélgé they were here
but didn't stay long.

We had tige to =at a bit of goose which was really
roasted to a turn, we would have had someone in but having to do and
Judgge axirme the decorations at 7 o'clock we didn't. We all met at

Jackie Andersons store, Mrs Hayes and Chamlie Beil and Sud Stiles to
drive us arocund in his etmﬁlon Wagon .




Its the first time in Banff{ they have had such a contest as
the Jaycees thought it would be & good idea to brighten up the town
for the holidays, Theee was one prize for Commercial buiddings, stores
and filling stations, and then three for houses, one for over &8 $50.
one for under and one for the most original. The under £50,was the
hardest as there were only two which might have been over, “ut we did
the best we could and all had a cup of coffee afterwards. Then when
we got home at nine I did up the presents that weren't already done and
that was most of them for the kids here,

Briday the day before Christmas we were up before 7 olclock

s0 had a good start, seemed funny to be putting lights on the tree

at elght in the morning. but we also decorated the house a bit with
gspruce and & lot of holly we got from the coast, a friend sent us a
big box of 1t and though we gave a lot away we dtill had a lot left,
It was &0 out and nice and warm s0 we hung more spruce on the doors
and windows outslide too with red bows. There were also things to get
a8 there always are at the last minute so we missed the Wards when
they came with a big mince ple.We also had all the presents to take
around, toc the Prossers for the two kids, Christine. The Becker girls,
and the Machenzies. Patsy had baked us a cake and her mother some real
mince meat made with meat. We gave Michael and Sandy a ride to the
skating rink and while I was in the post office ,Bandy said to Pete,

" ¥ am making you scmething for Christmas but it isn't ready yet."
so Pete said that was pretty nice, and she said " yes,I -am doing it
all myself, but you may have to wait a little while for it. " so
Pete asked when it would be ready and Sangy hard and said " I think
it will be ready by nest Christmas.” She evidently wasn't to be out-
dcene by her older sister.

We went up to the Vyatts Bor dinner a little after six, though
we didn't eat right away. Colin had made"Gluwine,"which is really
mulled wine, heated and flavored with splice and very good. lhen the
wnards arrived, and the only other guest was a nurse foom the hospital ,
the Physlotherapist , a £irl from Hanover, Germany, Ursula was her
first mame, she has been in Canada three yegrs. Veronica was all
excited, she is just 9% and with so many grownups to spoilg her she
was demanding a good deal of attention, especially from Sam who
she knew best as he worked on their hounse. Colin had cooked the turkey
and I guess the dinner, to doc it in the proper English fashion, as
Blsa is fromg¢ Columbia in South 4merica. ‘he table was beautifully
set with lovely silver candelabra, old silver and fine china they have
brought out. It is rather interesting howf the English take their
customs with them and their type of home, They always refer to their
PMdrawing room " which undoubtedly it is, for they have a lovely bright
warm shade of yellow carpet which yould seem a bit #mpractical, lovely
drapes from Libertys L guess, and even the furniture is what one would
expect to find in England. Colin was dressedd in a pin striped gray
suit that he wears when going to tea or a cocktail party, as I have
seen him in it before and yet he managed to bring in the turkey and the
vegetables still in the immaculate suit. We started off with sliced
gragefruit. then Turkey, soast potatoes, peas and cranberry sauce and
for desert a fodit pudding with delicious bradny butter sauce. like
hard sauce but really butter creamed with bazandy in it. the pudding
was well sturated with something too for it burng merrily when it was

brought in. 8itm Colin did it all even to clearing the table and they
wouldn't let the rest of us help or even wash Up.*be¥ 1.7t it all

until morning.




ne stayed until about 10.20, just talked after supper and the
baby was brought down to have her bottel, she was awfully cunning.
and Veronica was aloud to stay up. o it wasn't too late an evening.

Christmas morning we woke in time to listen to the Empire
broadcast and the GYueen, then we gct up. Mr Scott was taking the
nine something bus to Calgary so before breakfast we went up there
to wish him a Merry Christmas as we knLH he would be a bit lonely
as Mrs Scott died iust last summer. and Bev and “1iff who live above
had gone to her mothers the day before. He was pleased and though he
wouldn't have even coffee he came down while we had our breakfast
and until it was time for him Lo cateh his bus. We took it nice and
leisurely and sat and opened all our lovely presents by the tree,
Had ﬁust finished wher¥Ike Mills came to the back door. He had sent
him a box of groceries knoiming they were a bit hard up, and he was
in tears, told Pete it was so like his father and what he always did
for Ike, said he couldn't get over it . He often imbibes a bit too
much and may have the evening before but he was all right vesterday
morning , only the more he talked about how good Pste and his father
nad been the more the tears rolled down his cheeks, he is a very
tough appearing bharacter but has a sentimental side. Bo we made
coffee and treld to cheer him up and he said he was glad to get it
off his chest for since & that morning every time he thought of it
the tears would come.We spoke of old times and he laughed and told
‘us a few good tales and was here a good hour XWBhen he left Jonny
appeared with their presents. A nice line-a-day for me, and a lovely
cushion cover Barbara had woven for us. She made three, but when
Harold couldn't figure what to get Po“ us -she suggested he give her
one and then later Harold asked her " do you think Lona could give
them one too, " so they gave us one each, Barbara having done all the
work and perhaps paying the bill, though maybe they bought the
zippers!

While Jonny was still here Norman Luxton drépped in to
see the work Pete has been doing, he was to have come last week but
I guess forgot and came yesterday morning, We think he wanted an
excuse to leave the house for he and his wife have great arnumﬁnts.
for he had forgotten his tie and aaid he had &n awful headache. ANY
way he was pleased with the pictures Pete has drawn in, and gave hig
some good tips on what the Indians would do or wear. He had only
Just left when Barbara and Harold appeared but they didn't stay long
as we had promised to drop over to see Mr Paris and Georgie his
daughter as both Cyril and Herb, his son's were away and their Family's

when we got to the Parises about 11.30 we found they were

awful glad to seeus, no one else had been in and they dissed the

family. Mr Paris is over 80 and also a bit eemtimental and lives a
ait it the past and the wonderful old days. Georgg#e said when she had
come down that morning she found her father weepy, he misses his wife
too. 5o we dropped in just the right time and had a nice visit. They
were to have Mr Dunsmore and daughker there for dinner as lrs Dunsmore
is in the hospital,

We came back after that and started to have goose with gravy
and lima beans. Had it all being warmed up when the Simpsons came, so0
we sald just right, put away the goose and graey and brought out the
wonderful turkey Fuss and Kitty sent. A smoked one that came in the




from the Catshills, Had loks of fresh bread and butter made by Bl
Campbell and Cis Wards mince pie , so stx all sat down at the table.
I was Just making tea for Lig Jim when Susan and Patsy arrived, they
Lhought the turkey looked awfully good so we moved things a bit and
they sat cown. Jim leaving asd they expected little Jim to bring
David, their grandson down to be taken for a walk. ‘he simpsons were
having their difficulties too as Larrie, Young Jim's wife was just
operated on for ap very bad appendix tnP day before Christmas and
Mrs Simpson is to go to Calgary next week for a tumor operation in
her neck and Larries mother and father just arrived Wednesday forhte
holidays from N ew York,

Vur lunch was too funny for everytime I took a mounthful
someone Wwas woming or going, and everyone was having a different
combination of things, some milk Some lima beans, some tea, some &all
three but everyone enjoved the turkey, making their own sandwiches.
ne were in Bull swing when Tommy Kel*x who works in the sto“n arrived,
His wife had a bad stroke about a month ago and still can't speak
well and 1s very ill in the hospital but we had told him to drop in

nere and he said it was the oRly place he was going expect his
children's. 0 he joined in to eat the delicious turkey, it was sure
lucky we had it. and Mrs Simpson left. The girls were good and stayed
long enough to wipe all the dishes and Tommy talked to Pete. We semmed
to do more cherring up of people.

Ihey had left and we were just getting ready to g0 out when

the Prossers arrived with candy Dave had made especidlly. Lt is pood
of people to cook so many things for us, bSusan also brought a cake
and Mrs Simpson too, The Prossers have two small children who were
¥ery good and we had a nice visit with them only they stayed much
longer than they mean tto and no one else came In. but i1t was aguite
a day. Wg weren't ired for actually no one upset our .bours for
doing things, we opened our presents aquietly and had the meals on time.
after supper WE went over to Barbara's for a short fime to see their
things and then came home and I read until Bedtime and Pete too.

io—day we haven't been out yet, were up soon after 8 as
Fete wanted to work on his pictures anm we only had one caller, Ted
White who I kept standing and got rid of by saying I had his letter to
mrlte, He is & bit of a nuisance ard we are drying to discourage him.
lfow we are ‘going to see Mrs Moffat and Uncle Jack Campbell who we
didn't see yesterday and I better end this lenghty letter. Hope you
had a lovely Christmas and will have a very Hegppy New lear.

Heaps of love to you all

mnw. WS %u&x
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