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Banff, Albherta.

oat.

Dearest Mother,

Wew Years Day and having tidied the
and put the laundry through and had lunch it seems
important thing to do this year is tg write to you
a very ﬁaﬁpy New Year. We bhaven't trefd t eleph 1one
according th-the newspapers the lines have reen 50 busy but
pretty soon we should figure &8 good tlme to call you, say once
a month or every other week. I didn't realize that the TEtES had
gone down so much and on ESundays it is only 22.35 or something
like that and after € P.M., the same, I am sure it used to be
from six to nine dollars, shows how far behind he times we are.
When do you think the best time would be ? During the day on
cundays or after 8 your time on weekdays? vou let us know.
Hey says the best way 1s to make a list of what one wants to say
and then you don't :ornet, I am not much good on the phone but with
practise might improve !

Yourletter written afier Christmas morning came
Wednesday and so did Mildreds wonderful one about Christmas,
the mails must have been terrific for some of your letters written

before came all at once, & one day and 2 another. fere they did
better than usual and got people to mail things real early with
the result the peak of the posting came on the 18th.

bave been auite gay the last couple of days.
Fdmee Reld gave a very nice cocktall party lhursday but we didn't
w ant to go for all of it so had supper early and got dressed and
arrived about 15 minutes before it was supposed to be over and
stayed until 8 P.M., They did have sliced bread and cold meat so one
counld make a sandwich but we were xalix glad not to be there too
long. It was & fun and we knew most everyone and they all seema
in igood spirits. lhen last night the Grahams gave their New Year
Farty. i‘hey were at Edmees and inlsisted we go to theirs, anytime
between 7.30 and 2 or 3 in the mnrtéug.'rhey wanted the Morants too
so we asked them to supper first to help eat a turkey we were
cooking but they had already asked a friend so said they would come
for us dnuut T.20 s0 we could go gg ther and more ?ﬂﬁﬁ?tﬂht leave
to-gether. So we asked ur Scott® “@%b‘%ur’ov turned out extra
good Whiﬂh was nice. We had t*ﬂe for a big dinner dﬂd to get washed
up and dressed but it was nearly nine when the Morants arrived ,se
people had come in theik. When we got to the Grahams the pazty
was in full swing and so noisy. Most of the guests were invited to
a buffet supper and we could have stayed too but got away wh
went upstairs from the play room to eat and it was ten by then ssne
were feeling awfully hungry and we were glad to have a big Lqpfey
inside us. Will tell you more later but are going out now before any
cne drdps i n.

Heaps of love to you all.

Cexhanae




Banff Alberta.
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1ues.Jan.4,13§ﬁ

Dearest Mother,
first

I can't declde which should I do,send the mest
of the Christmas cards or write thank you notes, =o am going to
dash this off to you. If it badn't been for so much visiting
between Christmas and New lears and two holidays in a row each
time I might habe done better. but it keeps one sort of un-
settled not knowing when someone may come, we rather espect the
Olivers to-day and to-morrow will try to get £leanor Luxton
and her mother over to see the paintingSFPete Bas started on for
the museum,

Yen't think I ever really thanked vou for all the
nice Christmas presents, such as that wonderful box of pencils,
I never can find one when I want it, and the sticky stuff. Did
I enclose a roll of the sticky labels in one of the parcels to
you ? 1 was going to. They are Scotch tape and in rolls but are
labels to write on and so convenient and stick to ranything like
glass, I eepect one can buy them in the states as well as here.

How wonderful to have seen the animal scroll
done by the Japanese so long ago. It looks so modern in feeling
but mosé anything like that which has been well drawn originally
lives, Just as things written centuries ago are often true of
life to-day.

Ihe little sewing bag will be very useful too
and did I thank you for the glazed apron which looks as if it
could be just wiped off with = damp cloth.

Last letter I was just telling vou about the
Granams party. They are guite a family, come from Vancouver, he
was married and had 4 or 5 children, and she was, with,geveral
then they married each other apd have some 14 child&enﬁﬁﬁ?aaéﬁ
of them are married now. lhey also have heaps of money and are
a little neuveau riche, ( can't spell it but you know what I
mean ) but they aren't exactly the climbing kind but just very
big hearted and generous. +hey have a big house in Bancouver
and do a lot of entertaining, open it for all sorts of big
affairs and to raise money for things and also entertain many
visiting notables, They put two houses to-gether on the Cave
and Basin road and come here most every Christmas and often in
the summer and fill the house with their children and friends.
*hen they have usually a Christmas and New Years party. This
vear 1t was just New lears. We had been asked before but never
gone and as Syd Vallance said " it is an experience" It started
at 7.0 with Coctalls. you could go anytime, and then about
9.30 or 10,P.M, they went upstairs for a buffet dinner of roast

turkey ete. then they sat arocund ugtil time to greet the Yew
Year with Champayne. Ve stayed u ntil they went up to supper
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Banff Alberta,

kri.Jan, 7th,

Dearest Hother,

Two nice letters to-day from you, one written
on kew Years Day and the other with the poem which I better
return in this, just in case I forget. “unt Julie certainliy is
clever, but think I will tack on another verse before sending
it back. See that it should go in a larger envelope so will
post 4t later than this.

ng were told a week apo that the C.P.R.are
hoping to make tre1r train trip faster from east to west and
in order to do so have to experiment, they would like to but
off some 18 hﬂurs, ihey thought the C';erimental train would
g0 through yesterday sometime in the late afternocon but Pearl
doore came in at tea time and Sam Ward was here making apanel
so we didn't bother, but now they say it will arrive at 4.30
for 5 minutes so we may wander down and have a look, It is not
official and we aren t really supposed to know about it. Yould
be & nelp if they colld cut off that much on the trip from the
east out here. lhe trains themselves are greatly improved and
more comfortable.,

Now that Cbr+htm&ﬂ and New lears are over L can't
seem to settle down to anything >Pete has been working on his
Indddn camp but wants to have tne draw 1rp as accurate as poOsSs
before painting it in a sketchy manner. We rather expected
¥ to come over but he hasn't appeared yetliyvyery little while Pe
wants me to have a look at something and so I get sort of inte
upted in what I am doing. I did get the rest of the cards done
last week, we had only the sky printed and I painted in tﬁF rest,
Then sent another 20 to people who sent to u= and we didn't to
them. Haven't counted how many we got this year but some sent us
two, one before and one after ours arrived. I think they were
2ll amused. and the funny part is the ones ¥n Banf?f you would
least expect to like them,tell us not to foget them next vear
and some even frame them ! I thought the one Pete made especially
for you was almost better than the real card. Had a letter from
“orothy Brown to-day and she wanted to know how Pete knew what
his back looked like. She has been sick but is bettier again,
They are going to sell their house, I thought because it was too
large but seems they need another room and bDorothy thinks it
easier to ldokp after a nonﬂe with enocugh rooms tatner than a tiny
cramped place., Do you know what So Amory's address is, and if she
is to be In Phoenix this rintpr ?

It was nice that Mildred could stay over New Years
with you and by her letter she did enjoy it, said vou had even
read aloud to-gether. and it seemed guite a lot of people had
called in.




mention
is she a local

vour mentioning

This isn't much of a letter, gue I have done too
long hand letters, almost g Stwriters amp, but then
to write too much in a letter, get going and interested and

soeribble along.

1i me to go




Banff,Alberta.

Wed.Jan, 12,195

Dearest Mother,

I still bave half a dozen thank-you notes to do

obut will dash off a bit of a letter to you first.”I have been
mounting some slides of the “un Dance in the southern part of the
prowdnce to help Pete with ideas o f proper designs for his teepees,
and it is so long since I have done any,it took a while to get

set up.‘Have a table in the old little bedroom above the kitchen
where I wrote and addressed all the Christmas cards and: could

leave them speead out, now 1 have it with the slide mounting
parafinalia and can do a bit in the evenings or whenever I like,
Have a lot of kodachromes I never mounted being away Both the last
winters.

Have you figured when you would like us to call
you on the telephone ? and how often ? Anytime convenient for you
would be fine for us. Do you have a phone in your room nowi seems
to me Russ sald you did. If so it might work to call before eight
any evening, which would be six o'clock here or anytime on sunday.
“hen are you always home ? One thing,vhen the long distance
operator says " Banff Calling. " you will know it is just for
fun.

e had a note on a card at Christmas from Ratsy
Bailey. She is Mrs Charlotte Browne's grandaughter , and Rebecca
Bradfords Daughter and lived in Honolulu saveral vears., Bhe 1=
the one we saw last winter. Now they have moved back to New
fngland and are living in lLexington.®ass. Her husband Pick, was
brought up I think in Wayland but his mother is from Honolulu and
he was there during the War and they went there to live, but have
evidently decided to return to Mass. She said they hoped to get
a4 house in Concord eventually, maybe an old one to fix omer. I
thought I would write her to call on you, maybe she and Uick could
E0o over some Sunday afternoon. She is a most attractive girl and
paints very well in Water color. ®hey have one ddaughter, Ann, who
iz a dear little girl, she was very small when born and Patsy has
lost two or three X babies I believe. You would like Patsy I know
and Dick toc and who knows yon might hear of a place they could
get. their address is 18 Barberry Hoad, lexington, so perhaps if
you were taking a little .drive you could call in and see her. It
was Patsy who drove lirs Browne to your birthday party, but didn't
go in as she had the little girl and they didn t think it would b
a good ldea, bo she knows about you. It would be so nice if they
could move to Concord for they are the kind who would fit in just
right. They know the Castles too and though she is young they like
older people too. lhey came to Banff on their wedding trip.

bave you called on Betty Hiam Valentine
from all 1 have heard that you two would like one anoth
spoke as 1f Eetty bhad a difficult time getting used to




Chestnut Hill or Windsors, for she 8 ( £ when her mother
died and the ehildren went to live with the bsters, I don't
think she iz very fond of a =socisl kind of 1ife. She went to

Me Gill in Wontreal and another girl who knew herg there said

she was great fun and the life of the group, she called her

" a panic " the things she ddd. She also got a piiat#s liscenae
to fly a plane when on the cape one summer. Perha gshe is 1like
her mother more than her grandmother, but l wap|ﬂ Lﬁ1n- she would
enjoy a call from you.

I must return the poem 8unt Julie woote. There are seve
things I should send you and will scon, but must get ong wi
notes before someone cfomes in for tea. We have someong droppin
in most every day. ¥r ionsdale on Monday, the Morrants ?ﬁTtET.
Just beffre sterting fot Bhe coast in thelr car. and Sunday we went
toc a tea at Bjleen Harmons amd then in the evening to the Larsons
where the Morrants were too. We rather expected Mrs Vallance's siste>
yesterday but perhaps she will come to-day and then “rs Simpson has
gone to Calgary for an operation on her throat. a tumor on ner
thyroid or some such thing, donBt know how serious it is.

Heaps of love apnd hope 1 can pet organized soon. The
weather 1% still nice and quite mild and it will be spring before
I get going on the winter's projects.
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banff,*1berta,

iday ljclri l:r.]_.:'}z-.

Dearest Mother

When your letters come I think oP several things
I want to say and then when I start to write can't remember what
they were.

Funny I should ask again about telephonging and
that very day the letter from you saying that perhaps it is
petter not to, I can see how you fedl and understand perfectly,
after writing back and forth as we do, for nearly 25 years,we are
used to caﬁmup+cat1rg to one another slow post, but I expect to
Russ who does most of his business by phone, it sSeems more
natural to telephone, Anyway you know that if vou want to talk
to us all you have to do is put in a person to person call to
Banff 140, which is under Tom Scott's name, and then one of them
up there will find us. Our life is so irregular anyway that it
would be hard to arrange a fixed time for us to call you, people
drop Iin at such odd times here, and if you were expecting us %o
to call and we couldn't phone that particular time you would wait
and wait.

We were sorry that yom hadn't been feeling well,
this time of year is apt to be the most discourazing but soon
the days will get & touch of spring to them and the snowdrops
appear and then you will ¥mow winter is almost over. We had a
snowy day yesterday, a very fine snow all morning and most of the
afternocon, an inch or so and then towards late afternoon it came
down thick and fast and we ended with 4 or 5 inches. but it

leared to a beautiful night with the stars all out. and this
morning was zero and now the sun is birkg bright, the sky so
blue anda everything apsekling and lovely.

: it o waladlqad

irs Simpson was operated on yesterday Lor on her
neck ano we were all concerned for with any kind of growth one
thinks of cancer, especially as her siﬂter died of cancer of the
lung. Jimmée took her down and waited ontil ﬂ'ﬂﬁwth1nq was D.K.
and from what Big Jim daid this ':Larr4n,_, Pr Jennings said thers

7as nothing to worry about, so hope that means it is allright.

Remember you liked the 1ittle notepaper i wrote
you on for your pirthday I think. Find they have it here and as
it's only 25¢ & package ( am sure I paid more in Calgary ) am
sending you some to use frr short notes. o much eamier to write
thatt a letter.*l often wieh I were like Grandpa and could write
Just a sentence i1f that was all that was needed, but of course
it tookiso long to discipher his writing that one felt one had
received a longer letter. Perhaps I can develope the habit of
Ynot beging so long winded. I will also send the Scoteh Inae
labels. +nink I didn't send them Christmas when they didn LR 4 8
into the parcels of books. I expect you can ge iem in Conoord,




te had a notice of a sale of books in Boston and there were
we thought sounded interesting. the one on butterflies for
Colin Wyatt, and the Korea one with woodbloecks by Elizabeth
heilth who I think Pete met in China or knew of years ago. and
then the life of Jo Davidson the sculptor. I thought you might
enjoy that last one, so had them sent to you in Concord and
we can plck them up *ﬁ@ﬂ Eavt next time or you mnf'r could

send them on ;huEA. garcels came in good .,shape thig
year, -x W §¥ el
Jiﬁ& 3? f ﬁuxéauh uoiﬁ%ﬁ\ﬂ .
uu company last night and a lutﬁ evening, Hed Catheart
who looks after NWorman Luxton's museum came over to see how
the paintings were coming on, and brought his wife who we
never met before. Had & very pleasant evening and they stay
until after 11, rather late for us. We are getting a bit za
and have been asked to an " after five " party on Saturday.

Have the squirrels stopped coming to the red th®n by the
dining room 7 I think you ﬂld well ta find they liked the
coconut and caught them. We haven't had many birds this year
I think partly because it is so mild.

The museum Pete's paintings are to go into is built of
log ana across the river frem behing the Indian store or
Erading post belonging to Norman LuxXton. They are being as
careful as possible with the wiring and heat and feel that
nost fires are ‘caused by the human element anyway, so it
seems safe.

think Sam Palmer has the most original way of

I do
expressing himself, How old is he now ? I forget., and what
=
Bo

about Bob Y Has he been sent anywhere speaial in the Army, or
iz 1t the Havy ? Was glad to hear what Edith's trouble was.
for I had no idea from the letters,

fas there any duty to pay on the Christmas presents
ent ? one always wonders, There never is on anything
Just once years ago tnereg was on a big parcel. The oz
came right through, no trouble at &ll, I think at Chri
they are even less strict as long as they appear to be
Did g£/ I tell wou a Mrs ~ou14nu Hﬁra got a
addressed to her, suech and such
gnd it was sent to Banff and of eﬁur e :eac;eﬂ her.
person sorting the mail knew of Griszly street here ha inL heen
in Banff some summer. But not many times would you get a letter
with only a street and state on it.

Dinner time so all for now, loads of love

-J&mma.
25 . o &JMQWM oon 4 %m""mu&wm
W 3 ,.Amm \C\th | LSV AN atwcg b oW
o o |




sanfi,Alberda
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ues.Jan.18,1355

Learest Mother,

Have had rather a funny time the last two days s¢
no letters to you. Sunday was oulet enough but didn't seem to get
much done. Jonny was over. We -were a little tired after the two
late nights Thursday and Friday and then Saturday had gone to the
after five party at the Bank Managers and stayed until af nine.

It was very nice, Sort of like a cocktail party, only no cock-
tails, but anything you wanted from sheery to scotbh and rye.

Then instead of lots of little hors d'euves ( can't spell it )
They brought in a large platter of turkey, ham and beef all sliced
and white and brown bread buttered, Then & dish of pickles, olives
celery etc. One made one's own sandwiches and helped onegselves
and then there was tea apnd coffee and cake and cookies, A much
more degestible way of having a party I thought than so many of
those salty and rich little things, and this way you could make
your supper with a sandwich and coffee and not bother about hurry-
ing home.

Well yesterday between helping Pete I wrote a couple
of letters and went out to shop, stopped to enguite at young Jimmy

Simpson's for drs Simpson who is still in hospital after her throat
operation, and ended by having coffee with fearl Hoore and Lorna
Oliver, Lari's mother. Then the Bank and it was time for lunch.

Pete is just finishing the first large picture for Horman Luxton.

a bundance lodge surrounédd by teepees, a nice camp scene, but he
wants it to be correct. Keeps asking me to look,which I like to do.
to see what I bhink. Just as we were having desert Verne Castella
casne with a sketch box he has made for us, this took a little time.
Then Barbara came before we had finished the dishes, Pete beat 1t
upstairs so I did the visiting, finished one letter while Barbara
waited and we went to the post o€fice and I left her al home. By
then it was about 2.30,. Had barely sat down when Mr Lonsdale arrived
in between draws in the bonspiel going on this week, Pete came down
to look at Mr Lonsdale's paintings and I tried to finish the business
letter I was working on. Then Sam came, so'l talked to him in the
workshop for a bit before he went over to his shop for something and
as he went out,Casey Oliver came in. He hasn't been down since last
summer , so sSeeing that Pete was looking at the paintings with Mr
[onsdale in the kitchen L took Casey into the living room and we had
a nice visit, He is an ex-mounted police and a great character, an
Irishman and great fun. Mr Lonsdale couldn't stay for tea but as Sam
had returned by then we had tea with Casey. He was in rare form

and told us some awfully funny stories about the o0ld days in he
police and how he got out of difficult situations. About five or
after we took them both home and then as the sunset was rather nice
we went for a ten mile drive. But it was auite an afternoon ! We

do get such a variety of people sometimes.

This morning 1 stayed home and got guite a few
letters written, business and otherwise, %BLE® jorman Luxton came




to get the model of the room and the tiny sketches Pete made to
show what the bigz ones would be like, wanted to take them to
Calgary to show Don “arvie the son what was being done for the
mueeum his father is so interested in.

Fete was still working this afternoon when about & P.M.
0ld Dr Atkin came to see the pactures as his daughter had told
him all about them after being down the other night. Dr Atkin
is retired now, but the perfect country doctor. He even looked
at all the summer's sketches too and then we had tea, Were in the
midst of that when Dr Robinson arrived. He has just retired too,
and in the old days was the other doctor in Banff. Just he and
Dr Atkins were the only doctors for years. 1t was fummy having
them both the same time, fle had tea too, then Dr Atkin left and
Dr Robinson who paints himself looked at the pictures. He has
moved to Vancouver and 1s here only a few days more. but it was
after five when he left,

Did I tell you 1 heard from Dorothy Browne, perhaps von
have recently too. £he was ill but better now and they are
thinking of moving, She spoke as if Kate was back again with her.
They have a chance to sell their house and hope to get one a
better size, Will send you her letter when I have answered it.

Thanks for the Palmer boys letters, they do write in such
an original way, always get a kick out of them. Looks as if Bob
would stay on this side afid not go to Japan. Texas should be
pretty interesting.

Thats a fine idea sending me the things yop want to get
rid of, how about asking me first if we can use for I might
think of someone near at hand it would mean more to, and save
you parceling it up ! But would like & chance at some of the
things perhapsi

1 RN
Von & worry we always enjoy yvour letters wven if they
sometimes come elose to-gether, there never are too many.

The real reason for making the trains faster is to compete
with the Airplanes. and Just to—day we nheard on the radio that
since putting on a very fast train between Calgary and Edmonton
they have doubled the passengers going by train. Many Find it
much easier than driving the 200 miles. and Eric Sarvie told us
that some of the businessiwno used to go by plane ,find it
pleasanter by train even it does take longer. There are 50
many passengers on the planes that the service and comfort isn't
as good as it was before either. It will make it pretty nice to
cut 17 hours off the & days and 4 night=s to the coagt from
Mentreal. nearly a whole day shorter.

I was interested in hearing about the Woodruff girl, iice
that you could help her, it really is about the best way to help
people, to give them & better education and when they are really
bright like this girl it is 10 times better.

Another idea, why not have an extension to the phone put
up into the little room upstairs so you don't have to come down
when designing, or how about putting your desk into Russell's old
room and work there.




of Fete's with me at the back door with a
the animals was an Dl“ Chris

tmas card.fe colored

later had some printed Jjust in black and white to

otes, Sent it to you with the pictures of the
as it was stiff

Cowley worked
12 E]eanor w:
t,r"'ﬂ _-r:tm“} and 1
hb they reher sﬂf three ni
on the rdtcn too, getting A
tired. John MeGilp coached the
teacher at lTanner school, &and
Christmas in Cowley. El got .
¥ stand up but somehow got through her patt
well. They were asked to put it on again after Chri
Pincher Creek, and the place was so crowded they turned
people away. and now we read that they are to give it
near Lethbridge.

fust fo to bed now, a of love,

Qaﬁg};wm
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Banff,Alberta.

+ues.Jan.=25, 1855,

Dearest. Mother,

Robble Burns birthday so we are being told on the
radio, Have slipped a BHit in writing you but last week we seemed
to have company every afterncon with a sort of cllqax on eaturday
morning. It was really funny, for most of them came to see the
paintings Pete 1s doing for the Museum. He has really finlshed one.

Can't remember when I last wrote, and do let us
L p )

know how Bo 1s getting on ? and how serious it is{ for quite a
lot of cancer operations are successful if they get it in time.

Guess I willl have to refer to my diary to see who

came when last week, to show how it went. Monday Mr Lonsdale always

comes with the pictures he has been working on during the week

and Casey Oliver came too that day and Sam, then Tuesday we had
both Dr Atkin and Dr Robinson, and Wednesday Jimmy Simpson and
Pearl Moore, both early so & shey didn't stay for tea, However as
cam came during lunch and Verne after and then Jim and fearl,it
kept us busy and we went for a drive afterwards to Bet a breather.

We have been considering building a new group of
stores on what we call the Burns lot at the corner next the White
store. The Evans who ran the meat market decided it was too hard
work and after much talk decided to. sell out to Jock McCowan who
runs the grocery side of the store next Jackie's drygoods. ARbout
the same time George Noble who runs the photographic store had to
declide where to go as his store he has been in over 20 years was
gold, and everyone got the idea we would build a new building with
several stores around the corner ‘as there was plenty of room .So
we talked it over Wednesday afternoon, put driving and thought if
George would ke the corner store as ﬂh B would be much better for
us and save a lot of planning and what not at tnis time. So
Lthursday when 3Sam came down we 2poke to him and he was thinking the
same way and then to Eddon who came over inthe afternoon. S runs
the mu11u1n5 for us and he too thinks it a poor time to mmild so
sald he would speak to Geocrge, so we golt that all figpured out last
week and George who is getting old is pleased not to have to invest
too much and 1t looks better for everyone.

Thursday Lorna Oliver and Lari Simpson and
David wvame for tea as we had asked them, and then Friday
Walter Phillips came for tea and we took them a ride out th
road afterwards. #Mr Phillips was anxious to see what Fete

; +hen &taurday was he funniest. It was Pete8s
day and we are both crazy about the book of Max. Isn't it
cleverest, the way it is drawn and not a word of caption, the
animal speaks for 1tse&if, We have always liked the ones_jn Punch _
Magazine but there are only a few in that., Pete was awiully pleased

-




» I was busy doing my weekly runrlng round with the wacumn

when Barbara came to tell us Pearl Moore would ﬁﬂ-dﬂﬁt at 10,50
with some people from the hotel, 1t turned out to be Uon Harvie,
| the son of Erie Harvlie who is the one buying the paintings for
¥ the museum,”His wife, another youmg couple mamed Leach and their ,
chilnren who luckily pdayed with sfads uutu“.n_, for Pearl tnought~¥&4ﬁuuﬂ
wathey would be into evcrwtbing. The fenf young couples weht up to
see tne painting in the studio with Pete, and Pearl and I started to
visit. We heard a kmock on the door but Lﬂo1pn+ it was the enjlﬁret
so paid no attention until it knocked again and it was W
oo he ecame in with us to talk and a great help having F
chat with him for before long Sid Vallance came about
graphs Pete has promised to help with, so He qirnﬁt ﬁha\
stop to tuif a big with Colin and Pearl but wouldn't stay
coffee whien I was making. He had to pick up his car and came back
later, had forgotten to give us some Marmalade his wife had made
for us, Une husband went out to keep the children contented and then
the others took a hurried look at the pietures in the front room
and had coffeepy and Pearl had left by then. Soon they went,very
enthusiastic about the Indian paintings but Colin sta-ved.

It was sort of a let down ina way for he came to tell us that
he and Elsa were busting up. We felt there was something wrong
gquite a while, She is South American amd rather fiery and he is
Enplish &nd 1m3ulsive. At first he thought it might be because of
the new baby that she-was changed but evidently it goez Back further
than that. ¥e was very good about it but said he felt he would
blwe up if he had no ome to talk to and let off steam. jt was 12.30
when We left and we dashed over town for a few th 1inge and Tight
after lunch Gotki came to see about another duct for heat into the
living room, Then later when we did go over town we met Dr Riley and
he said they were down to see us but saw another car and figured we
had Cﬁﬂdaﬂf! Tt was aquite a day. and in the evening we went

i " nocre*- st two periods.wbo @I»w W s Y
biLa tnumﬂj% Ju3¢ug :
we were

Sunday usy taking a picture of the painting and
then ran up to see Sid Vallance hnt he was busy making a recording
while Doris was at church so.said to come back for tea, which we
did and spent sometime talking about his dark room and photographs
first. It was about 4,15 when we came home as they were FO‘“{ to
a cocktail party and as we came into the drive, Jackie and ce
were coming out, So back they came snd sifved until 5.30 or s;x.
ft wWas rather tiring as Jackie talks a lot, i§ evddently trying to
be nice for he got Florence to make Pete a great enormous “irthday
cake and this was sort of a ¢all Pete's bibthday. The store
business which Pete has nothing td do with, is not poing toco well,
and tnat ds & bit of a worry, we hcpﬂ it will straighten itself out
before long. S0 you see we had a busy week.

' ey
=

F/ Pete i3 working now on one of the smaller paintings to pgo along
the side of the room. He is going to have two going at once. One
a scene of the Indians putting up a row of teepees, each one in &
, different stage of erection and then the other a scene at nignt
¥ with the lights of the fires glowing in the teepees.

I mast go now and get the bread, unless one is early at
the store {par are all seld for they only make a Ffew of the kind
we like

1]
Loads of love
P.5 . I sent the note paper you liked and the




Dearest Mother,

It looks az if I might get a chance to write you
soge sort of letter to-night. Jonny has just come with the dég
Tuppy, and Pete is resting his eyes as he was painting all the
morning &nd the radio has a Pop Concert going on, so between
the dog sniffing my legs and Jonny wanting me to look at the
things in the magazine he is perusing, I may find it hard con-
centrating, but might manage this letter to you.

We have had the loviiest weather, Jjust like
spring vesterday, clear blue sky a warm enough sun to meltlihd
it even felt like it. Was 48" in Calgary to —day, warmer than
Vancouver. and in Saskatchewan jJust east of us it i= way below
zero, somehow the cold alr has missed us 2l1l]l during this last
month but guess we can still expect some winter.

bave ‘had quite a bit of company , in fact the
last two weeks someone each afterncon. Wednesday it was sc mild
we moved in the other large easel from the garage and re-arranged
things out there a bit, usually it would be too cold to monRKiy
rouna out there, then Peggy Rposser and little PDavid came to
bring us a roast of moose and & wonderful steak too. We have
been living on moose ever since, rather fun and tastes awfully
good, They stayed for about an hour and we had tea, then Sam
came as well,

Yesterday 1 tried to finish my Christmas thank-
you notes and rete was worklng on the picture of setting up
teepees when about 11,15 Colin Wyatt dropped in. asked if we were
busy and knowing he was feeling badly  said come in. I looked after
him and put in another sweet potatoe to bake and the moose came
in very handy, he had never tasted 1t before. He and blsa are
seperating. #aybe I told you, he very Impetuous and she fiery
and we think they have both said things. there are undoubtedly
faults on both sides but as they never did seem too well suited
to one another we aren't trying to help.patch things up, just

isten when Colin weeds to let off steam. Verne came after lunch
as he ¥as making ms sketch boxes Just as we want them .It was
such a perfect day we decided to go for the mail and errands and
Colin left to walk home. lhen on the main street as so Jpr”“
happens we d4id a lot of business,., ©id Vallance and 4r Lonsdale
both stopped to talk to Pete while I shopped. Then Pearl and
4rs Painter came along saying they had just been at our house
of course we sald to come back which they did and made quite
call and also looked at the paintings. It is rather nice tﬁ”
interest people are taking in them. e had tea with them too and
then about 4 o'elock as the light was so nice on fhn mountalins
decided to take a ride a i iroye. hall thg wa r1wnt time

he has driven gs m C‘li*q i :
&- %:}\ ka2 IS i N l&l




io—day 1 did write a couple of letters and Pete painted
morning, then about 4 this afternoon the Valances came
or- te =8 as uurif wanted to look at the paintings too. and
other things, Hemember the man who went east to be
on for Cancer of the throat, Cob arranged it. they had
hope for him in Calgary and fat Bostigan thought they
& certaln operation on him that had been performed
times in Boston. So he was flown east. You sent him
us and he had never seen any as lovely. Well ever since
been working -in his barber shop, ‘and that must have been
ago, but lately has had trouble with the tube in his thr
isn't expected to live very long. He certainly has

Did “Yean Lindsay send you the enclosed letter at Christma
fncuykt it rather ihtEPEEtjn?. Ebbes would be T“Pcrﬂs*ﬁ* if Be
didn't get one,so let him read it Fﬂ'“‘“ senddng uu“f Corsad
Bert might find it wi.ﬂhnti ine mﬂm WIS

KR -

saturday,\ Time to go for the mail and a food sale
can get wondcrful cakes as a rule.

Iour letter of Jan 24th. just came. I like your
Island paper, will do fine for us. Glad vou like the nea.. ]
sent, the flowers are well done I think and it is well printed.
Did j ou get the "write on labels" in the same box 7 I find them
very useful and am sure you can get them in Cowserd.

jaet letter from Yorothy Brown said she had been 111

stmas so wrdte few cards and no notes toc speak of, but
now

ine

What & wondeful Job Bob Palmer must have for
him, That must have been quite a lunch 1arh?ﬂ1ﬁ¥%§ ﬁﬁgﬁ il suppe
tize. Bounds guite an dndertaking. Lidn't rﬁallzp Cal and Sted

had an apartment 1in Boston, nice for a'change and so they can
take in concerts and plays etc. Wonder if Cal is taking cerami

Couldn't you acsk #adie or Alice Keyes about Bo and what
the trouble was, or maybe Russ could find out from Yack fHmory,
it might be that they found the trouble in time and naturally

ouldn't say much about it. Do hope she will be allright.

Russ did mention in a letter last fall that Cal and I think Sted
were in Phoenix.Apigon@looking for a house Bo could rent for the
winter ami as the climate agreed with Bo., Either sinus trouble
or asthma, I forget which.

Well all for now. My dexk still looks a
to figure out our Income tax stuff =soon.

Hore love,

Qnﬁm

P.5. bverycne who ccmes in
and the expressiomjon his fa

i about Max.
ac 't wonderful,

l"




Banfif,Alberta.
Tues. Peb.1,1355,
Dearest Hother,

February has started off as mild as most of
danuary was. and in to-nights paper it mentioned someone seeing
a bluebird near Calgary. Ve saw Crows on Sunday when we took a
drive up the west road and I think usually when we see them
we think it a sign of spring, but gulte often it can do as
it did last year and be real severe in February and March.

Pete has had a cold the last few days, caught
it I think from Norman Ju?ton, a germ going the rounds, so he
has gone easy the last few days. Not much company . luckily,
cunday Just lynnie and Christine came in the afternoon. they
had been busy doling ice sculpture on the main street. The
Carnival committee put up big blocks of ice, several] blocks high
and the kids are awfully clever carving animals, It 's not easy
as they have to chip away the ice, but they are just as good as
the Eskimos 1 think. Lyfnie and Christine are doing 2 rabbit
with 1t's ears lying on it's back not sticking up. ‘here is a
lovely beaver knawing & tree and standing on It's hind feet,
or sitting. It is cut away between the stumpand the animal and
was clear ice when I caught a glimpse of it, It 1s covered with
cardboard to kesep the sun off just now.

Yesterday rete painted all morning and I did
Income Tax figures. Always Bakes time to hint up the information
and to be sure it 1s correct. Mr Lonsdale ecame in the afteroon
a bit later than usual, about four. He 1s painting very well
and has improved so much. We noticed when we went for the mail
that a big grader plowing tracks for the Carnival racing on the
river , had broken through and only the cab of the big machine
apdxkme was sticking out of the water and the very front part
seemed to be still up on the ice. Seems it hit an air pocket or
hole and just settled into the river, the driver just getting
out in time. We had heard machines working away but hever thought
much about 1t. They had two big tractors trying to pull it from
the opposite shore and it never budeged. Looked hopeless when we
came by. AT five after dr Lonsdale left we went for another look,
“hey were putting in small charges of dynamite to blow the ice
on either side ofthe grader, then after the & or 4 explosions
the two Practors would pull and you could see them move the
thing a few geet ashead, then they set more chappes off, and again
pulled it. They had done it for a couple of hours a% it was a
slow Job and then about six on the last pull it was mEear enough
shore to come up onto the ice. Befoi ‘e that it would comeiforward

Just so far and jam undep the heavy fle thougRt they did well
to get 1t out at all.Tavh W & N 3%@ 01’1\1.129.\.\.»\1




Fete started a letter to you this morning but first Sam
came and then Verne with some sketch boxes he i; making us,
he had to return after lunch for to put on the handles and
catches, We were out too selng abont things., and now it is
nearly bedtime and I am afraid this is a very stupid letter.
fo-morrow I have to go to the dentis 1 should have gone before
but it is so easy to put off. Hope I ”Oﬁ t have to go too
often.

Am glad the books arrived. Wounldn't Mrs Hudsbeth enjov
reading the Jo Davidson one “F““ln you send -it to ns. The one
on Korea is illustrated by who used to,dogywmany ':1%&

m‘iﬂr "&&IQ g M”lf‘ Fate met b t.rﬁehp.w g N

"CHIJJ“ you get us —.:.TDt.'.'!f:-T‘ book to add to our collection of
Architectua®zl oneg, it is called " The Natural House " by
Frank Lloyd Wright and it will be good and expensive £8.50
it is apt to be very modern for your tastes but some origi
ideas, He 1s the leading U.%, arkhitect I guess.

Thanks for Stephen Hupertz y“ ur - you and Cousin
I think the one of the Colonial Inn is the bes We too got
a card from Loulise Newbury, they must have had a wonderful
trip. I thought the Chambers cards very lovely, wonder do
they make them in some way or have them u,au;il printed.

5 L “---I-J— ra - 3 Nl A B s T
and " Feter was good at the 0l1l4 North Chur

Soalln "gwq
(& GNAAL
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Mother,

Uon't think I have done too wellwriting wvou
lately but then you have gotten a letter from Pete ! We have
both had the bold or flu bug that.has been going the rounds,
one is bound to get it sooner or later and FPete was worst
last weekend and mine this, However + am feeling much better
to-day =0 thought as something pleasant to do would write you,

h palnting sach day on his pictures
for the museum, it is ¥ work but they are coming on well. He
has finsied one -large one and has three others under way. L
have been trying to get caught up on letters and have most of
them finlshed and as it is snowing gently to-day may get some
more done this afternoon.

Wednesday L went to the dentist for the first
time in quite a while, had one tooth filled. and one more to be
done which is not badi. We have a young very gentle dentist here
who fills our teeth put for a good cleaning we go *0 an elderly
man in Calgary but he can't be bothered filling them unless they
are big holes., Then there was banking business etec. In the afternoon
after tea time Pearl Moore and the Walter Painters came down
to see the pictures, Mr Painter hadn't seen them and he staved up
stairs talking to Pete while we chatted downstairs, Mr Painter is
very interesting when you can really talk like that and told Pete
all sorts of things, the old plans he had for the bridge in Ranff
and smeEk his plans for a park etc. and these would have been
carried out if the government hadn't changed about then.
That evening Colin Wyatt dropped in and we had a nice bisit and
luckily ne left at 3.50 as he goes to bed early uﬂﬁ. He will be
leaving for good next week, awfully sad and we can't muite make it
all out, but seems Elsa has made it impossible for him ever since
just before the baby was born but there are always faults on both

sideﬁ. We #alked of other things, he gets a%ﬁt Oiiﬁ Wi nnn dhere
aren't many houses he can fo¥h bo. Ne E%%ﬂgﬁ w * Is paring
the packers come for his things this week apd then will stay with
his lawyer who 13 an English friedd for acouple of weeks in Calgary

Ihursday 1 was busy packing a couple of boxes of
old clothes to send to the Campbells, things they can use on
the ranch. and then that evening Pearl Moore brought Doug Hapines
one of the top C.P.R.men down, he hasn't been here for a long time
but 1s an old friend and Interested to see what Fete is dgoing,I
think they are all pleased to see what a comeback Pete has made
after the touble he has had with his eyes and =all. ¥We had a nice
visit wlith them.

Fridavy 1 don't think any one came though




couple of people over town. e are rather worried about the
Dave White and Co. business as Jackie has stayed home too much
of the time and left the running of it to his second wife and
her family, who aren't too well liked and they have lost most
of the old steady customers, we @onder how they are paying the
staff with the amount of busines they do and whether they can
keep going, so there has been a lot of &alk on that subgijgct.
We call our Jeep our office for so many DFDplﬁ come while I
shop and sit in the Jeep to discuss things with Pete as the
bank manager did on Priday. We also were “chacking up on how
the corner bullding is coming along.

s
=
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saturday was our busy day and I guess dldn 't he 21lp me get
rid of my cold. Pete was painting in the morning when Lldon came
about the leases ete. then at 11 A.M, was Ted Langridges funeral
and Pete wanted to go to tne cemetery, 1 sat in the car thinking
that standing outside wouldn't help a cold. Then the shopping
and just after we got home and were starting lunch Franklin
Arbuckle who is cne of the best artists and iliustrators in Canada
and lives in Montreal came with Halph Allen the Editor of McLeans
magazine, which we consider the top magazine in Canada. something
like the Saturday evening pest but not as monh Tiction, We sent
it to the Mewburys for Christmas. ‘hey wanted us to 'have lunch with
tnem but we had another funeral to go to in the afterncon and
sugegested seelng they had several thini=s they wanted to do that they
tL”“ thetr drive to Lake Louise, it waz a lovely day, and come
back in the evening, they didn t want a late night o we said
T.50 or 8 o'clock would ba fine. Off they went, we had lunch and
then went to Jim Baptiels Tuneral, He was a distant cousin of
Pete's and he thought he should sort of represent the family.hs
ne s&ays,  they may not notice youn are there but if you aren't there
they redlize it,. Again I =zat in the car and i¥ was & blg funeral
though not as long as the one in the morning which was a Masonic
one. There were lots of peokle over town, a lovely day and mi
e finally got home about five and thought we would have a auibt
time before supper and Colin dropped in again. However we just
talked about skiing and he didn't stay too long, we didn't want
to ask him for supper with the others coming, it would have made
toc much of an evening.

Colin didn't go until after 6.50 so we were Just getting a
guick supper when Ted Gotki came with some furnace outlets, radiators,
we want another in the living room to make it a bit wareer in one
end of the room , and he mmated to arrange have the: the [loo
cut when he comes up Wednesday or thurs:a" Nmrrjed then with
supper &nd got cleaned up, started a fire c}‘ﬁ"‘%ﬁﬁm& tor the others,
When it was past nine we wondered if they wnulﬂ come d* a8l11, but
sure enough about 9.40 they appeared, had gone to lake Lodise and
were so sleepy had lain down before supper and slept a couple of
hours so had a late supper before coming here. We had a very
pleasant evening and they locked 't fﬁ% pleturea and sketched
and 1t was 11.30 when they 1léft. 1 were staying down the road
from here so we asked them for QFEd%IHEt next morning.

Ralph Allen isn't at all the type one would expect an editor
to be, an awfully nice sort, red hair and stocky, was born in
Oxbowyl Saskathewan and hey are out west getiing material or
for a special issue on Alberta and Sask. for the 50th.
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Banff.,Alberta

M H = B8 TORE
Tues . Feb.B,1855

Dearest Hother,

Uid I tell you that 1 think it would be very nice
to send Mildred the silver cake dish that belonged to her grand-
mother Owen, for eventually her things will go to Waddy “wen
who I expect is the only one carrying on the name, also I think
it will give Mildred & lot of pleasure in the meantime.

I know 1 am the limit answering cuestions
often we read your letter over town or at lunch and I don
right down and answer them and then they finally get in a'
ones I must answer right away and the pile now is six
out I am slowly lowering the Hllee onthe desk so0 in trﬁ sm&u
future I may get well organized

% The Carnival starts tn—morrom so this week will

be all mixed up most likely, not that we will go to much but the
few things you do see take time. We have cten asked to judge the
ice sculpture on the maiﬂ street and it's going to be an awfully
difficult fob. Groups of two,theee, or four children join to-gether
decide on the animal they "&nt to do and with hatchets, pronged

ice chavers, c¢hlisels and penknifes they start in on the blg blocks
of dce set up By the Government. They have been bhacking away for
two weeks, Its not easy like a snow man one can keep adding snow
ento, this is a large block of ice and once a thing has been cut
off it's off. 'Some of the animals are really gcod, one iIs a seal
with 4t's head up and a big ice ball emxikt balanced on it's

this is the most graceful I think, then & little girls nﬂdr

gougar and this has the most action,  If we get some good

we will send you some,.  lo-day 1t snowed so everything lmc.“

& white, snowed about 4 inches last night but there was a
sun this afternoon but not when the children were working.

comewhere I have written down the name of a new

Osbert Sitwell oook, hFIﬁ you regd a pecent o nﬂ ke
"fhﬁndnau#JhJId4n; uw&aquia ﬁu&&uﬁhﬁjhﬁ

It is now +hursday night and Pete is upstairs
drawing in charcoal another picture, this time one of tanning skins
& few teepees in the background, the news will soon be on when I
will iron the shirts washed thnls A.M, but in the meantime might finish
this.

g really have bEEWQMﬂ%F in weather for the

Carnival, Tuesday it snowed off and oh, mostly on and then Wednesday
morning was none toc promising, cold and dull, so cold I got out the
skl c¢lothes and long underwear as 1 thought 1L pight be chilly walking
up and down ‘the main street trying to judege the ski sculpture. We met
at 10.30 Mrs Hayes, who is a sculbtor herself. Herb Sshlev . a pame
warden who paints and I. We walked up and down and he noted dowr hﬁﬁh
animal, The light was flat and there was fresh snow we had to dust off
and there were so many good ones we had to have an extra honorable




mention ribbon made., +‘here was first , second, third mnd four

nerfions. Took us until noon for the three best ones were 50 good.

the Seal, panther and a goat. It cleared at noon into the loveliest
sunny afterncon with clouds 1lifting in wisps off the mountain tops and
the snow sparkling . Couldn't have been lovelier. cuite a crowd of
mostly local people and the cutest echildren, so many with scarfs tied
behind thelr necks and in bright colors. The parade w very good.

but unfortuneatly the sun went Jjust as it started to go by and stayed
pehind a cloud most of the time where we were, Then later they had

the opening and a bit of figure skating by the ice pirficle they mak
on the river, a part of the river bottom or sort ofdpal. can't thihk
of the word, anyway it is dry in winter or very little water, a sort
of sand bar, and on this the Yovernesht sets up some spruce trees with
pipes carrying water to spray over the trees. *hey have it going for
& month or more before Christmas anc as it freezes it forms a rather
lovely cascade of ice, it is especially nice this year. Will cut the
picture out of the paper for you to see, it was taken from the bridee

looking towards bundle, I took some too so may have slides to st

Jonny was over at noon with 4ﬁrun and in his cadet uniform, He
had put polish on his shoes but forgotten to.shine them, and the white
from the straps on the drum had sort of messed up his trousers a bit
but he looked very well and was all set to head the parade with a
new drum copps. Pete got a picture of them, concentrating very hard
put all out of step except 2. Theyhad a gun brought up from Calgary

for the occasion and opened the Carnival with that.

We printed the pictures Pete took last night. loday we have

been rather busy, Ted Lotkl of Calgary came to put in an extra duct

in the front room to make it a little warmer, we thought it might take
all afternoon, but he is exceptionally good, came before lunech and id
he would be here at duarter to one, we went up and told Verne who

down &t one to cut the hole in the floor, in the meantime Gotki had
bis helper under the house and tested where the hole should ro :
2«20 or earlier they had it all connected with pipe and the rTepister
in and everything cleansd up and had left. So that was nice to have
done, It was the most beaufiful day to-day, clear and sparkling, about
-10" belowy but didn't feel cold., the sun is getting warmer and the
days much warmer, light until six now

'.-fa*.re}:ne more letter to write so all for this one.

Loads of love,

C Aawina.




earest Mother,

Thanks so much for telling
Just whows how careful one

How nice of Florence FPhinney to invite yvou
with her in Portland, I should think if vou took
didn't try to do too much it would work well for
room downstalirs and you wouldn't bhave to go out
like it., She wonld look after you well too. lice

when I spoke of Pete not driving and
the side, He ban good side wision in ths
re, but to focus sharply the object has to 'be
lcoriut. Also seeing wWith just one eyve, his
¥y lookin right. But he will be able to drive
Only it rests his eves if I drive now.

Am sending you the Christmas Larf of

y are such a Uirn family and of course is
favorite. Don the father is at the top. EuLn is LL&
Lona is the lGV&llﬁSt tall girl of about 16, thewlynnie is the
chubby one below her and the two little boys, Bryan and Stephie,
Can't remember what the baby girl's name was is. The little boy LUonny,
Jonnie's age was killed when he was about 7. They all have such a
good time to-gether. I would 1like the card back to keep, but thought
you would like to see what they look like.

i ounday and quite mi nice for the people up for
the Carnival, not much going on. ] uLLE“* all went to.church we
hear, Ur Hiley and his small son, Charles , was here while we
having lunch. Norman Luxton was hear earlier to SE" how the
paintings are coming on. He has had a bad cold. It helps guite
bit having people drop in for their remarks about t plctures
give Pete good ideas, for instance Dr Riley sugs Pftﬁu & skin pegged
to the ground for tanning or drying and it just filled the corner
wedl, We had never thought of it ourselves.

lesterday was the skating show. Mrs Simps

program to send to you, It was very good and the tiny chi
so awfully cuning, then & hockey game last night. Jonny
on his way to the parade so guess we better start too.

Loads of love

C oIhhoriing, ¢




Banff,Alberta,

on.Feb.14,1355,
Dearest Mother,

You asked if I had any ideas about designing for
you, but am afraid I wouldn't know how to do about it, unless
I copied Indian beadwork and it is all geometrical. Have you
ever thought of doing little scenes like the two you did during the
war of the house in YTofino and the house in snow 7 L thought they
were most attractive. How about something sort of Japanese in
design 7 copy & picture from one of the books of one of those
ladies or a flower arrangement. You can see I am not' much help.
The other thing would be to use an old design with a different
colour scheme,

Bid I ever answer about the View Master thing with
the reels, ¥sm Why not lend it to the old ladies home and then
when they have all had a look at the reels you have. Send the
to the Campbell children for I know they have the view thing
not many reels and probably after the old ladies have looked
it once they won t want to look at the same ones again.

Tuesday. ¥esterday was fairly busy, more so for
Pete than for me. He painted all morning while I went to the dentist
and had two teeth filled and then all cleaned, was glad to . get that
done, then errands. Verne came as we were in the midst of lunech for
he is making a part for Pete's camera and then Mr Lonsdale later on
with his paintings, Syd Vallance came for Just a minute to ask if
we would come and eat turkey with them Tuesday night, he was gone
about ten minutes and back he came. Udd ne ask us for Tuesday or
Wednesday ? couldn't remember which 1t was for, so we had to ask
Sam to-day and also saw Syd again as he was in the store. He i
absent mindedg we all tease him. Mr Lonsdale had tea and
came back just as we were admiping Mr Lonsdales MNew Car
Cyril Paris drove in with a plicture he had borrowed to d
tea room window during Carnival and it was six by the t
Seems to me I have told you this before, Guess I am get
ninded too !

To-day I got the kitchen floor cleaned ¢
el it badly, Usually takes a morning before it AT
had time to dry. Pete has two pictures finished for one side of
Wall and is starting on one of Teepees at night. Cnce I get the
room cleaned, maybe to-morrow morning, then I will start painting.
Ihere have been so many things to do.

for dinding out abonut Bo, am glad it was
London and the snow drops and daffodl

streets.

only do we have moose
L+ Riley came with his son Charles and
from South Africa, frozen and flown
they were very good iroiled them
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Dearest Mother.,

ne may be going for thdmail before
written,®et in which case will send it' to-morrow
write this morning but we were a little later
then I put stuff on my hair and washed zome things
for pictures of horses for Fete and first thing I
time for lunch. It is a dull looking daybut mild. ; :
dll the blizzards and ﬂulu £0 round us this year. Saw Young
eimpson last night and he said he and his father had driven
Bow Lake last week. ( the road is being kept open tn
see if it will dry out quicker in the spring) and
is less than 2 feet of snow at the lodge. last year
deep they could walk in the upstairs window, but
time to get gulte a bhit.

Monday, We had a busy afternoon
om the postoffice, took a shower and Fete
" & horse and Susan came with little David ulﬂﬂSﬂﬂ Who
& character, he is between ¥ and % and Just talking.
a5 taking :in for a walk, he was so good . Jonny came too
wWe all fiad ice cream to-gether,. then to amuse David while we
talked with Susan we suggested he show him the Phlﬂrﬂﬁﬂ Mildred
sent with the wnnceva right away David put on the funni jest
expression and saig" "orbﬂv" was evidently taking one off, he has
ruite a snnhe of humor and kept saying " Moose, gobble . enﬁW?e
"Jl'* I think he knew it was'“a ""}"""-101 that \.i". that but th
o,ner Euf a2 laugh, They had barely gone when wnt Newton gr-’vwﬁ
with Uorothy ?arule,fﬁho used to live in Banff, and is now
#riting for the Calgary Herald) and The thherWEll girl who was
nere once before with Betty, now writes for the Bdmonton Journal.
ihey are all nice girls and all interested in writing, so we had
a nice visit with them until about six. and then after supper
when 1 should have finished this I started reading and looking
out slides.

ihe wash is doing now and I ; e several notes to
get away, should be £inishing the store i 3 not tidied up
Ve Mr Lonsdale comesthis artnvramh ~3t i ing

Onarar b4
 We '_"_'_-'r'~+_ 1.":
- V. W ey ,:rSrE AY .
vintingd re 1" 13 Ing. he is a great
woul the su te. He wsa nere most
we were Ql S -.- T uD & o l}_'|‘.* ch.
Leacnman, head Archiol ogist "' can 't coe
X I:. L-¢tlﬂ]’xal auaseum in Ottawa and Don Harvie son
e who Pete i“ making the pictures for.
= .J.'hn:l: were here 111",5 W : <
the way Indians do things g ney nhad no sooner




¥ 1

Pearl and tdmee came as Pearl ¥asleaving

they stayed to tea. Had Just gone when Linnie Becker and Christine
Smith came, they are cute kids, now have to write a book for
school on different countried, Lynnie has Norway and @nristine
Arabia, but when she found we hadn't muci 1 Arabia she decided
see if she could get a better subject,

could tell her so much about Horway and

ner nhouse she called " Hext time I come _

note book and pencil." Then that evening ® went 1

with the Wards for & turkey dinner as it was Dorises birthda;

It was a large and Pery good dinner and felt like Chritmas and then
later oyd showed us hls slides of O@fizerland we

before. ocome unusally lovely ones, made us i

the country. It was guite a day.

Thursday Madge and Doris
see the Indian things ete, s1: L1
year. an awfully nice sort and 8o keen on evervt
s irn too but didn't stay when there were too
he Yes. Billy MacKenzie and Garry MacCulloug} :
borrow fete's snow shoes to go up the river Saturday.
are Jonnies age.

Friday. Patsy MacKenzie was down after school to
; show ner how to work her light meter and then we
home, Her father too had the flu and cold evervone
having andthen Friday he broke out with

bvyeryvone 18 teasing him and also wondering
;1

kol
catutday was fairly
afternocon on business

1 & I

was gquite a good




Dearest MNother.

Washington's
men¥ioned on the radio
over cast with

afternoon and
drifting snow.
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Did Clare Carruthers just come from England? guess she is
finsihed at Eriarcliff. Wish 1 knew her better for + liked her
the little I saw & her, Wonder what she will end by doing, donat
blame her for not wanting to live in England after a taste of
America, she shoula try Canada.

You mentioned reading the Emily Carr books and the life of
her by Mrs Pearson. I have an lidea that most of her hooks were
written about an earlier part of her life and maybe didn't tell
of the period when she wanted to adopt “rs Peasron. I can't auite
rememper. out most of the books have come out since X#ss Carr's
death, I think from letters she wrote."Klee Wyk"waz all Indians
"Hook of Small”™ her childhood. " House of All sorts " the apartment
and stories in commection, then the one about the hospitalPausen?
and.— — 1 have Jjust looked and of course there is her life in
Growing Pains " but most of it is about the early part. Just
noticed how much she mentione lauren “arris towards the end, He is
an old friend of ours too, in faect I went to the =tation the other

day to see a Marjorlie Lhapman who Was fuir; through and he was on the

train., last time we met was Iin San incisco on the way north, he
was on our train,., 2aybhe #ps fearson didn t fit in for there are
rany close friends she never mentions at all.

book you asked about that we tried ages ago to get through
the Bookshop was by Harius Barbeau and illustrated by lr1ldﬂ

langden Kihn and the title was something like " Wester g -
it aacv&w t kndians an some Jlluftrat‘ﬂvq in culc:*ﬂm M

AR 0> 0 t?mu:
Don't know just o i1d do about Betty Hiam bt pe

next time we are tu:t We Can lmJ? her up or mavbe Frances
Lyt there are so many new pecople in @oncord vou
i to. Lt is the =same in Banff, used to
1 F“’P one, low with fatsy Bailey I am sure she and you
get along well but with Betty Hiam I haven~t seen her si
a 1little girl of ten.

think vou do awfully well to
you make many mistakes, after all it
see what a4 verson could heve done than

id you notice the Indian Art in t?ic nonths Waticnal
i It is lovely and such beautifunl designs, now if xtkix
3 as lovely to look at, I could understand 1t better.
] S0 much thﬂug_ufﬂ*rrr b,

poke some time ago about the little brown
you use for yvour knltting wearing out, )
years ago and I am sure + sent &he other =sgunare h
of the Liberty one, Am so glad you

in Hildred's letter about the young
Home with his bride to study art. aill
he makes out.

Find in a November letter you asked if we knew the friends
the Scoborias of Chelmesford visited in Honolulu. named ¥arks, We
don't know them but kriow $tere they live on 0ld Pali Foad. Bave
passed there often, high up on the way over the pass to the other
side of the island. Wonder how #abel Brown 1s enjoyving Hawaili.,and
where she stayed.




gor the _
to have » Keep. Thanks so much.

way down in my pi - letters,

You mentioned thinking it would be nice to send one of
the books on Eskimo Art to Bradford Washborn, Shall I get
one to send him or send one [rom here direct.? Guess that
be the best, will send it direct and say that you
it to him.

glad you could get " The Hatural House )
we have his 1ife and he is a most interestin

Harris told us last yvear about being taken
g with Ixwremxiarris Frank Llovd T“ nes:
mas very amusing avout it, wish I could reme
tell you, Lawren Harris is one of our best known
ao lot to encourage Art. o0 when he was .i
such to Frank Lloyd Wright, he remarked that
one who paints pletures & true artist.lor somethi
An Architect is evidently, but Frank Lloyd Wrigt
pictures, thinks some murals planned for a sertain
little different but Lawren Harris said he @&idnBt know
to say, anyway Wright does most of the talking and
great fun just listening and taking evervthing in

Havenat seen Mrs Simpson lately but she certain
ickly and really did a bit fuﬂ much for 1'1-'
if vyou have deone somet!
seams to take hold If wvou Ch‘!"t

hape, luckily it was

hanks for writing all about

a4 big family
about them

ore It and this
nuozﬁf L“ : ﬂtt&rﬁuﬂt wnich

now Lhursday, yvour letter t
ng, Isn't that wonderful, I didn t
;z*. her .E;L'.Jf.ir‘::r_ f

L -

-Ip:.ﬁ"i! Maﬁij} “i‘& rtmlr ?

‘Heaps of love

Co3Bowing
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Dearest Hother,

We have J f[inished lunch, steak and brocoli
l1landalise sauce and e« will be going for the mail so
I would just type i 2 A5 my t
ed one and also when I ic 1t up
; 1f she thought it needed more stamps
1idn't weigh 1t for later in the afternocn
it was In our box and said ¥ Z¢ more due
iﬁsed the mail going east.
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It has been guite cold this past
norning was 0 below, the coldest this winter.
clear as a 1l and the sun warm and the wind chs Y
west and it is now above zero. This last weak it hasn't
freezing and the last few davs mostly below zero with a cold
and the air all frosty so that the mountains seem to
over them. We probably will get another snow storm and
more real cold but by Maren vou at least know it won't
and you may even get days that feel like soring:

Haven't done mtich of inte _eat did get : Irer
tidied up so I know where more things are and can at alle 2ECTOSS
the room without climbing over boxes of f+ufi. but have F 1ﬁ+ to
loock over yet, may get at that in the eveni :3 Winter is d*ﬁut he
enly chance one gets to do such things and we have Y
of the last 4 winters, so 1 am about 5 years benind!

Hot as many pecple dropping in ilately.,
Thursday 3 ir Paris came before three, Nick and
about E.Fi 1id Lynnie Becker after school. It was guite
put Mr Farif enjoyed an audience Pﬁ“ his stories of the
even Lynnie entered in tc E hen yesterday as
leavyiing for the east we offered to take them to the i
up about 4.50, brought them here 8 high tea of soup, chi
sandwiches, tea and cake, and then they caught the temain at

This afternoon we hav& been iny ltaw to
Chuck wagon supper 5 - 8 1 at i
5 rama in 1in&ture of the [rc1:ﬁs
precipice to be caught and killed. It
| figure and animal modeled and colored
';aﬂplw‘ too. It 1= most fﬁ?wbr?rﬁ. Will ent
and invitaticn, [ if I re ) to give
will ﬁu interested as "e ut AVE 1E*wd Charlie
qdrtv to cglebrate b inishing ofs the.djorama
“uﬂtaaa *ﬂ L, & %Dﬁrii@%k'
ou kKnow it is funny how times
do tnings have to change with the times.
nas a maid, I can think of one who is more of
and two families with_ four children who I e 4 girl to help.

there are only & couple Of people who go by the day to clean.
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Your-l ar- just came witk . f Cousin
Brady. 41t really 3= & wonder he Has lived so long
15 heart nas had. 1 I nink nhe was
he married Gousin Emma and in figuring it out that
been at 1"”‘ &0 years ago. 4 gooc
hege lived )
You sSay vou wonder
in Jane doesn't
and the
Flori
Cousin Enma

+ eT Wen 1- "y
:'r'l"f-'T't'_'- sure ime and the

overcs below =1 G8.C] worning. —-30 below
time.
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Haven't done a great deal Think I wrote
Fileen Harmon &nd Marcia FPrior came for t afternoon. H i 5

ounoayv,

arcis

used to come wvery winter years ago but
stooke and she was at home for
and I guess it nard for
alone, VOunger guess
what To r-e_.. witther © ;,-,ii‘,_] he :' nise oOr w
ristine Smith came f ; } Swite
hool projects and
& very nice party. we took
ayd ¥ e e ooZn 1
irrived apout s Just
go to church, like Nellie
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went and h a look
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Monday we had various peocple, Bill Jamieson before lunch
to see Pete about the enlarger and then an Indian looking for
old clothes, I told him to come Back later, which he did,but
then had to Bush about and find something to give him. Anything
pretty good we send to the Campbells as they can always make use
of them., Then Chuck Beil about Lynnie's age, Grade 8, and Carol
grade & came to get some information we had on Spain and Hawaii.
All the grades seem to be doing projects on countries, they have
to get pictures and any information they can and make up a book,
they do them very well considering their age. Then that afterncoh
Mr Lonsdale came a&s usual for tea and to have Pete help him with
his pictures. He is so keen and has improved so much that we hate
to cut the visit too short.

Yesterday no one came during the day bmt we were out, Oh.
yes. we went to the noon train west to see Marcia Prior away and
then did the errands and Fete saw how they were coming on over on
the corner. and last night just when I had the desk in a good mess
“erle Brewster and Fred Brewster from Jasper Fark dropped in for
the evening. We had a nice visit from them and Pete showed them
the paintings.

lo-day we have had another funeral this afterncon, so many old
timers seem to have died this winter. Percy Williams who was the
local house painter and a real cockney from London. We shall mise
him ¢n the main street. Then one of the Creeks who ran a cafe also
died suddenly Sunday. Thats one thing about a small town you know
g0 many of the people.

Well it is now supper time. You sounded quite gay at your last
bridge and can imagine how funny Madie was.

Are the Bartletts in Florida this winter ? Don't think vou have
mentioned them. Hope that Russ and Kitty get nice weather, it has
been so cold most places.

Lots of love,

Cofhonmie.




Banff,Alberta.

Sat. ®arch 5,1955,

Dearest Mother,

“Your letter written last monday just came, seems
slow somefhow but then I don't always Bkme check the date. Wish
they sent them quicker as they do in Candde now. A1l flarst class
mail in Canada goes by air or the quickest way, but then our rates
are higher, too high really. 5¢ for Calgary or for Yontreal and 4¢
local. An ordinary letter posted in Calgary reaches Montreal and
Loronto the next morning, but to the states they must still go by
train.

I was thinking that with Russ and Kitty away I had
better write shorter letters and send them oftener, might even get
a lot of clippings sent you that way, things L too have saved to
send but unfortunately not as systematically as you, mine are in
odd piles with other clippings, some in the kitchen » Some in living
room, others upstairs. Some too old to send I guess!

At last,our weather is warming up, was - 30° below
twice and never much BYUS# sero in the daytime, but a west wind
las§ night, - 15°this morning and got up to 25 this afterncon.
It was the only cold féeling spell all winter.

Have many people been sick with flu in the east ?
nearly everyone has had a touch of it here, ours were only colds
but many have the kind where you are weak all over and Just have
to go to bed. Barbara who is rarely laid up was in bed five days and
Jonny 8, Harold not as long. ome little children have even had
rheumatic fever or phneumonta. It's a real bug.

Ve were so glad to have the photograph of the Swiss
boy , he looks a fine lad and it must be very interesting for Frances
and éil, would like to meet him though I don t think we have stayed in
the part of Switzerland he came from as we always went to the little
plces in the high mountains,

[ -

Yesterday morning Don Har¥ie and his wifétﬁ?bﬁ%gd ih
to see how the paintings were coming along and they are Sheh a nice
couple and so interested in painting. Then in the afternoon Syd and
Doris Vallapce dropped by and stayed to tea,| though they didn't think
they should] and Wednesday night Fred Brewster and Merle came over
and stayed until after ten .. but otherwise we haven 't had too many
vigitors.

“unday. It is warming up. 15°above at 8 this morning
and now about 203 looks as if it might be milder, Pete is getting the
cameras and lenses ready to try and get some pictures of Magpies
for Franklin Arbuckle, it has been so cold every since they were here
there hasn't been much chance.




3 gy &2

Will enclose some plectures that the Campbells sent us,of the
ranch in winter, Ralph Pilling took them with an old box brownie.
But hey give a good idea of the ranbb ¥ in winter, not looking
south to the mountains.

+nstead of writing more now will try to do a page at a
time and oftener, I ueed to write everyother day and it was easier
then to remember when I last wrote, some times I sugdenly wonder
if several days haven't gone by and no letter sent to you.

Loads of love from us both.
CoTBhornance, -

s oven S0° od WA B mﬁwf




Banff,Alberta.

Tues.Mar.8,1955

Dearest Mother,

Just got the snow pictures of the Campbell's ranch
marked to give you some idea of what it is. This only covers a small
portion of their land but gives a good idea of the way the buildings
are clustered to-gether. The " Pig Palace " is the newest and largest
for they have started ralsing pligs, Ralph built it and locks after
the pigs while Gray raises the feed.

After writing Sunday we had a busy afternoon,
listened to Candda beat Bussia in the so called World's championship
hockey games
in Burope, then Uncle Jack came in for a call, His daughter is a
missionary in Southern Rhodesia, and when he mentioned"Melsetternmas
the place she lives I thought it sounded like the same place where
a friend of Gray's lives, looked up a letter he had sent us to read

nd sure enough they live in ®elsetter too. Then later looked at
dTArcy Baker-8arr's Christmas card and found they have gone to
Salisbury , Southern Rhodesia which isn't far away. Seems funny the
only people we know of in Africa all live so near one another.

We went for the mail as Uncle Jack Campbell left, and
t#hen we returned ¥ill Jamieson came to borrow the recorder and a
recording we had made for him of a radio program for ‘otary, he
also looked at the camers and before he left Lilla Wright, “race

Mather's sister, from Calgary came with a man, Sob Murray of

Toronto. We were having coffee when Susan and her little friend

from Calgary dropped in after skiing to return some shoes borrowed

and they stayed long after Lilla had left and we took them home Just

pefore supper and then Harold came to show us some glides and

spent the evening.




Yesterday was milder than Sunday and quite a bit of snow went
off the roof, to-day is mild but snowing a tiny bit and dull.

Mr Lonsdale came in the afternocon and I got as much wash out as I
could and it dried nicely, smells so much nicer when it drys ontside.
Today everything seemed mixed up, Pete wanted to frame the
next two pdintings he has finished and found Sam had cut the stuff
wrong so we had to go over town about that and now Sam has been and

will be back later with it @Qut right we hope, Cyril Paris may be

down too but first muet run up to the post office.

Loads of love and hope your weather is as springlike as ours.

(‘M.




Banff ,Alberta.

March 12, 1955,

Dearest Mother,

My good intentions aren't doing too well , for I
was sure I would write on Thursday and then Mr Scott came down in
the middle of the morning just as I was finishing a letter that
had to go that day. He is gueb a dear old man and a regular farmerﬁlﬂg
who has plenty of time to just dit and talk, and never realizes how
much people now-a-days have to dol Pete was ﬁusy painting upstddss
and doesn't come down if he doesn t have to, so I got stuck for
half and hour, then it was time to go for fresh fish for lunch and
something else happened in the afternooh and no letter that day.

+hen yesterday was really funny. In the morning I
"was helping Pete with the angles of the poles for a picture he was
| drawing in of the inside of a teepee and the persepctive is very
| tricky, and k& finds it hard with his glasses to see the painting as
a whole near to, in fact he can't. There was a knock and Pat Brewster
came to see if we would come over in the afterncon to look at his
collection of paintings and tell hiw the value, a most difficult
thing to do really. He hadn't seen the ones Pete is working on so
Cpame upstairs and we had a good visit from him/~Again lunch and
during that Elsa Wyatt eame about buying our old Leica BPrm enlarger.
Then after lnnch Mrs Simpson came to teturn some books and hadn't
seen the plctures for a while and she 1s very enthusiastic about
them, and before she left Eldon Walls came about the leases for
the store to be signed, and other business. So it was guite a
combination of people, then we took the enlarger over to Nobles for
them to sell to Elsa and up to Pats to see his pictures and tea,
Then the shopping and we met Earl Pletch from Vancouver, here for
skiing.and by that time 1t was supper. After supper Pete wanted to
finish a roll of pictures which he is taking as an experimant
with a lens and then develope so the evening too was gone and now
it is Saturday and the WEEklyFaﬂuming and dusting done and I must
go over town soon to see if I'can get a cake at the food sale,

How nice it will be for you having fusty there
for his EBaster Vacation, I can see that old age is a lonely
business, and the more one has early in life the harder it is to
adjust later to a quiet life alone., Pete's mother in her last letter
wrote that she just sits in her room and"Longs for home". ¥et when
she is here most of her time is spent,all alone as hardly anyone
goes to see hs?ﬁnd I am afraid we don t drop in as often as we
should. It's not that young people arén't interested in older ones
but just that now-a-days they are so busy and the way life is lived
there is so much more running around and doing things. Would it
help you_to send for someone to come up in the afternoon with their
knittlng? but I expect when you don't feel like going out you don't
feel much like making an effort to talk to someone either.

Pete has been screwing a part for the camera with
some help from me and so this 1s sort of an interrupted letter a mus t

go or I won't get a cake. Heaps of love, C&. -
oML




Banff,Alberta,

Mon. darch 14,1855,

Dearest HMother,

Rather a busy weekend so didn't get a chance to write
but as the mail is 4 hours late to-day will have to go up again and
50 might as well write a short note.

Saturday we had quite a day, Pete working on the
painting in the morning and then after lunch Jim Simpson came to
see how the pictures were coming along, then we made a cup of tea
and in the midst of that Syd Worts and Evelyn came, he is the bank
manager and they are very interested in the paintings, so they had
tea first and were upstairs looking at the pictures and summer's
sketches when Br Riley and his small son Chaties came slong. The
tea was still warm so he had a cup and Chak#es had about 3 pleces
of the cake I had just bought at the food sale, By the time’we had
all smapled it there wasn't much left. Chaites kept cutting off one

more sliver, I think he enjoyed that part. Llhen ip the _evenipg,
Susﬁ;“and her little friend Joyce from Jaspeﬁ§§g4§\;¥§3 tnpgeéﬁﬁi?i
We feel rather pleased that whenever she is up she comes with the
girl who has come with her , even if only for hapf an hour or the
whole evening. They were going to the dance but wanted to see how the
Indian pictures were getting on.

Then yesterday we did a étupid thing, woke to find it
Just above zero and the house cool, the furnace off, Pete telephoned

Steam Watt. the nice part of the plumber being an old friend, He came

right downﬁgng fﬁxeu the Air Lock in the oil line and then as it didn't

go he and Pete measured the tank, not enough oil ! We were lbtting it




down & bit as we are changing to gas this spring, and mean't to
measure it all this last week but either we forgot or it was
snowing or people came in and we never did, but Sunday is a poor
day to run out. However Steam telephoned to Mr Boone and he brought
us oil before 10 A M. another obliging friend.

Then we took some pictures of the painting as Pete wanted
to try a lens out, and irs Boone and her son Tommy came inthe
afternoon to see a camera we have, then Pete developed the film and
after supper we made some prints. so it was a full day.

This morning -5 below and still guite cold. Pete is having
quite a time on the perspective of the Teepee. He is deoing an interior

and on & long panel it is very tricky. I forgot,Norman Luston was

8 :
down yggfgrgﬁy morning for about an hour and he thought it looked

pretty large so this morning Pete changed it and every time 1 started
to do anything he would ask how I thought 1t locked, am afraid I
wasn't much help .

Now Mr Lonsdale is due and I must get overtown before he

comes., Loads of love,

aml '
.
C .-5.-«13.-.\2._;‘“\).},._?_ .




Banff,Alberta,

Tues .dar.15,1955.

Dearest Mother,

Your letter yritten the 10th. just came, hope you
are fedling better now. Don t you think sometimes at the end of
the winter cne feels & little let down, sort of spring fever and
then spring comes and it is so nice you forget all about it? Also
1 notice one feels spryer when the barmmeter rises, may be nothing
to it but the birds must have some way of knowing when to go south
and when to start north, so perhaps we do feel the weather and blame
it on other things.

You also should remember you are now in your nineties
even if others dongt realize it. We were talking to-day about the
time you took us to Annisquam to see the remarkable old lady, Mrs
bByatt. Pete sald she seemed liked a grand duchess to him, and we
sort of took turns golng over to speak to her in her 1little cap and
her cane, everyone waiting on her and showing her great respect
and we all felt how remarkable she was for her great age. Wonder
how old she was at the time, 25 years ago? I bet her daughters are
as old now as she was then and do a great deal more and have no one
locking after them!

What I really started to write was that the color
picture of you came some time ago. It is about 3 inches by 5 ins.
I thought I had mentioned it. Ebbs sent us one at Christmas and
said he had taken it on his father's 80th birthday I thipk it was.
Very good of a certain amused expeession you have, I don t think
George Manierre took it. Am sure that anything you mail without
enough postage will reach me 0.K. They charge double postage at this
end if you haven't put on enough. Had to pay extra on one from
Russell a few weeks ago.

Haven't been able to get another Eskimo Art book
yet but it 1s on order. We heard over the radio the other day that
Bradford Washburn was leaving for “t McKinley Y think and has one
Canadian in the party, that was why it was on dur newms.

Now Wednesday, Monday it was -8 below again and
guite cocl but is warming up to-day with a west wind and sun. Have
the laundry out so hope it goes above freezing. We had Mr Lgnsdale
for tea Monday with his paintings, he is improving a lot is a
very good student, does or tries all the things Pete suggests and
s0 1s learning fast. Then yesterday we had Mrs Rowland and M¥rs
Hichardson for tea, Asked them down when we kept meeting them at
the varicus Christmas parties. They came to Banff over a year ago
and stayed at the Bow View Apts. down the road from us, liked it
so much they bought a house which they fixed over, One is divorced
I think, the other's husband died and they are sisters from Winnepeg.
Very attractive sort and both have married children, so have given
up their homes, one weaves but so far hasn t found time to do a
great deal, think she went to the summer school last year. or the
year before. They know a lot of people we do.




. B . X ]
Something like the liiss Morrisons i% they had been married and
were younger. Very appreciative and¥lots of fun.

It is time to go overtown now so will send this along
have been mounting slides inthe evenings, there are so manj
things I should be doing it is hard to know which to do first.
The evenings by the time we have finished supper and go to bed
in time to listen to the ten o'clock news, are very short.

Loads of love,

fiiﬁ%lnhA@ﬂL‘




Banff,Alberta,

Fri. March 18 , 1955,

Dearest iother,

Haven't done well at all in writing the last few
days but we have run into company at night, it seems to go in
streaks. Wednesday Bev asked if she could bring her father down,
He is staying with her while young Cliff is at the coast on a
Shell 0il course, how to operate the stations more efficiently
ete. and we had never met Mr Pogue before. Bev said " We will come
early and go early " but it was guarter to nine when they got here.
Jonny had arrived first and he went up to Baby sit while they
were here. Mr Pogue found he was in the R.C.A.F.about the time
Pete was and very interested in the paintings(or photopraphs Xekx
of the paintings ) that Fete did at that time.so it was after 11
when they left,

Thursday we weren't too bright when we got up in
the morning but didn't have any more callers until “*hursday night
about the same time and Red Catheart and his wife Bunice came to
see the paintings, he is connected with the muweum and she has
been away for about 6 weeks. They lived for a fime up on the
west coast of Vancouver lszland and know Tofino ete. I don t think
Red had much schooling but Be knows a lot about indians afd is
really interested in them, too bad he hadn't more education for
he has the knowledge from experience. They stayed until after 11
too, another late night. I forgot Charlie Beil was down that
afternoon and had a look at the paintings , then went home and got
some books to loan us. They are wonderful ones to have. We are
wondering if you could get copies for us and I will enclose the
na#es on a seperate paper? Wonderful to have for reference.

Friday we had a quiet morning, in fact most of our
mornings are undisturbed and as we are getting up at 7 or 7.30 it
gives us several hours, the light is good now real early. In the
afternoon Chatlie Moffat, the fire chief, and a lad Pete grew up
with and was in the Reserve Army with, came to bring his sister's
address in Honolulu. She had written theh she met a Hawadan in an
orchestra who knew us and wondered where we were this winter as
they missed us in Hondlulu. I don't know as he has been here for
a long time and he too looked at the paintings and we had aquite
a talk, After the two late evenings we weren't too ambitious any
way. He hadn't beern gone long when Olive Beil dropped in with her
youngest child. She has been coming down since Christmas and as
she says when Charlie decides to come it usually is when she can't
get away. Then last night we were going to bed real early when
Sdmee dropped in about nine and stayed until 10.30. She hasn't
been down since her mother left, about a month, so it was really
funny for moet of the time no one comes in the evening especially.




Thanks so much for sending Russell's letter and will return
it so you will be encouraged to send any others, for we like to
hear., It sounds as if it would be a real vacation with someone
to look after the housekeeping and do hope they have good weather.

Thanks too for the colored pictures as I know the Campbells
will'like to have them to send the rounds of various friends.
We would like to have the black and white snow ones back sometime.
Will send their last letter for you to read after I have answered
1t.

I thought those murals just awful in Canddian Art. Seems
that the magazine is run by a small group and they represent the
more modern tr end, seems to be the same in England too, We have
just had an exhibition in Calgary of the Seagram Colection of
paintings of Canadain cities and it has gotéen favorable comment
among theaverage person, will send you the clippings about that
too, The ultra modern Artists have been very critical, maybe
because they aren't represented but afte when showing the pictures
in€x¥ Paris there was so much interest they had to hold the show
over for five days.

In respect to the pictures of Gray's land, itwlld all under
snow at the time but the wind soon clears off the high spots and
then the cattle can find feed. They don t find it lonely but of
course they cali8t see their nearest neighbors about & mile away
but do look over the valley and can see the distant lights,

The Pillings are a couple with two children, Dawn about 12 and the
little boy Wayne 7. They go to school with lane and Timmy, riding
on one horse., Ralph Pilling built a wonderful Pgg building, they
cal]l it the Pig Palace, and he raises pigs with the feed that

Gray grows. so he and Gray work to-gether and they live in the
little two room cabin on the ranch right nearpy but not too near.
Maybe the other colored ones wilh uncurl if put under a weight
for a while.

About Mrs Jenny, you find out when she is apt to come and
tell her if she is staying in the village to Jjust walk around to
see us as we have no phone. It is only a couple of blocks from the
hotels downtown. If we lmew when they were coming we could look th em
up. If it is in summer the staff are often just new to Banff but any
¢ne who lives here knows where we live I guess. It would be & nice
way for them to return and after #pril 24th. the trains will all be
the new ones with dome cars and a day shorter golng across the
country. For them it would be a nice trip right to Montreal amd or
Loronto and back to Boston. Some people don't reiLﬂze_there are .
ath&ihntels bpen all year in E&n{,‘if. Q- MMMJ
v e DO an q cenNans e WA —dig o\ QY

Sa&turday and I'must go and do the shopping.

Loads of love ,




Banff ,Alberta,

March 22, 1985.

Dearest Mother,

We are £111 having winter here, They said milder
to—day and I planned to wash so as to hang the clothes out but we
woke to fine a strong north wind and drifting snow and sero and
now it is after 11 A M. and still only 2 above. burely we will
have a thaw soon. there isn't much snow but about 6 inches and
some drifts,

Didn't do much over the weekend as I ate something
that didn't agree and felt sort of punk at times, enough so that
1 got lazy and didn't write the letters I had hoped to get done.
and new ones seem to arrive as fast as I get the old ones answered,

Have just written Ebbs a long one with suggestions
for their trip this summer, looks as if they might get to Banff
about Indian Days which would be real fun for them I should think.
It will be fun for us too.

Yo feel sorry that you aren't feeling better, It
must be pretty lonely for you , especially when you can't get out
each day. If onlylynu had someone in the front part of the house,
I realize you don t want one of those companions who has to be
included in everything you do and would sort of worry you to think
and plan for, but it wonld be nice to have someone in Jean's room
you could hear moving about and could call if you wanted something
and would answer the phone and take messages and most important of
all to be able to talk to about the little things of every day
and any family news you get. It's so much better if you can share
your thoughts about the weather or a radio program or anything like
that.

Young Cliff Jjust got mack from the coast where he
stayed a bit with the Stockands and says Pete's mother was well
enough to be downtown when he arrived. She is evidently all packed
and ready to come home as soon as her sister-in-law is better and
can come with her, We are just hpping Aunt dellle will like it
well enough to stay for we tooc hate to think of Mom living alone
in case she is ill or falls and no one would know if she couldn't
reach the phone, also she should have someone to help with the
house work and to talk to. loo bad Mr Scott wasngt <rs Scott, muk
he was down last night for over an hour, just lonely I think but
he hasn't much converdation, mostly about farming and his family
and we don't know & great deal about xither. If it had been Mrs
Scott as well as he 1s,she might have lived with Mom !

Hust go for the mail and some lunch now.

Loads 66 1ove¢




Banff Alberta.
Toud
narc“hiﬁ 1355,

Dearest Mother,

Your synday letter has just come to—day telling
about Hanne and I can t gell you how delighted we are, We hated
to think of you living all alone in that end of the house and
yet we realized you didn't want the kind of person Miss Macquarrie
was to whoever it was she was companion too.(I've forgotten,shows
1 must be getting old ) Hanne really is part of the Robb family
as Jean was and so clos&}y associated, and interested in all that
Gale and Rusty do. Didn't she spend a good many vacations with
you wnen the children were little ? She_wi know how you like
things done and it will be & much nicer iz home to know that
she is upstairs waiting for you and interested in where you have
been, She knows all the friends and relations and all in a1l it
should be just fine., Also she is near Helga and her family which
makes it nice for each of them, and she driveda car which will be
a great help lots of times. "e are awfully fond of Hanne and feel
very happy to think she is to be with you. Don't know why I never
thought of her. It will be nice for Gale and Rusty too and whisk
xyerxeme in a way you will keep Hanne busy until one of them gets
married’ and starts having children of their own.

#hat a lot of nice letters you sent, Too bad that
Kitty's Uncle Barret died but far better after two strokes. We have
a sad case here of a wife who is bedridden and doesn t really know
what is what, after a severe stroke , and yet she may go on that
way for a long time.

It was nice Frances and Gil could go to Naples but
wasn t it funny all the people arriving at once? That is the way it
is hére, either a lot or no one at all, I thought all their letters
most interesting and loved Frances discription of Miami. Maybe

Cousin Bert and Alma will want the lettier so will return hers with
Russ and Kitty's,

What fun for you having Rusty there and his friend
from Marblehead too. How long a ewacation does he get I wonder, some
times it is only a week or ten days at Easter.

Nice of Mercelia to send us the list of Paintings
and the ones she liked, Will keep the list as it has the artists
addresses, We used to know fat Gavin who did " Roses and Glass"
and "Still life with Hals frint " He was at Art school with us in
an advanced class but Bery helpful to younger students, haven t
heard of him since. and Dwight Shepler " Uff the Thorofare,Maine"
and "Waltsfield Valley,Vt." we knew, He came to see us in Banff once
Loes ski pictures. MacIvor Reddle was a friend of John Edwards who

we knew, have one of his ailfs. and 1 see Lassell Ripley liﬁ s 4R
Lexipgtciiwazﬁiﬁikey rather conservative? as a whale.f&nkﬁknfb
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Wondering what you found on the top pantry shelves of
interest ? What were the teapots like ? Not interested in the
gold and white one but can't remember the other. Mapbe if wyou
described a couple of things I might remember them! As long as

they don_t land in a rummagg s le it is 0,K. Maybe Frances could
use some? WA, Qe | & N 2

You sPnke of 1t snowing and here we have had cold weather.
It was -30 below sero yesterday morning, but Bednesday felt colder.
I think it got up to about 5 above that day and such a cold wind
and drifting snow. Then droped to the -30 Thursday but the sun was
bright and it got to 1g’above by afternoon, this morning-20 below
and to about 20° this afternoon, the snow melting where the sun hit
and it was black underneath like the roofs. It was clear and lovely
to-day. I have been trying to get some pictures of dagpies for
Franklin Arbuckle who does covers for Macteans Magazine that we
sent Cousin Bert Ghristmas. I get the Jeep parked and sit imdide
and wait for them to come for bread., The minthe I give up and come
indodes down they swoop for the bread I put on the snow.

I will never make & bird photographer, haven t the patience,
but have wiitten about 10 letters while waiting. Tt was cold though
writing yesterday at 10 above.but to-day I got a few shots at them,
maybe they are getting used to me. Ask Cousin Bert if you can borrow
the last number about Dick Bird and Ada his wife,(Ilt has a man in
a red rowboat on the boveﬁl They are good friends of-ours and here
most summers, Gave the pictures at the Banff Springs last year.

Are lots of fun but they were a bit discouraged with all the rain
last summer. The article is all about them and how they photograph
birds.

Wednesday we expected Joe Kingman of Mdinneapolis and his wife,
think L told you and then when it was so stormy thought tey wouldn't
come, but they did, about nine with the Wonnacots and stayed until
about 1ll. It was nice to see them,they are skiing.

lesterday we had three little girls aged ten come to be tested
for their Brownie's artist badge, Carrol Beil, Marjlyn ¥ortimer,
and Weddy Staples. They each had a watercolor afi a scene and of some
flowers or an anisal and then a model of a dog or horse or snake.
They were awfully cunning, we passed them all aftet %wo had drawn
the primary colours again. had gingerale and cake and then drove
them home &as it was pretty cold.

lo-day Syd Vallance was down in the morwing, still about the
store lcase that Jackie always finds something wrong with, most
annoying. Then this afterncon as I was all poised to shoot a magpie
Tom Kaguits appeared instead and Pete was just coming into the work
shop so let him in, He had two toy teepees to sell. He hadn't gone
very long when Tommy Boone came to see if we wanted to join the
film council, and then Sam appeaered, he has been laid up with a
bad back and then Carrol Beil for a sweater she had left yesterday.

“o it was a busy afternoon. "ue)mu_\ \M.%N. %MT_.,_




Sunday mornihg1 Foolishly I never finished this letter Friday
night so it wasn t ready to mail when I went over town yesterday
moening but thought I would surely have time to post it in the
afternocon. It was a beautiful day Saturday, clear and the sun guite
warm, finally got up to 32" and melted a bit. I got all set to take
magplies again and was just re-reading Bussell's letter thinking to
write him when Mrs Simpson came to return some books and go for a
walk., She got a touch of the same stomach flu thing we had, only she
was really sick to her stomach and barrie and Jimmie had been too.
So guess we were lucky. che sat with me for a while and then came

in to see the recent work Pete has done, Shexwazxxjusizxgeimg went and
we were just going out to finish up the roll of film on something
else as MapBples were scarce when Ted Gotki arrived. He is the best
furnace man and we are planning to change over to gas this spring
and put in a more efficient furnace and a smaller one which can he
raised off the floor so when we get water in the basement it won t
affect the furnace, At the same time we will make the floor as
waterproof as possible but have to dismantle the present furnace in
order to do it., So we were very glad to see him and he hopes to do
it sometime in May before the river starts rising.

He was still here when Barbara came over to tell us about
some slides we had lent Harold toc show his friends and how much they
enjoyed them and Gotkl left when Elaine Hicks a friend of Susans
came with some indian things belonging to her father to show us.
Another knock on the door and Verne Castella to see us, Barbara

left and another knock and Susan and Joyce from Jasper. So we all
had gingerale and cake as the kids had been skiing and were thirsty.
Then they wanted to see the paintings which we thought pretty goo
of them and they told us about some pictures they saw in Calgary.
are becoming painting consecious evidently., By the time they had all
left xe it was after five and Just time to pick up some things we
needed over town. W%e had a aguiét evening luckily.

To—day the Morants arrive and we are to meet them at the
train and have théir groceries. Norman Luxton was to have come down
at ten but hasn't shown up yet.

Did I ever tell you that when Mrs Foss wrote us after
Christmas to thank us for our card she spoke of how much they
enjoyed the Television set you gave them and how kind it was of
you.

Better get luhch organized before we go to the station =0
all for now. Loads of love, and our very best to Rusty too,

T e G o ST




Banff,Alta.

Wed .Mar.50,1355,

Dearest Mother,

Just a quick note so as to have it to mail when we
go out, usually at noon. I often think I will write after lunch
but usually something comes up to prevent or else if I find time to
write then , I don't get it mailed.

We have had three mild days when it got up to 42
aBove and melted suite a lot, though at night it tightens up again
and is nearly noon before it begins to melt next day. A warm night
is best for getting rid-of snow. This morning a little discouraging
to wake and fine it snowing but perhaps it will rain later, is Just
very dark and dull at present.

Sunday we expected Norman Luxton at ten but it was
eleven when he finally came. We had promised to meet the Morants
at 11,80 so I went to the station for them and Pete stayed with
Norman who wanted to talk about the paintings. The train was a bit
late but the Morants came back for Sunday steaks with us and then we
tokk them to their house. Nick had just two days but Willi will
stay on to do some varnishing and painting and urge on the carpenter
to finish a few things. Nick has some interior pictures of the hotel
in Fegina to take and then they go east for a lecture with colored
slides, We took him to the train last evening.

It was such & lovely day Sunday we went out and
finsihed hp a roll of film in the camera with telephoto experiments.
but otherwise mo one came in so the afternoon and evening were auiet.

Mondayl got the wash out as it was mild and wrote
a few letters and Pete painted, then in the afternoon Mr Ionsdale came
and later Cyril Paris and Harold with & book about a camera he is
thinking of getting and t was 5.30 by the time they left.

Tuesday the rest of the wash and more typing to do.
Mrs Painter was down after lunch with some books to return, she hadn't
been down for € weeks so was surprised to see how much Pete had done.
Ihen some errands and a bit of spring fever and we took Nick to the
train.

What a lovely letter from Gale, can't you imagine
what fun ten of them will have in Naples. Just hope the good cook
doesn't get discouraged with that many coming and going, I don't
wonder Rusty preferred staying with you, he would have been over
run with females.

In one letter you mentioned the Jemny's going to
California and that they might come back through Banff, perhaps
mean't someone else, but Pete is sure the name was Jernny for he
who they were. Anyway we will be glad to see whoever it is.

; Do you have a Ford car, or a car made by Ford ?
If so do you get the little magazine "Ford Times " ? I think you




would enjoy it the pictures are lovely and mostly in color and
the articles very short and interesting. Nick had a copy but they
won't send it to people in Canada, but any Ford owner can have it
sent to them in the U.S.A. Ask George about it sometime for he
may know. If you should get it we would like it afterward. There
are such good reproductions of both Kodachromes and Paintings.

Barbara¥s daughter has graduated from the University of
Alberta azxaxdiekieiam in Home Economics and is now taking a vears
apprenticeship as a dietician at the Geneeal Hospital in Vancouver.
She has to do this before getting her degree. She works for a month
in each department and as Barbara says, Bubby is so enthusiastic
about the wokk that she thinks each department better than the
previous one. +ast I heard she was in the out patient department
working out diets for patients and before that doing baby formulas.
She lives with & other girls in a small suite, evidently in a two
family house. At New Years they all went out that evening and found
each of the three had forgotten their Mey when they came home. It
was two in the morning and they didn't know what to do. Their land
lords were also out. They went and telephoned the pol%ce who said
they could break down the door for them but they didn 't like to do
that so they thought they might get a ladder from the fire department
and get in an upstairs window. So the fire department was most
obliging and came, but with all the sirens scregming and woke up the
entire neighborhood ! and Bubby said they weren_t very popular,

Davy is in Hollywood studying at a school for music. He
has been very keen on playing in orchestras for eeveral years and
really worked hard on the school orchestra and played in the local
dance band, has picked it up himself with the help of some of the
Banff springs orchestra and others. That was all he wanted to do and
it was even hard to get him to finish his grade 12 in school. So
Barbara figured he might as well go on with his greatest interest
45 he is young and if he doesn't like it he has time to stmdy something
else, Can't say we think much of Yazz but as Jonny says, he studys
" Classical jazz " too. whatever that i&. Jonny says"the Grand
Canyon suite iz classical jazz! He came home by bus at Christmas
and spent all his time practising.Is going to try and get a job with
Grfeyhound this summer and then get a half fate all over by bus. I
think he has another year at the school, It is supposed to be one of
the best in the states,

Couldn't you be a spare on the bridge club next season if
you feel it is too much, or just go for part time and play until some
one late comes or play if another has to go early. Then it wouldn't
be so long. Actually it isn't so awfully serious if you make a mistake,
it is supposed to be a game you know

If you have the black and white photographs in Grays book
or the colored ones in, you just keep them: So often you say you don't
want other peoples photographs around and that is why we said we would
like them back, I never thought of your putting them in a bobk.
so just keep them there.

There 1s always so much to do around a house as well as
letter writing etc. I have been trying to paint a bit each day but
can't decide if it is better to get otherthings on my mind ecleaned up
first and then have more time to paint or %hat? I should try water
color as one can leave that better than oils! Loads of lote,

C oA |




Banff,Alta.
April 1,1955,

Dearest Mother,

Better start right ?ut anewering questions.
About he London Studio. If you don't want it any more, don 't
take it for us. HRemember a year or two ago you thought of stop-
ing it and then the next few numbers seemed more interesting so
you kept on, but there are too many ultra modern things in it
and not enough lovely things. Seems as if all the art magazines
tedd to the abstract stuff., Some artists feel that a small
group mrxex get in control and only show what they are most
interested in and after all no one would buy the stuff if it
wasn*t'that it was fashionable and the critics xkex like it.

So don 't continme your subscription for us.

We take the Illustrated London News so don't
send any coples of that,

It would be better foo us if you could send the
books one at a time if large, two perhaps if small, by mail.
There 1s & cheaper rate for books than for other things. Then
there 1s no duty to pay and they come right through as gifts.

If you send them by frelght they only come as far as Calgary

and we have to get a customs broker to elear them for us and to
pay the duty, for on new books there is duty if they come all at
once. One at ak time they figure they are gifts. Perhaps you could
send a couple, one to each of us for Easter and then for my
birthday, there is "o big Bush. It's too bad you have to do so
much parcelling but perhaps now Hanne is there she won't mind.
Helga did wp the Christmas bundles so well.

How nice it is that Rusty has been with you all
his Easter Vacation, perhaps he enjoyef it as I used to enjoy
staying with the Phinneys and he is free to do as he likes. Rather
hard having to study during ones holidays but with the baseBall
season coming along I guess he will want to get as much done now
as possible.

March was rather stormy with us too, more wintry
that the early winter. but this last week has been mild, up to
40 and 45 each day and melting,so wuite a bit of bare ground shows
though we still have snow but one can wear rubbers instead of over
shoes, though the other day I stepped into a puddle by the bank
right over the rubbers.

When you spoke of Miss Barrett T wondered if you
ever thought of a place built something like a motel, if you know
what they are like. A gooup of little suites all joined to-gether.
Most of the modern Western motels are built around a court ydard
or in a row so each car is backed up to the door for convenience,

Eut one we were at near Minneapolis was built more %;ke awﬂftel
with a hall running down the middle and rooms on either slde.




each with it's own bath, and a door onto an outside porch.

If only there was & place where lone people could live, but
each have their own bedroom and sitting room and bath and a
little closet like kitchenette with small electric stove, re-
frigerator, and tiny sihk. They make compact mzimiz units like
that. Then an older person like Aunt Julie or Miss Barrett or
the Lorings could have their own little place but if they were
sick would have a nurse avaiable and perhaps meals if they
wanted them in a homelike dining room, or brought to their room.
They could join with others for entertainment or stay by them-
gelves when they preferred, If it was all on the ground floor
there would be no stairs.

fn a recent Calgary paper there was guite an article
on a home for " Senior Citizens " made out of the old isolation
hospital, There are both men and women and one couple too, and
they are all well people, wish I had cut it out. Showed the men
doing their own washing in a laundry and having a good time by
the looks of it and the women sewing to-gether amd etc. but it
is more of a home, Also in Calgary one of the Service clubs is
working towards building seperate units for elderely couples
near the Genmral Hospital, they have several completed. I think
everywhere there is the same need. People live longer than they
used to due to médical care and the average house is smaller so
the parents can't live as easily with the children and then there
are few with help these days which makes it more difficult too,

People don't want to go to a home but would like a little
suite of their own and somecne who would care for the whole place
and be available if they gell or were sick or needed help.

While I think of it, I1f you remember , put our P.0.Bos
number on your letters to us. Ours is just " Box 30 " and then
when the Banff Springs Hotel opens it is not as apt to get up there
and 1t also makes 1t easler forthem to sort at the post office here.

Better call this a letter,

Loads of love,

~ OuA Qﬂﬁ*wz: %Suhxuj
CaBDanwine .




Banff ,Alberta,

April 4,1955,

Dearest Mother,

It is so nice outside to-day that I shall make this
just a quick letter for even if it is too soggy to rake yet I can
pick up the odd papers that have blown bBout and now that the snow
has melted,show up. We have thousands of cones from the spruce trees
which the birds knock off, while getting the sseds to eat., The sky
is a soft blue and there ®s no wind and the sun real warm, the
temperature just about 40 but feels warmer.

We had a busy weekedd after all, Saturday the Sowdens
Just back from Honolulu made guite a visit of an hour but had had tea,
then Linnie and Christine arrived but we had to do some errands so they
didn't stay long. lhat evening ® were expecting a Mrs Lloyd who has
been "‘here a yearLfrcm Calgaryg met her when she collected for ?be Red
Cross. Che had some friends coming up for the weekend and didn't know _
how to entertain them so I said to bring them fvegﬁgﬁge hav £%§§ﬁg
in China 30 years , were teachers in a mission®°%% ﬁﬁﬁﬁisﬁ' otq =
came to Calgary from China just 2 years ago and are teaching at Mt
foyal college a most interesting coupile. Before they arrived Ken and
tyelyn Ford meriwedx came, he is an engineer with the Government. So

stayed on and seemed to enjoy talking so much
they left. late for hoth of us. From 8 until

£ was one A.M. when
is gquite a stretch.

we had quite an evening. The Wilmots were heag until 11 and the Fords

Sunday, yesterday we sleft until after 8, we have been
getting up at 7 most mornings now it is light early. Then Pete thought
he wouldn't paint after a late night so about 11 we went up to see how
Willi Morant was getting on with the varnishing and painting she is
doing on their house while Nick is away. She had slept in and Just having
a late breakfast so we sat with her while she ate. Came back and made
our lunch. Ilhen in the afternoon Carrol Beiﬁand the little Mortimer girl
came to tell us the Wyatts would be down soon. Elsa came with her sister
Mrs Pelaz, who is Veronica's mother, and the baby in a basket. It was a
bit confusing with the three little girls . Elsa asking Pete about
photography the baby crying and needing attention quite aften and I
trying to make tea and toast buns and talk to the sister Just from New
York, It was funny in a way. She is very nice, quite south American
looking, at least Spanish looking and young. I asked her if she had been
to the Hispanic Museum in New York and she never had, so showed her the
photographs of Sorolla's murals , then if she knew where the Roerich
pictur s were, she had never heard of those either. She was surprised to
come to Banff and having lived in “ew York not know of the places we did!
But I guess she just hadn't happened to hear of them.

We had a guiet evening last night and I did write some letter
#ill answer yours soon as I have them hear to look over.

on't send .any morg National Geographics am we get them
each month. ﬁ@'in. M&WM F%m -

Heaps of love,

CoBhanre




Banff,alberta.
fled.April 6,1955
Dearest Mother,

Spring seems to be here all of a sudden and it is
hard to stay lndoors,yet a little wet to rake the grass. It was 55
to-day and says _65 to-morrow, will seem too hot to work outdoors
then. The snow has gone so nicely, not too gast but just disappeared
without too many deep puddles, we have none between us and the river
and only & few patches at the back where it drifted in that last
storm. We even have one larkspur showing next the house, up about
£ inches and out the west road we saw a lovely bluebird night before
last. It feels like spring and no wind, just a warm sun and it is
really lovely. If Pete wasn't anxious to finish his paintings before
sunmer we would go sketching, I guess we will have another snow storm
but it shouldn't stay long. Maybe it is an early spring, I hope so.

b Yesterday we painted in the morning and then were

just putting the heat on in Pete's mother's house in case she comes
home soon, when the Walter Phillips walkéd in. They have been in
% Texas on a visit and wanted to see the paintings. It wastbout three
for we had been over town on an errand before that. While they were
upstairs seeing the gictures I made tea and in the midst of tea iir
Paris came to return Grandpa's book on Mars he has been reading. So
we had quite a nice wisit. Mr Paris loves a few listeners for his tales

of the old days.But by the time the Phillips had left and we took ¥r
Paris home it was after five so we didn t get much chance to rake or
do anything outside., Went for a short drive instead.

Mr Phillips wondered if we had ever heard of " the
Central Galleries " in New York. They had written him about his pictures
asking if he would drop in when he was in “ew York. They have never
been to New York so he wondered if I knew. He knows the Grand Central
gallery but this seemed to be just called " the Central Galleries
Maybe “rsSohier would know.

Then to-day we palnted again before lunch and Verne
Castella came at one to figure out some wood to attach some lights
to in the living room to give bebter light to the paintings. Cecil
Philpott came too to show him what he needed for the fixtures; then
Verne went to order the wood, They are good at the lumber yard and if
a truck is available will diliver it right away. They came soon but
it was the wrong stuff so had to go back and get what Verne had ogdered
whichall took time, but he worked on scmething else in the meantime.
I decided to shine the copper kettles and sit in the sun, and got theee
done when Tilley Moffat arrived, she is just back from Honolulu and
wanted to tell us all about it, I was just making tea when Galdys and
Noel Gardiner came, they have been 1n Jasper all winter. So with Verne
there wase six of us for tea, We had a good time. Verne went back to
his work and then Tilley had to go and it was nearly six when the
Gardiners left. It was ®%ill so nice out that we took a ride up the

fiegt road to see wherg are slashing for the new, Trans, Canagsg
E—[ii,\'ay, W ons m&m \mﬁ& e D, Noad m
0 m'\wo\&i% w me'&.& qua
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And now to anskér some of your letters I may have missed out

on.

You know I did remember your wedding anniversary March first
and then when I thought of mentioning it < began to think it was
on the 4th of March and now I realize it was the twins bjrthday
on the 4th. I am so poor remembering dates, can never remember ReteS
birthday without a great effort and looking it up.

I see that bMusty 1s to be with you three weeks, that seems a
nice long vacation. The kids here get Just ten days, from to-morrow
until a week from Monday.

Have you been to the Art exhibit at the €@oncord Lifrary ?
Seems funny you have had no birds this winter, we haven t had many
feeding but think they liked the cones onthe spruce treés so much they
prefered them to crumbs. We had an unusual amount of comes, I raked
up a whole wheelbarrowfull under one spruce tree and you know how
tiny the cones of spruce are. We have a couple of magpies building
a nest in an aspen tree where we can see it from the back of the
house. Pete noticed one bird with a huge stick put it intoc a treetop
and a few days later we saw the start of a nest. It is really big now.
all big sticks and about 4 feet high and 2 feet across.

About the Campbell pictures. Did you want them back to put in
the book ? If so 1 can send them back, the black and white ones I

mean., I mean't to send you a recent letter from them, will lock it up.
Ujid you want Frances and Gils notes and cards & letters back?
Wasn't it interesting that Hannah Higgins was there and also the
Websters.
How was Mrs Wayman's book on Cardinal O'Connel ? I would be
more interested in the one on Mr Vumaine knowing the family. Actually

I don't get much time for reading, we go to bed early and are busy
all day.

It is bedtime s0 all for now.

Loads of love,
c ST,

Hﬁluji%btii. N C(ka S\EQLLRAA' jt
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Banff,Alberta,

Sun.April 10, R855,

Dearest Hother,

Easter morning but it doesn't look too much like one.
We had such lovely spring weather last week, especially Wednesday
and Thursday, then it was windy Friday and yesterday rained off and
on most of the day, was mild but turned to snow inthe night so we
woke this morning to find 2 inches of wet snow and it looks as if
it would take all day to melt as the sun is not out except momentarily.
4 little hard ¢n the spring bonnets!

Haven't done anything much the last few days. “Yood
Friday is always a holiday here and a lot of Calgary people drove up
for the long weekend, I expect besause of the springlike weather,
and poor things not much to do when it rained yesterday. And too
mild for the skiing to be good for the young ones.

¥rigay Thursday Verne was here figing a board for
our new lights to be attached to in the living room and Barbara was
over, forget who else. Friday Sam was working in the shop andcame
over just before lunch, he had had a late breakfast but I Euess
the baked ham we had smelt good, anyway he stayed. I forgot Nick
llorant arrived on the train which we met that sose morning and the
train was late as well so it was a rather late lunch we had.

lhen yesterday Saturday was the usual tidying up the
house and errands for the weekend. The Grocery stores decided to
stay @losed this winter on Mondays as it was always a slow day,
then the other stores thought Wednesday afternoon better so close
then, with the result neither Monday nor Wednesday is good for
shoppers. The worst of it is planning enough for Sat. Sun and Mon
every week. We went to a funeral too yesterday afternoon . Verne
was here at ten in the morning and then back for an hour in the
afternoon to finish a railing on the back stair case. and “usan
Mather came in about 4 o'clock to return a book and say heglo.
“he had to go to a French lesson as she is being tutored during her
vacation as she has departmental exams to take this spring, like
Rusty and his college boards. How did he do in the ones he took %
I didn't realize some could be taken so early, but Susan has a
friend who's father is in business in Caggary, an American girl and
she is worried as she wants to get into Smith college, Then last
night I mounted slides while listening to a hockey game. Oh yes
we had Vic Ball after lunch, from Calgary, and Steam Watt to
turn) on Pete'!s Mother!'s wate!? got everything set and found it
was frozen af the governemnt.end so now we will have to wait until
Tuesday QoL Covea &(lw -

> a ﬁ To-day has been funny for we were up early, then
2 to make some prints from a negative Nick lemh us
which we did, As it was getting sunny out we thought to get some

Pete




air up the West road and sethow much slashing they had done on the
new road, It was lovely and sunny up that way and pretty cloud
effects, Then we thought to bhave an early lunch and were just getiing
under way when the Prossers came to call after their late breakfast.
and they stayed about an hour Bo instead of eating at noon we ate

at 1.30. Then went to see what time Nick wanted us to take them &%
to the station and by then it was cold and raw out and snow flurries.
The other snow has melted where the sun hit, Actually it is typical
spring weather. The river is opening up., a good sign of spring.

This is a heck of a letter so far, all interrupted and
we have been trying to find a film we can't remember seeing for two
years, oh well maybe it will turn up if I spring clean!

We had such a nice Batter letter and lovely card of
Cezarnne's from Mercelia. It was good of her to write and also to
take the trouble to mark another Water color Exhibit program thing.
Nice to hear about the pictures and what they were like, and the Johrm
Marin ones . I shall be writing her soon I hope for we did e-njoy
her letter so much and hearing about you and Rusty as well.

You spoke of the Mayflowers near the pool, Are they
real ones 7 the kind one used to buy on the streets in Boston that
smelt so sweet., It @mst be nice having Hanne to walk with you in
the garden now it is spring.

What a shame David “ewbury broke his leg skilng, Is
it the kind they put in a walking east so he can get about easily 7
Guite a lot break their legs here too.

My paintings aren't coming along too well, are still
in the stage of beilng seraped out, but you shall have one if I
can get one fimhkshed soon.

I must get supper ready now for Nick and Willi who will
just have time to eat a bite before their train. We pick them up at
quarter to five and they leave an hour later.

ILoads of love and will send this with the letters I
didn t get away before.

A ﬁ&ﬁﬁw “Clm
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Banff,Alberta.

Friday,&pril 15,1955

Dearest Mother,

baven't had a chance to write an uninterrupted letter
for ages, but Pete is painting upstairs and we were up early this A.M.
No use my starting as to-morrow is Saturday and that is the one day
I go through the house and change sheets etc. and then Sunday is un-
predictable and Monday the men come to change our furnace to gas.

Next week will be a busy one for us, Gottke the furnace
man is to dismantle the old oil furnace and sét up the new more compact
one temporarily, then he has men to bkild a 6 inch platform for the new
one to sit on so that when the water comes into the basement it won't
touch the furnace , after that is dry they will move it onto the
platform but we won't be without heat in the house. Steam Watt is to
come to do the Gas connections and also turn onthe water in Mom's house
then the Gas men will dome to install the gas meter, and the electrician
to do the controls and finish the new lights in the front room, Egﬁmﬂth

50 We

liles LaCasse is to stapt Monday washing down the outside wallsj‘
can put on a coat of something, and Verne is to be here in case”we
need any cutting dome, so I expect the yard will be full of cars!

We thought it easier to have everything done at once. Mrs Pomell will
probably come to clean Mom's house for she 1s coming home the end of

the month we expect, Her brother's wife has been ill so won't be
coming with her but one of the Grandaughters with the baby Will come
from Vannouver so that will be a great help. Yon't know how long she
will stay but we will see how it all works out.

Ihls has been a very upset week for us .Monday Mr
Lonsdale came down about eleven to tell us of Ted Paris dying so
suddenly, maybe I told you, he shot himself and it is all very sad.
His wife is almost a mental case, nothing really wrong with her but
he gave into her ggg;ger'mgther so much that he couldn_t do a thing.
We blame the mother: n't think of her as smything but %E osd g
fashioned witch that has cast a spell on her daughter and hib
Major Jennings was superintendent of the park for several years and
they all liked him but didnf{t feel the dame about hém, and he
finally died of a heart attack and no one surprised. Poor Ted he had
a most unhappy time and yet was devoted and loyal to his wife, she
wouldn't let him out of her sight hardly and his sister-in~law
Lvy Paris ran his store for him, he rarely could get there himsalf.
fle would ask people's advise and they went to all srts of doctors
to try and cure his wife Kay Hennings but he could never carry out
what the doctor's advised or his friends., 4t was indeed a sad case.

Pete hWas brought up with the Paris family, Cyril
being his best friend and so we went right over on Monday and
again to see Gepbge the father in the afternoon, and 1 did the
shopping for food as well. Maybe that was Tuesday, for George and
his daughter who was luckily up from Calgary over the weekend canme

over here Tuesday afternoon for tea and then Wednesday @as the funeral
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Jonny was over Tuesday evening and later Barbara while we
were trying to Y¥isted to a hockey game so didn t get much done that
night and then Werdnesday afternoon after the funeral we waited and
took George and Georgie out for a bit of air about 5 O'clock. &r
Paris 1s really quite wonderful about it all but then perhaps an older
person doesn't take it all in as quickly. They wanted us to come over
that night to Cyrikls and Mary Paris 's for supper which we did
Everyone is so good here about taking in food, They had a big cold ham
and a turkey and potatoe sdddd and a green salad and a wonderful
pudding .41l the Parises were there and Syd Worts and Ethel Enight and
an Edward Young or Bdmund. He used to live here as a bcy. Guite a lot
of us but I think we helped a bit as they were sort of flked out and
we added a new interest so to speak. We all had 2 nice time and came
home about 10,30 but were tired yesterday.

4+t was sort of a strain and all the comings and going and
things to think about. #r Lonsdale was also in Wednesday between the
drive and going to supper. He had been out and painted his first out-
door sketch and was so thrilled over it., His hands stiff with cold
but he full of excitement. It really is Bunny , for when I first came
to Banff he was a rather stiff United Church minister and a bit stern.
He Bvidehbhly has always wanted to paint but never knew auite how to
start and is scon to retire and his wife was worried about what he would
do with his spare time, she needn't worry now . His sketch was surprise-
ingly igood and showed he had learned a lot from Pete during the winter.

I think that book you mentioned " the Overloaded Ark " by
Gerald M, Turrell sounds ®ery good, it would be Jjust fine for my birth-

day . Have you read " Royal Chef " by Gabriel Tschumi ? it is about
a chef for the Royal Family for many years. 1 Wl%%L n% ﬁ to you,if
you h%fen t seen 1t for think you would enjoy it mi

WA DY
ﬂ Wg were interested in Louisa Manieere's letterg,and it is funny
but 1 must inher¥it impulses from you, for right away 1 thought how
nice it would be to send her something towards her trip, even if I
have never met her I have heard a lot of fine things about her and also
feel she deserves the best one can do for her. Then of course I
realized she had left by the time I read the letter and no address,
Then I read the second letter and knew you had sent her something.
I do think it is fun to help in unexpected ways like that and most
pecple really appreciate it and in turn help others in some way. Just
& bit extra makes so much difference.

If you have been able to get the books on the early west and
the Indians we wrote about, I think Cousin Bert would be awfully
interested in looking at them and reading them as he knows most of
the places in Montana etc. So lend them to him first, before mailing
them to us.

What a storm they had on the Cape, and so late in the year.
I must write Miss Cooke seeing she was so concerned when she heard we
had a bad storm in Canada.

We give our London News to lhe Simpsons as they find the
peclpe enjoy looking at them in the summer and usually have bhover
seen them. HowWNould they be for the Veterans hospital in Bedfordy
or whereever it is near you, the one Madie Hmattrick is interested in.




We sent for the Churchill special copy too should be ver
interesting.

That was a lovely long letter from you, It is nice that
Hanne can goand see Mrs Loring and Miss Barret for you amd as I
am sure it cheers them up no end seeing a friend come in.

I Imow there are lots of clippings I must seed one day
but just never seem to look them out, maybe L will get a chance
SDOTI «

We are having rather njce weather but as it goes down to
20 each night,the river hasn t opened except near the foot bridge
and even the lakes on the wedt road are not all open. There are
several BGanada Geese gquite near the road. Three Moose went through
our yard the other day right by the back of the house, such un-
gainly animals.

Must go dow, have just helped Pete put a frame on one of the
paintings, he has six small ones dons.

Loads of love,

Al -
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Banff ,Alta.

Mon.April 18,1355,

Dearest Hother,

Hard to realize it will be the 19th of April
to-morrow, somehow it never seems like it in Banff, especially
as to-day it is snowing and the wind from the east, not too
serious a storm by the looks as it is 30 above now.

We thought they would start to change furnaces
this morning but Ted Gottke came Saturday and asked if 10A M.
Tuesday would be 0.K. now with snow we are wondering if it would
be wiser to put it off until next week. Have had the electrician
and Steam Watt the plumber ( who at least is turning on Mom's
water ) and now Verne who was to do a bit of carpentering, is
here, and we still have the Gas men to install a meter to come.
It's been sort of an interrupted morning so gfar.

Satnrday was fairly busy as usual, Eldon was down
on business and later Jim cSimpson to see how the pictures were
coming on, and Little Jim about our old furnace thinking he had
a purchaser, in the meantime I gave a Danish firl a ride hdme and
got stuck havhg her show AL the house. Then in the afternocon Busan

Hather was over and later Cyril Paris and Byd Worts , the bank
manager and they-stayed to tea. I had been*to the Anglican Chmmch
tea and gotten a big cake and nut bread and cookies,

lgsterday we woke to find an inch of fresh snow
but it soon went when the sun came out. We went up to Norauay
to finish a roll of film we want to develope and that took the
rest of the monhing, then dinner and went for the mail which took
time as we ran inte a number of people to visit with. About 3.30
Bill and Marjorle Jamieson came down with two English girls, one
Denith who is the daughter of Marjorie's boss when she worked in
fngland and who mow has a job at the Banff Springs on reservations,
a very bright sort of girl and capable looking. The other Malsie
Kelly a friend of Marjorie's brother who is still in England. She
was most interesting being a " continuity Girl" for the movies.
der Jjob to keep track of what the actors were doing when they
stop a scene so when they start the next shot it will go on from
there, Whther they were sitting with their legs crossed or had
the bop button on thelir coat done up ete. She used to have her
own Moive company with six others until Arthur Bank took over most
of he studies and now she works for others. #as just been in
Hollywood for & months working on a big picture of the building of
the Pyramids in Egypt. Was in Egypt all during the filming. In
fact has been in all parts of the world and recently in Africa.
che is just a small efficiaent sort of person and fun to talk with.
“hey were here until after six, quite a strenuous visit for us
a5 they were interested in everyiing.




We were sure you wrote several weeks ago that the Jenny's
were coming to Banff so perhaps you just forgot they had told
you. I guess that they had hoped to stop off in Lake Louise
on their way,tc see the lake and if they are coming soon there
might not be any cars there to take them the % miles up the hill
to the lake and then to Banff. I have an idea it could be
arranged but not knowing when they expect cto come it is a little
hard to find out much. They often run trips to Lake Lonise and
back from Banff by car, but it depends on what time of year it is.
and sometimes the road goes to pleces in the spring in certaln places
and is elosed. But if she writes us we can find out.

I think too that the galleries Mr Phillips wanted to know
about are the Grand Central Galleries, I never heard of any others.
thanks for finding out what you could.

What fun Gale must have had fishing in Florida, too bad she
had ear trouble but nice she could stay over a few days longer so
Buss and Kitty could have the fun of her all to themselves, You
mast Keep on the lookout for her picture ! Thanks so much for
letting us read the fine letters.

You have had warm weather, we haven't as yet had it over 50*
but it felt lovely with no wind and a warm sun for a couple of
days. oure locks wintry out right now.

Thanks so much for getting.the books, we thought they would
be wonderful fo have and many people enjoy that Kjﬂﬁ, net too ﬂuﬂﬂ

to read and su sting pictures, wasg, sure nsin Berf woul
like them too. %&%Nil. M W‘T %

Thanks too for the lébters from Mildred and Cousin Jane.
Guess I had better go over town now.

Loads of love,

C oot
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Banff,Alberta.

Sunday,April 24,195

Dearest Mother,

Haven't written at all this week for it has been a
busy ocne for us in several ways, funny weathermthough not unusual
for this time of year. Lvery morning since last Sunday we have
am awakened to see it snowing or else an inch of fresh snow onthe
ground, It would then warm up to 35 or 40 and melt during the day only
to snow again during the night or early next day. Like spring showers
in the form of snow, some sun but not really warm. However we can't
complain for a storm which dummped 15 inches of snow on Calgary
Tuesday gnd 18 inehes at Exshaw(which is just as you come into the
mcuntaing\and even 6 inches at Canmore, 16 miles east, left us with
only £ 0&'3 inches which soon melted.

That was “uesday the day the furnace men were due from
Calgary to dismantle our old furnace and put up the new one tempmrarily,
We didN8t know if they would come or not when we heard on the radio of
#pL a foot of snow in Calgary, Steam Watt the plumber came about ten
fifteen and they hadn't arrived, he said he had to go to Canmore for a
small Job that afternoon but would be back by 4 O'clock, Cecil the
electrician also came, and no sooner had Watt left us than the truck
with two of the men arrived and soon after Ted Gottke who 1s the
heating engineer and directing the whole thing. they started right in
to work., T¥hemxafiwrxiumenx We kept the fireplace and kitchen garbage
burner goling &ll day for we had no heat for a time. Ules came in the
afternoon to go on washing the logs outside, he had done all but the
dormers, in spite of the snow most mornings. I think only one day he
could work all day.

Steam Watt never did get back uhtil supper time to
connect the gas so we told him as the house was still guite warm
to wait untlil next morning to do that when Ted would be here, The
two men and the truck returned to Calgary that same night but Ted
stayed over. Cyril was in at Tea time and Sam was in and out and
Verne came down to see if we needed him. It seemed to be a continual
coming and going. I cleaned out a cupboard a day in the mornings,
the china ones over the sink Tuesday as we were up very early that
mprning, the ones underneath and the drawers the next day and
Thursday the ones around the stove, and Friday the bottom of the
Wedsh dresser, so did get something done. Then spent a good deal of
time trying €o find the right kind 4 cleaner for Ules that he ran out
of ete. as well as the usual errands.

We were warm enough Tuesday night with only the fireplace
and stove as the house was not chilled off. Had Steam not been dealyed
we would have had gravity heat from the gas furnace that night but he
came ear.y Wednesday with Ted and they connected it up, Cecil too to
wire the thing. Then Earl Yensen came to put in the forms for the
concrete slab the new furnace is to sit on so it will be above any
water we get into the basement from seepage when the river is high.




Max Sbhnieder and four men appeared after lunch on Wednesday mith

a small cement mixer on a truck and while I was doing dishes they
mixed enough cement and carried it downstairs to make the slab. a
most efficient job. After they had gone Pete and Earl took over

and chinked or cawlked the cracks in the floor which had been under
the old furnace where theK couldn't get at them before. I washed the
windows downstairs where Ules had dripped the Die- a-do cleaner as

it was.nice outside. Had just gotten around to the front when ar
Lonwd the United Church Minister came in to see how we were making
out, down into the basement he went, and 1 started again and Jimmy
Simpson arrived, He too wanished into the cellar, by then it was time
for tea so I made that only to find Jimmy had gone but Mr lonsdale
seeml to enjoy being in on the fun. We have had some rather Jolly
tea parties with Ules liking his cups and a smoke, as it is cold to
be scrubing logs, and Berl Jensen being glad to get off his knees in
the hot basement.

Thursday was a quiet day so the cement could set. We were
busy all day, I forget Just what, more cupboards for me and I think
I helped Pete Prame a picthre and Ules was here, We also went to the
train thinking that Maisie Kelly was to leave but found out it was
Friday she was to go, we also had Patsy “acKenzie and a friend from
the lLaurentians, Wally Crocket in and then a rather late supper and
hoped for a cuiet evendgg but Herb,his wife ivy.,and Zona Baris came
in and stayed until after ten. It was a nice vi%it but we knew the
next day was to be a busy one with the men from Calgary again to
set up the furnace perménently abd join up the duct work.

We were up real early Friday and they came soon after nine.

Ted Gottke too, Cecil to wire and Steam to connect the gas and

there was pounding and whatnot going on all day. We knew Cis Ward

had been sick so after cleaning out a few cupboards in the Welsh Dresser
I went to ask Sam , working at the Homestead and he asked if I would

go up to see Wow sick I thought she was, he left the door open so
sald"Walk in; I did and nearly scared her to death for she was up and
dressed in the kitchen and didn't hear me call. She felt better but

her cough is bad, then back to Sam and ran,into Mrs Lloyd who brought

the coule from &hina over here several weeks ago. and from then on it
was a rush all dgg, had barely finished the lunch dishes when Maisie
Kelly came to say good-gye and we showed her some slides of Indians in
the viewer until it was time to get tea for the men and just as we

had it ready they started bringing up the old furnace which is the
heaviest thing and barely will go through the doorways. Steam engineered
that. Ules and Maisie and 1 started tea, themx@ewgil and Pete, then
€eeitxand Steam came and they had just finished when the two Calgary lads
came in, Pete sald when they ceme downstairs again they said " Ted.

guess where we were, at a real tea party, that never happened in Calgary"
Then Ted and Cecil arrived for theirs, daisie is the kind to enjoy things
and she got guite a kick out of it. I took her home and had Just gotten
back when Linnie Becker came to show ugher serap book on Norway, so

I burriedly glanced at that for it was near train time s=o Iynnie and

I went to see Malsie off with the Jamiesons. Lynnie was all excited to
find that when the picture of the building of the Pyramids comes out
Maisie's name will be listed as one of those making it. It was quite a
day.

dust go now for the mail
Thankg for your wonderful long letter written on

the 19th. | \ft g&h QR-QCM{
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Banff,Alberfa.
Tues.April 26,1355

Dearest Mother,

It is snowing hard this morning, a storm from the
south much like a week ago. In fact most every morning for the last
week we have woMEn to find snow on the ground or coming down. Sinee
they started putting the furnace in a week Ago we have been sort of
off schedule but to-day Pete is painting again and no men around.

: +he end of the week was awfully hectic. especially
Friday when the men moved the new furnace onto the new concrete block
in the basement and set it up permanéntly, they arrived about 2 from
Lalgary and worked all day, Steam coming to connect the gas and

Cecil Philpott to do the wiring. Before + had cleaned up from the

lunch dishes Maisie ®ellg dropped in and L showed her as many of our
slides as possible of Indians and scenery in the viewer. She is a

great talker and so interesting telling us about a-show that a Sheik

in Egypt put on for their moving picttire group and the dancing Arab
horses and what the inside of the tents were like etc. Seems that

wnen they were talking of Canada the Shiek told them that the most
beautiful spot he thought was Banff and sake Louise.Bvidently a well
travelled man. She was Continuity girl on the plcture of the making

of the pyramids. About 2.30 I made tea dnd she seemed to snjoy it

with the men coming and going, then I took her back and no sooner go t
home than Lynnie Becker arrived from school to show us a book she is
working on about Norway. Found her a few things like a flag to copy

and then she went to the train with me to see Maisie of f. After Pete
hadn't gotten out all day so we drove Lynnie home about five thirty and
then went for a bit of a ride for the air, which made supper a bit late
and while eating that Mary Simpson and her mother dropped in. Mary is
Just back from Omaha and full of her winter, wanted to see the paintings
and of course we talked a lot and it was nine when they left and we had
all the tea dishes and supper dishes still to do. Were a bit tired
Saturday morning and Cecil came at 8 to fix the lights in the living
room. Look him all morning to do that and some downstairs. X E \}\& :

hard though let up in the late afternoon. There was a food sale at one
of the churches and just as I went Syd and Evelyn Worts came to see how
the paintings were coming along, they were still here when I hurried

i

I cleaned Saturday as usual but not too well:;QE wWas snowing

back but didn't stay for tea, 4s they went Willi #dorant arrived and later

Nick, Just back from a trip east, so they helped eat the cake T had
Just gotten at the sale. They were here until nearly supper time.
We were glad of a quiét evedng.

cunday was cold and clearing, a few snow saualls. Niek
wanted help in getting some pictures of the Hme new Streamlined tmains
the first one from the west was to come in Monday and the one from the
east arrives to-day/ Pete wanted to £ind a good spot to take it at the
station so we set out and as it happeded took the last number 2 from
the west as it came in, for theilare to use thgjnumbers on the new
w

train after this. # 1 and # 2 be The Canadian.




We didn't find a good spot begause of so many wires and what
not but spent most of the morning outdoors. When we got back fete
thought Nick and Willl had been here because of the tracks in the
driveway so we didn't go far all afternoon expecting them back., We
did go for the mail and I did get a couple of letters written but
otherwise didn't do much, just as well for one quiet day.

Monday, yesterday I washed and Pete changed one thing on one
picture, then Nick came to see if we would take pictures up near Lake
Louise for him, he was going to another spot and Willi would be set
up somewhere else to get the first' Canadian"from the west. We had
thought the station would be more interesting with the pecple but
as Nick seemed anxious for the others we said we would go there . It
was a lovely clear morning but clouded over with snow flurries later.
Jeff Staples adso came to see us in the morning and Dr MacKenzie to
see Pete paint, wants to watch him put the paint on, but it was too
confusing yesterday. We dashed out to do errands etc. and then just
as we finished lunch Ules arrived to finish the dormers and I made
tea to take and Pete had all the camera stuff picked out and off we
wehh about 1.30 not knowing how good the road would be and the train
was due to pass our point at 3.15. We got all set up, Pete to take
black and white and I color in the Leica. Pete should have used a
Leice for he could have taken a series of pictures but Nick wanted the
larger film size for his purposes. Therewere only two section men
working below us on the track and they shouted when the train first
whistied, were quite interested in our efforts. We took our pictures
and the train did look nice, all silver and streamlined and with two
dome cars and the people waved. Then we started home, stopping only to
take some sheep to finish up my roll. Sadn't been home mssre more than
a few minutes when Barbara Whyte cdlled in to see the pgintings, she
nad been to the station when the train arrived , said she had never seen
so many people out to see it. We were zpx sorry we didn t stay here for
one could get the pictures we took any day whereas the crowd would only
come out the first day.

After she left we wehit to the Morants with the film , they hadn't
teturned as yet but we met them later and Nick said to come up about
8.30 and he would have developed the black and whites. So we had supper
and I did the ironing and we changed our clothes and up we went. Willi
was the only one who got successful pictures. The holders that Nick
used had let in light and for some reason Pete's camera had moved and
his were a tiny bit out of focus, everything else O.K. However we had
a pleasant evening and met a Mr Simonds I think his name is. He 1s here
working on Walt Disnay pictures, has rented the house ne xt to the
Morants. ﬁé used to be a ranger in lellowstone in 12984 and 13935 and
thinks he ramembers Bert and Alma Newbury in the store at Mammoth.
ihinks Bousin Bert measured him for his ranger suit. He seems a very
likeable sort. He sortd of directs the nature movies and sees that they
don't make mistakes. Said in the Beaver Valley mixk picture there were
so many biological errors but in the one of the prairies there is only
one bad mistake. They are making one of the north now and he will be
in Bgnff for quite a mhile. Comes from Moran 1 think in Wyoming.

Here I mean't to write to answer all your nice letters and have
just rattled off what we have been doing. The book on Korea came
and the one of Jo Davidson which Mrs Simppon nas already borrowed.
I forgot that fete met Eiing th ®eith in China. The Ford book came

too and the Studios, I liked the gyjss paintings dn one cgpy so much.
éau&h{kvﬂ Wy Owo ,\W&\
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Banff,Alberta,

Thurs.&pril 28,1955,

Dearest Mother,

We have had the darndest weather in April, though
I don't think it 1s unusual to have snow flurries at this time of
year, but every morning for the last two weeks it seems as if we woke
to find snow on the ground or in the air and though the sun is out
Just now it was dark and snowing hard only a few minutes ago. It
seems hard to get things done, 1 had hoped to clean the kitchen this
week but when it is drak and gloomy one doesn't seem to make the
same headway and here I am writing letters instead of cleaning logs.

We just had a wire from Lila, Pete's sister at the
coast,and Marain, her daughter, and little baby are coming with Mom
and they expect to get here Sunday afternoon,”It is nearly a year
sinee Mom left for the coast and she is anxious to get back into her
own holte, though how it will work out I don't know. other times she
has been home about a month and then gotten sick and landed in the
hospital so hope 1t doesn 't happen like that again, It seems so hard
to find anyone she approves of to stay with her, she wants to be alone.

It must be just a year ago that Jean died, last
spring was such a mixed up one for us going back and forth to Edmonton

and the rest of the year has rushed by, hardly seems possible so many
months have passed. Am so glad you have Hanne with you for it must
have semmed empty in the front of the house, and so nice that she can
walk in the garden with you and be right near when you need her,

What fun it was that Gale could be with you for the
weekend , We are so interested in her trip to Eurcpe and what a wonderful
experience for her to study in Geneva, I remember it well, a lovely
city and not too large, I can still taste the delicious hot chécolate
and foesh rolls with fresh butter we had for breakfast sitting in the
sun the morning we arrived from the Dutch East lndies where it had been
so tropical and humid and hot. The air in Geneve mas so fresh and good
and made us feel all set up, the best breakfast I ever tasted,

Mildred will be with you now which is nice, She
must have had fun in New fork and glad the weather seemed nice.

Had & busy day yesterday especially in the f£ternoon.

Pete had a dentist appointment at nipe and then we shopped, he came
back to paint and I did a bit of cleaning, then we went to the P.O.
and bank after lunch and to see how €is Ward was. She still has an
awful cough and lying down, Sam not feeling too well either, it was
a miserable bug they got. ihen home and Mr Lonsdale came as we were
away Monday and Fete Haskins soon after. He has only just arrived
from England to be with his aunt Mrs Greenham who had the private
school here that Jean Lindsay went to. Peteris a nephew and one of
the evacue children who was here during "the war we knew him then
and he has always written to us. Are invited up to Mrs Greenhams
Sunday to a buffet supper. We had tea and then Barbara came as ®ll




50 there was much talk and 5.%0 when she left. the others goling
sooner. Bubby is coming home for a short vacation Monday, she went
to the coast last fall for her"interneship"in the General Hospital
in Vancouver, where she will get her degree in Home Economics.

We then went for a short ride before supper and had a quiet
evening . Today Pete has been working on the last four paintings
and I cleaned one part of the kitchen , but seem to be slowed down
by the dull weather and snow in the air. flaybe i will do better

to-morrow . Mrs Powell is rushing about cleaning up Yom's house
this afternoon and is coming again to-morrow which is just lucky
we could get her,

Tuesday we tried to take more pictures at the station of the
first streamliner from Montreal to arrive, but it was snowing hard
and a miserable day.

Bad such a fine letter from Cousin Bert yesterday, it was
so interesting we are going to put it in the Jackson book when it
comes. There is no hurry in sending the books if anyone like Ebbs
or Fpances want to look at them first. They are books we want to
have for reference and to lend too. It's funny but when Mrs Simpson
saw the book she asked if Jackson Hole wasn't named after the
photographer and Cousin Bert thinks so too.

This isn't an answer to your letters as I had intended but
we are golng out soon.

Loads of love,

C Sorwwne.

E.S. Nick ﬁo;rant told us a traveling salesman's story the other day.
eems the salesman wa raveling on a sleeper and was awfully sleepy
SBak;

when he got upje nto the men's wash room. He looked down

at his feet and found he had one black show and one brown shoe on,

he scratched his head and the porter came along, so he said to him,

" Porter, have you ever seen anything like that, one black shoe and
cne brown? " The Porter thought a minute and then replied, " XYes,sir,
I have " a long pause, " seems to me a man got off the train at
grand?n several houbs ago and he was wearing one black shoe and one
rownl "




Banff,Alta.
Tues.May 33,1955,

Dearest Mother,

Guess you are wondering why 1 haven't written before
now, but there just hasn't been time to sit down long enough. Did I
tell you”lhursday we had a wire from Lila, Pete's sister at the coast,
that HMom and Marian were coming on the new train Sunday, so we got
Mrs Powell bus% cleaning the house to have it all ready for them, She
was there all Thursday afternoon. Just as we were going to have supper
that night ,Young Cliff came to the door and said he had sad news for
us, I thought of his father, but it was Mom. She had died suddenly that
afterncon.

Seems she went down town to do some last minute shopping
in the Hudson's Bay , was buying rope for her trunk in the basement and
evidently dropped dead, the nurse was called and they got the inhal&?nr
etc. but she had gone. Mayvis , one grandaughter works in the children's
Dept. and Marian and her husband were in the store atthe same time but
| none of them knew anything about it. It must have been an awful shock
/ to them, mather hard for us to realize as it is nearly a year shece

{ she left Banff,but nice to think she was so happy about coming home.

From then on we have been busy as you may imagine, We
had our supper while Cliff went to tell Yackie, then we went up as it
was necessary to get an undertaker imx€ from this end to contact one
in Vancouver, vackie and Florence had both gone all to pileces which
didn't make it any easier, However he was sure Mom would have wanted
Gooder Brothers to do it, Bmtwe but Pete thought it would be far easier
to have the local ones handle it and make arrangements. So we went up to
see Syd Vallance as we knew he had made out her Will, he thought Gooder
Bros. best too, so back to Jackie to say Syd would telephone Calgary,
Jackie hasn't a phone and neither have we. Do Syd ®id that and we waited
until ten for a message back xizikimgxwithx€yd.at the Vallances. As
no word came he said he would come down as soon as Mr Gooder called him
in the morning.

So Friday 1 ran around telling close frie nds and
seeing if Mrs Powell would come that afternoon to finish the house asgc.
she had definite wishes of wamkedxtaxbexkuried wanting a house funeral
and Eastern Star service. Yackie and Florence were down early and Billy
Alexander about the service and in fact a continual lot of people all
that day and Staurday and Sunday as well . Everyone was very good about
nhelping. But what with seeing people and they coming here it was a
busy time. Ha¥hgg it all happen at the coast complicated things and as
she died in a store the police wouldn't release the body until all was
0.K. #he doctors papers saying it was heart didn't help as he hadn't
seen her for so long and they had to have an autopsy etc, smyfwauxit
was settled for %arian to come anyway as planned as Lila didn t feel
she could, and she had to go through to Calgary with the body. Such
a lot of planning and figuring and Yackie was more nuisance than help
really so it all fell on us and young Cliff.




Jackie was sure the Will was iIn ® a box on the north wall in
Mom's house." so Syd hunted with us through the house for a couple
of hours Friday afternocon and we could find mo Will. so we went back to
his house and telephoned Vacnouver and it was there, Mom had taken 1t
with her and they hadn't thought to mention it!

Then Saturday afternoon when we might have had some time, Yackie
came down for the white Starf dress that Mom wanted to be buried in,
One she had worn as Chaplain of the Star for 26 years, “arian had told
us she would come on Sunday as planned but Jackie insisted Jg it was
Saturday afternoon as he had belephoned Lila that morning, and so we
were afraid the plans had been changed and all went to the train, as
the dress was tg be given to Marian to be handed to Mrg Gooder. YUf
course she wasngt on the train that day, Jackie had gotten mixed up.
and another afternoon spent

Sunday she did come thomggkt through and we had & hurried five
minutéds

ﬁ“&?&&&am
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Banff ,“lberta.

Sunday,May 8,19

Dearest lMother,

There just hasn't been a chance to write this last
week but maybe to-night I can. Either someone is coming or going or
just being here, Marian has had her lunch and suppers with us but

sleeping up at Mom's house which she has been busy cleaning out.
At least deciding on who should have what. She foes to-day .

- I have been h&éping her every day, go up after
breakfast and even some evenings. Now Bubby is here and Jonny so
will just send this along so you will know we are 0.K.

%'wg\c\.\ MG‘T&\ 7,&’— -
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Banff ,Alta.
Mon.May 9,1955.

Dearest Mother,

First thihg I want to do is write you a decent letter,
Seems I am a good 11 days behind in most everything including such
things as cleaning out the frig. and it is even hard to know where to
start telling you about everything! Such a lot of things to see about
and people coming and going and notes to write etc.

N It was a week ago Thursday that we were getting the
house ready for Pete's mother, Mrs Powell cleaning and we expected her
sunday with her oldest grandaughter Hdarian coming from the coast with
her. That evening we got the news that she had died suddenly while
shopping in the Hudson's Pay store iIn Vancouver. %arddn and her husband
Doug, were in the store at the time and Mavis works there, but of course
none of them knew a thing about it. Mom had gone out of tn91r house
joking and went down town alone for last minute shopping and I expect
she was doing a little too much and excited to be coming home and
that may have caused her heart attack. a wonderful way to go so

* suddenly mhen she was happy but an awful shock to them in Vancouver.

There was lots of arranging to do and with Lila the
daughter in Vancouver, the undertaker from Calgary and neither Jackie
or Pete with phones, messages had to be sent back and forth but
in the end it all went well,

I think I told you about Friday, then Baturday there
was lots to do and Mary Simpson kindly offered to eclean up the yard
and Kenneth Campbell came to help tidy a pile of<ement blocks we had
dumped at the back of Mom's house from the store, she hated a mess so
he cleaned that up, Esmpil Then as we had Just finished lunch I amde

him another maal he had been so good about it., Is a cousin of Pete's,
There were all sorts of people coming and going too.

Then “unday we got up about 6.30 and while Pete
cleaned the streaks off our downstairs windows left by Ules LeCasse
washing the house, I waxed the kitchen flocor. FPete helped first to
wash it for I had been in the midst of housecleaning ihat week and
left the floor longer than usuval and it bad no finish on it at all
and expecting lots of people in we thought we should tidy up our house
a bit., Moved all the unread magazines and odd books and my painting
things ete. upstairs so they could all find a place to sit when they
came to tea after the funeral. result we can't find anything now.It
is somekhere upstairs and In it's place odd things like pictures,
violins, sleigh bells, old photographs we have promised to store for
Cliff, odd anticues are piled in their place in the front foom %
Edmee came down Sunday night I think it was.

Marian came azxplammedxSunday on the same train as
planned but had to go through to Calgary with Mom, Mr Gooder the
undertaker meeting her, Then she took the early train up Monday
morning. lhat was a aay, Met her at 3.50 and boought her to our house,
cooked her bacon and eggs as she hadn't had time for breakfast. Then




she spoke of her brother David going through to the coast from

#*oronto on his holidays, Pete checked the timetable and we fipgured

he might go through that morning, the Stockands aren't noted for
planning ahead or thinking of things in time. So down #arain and I
went to the station and sure enough he came in on the train from the
east atl0,.,45. We spoke to the conductor and they arranged for him to
get off the ¥vain in Banff and stay over for the funeral which made it
nicer for Marian having her brother here. They were both here for

lunch with us, were Just wabhking up when three Indians arrived, George
McLlean, with a wonderful cap on, a sort of animals tale hanging over
the side and just fastened on the top of the cap, the kind with a

small visor, Wish you could have seen him tg€lling us that he wore it

to show he was an individual and & man of nature, the tale bobbing over
one eye. Jonny Bearspaw and & young Indian artist, Frank ERagults was
with him. Pete was anxious to ask them about the paintings and they
“must have been upstairs for an hour, a great belp in many ways. Tk

That morning I had also gotten Mrs Powell at 10.30 to be in Xhe
Mom's house and the undertakers had arrived about 11 and “rs Powell
and I had taken the cards off all the flowers and marked what they were
and there were an awful lot, 50 in all. The funeral was from the house
as Mom had wished. Pete was busy with people coming and ®r Gooder to
plan the way the cars should line up as the Eastern Star had about 30
peodle in their ceremony. Yackie in the meamntime had taken #®arian
and David around town in his car, Well it was just as easy dolng
things at the house with Mrs Powell, Sam Ward helped figure how to
arrange thingks too and took off doors and all in all everyfone helped.

Luckily the funeral wasn't until 3 o'clock for the Calgary
relatives arrived after lunch and the Indians finally left Pete and
it was time to go up to the house. ¥r Lonsdale conducted the serviees,
the house just held the relatives and close friends and the others
stood outside but we could all hear him. +hen at the gemetery he
did the first part, then the Eastern Star had quite a sefvice, something
like a #asonic funeral, each of 5 ladies reciting esomething and dooping
a different colored flower intd thesgrave and then a prayer etc. and
all the members walked around and @laced a bit of fern on the coffin.
But the nicest part of all was the Indians. There were three older ones.
Tom Powderface gave a little talk, or said a few words, then John
Hunter said a prayer in Stoney and then with Ceorge Meclean they all
sang & hymn in Stoney, " In the #weet bye and bye " #r Lonsdale thought
it was. They did it with their own kind of harmony and several peolple
have spoken of how beautifully they did it keeping in perfect tune.
Mr Gainer said he never knew of % white people who could do it and all
over 70,

We had asked the relations and pallbearers and their wives to
tea afterwards and they all came, fBarl Moore and Edmee said they would
help and they made the tea, replenished the plates and washed cups.

Cis Ward passed the cream and sugar and Bev helped too and there were
40 here, most came in the beginiing and all at once and they seemed to
enjoy themselves. Some of the Pallbeezers we have always known but
they haven't been to the house or their wives and then the relatives
from Calgary were alsc oldtimers and they hadn't seen each other for
years £o they really enjoyed being to-gether, the three Indians came
back and sat at the kitchen table and Jimmy Simpson told stories to

George Mcrean and Jonny and Harold %ot a real kick out of that as weil
as Cyrqil Paris and Syd Wopots from he bank. 1t was all very - informa.




and with groups of them going upstairs to see the paintings Pete
has done it left enough room for everyone to sit down and talk.

I forgot only three things to do, light the fire in the fireplace
and take off the bopdd we have over it, comb my hair after taking
my hat off and using up the 3 or 4 dozen cookies Mr Londdale had
brought us as a present from the ghurch tea on Saturday. We had
enough to eat with witk sandwiehes Edmee brought and nut bread &%
cake and it was rather nice having so many of the oldtimers and hen
the young grandchildren and the Indians.

#ezrian and David went up to Bevs for supper which gave us a
breather, though Edmee came in as we were finishing ours to just talk
over the tea. and when Bev had supper all cooked and they were ready
to sit down to eat, they found all the chairs were still over at
Mom's house and the door locked!

We waitdd for “®arian as she was to sleep here, David hed to go
to Barbaras but they had been out for a walk and found an old frie
at the King Edward and Bavid thought it would be fun to sleep in a
hotel for once in Banff, So about 10.15 when they came down we drove
hig over and as Marian wanted to talk until late , as she hadn't seen
David since last fall, in the end we got a room at the hotel for her
too and it made it better all round for we could go to bed and still
had the yhoude to ourselves.

Tuesday we had a number of things to do as well as get David to
the train. Oh . yes “1iff, Pete's brother had arrived the night before
and we of course went up to see him at Bevs.and young Cliffs , they
live in the old house.

This morning Charlie Bgil has been here and Sam Ward and fow
it's time to go for food.

Lsads of love,

C T haranr




Banff,Alta.
May 12,1955

Dearest Mother

It's the middle of the morning but unless I start a
letter to you will not have anything to mail at noon. Such a lot has
been going on this past two weeks and most of the arranging has been
left to us. Jackie loves to feel important and is the executor of
Yom's estate but keeps putting off things, so with Marian here to
pick out what they wanted at the coast, as everything in the house
except certain articles and piletures left in her Will} all the
rest went to Lila to divide and Marian was acting for her as Lila

didn't want to come. Jackie took Cliff who arrived from Prince R®upert
Monday night, and Marian numerous rides but wouldn't come near the
house to pick out what he might want, Marian finally got a few things
he expressed a desire for and strangely enough everyone in the family
wanted different things and guite often picked presents they them-
selves had given Mom., ‘here was one awful embroidered swan, sort of
by hooked rug method that Mom had made in @alifornia and we didn't
know what to do with it, Florence ,Jackies 2nd. wife was thrilled to
have it ! and so it went. But”you know what a lot there is to look
over, We have a hetrogeneous @ot to put away down here, sometime
it will be interesting in the history of Banff perhaps or to a
historical soclety but in the meantime we will have to store it I
guess. I don't mind as long as it is marked and in boxes. I am
interested in things 1ike that myeelf and espegéially the colleetion
—of old photegraphs.

Just a rough outline of our last 10 days.
Monday the drd. was the funeral etc.
Tuesday David Stockand left on the morning train and Cliff had arrived
the night before from Prince fupert, no one thought he was coming and
he never let us know antil it was too late to postpone the funeral but
he had gone through one when Mildred died last fall so didn't mind.
He was down that morning, saw Pete's pictures » Went to train with
Marian and David and me, then uptown where he stopped every few minutes
to say hello to old friends. Marian was here for dinner and then I
started with her looking through things in the basement as Jackie didn't
think we should touch anything. There was the guestion of a list of
things to go to people, but it was never found and Mom had written on
each special article she wanted to go to various grandchlldren. Also
we wanted to take pictures of the house as it was and Pete and Marian
and I did that all evening, a nice record to have.

Wednesday.Cliff was down and I took he and Marian up to Syd ¥allances
to see if it was all right to start sorting and dividing things, and
he said to go ahead, Jackie gave us all copies of the Will later,

cam was down and Verne fiming up the boxes for camping in the Jeep,a
better arrangement we have thought of, Jean Kelly and her two children
were over inthe morning to see the paintings, and Doris Bray inthe
afternoon to collect for the Cancer and stopped long cenough to see
the pictures too. Syd Vallance came down to look through one box of
papers at loms in case there was a list and I went with him as dackie
had taken Cliff and Marian for a ride and supper later, So not much
done that day. We had tea as Mr Lonsdale alss came when oyd was here




and Verne was in for tea too, a rather busy afternoon for us.

Then Johnnie Walker the Express agent was here after supper to

see about renting the house of Mom's and while he was here Billy
Alexander came on the same mission , Luekily we have Eldon to look
after all the renting so just send them on to him but it invalves

a bit of a visit. Oh fes , Nick and Willi Morant dropped in too.
Thursday, Pete tried to keep painting most mornings and did that
day. Ules was back to oil the house, our logs which he had washed
previously, I was up at Mom's with Marian and Cliff,and we sorted
out all we couldd,sctually had a good time as so many things
reminded Cliff of stories and funny incidents. did more after lunch,
Verne was back measuring things on the Jeep and Bubby arrived fmem for
a holiday frog Vancouver and we met her after tea, Barbara was over
for that. iarian was here for supper and Nick anﬁﬁﬁ' i before with
the pictures I took in color of the'first Canadain™Trom the west.
They came out allright., That evening I spent looking over little
things with Marian, have lugged inumerable armfulls down to our
house, some in the wheel barrow like pictures and boxes.

Friday was an even busier day, fete was palnting and Dr Atkin came

o see the pictures as he has been away for a month or so, he stayed
nearly an hour, Cliff came down to see him and Norman Luxton arrived,
I was up at Mom's with Marian. Then ©°wen Hanson to see CIliff, Doth
L1iff and Marian were here for a steak dinner, easiest thing to havé.
and in the afternoon Pete had promised to take Lh# seven of the vun
paintings over to the museum to be hung. We had to get screws etec.
and just as we were lsaving Mr Lonsdale came with a sketch he had
just painted but we got over safely with the paintings Bpiled in the
back of the Jeep bm 3.80 and were at the museum all the rest of the
| afternoon. They went up well but as yet the lights are too blinding
. as one looks up. We had Jjust gotten home about 5.30 and hadn't sat
down when Mary Parls arrived and stayed about half an hour,

mprian was here for supper and then I drove her up to an old friends
for the evening and we were free to sit down quietly, must have read
the newspaper,
Saturday, my usual cleaning of the house for the weekend.and did the
washing and up to Mom's and the errands overtown. 8yd Vallance was
down and talked to Marian and there was a food sale so got a cake and
then we took some stuffed birds over to the museum that Xom had, an
Owl and “awk, I forgot, Bldon Walls was down to see the house for
renting purposes and Cyril Paris was over too after lunch, Also took
Marian with Mom's elothes to Mrs Powells and in the evening after
supper, went oyer to Barbaras.with Marian for a while and them left her
there. Savtu, S d W Il sy D
vunday.it was rainy and snow showers and we got up a little later,
Marian slept in the old house and made her own breakfast which was
nicer all round as she could look over papers ete. after she went to
bed. I spent the morning with Cliff and Marian up at the house doing
a last lock around, she had all their things in the front room and we
put ke rest in another toom and marked the furniture to go to the
coast. Pete drew in a new picture and painted, *®arian for dinner
and then Bubby came over so she went to the Post office with us while
M and Cliff went to the cemetery and soon it was time for the train
as darain went to Vancouver at &. We came back to relax but not for
long. Peggy Prosser came to tell us they were goint to the Campbells
for a couple of days if there was anything to send down, she made a

nice call and then Norman Knight we haven's seef for some time came in




be used to be one of the skiers at Skoki and has been in Florida

and Arizona the last few years workingd After he left we went up

to the house and brought down the garden tools etec. Then just after
supper 4r Scott came, we thought for a call but really for some packing
the furnace had come in, so we @uggested a drive out the west road to
see he slashing and he enjoyed that and we got the air.

donday, Pete was painting and Charlie Beil came to tell us he was off
on a bear bunt and stayed a while, then Sam was over, hadn't seen

nim as he is working at the Homestead just now. 1 also got the things
to send to the ranch to-getner and we took them to the Prossers.

After lunch and all afternocon young Cliff worked on the Jeep as there
was something wrong and it kept stalling on us. Casey Oliver came

to ask about a suite in the old White house and was here a while,
Verne was down to work on the boxes but Jeep was gone, it was ¢old awi
rainy anyway, Then Mr Lonsdale with a new sketch and that mean t tea,
and Cliff was down at supper time. I also wrote notes thanking people

Tuesday. I finished the notes, Cliff arrived and we went up to look
over the rest of the things Marian didn't want and Bev came to see if
there was anything she wanted and her mother, Mrs Pogue who has tiny
feet and found the rubbers and overshoes useful and Barbara and Bubby
were up too. % Jack was down to ask us for supper yeasterday,\ we
didn't go)and ook all morning, Verne was back againtoo. Eldon
down after lunch to show the Johnny Walkers over the house, and we
took one more picture to the museunm, Jimmy Simpson came to take out
the phone between the two houses and try to dix the buzzer while
1ittle David tried to fix my garden, grabingVhandfulls of earth with
a couple of plants at the same time, also thought it fun scattering
kindling from the woodpile, kept us busy keeping &n eye on him.

‘hen we took a drive so as to be free of callers. Barbara was over
with Mrs Derrick in evening and I showed her the house of Wom's,
Wednesday. I wrote a few notes, and packed away old fashioned clothes
into one trunk with moth balls and carried things up from Mom's
basement, Pete s painting, trying to finish the other pictures and
V,rne was down.i®e also went to the dentists and we did errands. Not
as hectic a day, but Verne was over in the afternoon and we also
went to the train at 6.30 to see David on his way back to loronto.
and Kldon was down about 5 feeling tired but to tell us the Walkers
would take the house, and also about a Rotary plan to have an
exhibition of pictures, Oh yes. #arjorie Crosbie was over with a
book Dr Leeshman had left for us, we had missed seeing him at noon
Ifguess.
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Dearest Mother,

Just a short note, Bubby bas been here for Sunday
dinner and in a few minutes we will go up for the mail then we
rather espect the Prossers to come round, they were in Cowley for
a couple of days with the Campbells on the ranch and brought us
fresh eggs, fresh homemade bread and butter and a big box of
crocus that ian had picked. They gooked so pretty, ours are only
just out in the mountains but it is being & late spring.

Such weather, nearly every morning we wake to find
a trace of snow on the ground or it is snowlng and then it rains a
little but no warm spring weather, the grass only a little tinge
of green in sunny places. Hardly a bud on the trees and the middle
of Hay.

I did =omething stupid the other day and only found
out this morning in looking through things on the desk, I have a
number of your letters as yet unanswered strewn through the other
plles and found one not even opened. Yon't know how that happened
but must have been when someone came in before we had looked at the |
mail, sometimes we get most of it read and the pamphlets not
looked at and th 1s might have been underneath. Anyway it was the
one about bBusty not getitimg passing his exams for Harvard. I sure
feel for him, but don't think he should be discouraged, just shows
he is twice as good ak something else than passing exams. Sometimes
things happen in a way that you don't see the good of until years
later and perhaps he just isn't mean't to go to Harvard and will be
a much better man for what it is he does. He will be called up any
way for the services before long and even if he didn't go to college
at all it wouldn't be so terrible, he will find his real interest
after a while, I expect he may be disappointed but hope he doesn't
take it too hard. Is he thinking of a smaller college? for perhaps
he would take to it better than a big one like Harvard anyway.

Have been busy in odd ways and lots of people dropping
in and things to see to. 1 hope to house clean this week if nothing
prevents,

Loads of love and will write a better letter soon.

C e omumse.




Banff,Alta.

May 20,1855,

Dearest iother,

We have had three days of springlike weather and
the buds are showing on the trees, cattalls on the aspens and
the river whdich was very low is now rising and quite muddy, the
grass getting green in sunny spots, rather a late spidmg and
last night a cold wind from the north and some rain but it is
clearing now.

opent most of this morning cleaning up the desk
sorting things out and writing a business letter to Russ, Pete
1s working on one of the last two pictures and when they are all
finsthed and hung, in the museum we will feel free to go out on
Ma sketching trip.,“I can't seem to get things done at all round
the house. There is always so much to do I never get started!
and there has been more than usual to see to in connection with
the things in Mom's house, Verne 1s still working on the Jeep
and then is to put up a shelf in the store room to hold the
boxes we haven't time now to logk over. Guess I dhouldn't like
old things.

Thanks so mueh for the letters of Fathers and
nis sister's., We were especially interested in the one about
electric welding and the envelope with the old stamp on it.
Now-a-days the whole envelope with the stamp and postmark giming
the date are the mostg valuable. I thought it was also interesting
where Marian Robb spoke of visiting a woman doctor in Mew York
in 18 97 1 think it was. It was a"Dr.Loring, a lddy physician
in N.Y? and in 1885.F I didn't know there were women doctors then.

Russell wrote that Gale had beenchosen May Day
sueen which must be quite an honor, it is nice to think she has
done so well at Briar cliff, Maybe if Rusty doesn't go to too large
a college he will do well in his way. #xexymu Heve you heard what
thelir summer plans are ? Hope husty doesn't have to go to summer
school, though it isn't too bad. Remember 1 took design there once
and Henry %eyes drove in with me most everyday.

I really enjoy writing to you but the last few
evening we have had company or looked over boxes of photogrpahs
and some letters etc.

Mildred may be with you this weekend or Sunday I
guess it is. We enjoy reading their letters that you send. Must
writethem as they wrote us such nice notes and Cousin Alam too.

I have written about 40 I guess since Hom died and a good many

Jjust cards that one signs. I never knew people sent so many

cards of sympathy, it is nice to have the Ehnugh% 531F31é Expresged
i or a few lines and then one doesn't fe gblige ) sen
igrgaiign a carg in Ehgnks, though ?cr c?ose Er?enﬂs 1-%ninﬁ a




s
real note nicer. Irman sent one from all the Antonangelis and

then wrote a 1ittle note on it which was nice of them.
It is nearly lunch time so will send just this much.

Think vour idea of an electric wheel chair quite sporting of

you, There was a lady in Honolulu who had a chair large enough

to hold two,side by side, and she drove it on the sidewalk very
slowly anq then stopped at the various stores to let her friend
shop, don 't know how it would work in a hilly district. but we

can just ptiéture you scooting about the garden with Hanne running
after and maybe Pietro warning you to keep out of the new bed

of pansies! Actually they have very light fadding wheelchairs
now-a-days for paraplegice who are paralized from the waist down.
I watched a man in Edmonton drive up to the hotel by himself in

a specialcar with hand contrédés, then he sort of shook the wheel
chair open on to the sidewalk and got in hémself, no one helped at
all and he was perfectly independent. You could easily have one
that folds up like the chair we gave youthat is so light and if
vou wanted to see Sted's garden, just put it In the car and he
wheeled round when you got there. A good plan to save your energy
for other things than walking about and tiring yourself out.

You could even use it just to d4it in now and then, might be easier
to whe&l a chair than to carry one.

Muast go. Heaps of love,

ﬁ " :“.I 4
W EXEA A NAAAD




Banff,#1ta.
oun.May 22,1955,

Dearest Mother,

We seem to be having a rather quiet holiday weekend,
They said it would be sunny and warm but yesterday morning it was so
dark and snowed such great big flakes(the size of silver dollars)that
Pete couldn't see to paint and to-day it is still overcast and a light
snow in the air all morning. Pete did work a bit this A M.while I
wrote notes. So far we haven't had many visitors which suits us fine
but with so much time I can't decide which thing to tackle so thought
I would just start a letter to you. I should mend a bit but will save
that until sometime Pete is sitting and talking, now he is upstairs,
he Jjust came down to wash out his paint bmushes so perhaps I won't get as
much af an undisturbed time as I thought!

A nice letter from you written the 18th. Your day was
much like some of ours, when you had a whole string of callers and
then Mrs Lee to lunch and went to the tea in the afternoon and came
home to find Mary with the pain in her foot. I didn't realize Arthritis
hbt one so suddenly though I know certain kinds are awfully painful.
Hope it is allgightnow. '

Monday, This is as far as I got. We started to look
over a box of old photographs of Mom's which she left to Cliff and
which we are to store here, had them half out of the big box before
supper and all spread about on card tables and then thought we could
finish in the evening, Jonny came and was quite interested too and then
Dr and 4rs Riley dropped in, it was a miserable evening and ralning
hard by then, They looked at some but of course we got them nicely
mixed up passing the most interesting ones around, then Susan Mather
dropped in and when we had coffee later I put the pictures back in the
box willy nilly to wait for a winter evening sometime, Might have it
to-night by the looks of it. It is snowing hard this morning and not
melting as it hits the ground, have about 3 inches of wet heavy snow
but it 1s 34 out so maybe it will melt and turn to rain. Such a shame
for it was a holiday and a nice long weekend for people, the first of
the season,

To-morrow the moving van and packer somes to take the
things for Lila to the coast. They are mostly in one room except for
pleces of furniture so it shouldn't be too difficult, then I have a
few things to deliver around and a lot of stuff to bring down here to
store, well not too much, and then the house will be ready for the
new tenants. Guess this year I won't take our spring cleaning very
seriously for we are anxious to get out for a change if the weather
clears. It is so hard to get at things when it is raining.

Now to answer just a few of your letters, What a
nice trip Louisa must be having in the 01d Country, seeing old
friends and visiting familiar places. So glad she got the chance
to go.

You mentioned going to get the Guild picture, thanks
s0 much , in case you haven't gone here is my card.




Actually I didn't work very hard those busy weeks, just a
steagly something to do and not in comnection with getting our house
in order for summer. The weather has been so unsettled and rather
cold and everyone seems to find it hard to get going. Thjs last week
I spent quisé a lot of time the three nice days cleanindﬂtbe 0il that
ran down the glass when Ules Oiled the house. had to use a razor blade,
Verne Castella was here fixing the boxes in the Jeep and so as he
needed the car for measurments as he worked;we only went out at noon
to shop and errands and that made lunch rather late and a short after-
noon.

We just had a letter from Lila, she wrote us about Kathy meeting
cne of the salesladies who worked inthe children's dep't. in the
basement of the Hudson's Bay. ( they have a suite in her house )
and Kathy ( Lila's daughter ) asked if she was there the day Mom
died and she said yes. that she saw Mom come in, walk over and look
at some things and ibat Mom looked as if she were golng to faint, so
she and another chlerk asked Mom if she was allright? She stocd for a
minute and said " yes," they turned away as Mom Walked towards the door,
they heardg her fall, picked her up and sat her on a chair, but she
was dead. The nurse and ambulance were there within a few minutes and
took her to the hosptial but could do nothing, She had a shopping list
in her pocket and had bought everything on it but something for the
baby so they figured that was why she was in the children's dep't.
Mom was 76 when she died which is a good age and she had a happy winter
with the girls and Lila who were really closer to her than anyone.

must write Lila now so all for this letter, it has stopped snowing

but we have a good four inches of wet sloppy snow on the ground, +t
looks as if it might clear but the wind is still east.

Loads of love,

C A arine
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Banff ,Alberta.

Sunday,May 22ml¢

Dearest Hother,

Sunday again and another cloudy day which looks as
if it might rain this afterncon.. Well this is as far as I got before

This was as far as I got yesterday, now it is after
lunch on Monday, it is one of those days when all sorts of things
pappen . Our kitchen sink got plugged up way down and even the
hose wouldn't do any goo#, for as & rule I can fix it, Bob Watt was
up at the Iceflelds turping their water on and his father at Deer
Lodge

Now it 1s after supper in fact 8 'P.M. and I may get
this letter wrpitten yet. maybe 1 better start with the weckend.

¥ a—Prt e =0T 5 = =TT

; I hadn't even written up my diary this
week so better start with the day Mrs Powell came to clean Mom's housé
and we took loads of stuff up to her place first and Harold halsed
after school and then after taking 4rs P. home we went for a little
drive and the Jeep got stuck a good two miles out the West road.
It was almost six but young CLiff came out and found the troublsg,
but a joke on us at the time.

Thursday we took the Jeep over soon after 2 o'clock to
have the wfire repaired and they were to bring it back but it was a
pusy morning for them and it wasn't Back even after lunch, Pete and
I worked in the morning bringing down things from the basement at Mom's
garden tools and such like all pretty dusty and we had to make several
trips, Vemne got Mdrs Powell luckily and even took her home at five for
she came for another day of cleaning. No I am wrong, Thursday wasthe
day Nick and %Wille Morant were down and then Jacob Two-Young -“an and
the other Indians later until nearly lunch time, ‘hen in the afternoon
we had Casey Oliver about the suite and *rs Brett and Mrs Lloyd with
him, It was tea time but we didn't ask them all in, just Verne after
they lefit , But Jimmy Sdmpson came and we got the rocking chaits from
Mony over to the Bimpsons, they are going to use them at Bow with
skins over them. Then we took the Morants to the train, it was raining
byY them. “hat was rather a busy day and we only got the car back about

L At MR RN PRSP

Friday.we again got the car to tke“liff to fix soon after
8 A.M. and the part hadn't come, didn't come until nearly noon. we
helped Verne quite a blt with the shelf as 1t was all in one blg piece
and & Job to fit in between the logs. I did a wash too and we also
packed some paintings to go to Calgary to an exhibition in honor of
AMperta's golédmd Jubilee, it is always quite a PJob and we had to write
a letter in connecticn. Bert Taylor the painter came to look over the
kitchbn at HMom's he said he would paint Sunday if it was allright with
us. and Mrs Walker who is to move in this week came too at the same tim.




Then that evening as 4rs Greenham was putting on " the Rose and the
Hing " by her children's theater group and I had never been, I
asked Barbara and we went at 7.15 after a hurried early supper. It
was very good and well done but nearly ten when I got home. SNyxyes
#xhaexaznexEhexironingxbeforexsupper chavingcRorpnttenc Ex ke xday
Eefarex We also had a run out the west road to iry out the Jeep
after Cliff fixed it at noon.

saturday I clesned as usual and Verne did the last shelf and
fete paintedm—isF in the morning. We also framed the Teejece one,
Did errands for the weekend and then in the alternocon I ent to a
Hospital tea. We had gotten a witeethat morning from the Panets
in Montreal that friends of theirs were to be here Tuesday and
wanted to get a good cake., Never was the house messier and the
friend is an ex—governor of the Bank of France. Will have to be up
early to-morrow to run round with the duster! Saturday afternoon I
got to thinking about the woodwork in Mom's kitchen and if it wouldpg
n't be better toc wash it before Bert Taylor painted as it is natural
finish and if we washed it later it might mark the paint, 5o I did
that, didn t take more than an hour with Spic and Span, and then the
ironing here before supper. Think I have caught ¥rs Powell's spirit
of working ! That evening the Syd Worts came down but he was going

fishing Sunday morning at'5 A.M. so they didn't stay late.

Sunday it looked like rain, we were up real early, about 6,30
so as to unlock the house for Bert Tavlor to paint Mom's kitchen
which he did before 1.30. and did it well too. We put ironoil on
the shelves Verne built and then later In the morningz went for a
drive, it was getting sunnier and turnéd into a lovely day. When we
got back Cyril Paris dropped over for about half and hour and then
when we went for the mail we also went to see if Steam Watt was back
for our kitchen sink drain was plugged.he wasn't but we knew we could
get along until to-day. ?hen a drs Sgiburth came to call, used to
go on the Trail Hike, took her to train. Then I started to dig and
weed the garden and Patsy MacKenzie came, took her home to get her
camera to finish a roll of film and then Pete developed it for her.
toock her home after six. A rather auiet evening and we almost went
to bed when Ken and Hope Thompson of Edmonton came at nine and
stayed until after 11. Quite a day. He is a doctor and we had dinner
with them this time last year. e was born in Banff.

Now it is luesday and we have been up since 8.30 and cleaning
the house a bit as we rather expect the friends of the Panets to
gome, Pete telephoned last night and Mr Moncik said that they were
having dinner in their suite with Maurice Chevalier but would let
us know at 12.30 to-day what their plans were. We don't knhow just
who to expect, would be fun to have Haurice Chevalier come but
anyway we will have a couple of farisians.

Loads of love,

C o3 onig, -




Banf'f,Alberta.

Thurs.June 2, 13955.
Dearest Hother,

It is getting a bit more spring like and the trees
out the west road are showing green, and our grass has been cut once
at the back so is guite green.

Well this has been guite a busy week and the first
two days we had the special guests on our minds. Monday was sort of
~a frustrating day as L got little done. Verne came and finished the
lights in the ceiling at the fireplace end of the front room, put a
long piece of thin wood to shade the light from the eyes of those
sitting below and it gives a soft light on the pictures, Then I
Moved all the boxes and pictures etec, of ¥om's still in the front
room upstairs to the store room to be put away later., We had that
late night Sunday so were a bit weary in a way. Barbara was over with
a letter from Davy and stayed a while and then Mrs Powell was down
all afternoon finishing the house and + burnt papers and boxes etc.
ocutside that she found., We did a lot of odd things, Pete painted a
bit too. Then in the afternoon he got respectable Xldoking and
I drove him up to the Banff Springs, nice for me not to have to
clean up as I did the sitting in the car. Ze saw one of the assistant
managers about the Ménicks arriving and their plans , they weee to
come in that evening and he suggested Pete telephone. So Pete called
about 8.3C I guess and got Mr Monick, he was quite French and said
that " Monsieur Chevalier was one of their party, " so Fete thought
it must be Maurice Chevalierjshé much to Mr #onick's amusement, &e
said " no, not the ginger , frr Chevalier from Montreal." Anyway he

said he wopld call Pe Et Bev! at 12.30 next day and tell us ﬁfir
aﬁgg ;
I

d'l
ﬁ?s&w W (WP qd f‘tﬁ-b—%u oA (ﬁueﬁu&l CAGAL
WA
Tuesdgy we were up bright and early-at £.30 and

started dusting right after breakfast and getting the house more or
less shipshape., It had gotten pretty cluttered lately, lots of un#
read magazines and papers etc. vacumned and tidied as best 1 eould,
and upstairs too in case they wanted to see the house. Then Pete went
up f;&asﬁ@éearly lunch to wait for the call and promptly on the
min lled at 12.30. They were going fishing in the aftsrnoon
but if not too late would come at 5.30 or 5.45. That was fine for us
but a bit late to serve tea, so we got the best sherry ete. we could
and had i1t all ready. Then of course with the house so picked up

we didn't dare to do much in the afternoon. We did go out and got
gsome £lowers for them, and Verne was here and we had tea for him

at 2.

Promptly at 5.45 the car drove in. Actually dr Emanuel
Monick was a very easy person, most affable and a good sense of
humor, His wife was a little more difficult to talk to as she didn.t
speak a great deal of English. &r Chevalier was from ¥ontreal and
lives near the Panets, but we thought he was connected with the C.P.R
and instead he had nothing to do with that but is connect:d with the
bank. 1hen there was another man, a younger man who seemed to be




sort of an asistant or secretary, we never did get his name,

I asked Madame Mdick if she would like some sherry or ftea and

she said " Oh, 4ea please " so 1l started getting that ready and

Pete asked the men what they would like and without giving them

a chance she informed them we were all having tea, so that was it !
They were interested in the Grizzlys and the pictures and Indian
things and when we got out the Eagle hats she wanted to get her
camera and take pictures, so while she and the yomng man went back to
the Banff Springs, Mr Monick and Chevalier went up to the Studio

to see the last of Pete's murals. Then a great taking 66 pkétures
when she returned, we all had to be in one, and it was after seven
when they left. I do hope they enjoyed it, but so often in trying to
do.things just right vou make awful blunders.¥Madame Mopick offered
to help get tea and I should have let her for then she would have
felt more at home, In the “erald that night we read that Mr Monick
is kead President of the Credit foncler Franco-Canadien and honorary
Governor of the Bank of France and he told Pete he was a%do head

of some Ottoman republic bank. He was tired and after this guick
tour of @anada,(they flew to Calgary, drove to Banff, went fishing,
then ®1it drdve to Lake Louise Wednesday, train to Vancouver and
Vittoria, to a fishing camp the Panets like,.then back to Montreal
by Edmonton, He flew from Paris to Canada bwt)is going home by the
“ueen Mary to get a rest. It was fun anyway Having them here and

the young man seemed to enjoy it most of all.

Well after supper we were keyed up so went to see where
they are clearing for a new road and then dropped down to Pearl
Moores for a few minutes,

Wednesday we got back to Normal, Steam Watt and Bob were
here to put gas in the furnace at Mom's and then I went up later
to sweep up a bit,am afrddd it sort of made a dust over everything,
but anyway the Johnny Walkers moved in yesterday. Verne has been
here making a box for the sketch panels and we are getting the Jeep
ready, took the mattress s to be cut down and a whole lot of little
things like that. ®ave also got some of the things stowed away up-
stairs and Pete worked all Wednesday afternoon painting and warnishing
the new boxes in the Jeep. a great improvement over last year, more
like a 1ittle cabin on 2 hoat.

Yesterday Jean Park, the hostess at the Banff Springs came
to see us and we had tea, then Verne came over so got him a cup and
after that George Egris arrived, auite an afternoon in the end. In
the evening we dropped up to see how the Walkers were and they told
us Eddon Walls was inthe hospital, so we went to enguire about him,
for he does all our loocking after things. He has gotten too tired and
lost his voice and the only way to get a real .rest s :to go to the
hospital for a few days.

io-day is lovely and real summery which should bring our
leaves out, Pete framed the last picture this morning so we hope soon
to get out of town for a few days.

4 parcel came from you qesterday, I think birthday. Thanks

S0 much.

Have an idea there is something else I was going to say but
can't remember. Will send this with a ¢lipping about isseum, the thing
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Banff,Alberta,

Wed, June 8, 1955,

Dearest Mother,
; L
Summer arrived Sunday, we seem to have missed
spring except for perhaps one or two spring like days, now it
is warm and sunny and even if the leaves aren't out full vet,
our balm of gileads near the house are still buds and we had a
frost this morning, still it has a summer feel about it.

Rather a busy week, did I tell you that the
Wilmots arrived Saturday, stayed at the Banff Springs to cele-
brate their wedding anniversary, they came down about five on
caturday, it was dark and a strong wind but not raining. We had
been cutting canvas ready for sketehing trips and Mrs Brett had
been here for nearly an hour so it was quite an afterncon. The
Wilmoks came for just 5 minutes and stayed for tea and we had a
nice vislt and they decided to go to Bow Lake for the next night
and to see us in the morning. We had promised to go to the
Valances that night to see Peteriﬁ&?ﬁ&ieo pictures he took in
Honolulu last winter, and"took some of ours, S0 We were busy
getting those sorted and cleaned and getting supper and up to
the Valances by eight. and it was after midnight when we got home
a late evening for us.

Sunday was lovely and we were so glad for the
Wilmots, real summer, they came after ten and we were expecting
the Indians who wanted to borrow some of our Indian clothes, so
I went with the¥®%ver to the museum while Pete waited here, We
thought it would be nice if they could tell you about the paintings,
Irey We got Pack just as the 4indians came. Bill Mclean, his wife
and kids, lent them each an outfit. Then a little later Jacob
‘wo-youngmangd to borrow a headdress, and by then the Wilmots left
for Bow lake, am so glad they had good weather , it was lovely Monday
too.

We stayed elose to home Sunday and didn't really do
much,. the Indians came back later in the afternoon but we didn't
give them tea or anything as they were anxious to get home.

Now to-day we have had annther'g£§ﬁﬂ£§§a3. This time
odhn ¥

Annette Morse Clay. She was on a Social Bervic rancisco
and joined a tour with 90 others to go home this way. €at hold of
us through Mary Livingston who runs the curio shop up there.at the
Banff Springs, Mary coming in last evening to tell us. I couldn't
think who " Mrs Clay " mas but Mary said she was a cousin and from
Washington so took a chance and called her last night and she came
down this afterncon. Her train didn't go until six so we had time
to talk, take her up to check out of the hotel, go for a drive and
show her the museum and Art School or summer school and campground
Again it was lovely weather, hardly. a . cloud. Then back here for

a cool drink. Lynnie anc Enfis%gne‘ﬂad come inthe meantime and




helped pass things. It was really a nice ®isit and a chance for
us to get agquainted again for 1 believe she was 14 and 1,8 when
we last met in Concord.

Have been busy the last three days getting things ready to go
out camping, It is always hard getting organized somehow, we have
paint to pick out and the right painting equipment, then the food
and cooking utensils and the boxes are newly pddnned so willtake
a bit more figuring to have everything fit. *his sudden warm

weather sort of tegla us by gurprise and there are othe ghings t
be thought.of, too. (5% \\g.\a a g "h“m
o8 Qo A 130 B 1D, e BAA
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. Must go and mail this' so it will go eariy in \the morning.

Loads of love,
ﬂ |_"'\. [l
unjxkaﬁAA#e
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Tuesday. We came down yesterday as it

started to rain and we have so much to do in
Banff, not that we got anything done yesterday
afternoon with 11 people dropping in on my Birthday!
Thank you so much for the wonderful book on Japan
the photographs are so Weautifully taken and printed
with such quality, what a tradegdy the man who took
them was killed in Peru later. The other book looks
very good. remember your mentioning it and the card
is a pod one. There weee also lovely cards from
Hanne and Aunt Julie in the mail jyesterday. Please
thank them for remembering, I don t know how they do.

Dennis Mighall and & “r Waring his boss came
from Edmonton. called just as we finished a lste
lunch and stayed until 4 o'clock. ?t was nice to
have Dennis, he was so good to us in Fdmonton. “hen
we went over town for errands and met the Morants
and asked Nick to come and see the Japan book as he
takes the same kind of photographs, so they came
about five and Barbara and later Harold dropped in
so we made & late tea, Then a late supper for us and
before e finished Mr Scott, then Asta Hauge with
a dozen lovely roses and carnations as she mever
forgets my birthday and while she was still here
Erling Strom with a big box of candy.




He took Asta home after 29 and we were nearly ready
for bed, but first had to look at Pete's present to
me. A Polaroid Land Camera, which he thinks 1 can
use to take pictures for you as things happen and
include them in my letters, for they develope and
print them in a minute after you snap the shutter.
Also good if you want to take a bit of detail when
sketchling.

Must go now for .food and the mail but
wanted to write a Iiny bit.

Loads of love,

s

p !
L oAMMONULG,




Banff,Alberta.

Sat. June 18, 1955,

Dearest Mother,

I really am not too sure what day it is or whether
we are coming or going but it is fun anyway. We set out apgain
yesterday on another sketching trip. The first one had been short,
Just two nigh$s, but this was shorter. for both times it has ended
In rain and seems silly to sit out in the Jeep all evening when a
drive of 50 miles brings us home, then we run into all sorts of
théngs to see to in Banff and takes several days to get going again.

Think the last time I wrote & real letter was up
at Bow Lake, We had a wonderful spell of weather that week ami got
started the last two days of it, perhaps it was Just as well we
didn't go sooner for the sun was very strong and not a cloud for
4 days. We were at Bow Lake last Sunday and then Monday it started
to storm and as one does get washouts at this time of Vear we
started in. That was my birthday, did I tell you what & nice day it
was ? Think I did. We had barely finished lunch and the dishes herc
when Dennis Mighall and a friend from Edmonton came, made guite a
call, we were so glad not to miss them. Then I changed and we did
the shopping and Pete brought home the new camera and L undid the
lovely books from you. We saw Nick Morant and Willi and told them
about the one on Japan, knowing how much he would appreciste it and
they came back for tea, and before they came Barbara was in. We also
had seen Eldon and & few errands. Our supper was late and then
Asta Hauge cam= with a dozen lovely roses and carnations too, and
while she was still here Erling Strom arrived with a big bor of
candy. snd before Asta came “r Scott was down. Quite a day. no eah
chance to enjoy my presents until nine at night!

I can't remember all the things we did the next 3
days, but one evening we spent at Peggy Prossers trying to telephonse
the Campbells and see if they were coming up and when, as both the
Frossers and we too got lettérs, saying they could get away next
week and wanted to see a dentist at the same time. Fepggy was trying
to get the kids to bed and they were acting up a bit and really
funny, but we got the call through and they will be up Tuesday late
afternoon or evening. Actually they decided next day and Peggy calle d
again, We have to be here Tuesday anyway to vote for the Dellar-a-day
Hospital Plan, and then again on the 29th. for Pete to vote in &
provincial election., On the 27th we hope to go to ¥rely Morley to
their sundance, so it will be fairly busy next week or ten days.

Sam and Cis were down Thursday night on their way
back from the opening of a very luxurious new motel and told us all
about it, and so it went. We had to be here the 16th.+hursday as
some of the Indians came to another do and wanted to borrow more
clothes but I got the washing and ironing done that day. one afternoon
Lldon Walds was over and we saw numerous people about things. Oh.
ves. got some pictures ready to go in an exhibition the hotaty Club
are putting on to help the Library building fund.




Anyway yesterday we got started out again. a new tarpaunlin
we had made to go over the Jeep came but didn't have enough drummits
so we had to have those put in, but we got off after lunch and it
was so much easier the 2nd time, most things but the fresh food in
the Jeep. We have two of everything like tooth brushes so we just
leave them there.

We found the weather wasn't too promising west,though the
morning was lovely and ended by going up the Yoho Valley. It was
still guite springlike, the snow just gone in many parts and a few
piles left, We drove way up beyond the big Takakaw falls to a new
campground they were making last fall and it was nice there, sunny
part of the time and we were the only ones. Decided to make supper
and then go back down if we liked but it seemed so nice and quiet
we stayed all night, Each time I remarked on how guiet it was a
car drove in, one with a little boy who plaved round and they all
scattered a few papers about, the other with a dog, but they soon
left. We decided to try out the new taupaulin and that took a
bit of figuring to put the poles up and the ropes ete. It goes
over the top of the Jeep and out over the righbhand door and the
back. Worked very well. Then we stretched out on our very comfortable
foam rubber mattresses and 1 read the newspaper until it was nearly
dark and we turned in early.

In the night or about 4 this morning when it was guite light
we could see the clouds on the mountains down the valley where it
seemed to be raindingand dozed a bit until the rain started with us
apout six, We thought we might as well get up then and cook our
breakfast before it poured too hard and see how the terp was

working. The water gathered in a few spots but Pete lowered a pole
and it ran off. It is light weight, will take a picture next trip

to show you. We meant to this morning and forgot. We were nice and
dry cooking and eating and it rained quite hard at times. We

then falded it up after the dishes were washed and gerything put
away and off we went hoping for better weather in some other valley,

Didn't look too promising further west so we went to Moraine
Lake for the first time this year, thinking we might sketch there, but
though it was sunny when we arrived and Yete started to get his camera
out to take a special picture of some reflections, byt the time some
people from Connecticut had asked guestions about whene to stay and
a car full of pecple from Colorado had also asked directions the sun
was gone, lhe lake is peetty low yet, and ice at one end and scon the
clouds came in so we went back and started towards Banff. Had a
picnic lunch on the road which goes to Radium and then went up to the
top of the hill to have a look there, but it was still stormy towards
B.C, We drove to Johnsons Canyon and off onto the old road Just before
you get there and deided to try a sketch there. It wasn't very
successful and by then we were not as fresh fedling either and the n
as the weather looked as if the sguals of rain would keep on coming
over we thought we might as well come home, which we did, We were
only 16 miles away, hardly worth camp ing sSo near home.

Found lots of mail, a lovely long letter from Gale and one
from Ebbs about their plans. If it clears to-morrow will try to go
up to Bow Lake and see Jimmy about a trip for them, and if it is
nice can stay over until Tuesday. However it is raingng hard and
locks settled in to-night, so may stay home and try to get things done,

Am so eidgepy can hardly keep jmy gyes op so al ?%r now . .
L.If’lﬁ RMI%M!‘\NL\( Caﬁﬂ“l S










Banff,Alberta.

ThursiJune 25,1355,

Dearest Mother,

This must be Cousin Barriet's birthday so will have
to temember to send her a wire, Just haven't had time to write. We
are getting awfully busy.

The Campbells came late Tuesday night and I did
manage a letiter to Ebbs about a pack trip he wants to make wlth
young Jimmy Simpson, but otherwise it seems hard to get things done.

2t

First of all we are so pleased that Rusty is coming
cut and the Simpsons are as excited as we are. We were at Bow Lake
to ask about the Newburys and Geof Lewis going out with Jimmy. Went
up last Sunday morning, a beautiful day but chilly air and a hot sun.
we camped &t the end of the lake before you get to the Simpsons
and each made & sketch, better than the first ones, and had our
Junch there, then went on to Bmwxiake the Lodge after supper. 2ig
Jim's first remark was that he had had a letter from Busty himself
and had already written for him to come out, they are sure they ecan
use him for all sorts of jobs, The thing that amused me was that each
cne spoke of what they thought he could do. Young Jimmy said he
planned to send him out on fishing trips, and Mrs cSimpson said,

" you know Hary and I thought shat on the boy's day off ( the one
who carries the luggage for guests ) Rusty could #a do that job and
make a little extra money." Evidently it #s one of the most
lucrative Jjobs of all and the boy last year made from 85.00 tO

$e0, 00 dollars a day!

The Simpsons took a feal likelpg to Busty when he
was a t Bow years ago and so are really looking forward to his being
there. The one thing to tell Fusty is for him to get a round-trip
ticket to Banff, and to tell anyone who asks that he is coming out
to visit his relations for the summer. Then we will meet him in
Banff and take him up to Bow Lake, I don't know just how much the
Simpsons will be able to pay him, depends on how much work he does
I ‘expect, but he ecan help them a lot and I am sure wi make esomethi
Viould be funny if he got a Job gulding the Newburys.

Do you know when Rusty is planning to come ? If you
do it would help us to plan if we knew which day he expects to arrive.

e have been going In and out so much I =2m all mixed
up when we did what and in between we seem to have guite a few callers,

éuu?b’b ﬂ im WA mﬁm S\M-Q«
C Ao -




Banff,Alta,
Sun.June 26, 1355,

Dearest Hother,

I am completely didorganized somehow and to—
morrow if the weather is good and we can get packed up we are
going to Morley for a couple of days as the Indians are supposed
to be putting on a sundance. Pete is anxious to see what he can
of the setting up of the camp and all but we aren't sure how it
will work or whether we will camp there or zapm come home.,

We have to be here on the 23th.tfor Pete to vote
in the provincial election and a letter from Russ to-day says
Fusty is flying out on June Z0th. July 1lst. is Dominion Day and
a4 holiday like the 4tho of July s+ 80 We wongt attempt to meet
Rusty at the plane as it would be a bad night to drive to Banff.
Have reserved a room at the Hotel Wales for Rusty and then he
can catch the train at 8.15 next morning and be in Banff at 10,45,
when we will meet him. We will see that he has all the eguipment
ne will nedd and maybe go to Bow Lake on Saturday . Then he will
be on his own with the Simpsons and we may do a bit of sketching
up the road.

Haid & wire from Ebbs this merning from Denver and
toey will come to Banff on the 7th. We nave reserved & cabin for
them and for the Lewisis for the 7th. and 8th. Then they can go
to Bow Lake on the 39th, and out for a short pack trip on the 10th
and 1lth., with Jimmy Simpson to Fish Lakes. The fishing there is
really good Jimmy says, It is 12 miles in so only those who go
on horseback do any fishing there. and perhaps no one has been 1in
there as yet this year. Just wish Cousin Bert could be with them,
Jimmy thought he would send the men in the day before to set up
the caump and if soRusty might go along to help. Am so glad FRusty
is coming eoon enough to get used to things ete,

Ihe week after the Newbyrys leave is Indian Days
and right after that we may go to Standoff to an Indain Sundance
in the south of the province and then come back via the Campbells,
So we will be real busy now until the end of July.

Such a funny week as we have Just had. Tuesday
we voted for the hospital and luckily it went thhoueh so that the
Catholies will stay and build a new hospital, otherwise they were
going to leave, the present hospital is condemmed and we wouldn't
have had one at all, and the doctors would have left ¥ith no place
to operate. Now all is 0.K. a big majority for it in the end.

The Campbells were coming uﬁtfﬂfgﬁﬂﬁng alfter school,
o we figured they would be here about 10 or 10.80 P.M. and if
they didn't come by that we were going to bed andsee them next
morning, but Dave frosser was sure they would come to us First, not
knowing where the Proseers lived and they were to stay with thep.
So we didn't know what to do when 11 P.N. came, finally we got
half undressed and went to bed. and about mid-night Dave and Gray
came around to say they had arrived.




From then on it was a most mixed up week. The Dentist daid
he would work them in whenever he could to look at their teeth.
Gray and Dane had toothaches but the others needed checking.
xmnaayrﬁraf sat for £ hours and never was even loocked at, but

Dane got cne pulled and a couple filled. Dhe or the other seemed
to always be due at the dentist and with Gray and El and the 3
children we were always #£losing track of each other. They were
to stay two days so we tried to do as much as we conld for them
the first two days. Then the car was in trouble and Davels garage
so busy they couldn t even check it the first day. Then when they
looked at it Thureddy the starter broke in teating it, before tney
fcung cut the matter. They had to send for a part in Gal EATY .

Telephoned and the girl forgot to send it after promising and
thattook an extra day, for thefcalled Calgary mext morning to find
there the part was, and it had never been sent. Then when it came
and the starter was fixed they found something else wrong and
in the end the mechanic came and worked all™Sunday morning to fix
it.But a1l week the Campbells.were without a Cn— so we gtook them
quite & few places. W& wrla "QS,U, i

They had dinner here three days, StEn., beans and ice cream,

Salmon another day and liver and bacon yesterday. They were all
S0 tired that after lunch they would fall asleep and we wouldn't
be uble to do much but wait until they woke up! It really was
funny. |V iay we went with the Prossers and Joony too, 1% of
us for a out teo ¥innewanka and then Harold took us up the .«
a e in the aolt. Ihe Rpossers have a girl about B and David :*MJCE

Yan %= also € , Timmy about 8 and Dane 11. They are the best
behaved boys you ever gaw, and so interested in things.

Dorothy Whyte is coming to-day, but the train is late.
wvhe is from Vancouver and going to the gummer school as she did

last year . The Camg be11s gct a§ this They had ] glcfast
ﬁlt” us. Gray and o\ & \ S 0We ﬁkﬁﬁh;\ 20
VoA Bomy d

he uanderful p&rcel came & couple of days ago. 1 thought
it must be a delayed birthday present but see we are to save it
for the 30th. Thank you so much., Will make that day real exciting.
Can't 1magine what it is.

Must go now to catch the mail,

Saas ﬁﬂw-c
N ::&&M
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