Banff,Alberta,
New Years Day
Jan. ‘1, 1956,

Dearest Mother,

My first letter of the New lear goes to you.
and first thing I want to say is how wondqgful we think your
Christmas present to the bewbhrys is,{sureﬁa very bright idea
for anyone over 90) Ban just imagine what Tun they will have plan-
ing it all and the anticipation will be a big part of it. When do
they go and how etec. Will be anxious to hear all the details.

Won't answer all your letters now as I shall have to
look them out and somecne may come in. We either have a steady line
of people or no one at all. and to-day is the latter, just as well
for we were really tired last night when we went to bed. I think
mostly from being on my feet from 4.30 on except for the time spent
actually eating.

Yesterday, Saturday, we half expected the Harvies
from Calgary down, did the usual week's cleaning and tidying up and
declded to make the stuffing for the turkey amd { we had been to the
station to see if the Costigans were on the mﬂrniqg.§§ﬁ#y at ten but
they weren't ) and Pete was developing a film when, b0 Harvie, his
wife dary, thelr two small children Janet and Tan and the mother
Mrs Eric Harvie, Her husband is the one who really supports the
Luxton Muweum and the summer school and is to build a museum and
Library in Calapgy which Dr Beeachman is head of. Lon is quite young
and we just discovered he was at the Harvard Business school in 1948,

Had a nice visit from them but they couldn't stay too
long for this is the children's trip and they ate at 12.30, but they
must have been here nearly an hour. It is nice to see them think more
of the kids though they are only about '3 and 5, than of their own
activities, The Harvies have been coming up to the ¥t. Royal for over
20 years for the week between Christmas and Yew Years, as Mrs PFarite
said to get away from too many parties in Calgary. She is an awfully
nice person, first time we have met her.

They were greatly taken with the Ke#éghoffs as she has
one. Her grandfather in Montreal knew Krieghoff and had 2 which he
left to his 3 sons, or 2 sons and a daughter, and in turn one came to
ner. She had it cleaned not long ago, it is the same size as Cousin
Harriets, and the man valued it at $1500. Ours are & nice pai? and
in such good condition.

Mrs Har¥¥e, when I said I came from Concord, asked if
I kmew the Laughlins, seems that they stayed with them in ireland
in their castle, said it was the most beautiful place, and they also
knew dary Lord and her father in the Barbados where they have been
several winters. This yeaf they are going to Japan to wisit an old
nk

friend named Davis|+ hink)who is now the Canadian Ambassador there.




Pete was only in the dark room when they first came so he
and Don disappeared upstairs, as Don wants a patnting of Pete's
gometime, Ian went with them. *t was a nice eisit all round.

As soon as they left we had a guick lunch and then without
stopping to do dishes went for the turkey, gave Carol Beil a ride
home with a load of groceries and stopped in to see Charlie and
Olive a minute. Then for mail and back to get the turkey stuffed,
washed the dishes first luckily,so things weren t too much of a
mess when Eric Harvie appeared. I was jJust getting the turkey Into
the oven and we all sat down then and had a really nice talk with
him. The first time he has been here alone and a chance to dlscuss
things. He must have been here an hour and a balf, was awfully
interested in hearing about Grandpa and Japan and ended by borrowing
Japan Day by Day, His friend is to show him all around but he 1is
anxious to read up on Japan as much as possible., We also talked of
the museum and how he hopes to preserve things before they are lost
ete. and then he told us a long story about Archeologiecal finds in
Alberta. He met & lady in Denver asonnected with the museum there who
has been studying how ¥hls continent was peopled ete. her husband too
is an Archeologist or maybe it's anthrypolopgy . Anyway she was
interested in coming up here last summer. said she had been correspond-
ing with a man on & ranch near Cereal for years about his finds and
didn t know if he was muthentic or not but anxious to see what he had.

Eric ffarvie I think ingited her up and she went and saw the
man, an Eglishman, and seems for years he had been picking up all sorts
of fossils and articfacts ( ?) and kept the data of the finds and to
her surprise not in &he usual amateur way, so it may be one of the
Ereatest finds in recent years. They are coming next summer again.
They wanted a young boy to help in digging and Eric Harvie heard of
a quiet hard working lad who seemed a likédy sort so got him the Job .,
and these two sclentists think so much of him that they have offered to
take him to the states next year and put him through Univerigity.

#t was all very interesting, then Eric left to go to the Simpsons
and as 'he went asked Pete if he wouldn't do some more things for them
which was nice., However fete has a lot of other paintings to do firss.

As scon as he left we decided to go to the Morants and see if
they would like to eat turkey with us about 7, found Nick shoveling the
roof off but they said they would love to if they could leave right after
supper as he has work to do getting a lecture ready. So back we came to
get dinner ready. They wanted to gat about 6,30 so we had an hour and
a half., A truck drove in the ytnafahuut 5, George Maclean and Bill his
son from Morley. Well we figured they would want tea so I started to
get that ready but before it was made we discovered they wanted to get
some things at the store, they hadn t been paid for some horses they
had sold and so wanted to borpow some from us and then pay it back later.
In the end Pete went over with them as the stores close at 5.30 and as
it was they kept some ogppn for them, Pete was tired before from all our
visitors and sort of looking forward to the hour before dineer, but no
luek. I got the turkey turned to brg:g&ﬁh le they were out not wantédgto
do it in front of them, and then ha er spread and cake and cookies
for them with the tea. George was if‘a talkative mood, if only it hadn't
been so late and Bew *ears Eve we could have put on the tape recorder
tut perhaps another time he will repeat the stories. They were Jjust




finishing tea when the Morants arrived, it seemed too bad not to
have the Indians for dinmer too but Pete kmew we couldn't offer

the Morants any sherry or anything like that and then it would have
been quite a meal, but it might have been interesting. Also they
had others to see. Mrs Morant was awfully interestéd in George and
I tried to finish making gravy, mashing potatoes ete.

Luckily the turkey was done to a turn, for I had alternately
hurried it up or slowed it down depending on changing plans and the
comings and goings. They all had two hedlpings of everything and after
mince pies I had bought over town with ice cream on top the Morants
claimed they felt like boag constrictors and I must say I did too.
They stayed a little while to hear a recording we couldn't find and
then when they left Pete and I did the dishes, finishing about
guarter of ten. Quite & day, we were mighty glad we hadn't promised
to go amd to the Grahams party as we did last year. and were glad to
get to bed.

The day before we had Fearl Moore for a steak dinner at noon
as she is leaving soon for the Barbados and though the evening was
guiet and we were golng to bed early, before ten, Edmee Moore came
and s&ayed an hour so it was after 11 when we got to bed. a late
evening for us. We went to the Painters for tea that day.

The weather has been @onderful all this last week, clear blue
sky each day since Tuesday or Wednesday, we have taken a few plctures
but it was a bit too cold being about & or O below most of the time.
The night have been mopnlit and cuite wonderful.

We had a lovely letter from Aunt Juile herself so feel she
must be getting stronger, she sent the nice one you wrote her on
Christmas day. We really enjoyed Mildred's as she des tell about
Christmas in Concord so well. I am wondering now if Busty got our
present in time and Hussell too. We only got their present yesterday
afternoon and it was posted the 9th, had evidently been in the Customs
in Calgary over Christmas and we didn't get the notice until Friday.
Whereas all your presents came in good time., Did Mary Osborne get hergs
for if not let me know and I will send another. You might just enguire
at the postoffice, for I know I put the box number on and care of you
I am sure. Should have seat it to you, but was afraid there weee too
many parcels for you at once,

Am so glad the bed Jacket fit., looked all over ®hat day in
Calgary and they only had woolen ones or hand knit or just thin silkE
and short sleeves etc. Finally saw one like this in Helt Eenfrews but
the woong size., They said a larger one was on order so I trusted to
luck and sure enough in a few days yours came, The extra little bag
was one I pot first and then liked the one we went for your birthday
better. but thought you could maybe use both.

Wamg't it fun speaking to Gale onthe belephone, so nice she
could be with the Carruthers for Christmas and I expect she went
skiing with them. Do you know where to ? How does she like Geneva ?
We haven't heard since we were in Concord except for a Christmas card
which was Just a few words.

Must write some Tkank-you notes if I don't get too sleepy.

Loads of love 0 a‘*ﬁf'??&i 4 Q&_o@ﬂlﬂ&n f-bf Léx

Uy .




Banff,Alberta .

Wed.Jan. 4,1858,

Dearest Mother,

Quite a winter we are having, It isn't cold right now
but almost wish it were for the mild weather of 25 above lets the snow
on the roofs melt underneath , then the water runs down and if it hits
a cold spot on the eave it freezes and then backs up and under the
shingles and Ifnto the house. “veryone is having the same trouble.
more or less and mostly more,

We thought we were doing pretty well for each fresh
fall Pete goes out and puldgit off the roof, but he can't aquite reach
the top of the ridgepole so 'there is more up there and some of it is
over 2 feet thick and the weight with the mild spell has melted it
enough to run down and feeeze below.

heard

We were a bit discouraged last night, for we Beed a
drip,and here it was dropping from the ceiling in the living room
in one corner. Just whbn you think you have caught it it runs along a
board or log and drops somewhere else, so to be on the safe side we
took all the pictures off that wall and then all the books out of
the book case underneath, We took everything out of the linen cupboard
upstairs to see if we could catch it there, and then the suitcases on
the bottom shelf and put bath towels in, just in hopes. By then it was
2.50 and we discovered it was really dripping in the corner of the
kitchen and down the wall ( it runs right down over the logs.just a
drop at a time ) and into the cupboard under the eeats in the kitchen.
where the magazines are in piles. Of course one was quite wet and all

the pages stuck to-gether, I hung that over a coat hanger but have to
pull the pages apart as the shiny print sticks. We fixed up a few
dishpans and sanme pans to catch the drips and went to bed. Whenever
each of us woke in the night we would come down and empty the pan.
It was half full about 4 times,

This morning now that New Jears is over we had it all
planned to get organized and start palnting. I have the big room to
clean up of Christmas paper boxes etc. and the storewoom and then can
think of landscapes. “ut we just de#ided we had to get at the roof
first, so I helped Pete as much as I could. His trouble is getting hot
and then his glasses steam up and he has to stop not being able to see.
At noon we got hold of young Jimmy Simpson and he is here now and is
to tkide all the snow left on the foof off. It is coming down in ®Eter
fascades of snow by the windows. Sad part is it has been snowing hard
all day and still piling up.

Haven't written you since New Years. It was a guiet
day at the start, then 4r and Mrs Chadwich came around to tell us that
Arthur Colebrook had died suddenly in Kelowna B.C. He used to work at
Dave White & Sons for years and also looked after the supplies for this
house when it was built. He had had serious héért trouble. The

Chadwicks are a nice ?uiet couple and neyer ?een here before so we had
them in. They were still here ®en Feter Haskins the English boy who wiah®




an evacuee here during the war., He was making a polite call and

didn't stay har{ long. is on his way back to Universit{ B gus
as if someone else came but can't remember now. %

station to send a wire to Mrs Colebrook and weren t gone fvETy
long, found Verne's car stuck in the snow but no Verne in the
yard. So Fete left our Jeep out and a little later Verne and young
Cliff with his tow truck apgeaied and they got him out.He was

just comingito say a Happy Igar but was due out for supper
f¢¥ so didn 't stop. Think we spent a nice quiet evening, I trying
to write three letters of condolences and not getting one done
properly, also have a lot of Xmas thank you notes to do.

Monday was Newx¥sxrsxRayxami a holiday, did a few things and
then went to order flowers and also find out if Pearl Moore was to
lezve that day or the next. She hadn't heard hersa#f and we had to
go back again that afternoon a couple of times.Seems the boat she
is to sail on to the West Indies delayed it's sailing a couple of
days and it wasn't until the last minute that they knew annut train
reservations. I also made a @all on Dorothy Whiteman who's mother
just died. Then in the Afternoon Pete Tas he game warden at Bow
Lake came with his “wife and little boy, an e first trg he has made
oil painting. Pete spent an afternoon showing him how to make a sketch
and then gave him one to copy until he got the idea, He said he made
5 but the one he brought to show us was really good, of course it
remains to be seen how he does on his wen, but his color was fine.

While they were here a bride and groom afrived, married just
last week. Be studying “edicine in Edmonton and she teaching in school.
We thought it good of them to come round and see us, but it was to
thank us for a check we semt, They had just gone when the Vallances
came and made & nice visit, not Bery long really, then Verne arrived.
The Vallances left and we could hear the spinning of wheels and sure
enough 5id was stuck. He didn t seem to understand about not spinning
his wheels and would just dig“down further and further but in time
we got him out. Then we were due at a'from 5 until 7" party at Eleanor
Luxtons.We made it by 5.30 in time for the first part, a drink and then
turned out they had a cold supper all laid out inke dining room,

There were zbout ten of us. and we could all sit around the table
after helping ourselves. such good things to eat. &old bam and turkey,
two kinds of salad. stuffed green pepper, sort of a ham stuffing and
then sliced thin. awfully good and tiny little baking pwder biscuits
that Mrs Luxton made, Jjust a tiny mounthful. and pickles etc. 4then
coffee and Cnristmas cake and candy. We didnBt leave until 9, Mrs
Luxton thinks she is pretty mart for 83, so I never mentioned you.

She never goes out all winter, She was about the first white ehild
born in Alberta her father a missionary to the Indians in Morley, so
is very interesting and duite a character,

So you see we¥ were fairly busy over New years. Eésterday took
the Christmas decorations down and the tree and such like and to-day
as I was sayling we are on the roof. Must go out now and see how it

is coming. .ca near Jimmy chopping ice in e valley, mugst b te a
lot. %@ig AL OO Coaansae EEHLBUE jhﬁi§l ~jE U{Q

v&au:it“fill be really answering your lettar 500m,
ﬁlaajbaafikhﬂt
C i




Banff,Alberta.

Bunda;.r,Jan =B y 1955,

Dearest Mother,

This should be the last hurried letter about not much
of anything, just to let you know we are thinking of you, enjoy hear-
ing from you so much and as soon as we get caught up on Thankp-you
notes and get organized for painting I can then sit down one evening
and answer aduestions and read over youfnice letters to comment on.

The last week has been a funny on{/as every day we have
had to shovel snow somewhere, mostly off the roof. Jimmy Simpson did
come over and take the top part off that we couldn't reach with a
scraper from below and Pete didn't dare go up on the roof far enough
to do it himself on account of his glasses that steam up at such in-~
opportune moments when it 1s cold. Put the very day that Jimmy came it
snowed and by morning we had another 8 inches, so once more out we
went to pull it off as far up as we coqld reach, We found a man to do
the old house but he was sick and didn't come one day and then he
shoveled the roofs of the garage and Sam's shop. It was two feet of
solid packed snow and he said that it had sunk in one roof which he
noticed spring up after he got the snow off. He pusked it off the
édges and then cut the rest in huge cakes and managed to skid them
acposs the roof and drop them off, figured they weighed about 50 pounds
each as he couldn't 1lift them, It was a relief to get that done. Then
next morning when we were having breakfast and congratukTing ourselves
on having out roofs under control we heard a quiet drip and found the
valley had backed up with ice or snow and it was dripping down the
corner of the kitchen wall right beside us ! We had to hunt for Jimmy
who came after lunch and knocked the ice out and we put calcium cloride
in which keeps the water running if it melts. a sort of galt they put
on roads to draw the moisture. Trouble has bemn all this takes time.
Now the snow is so deep it is a problem where to put it. Io get 1light
in the two kitchen windows we had to shovel the pile level with the
sill and the snow off the garage is almost as Bigh as the roof line.
The paths when one shovels is awkward for one hae to throw it higher
than oneself. 1t has been a strange winter so far. Yon'tthink the
conditions have ever been quite like it.

Hsu&lly if we have snow in December it is so cold it
hasn't much modfture in it, emd if later in February, then the sun is
strong enough to melt a little, but this time it will be below zero
then warm up to nearly &0 and let the snow melt next the roof which
then runs down and freezes on the eaveg or in the valleys., We have been
lucky compared to most people who didn't try to take the snow off until
it began running down the inside walls of their houses. You ecan see
icieles down many outside walls and know there is troulkie inside too.

Thanks for telding us about Aunt Julie, do hope the
treatment Monday will be the last and give her a chance to get her
strength back. How would the nursing home be in Carlisle, the one Mr
Loring was in, or still is in, yon mentioned if he died or notl.

Pobrimd




Another thing I was wondering, Isn't there a small suite just back of

Aunt Julie's on the same

floor but reached from below 7 It just might

be possible the person in there would be willing to change to some
other place in town if they could find one and a door cut through into
#unt Julies so she could have someone living next to her to more of

less take care of things

when needed. I can understand her place is too

small to have someone all the time, but a person within earshot in

their own rooms might be

Jimmy Simpson has
last small snowfall off.

Must go for the
better letter, Must tidy
painting. that will have
visitors but not many as
yasd.

just right.

just come again, in case we decide to take the

mail, but will try and write real soon a

up our studios and then we can get down to
to come next on the program. Have had a few
most people are afraid to get stuck in the

Loads of love,

C i Shanmne




Banff,
Alberta.
Jan,.11,1956

Dearest Mother,

First of all we would 1like very much to have the
copy of Life on Christianity. We subscribe but somehow mever got
that particular copy, and when we realized we had missded it it was
too late to buy one in the stores. So are tickled to pieces that
you have a copy for us.

The books came to-day, we like the one of the
Japanese prints best. and the one on the posters is similar to
one we had years ago but not as many interesting ones in it. butw
are glad to have it. The one on Augustus Johns drawings is a bit
disappointing for usually his drawings are quite wonderful, I
guess it all depends who picks them out and which ones they
choose{ The¥'Wére all so marked down we figured it was worth
taking a chdnece.

At last it is above 32, was up to 35 for a little
while and the snow will setiled, we haven't had it cold this year
compared to some and very little wind. Some of the snow actually

is hanging in festoons from some of the bare branches, does look
funny.¥ou wonder how it sticks to-gether.

Pete has gotten started painting at last. Monday
I got the working end of the Studio dusted and tidied and then
¥r Lonsdale wds here in the afternoon with his sketches, first time
since before Christmas. and that mean't tea later.

We had a funny time in the morning, went out about
11, early for us and Pete was &t the camera shop where Bill Jamieson
works, he is president of Rotary, While there Nellie MacKenzie
telephoned to say that Dr MacKenzie couldn't look after the program
as he had Just been taken to the hospital with a slight heart
attack. A little later on the way to the post office we thought
perhaps we should just go up by the MacKenzies and see Nellie,
as we passed the hosplital we saw the ambulance as we thought back-
ing out, it was caught just where it turned in on a snow bank, so
thinking it must be the same one that had taken the doctor or some
other patient Pete offered to help pull it out. We got the rope on
and Pete was ready to pull when the Nudd boy said Dr Mackenzie was
in the ambulance ! We were rather taken by surprise as we thought
he was already there, so Pete went round to the front of the
ambulance and backed up and then pulled it out of the drift and
they got ke to the back door 0.K. Dr MacKenzie evidently knew it
was us for as they carried him in on a stretcher he gawe us a big
wave. We are all rather concerned for he has been so wonderful as
a doctor here and helped so many people, The real Country doctor
type, as Pat says he takes & real interest and worries over the
person whereas lots of doctors Jjust treat teeat a person as




another case. All summer they are called out night after night and
have serious operations and such irregular hours and 1 guessbne
has just been going too hard. but it was funny we should have
come along Jjust then.

I have most of the storeroom cleaned up and the big room
and now must finish the thank-you notesg another present fr?m
England came to-day, and then I can maybe concentrate on painting.

This isn't much of a letter but Lynnie has just come in
and she and Pete are talking while I finish this. a little hard
to concentrate.

Last night Norman Knight came down about 8.30 and stayed
until 11. which means a late night for us but they are used tofﬂ
it and sleep late in the mornings. We are asked to-night to gols
the Prossers as Rajpph Pilling is coming for the night. bavel
has a new truck for him, he is the one who lives on the ranch.
with the Campbells. As soon as I answer thelr lepters Fill send
them to you to read as they are so interesting about their
Chritsmas,

Must have been fun haidmg Busty's school team playing
Mlddlesex. exgect it was hockey.

Loads of love,

Colorae -

P.S. Don't you ever talk about your head not working or your
belng stupid. I think it is a little quirk that must run in the
family and I have Inherfited more than you have, Mailed this
letter to you yesterday, only to have it back in our box to-day,
plainly addressed to "Banff Alberta." So thought I might as well
add a bit more.

Also in the box to-day were three letters, one from Frances
written in New Yppk, one from Anne and one from Cousin 41ma,That
was aquite a coincidence too.

Amh glad to hear they are choosing a comprehensive tour
and will see a bit of all countries, otherwise they would maybe
regret later having missed England, or France or Switzerland.
Shall be so interested to see the tour they do take. and héw
nice they can go in April when it won't be so crowded.

Ralph Pillingfrom Cowley was up last night and e spent the
evening at the Prossers, then he came over this morning to see the
house, was greatly taken with it. Mr Scott came in too, on his way
to the doctors in Calgary, so inthe end went down with Rapph and
later we found the train would be 8 hours late so lucky he came
down Jjust then.

Verne is here doing some work so as it is about time for a cup
of tea or coffee will put this letter in an air mail envelope and
wieh you all the best and send our love, ovar Wung -

C




Banff,Alta.
Sun.Jan.15,1956

Dearest Mother
¥

Sunday and presumably a good day to write letters,
it is kiserable out and a good day indoors but then one feels so
lazy on a day like this! The east wind started in the night and
it is snowing now, not very hard but there is snow in the air,
night before last we had another 3 or 4 inches so had to ecrap
the roof off once more, it being easier to do when it first comes
down and is light and one never knows how much will follow. We
haven't had much trouble compared to other people and only that one

time it dripped badly, the 2nd time was at breakfast and we soon
fixed that. But some people must be having a dreadful time bp the
loocks of the icicles;, many right down the sides of the houses. It
was fairly mild this last week and a nice change, but to-day is -8
and a cold wind. We did go out to give the Jeep a run which we try
to do each week on Sunday when there dBe no trucks on the road,
There is only one stretth near Banff where one can go fast enough
to blow the stuff out of the engine that collects from driving so
slowly about town, and then we have a look at the new road they are
bullding along the lakes wett of town, they are doing the blasting
this winter and have to move the stone they blast off the steep
rock shoulders,

It will soon be 2 and time to go for the mail so
thought I might just answer a couple of your recent letters, a good
way to put off those darn thank-you notes! I wrote Miss Cooke just
before you sent the letter about her. She sent us a pound of choc-
olates which she really shouldn't do but is kind of her just the
same., When I first read the letterf was sure she must have died, she
certainly has a strong constitution, but it is sad to think she
must have suffered so with that cough.

We were interested to think of the gold piesesyou
found in Cousin Harriet'!s things, wonder if they are worth more than
the $£5.00 to collectors} sometimes they are, but expect Mr Tilson
will see about that. Can just imagine the stuff you had to look
over, she probably used the odd bits to dress dolls and after she
stopped feeling like dressing dolls etec, probably didn t feel 1like
sorting he stuff.

Thanks for sending the letter and picture of of
Steddy Buttrick's girl, she looks and sounds most attractive, would
Hke to have met her. We do know the Bovey boy who is marrying
Claire, he was the one showing pictures the night we showed the
slides to the girls in Concord. he was out here one year, came to
the house as Gale had asked him to, we liked him very much, but I
can't think of his first name #kther, what fun they will all have as
I expect he will again be taking picturea at the Olympies and you
said Gale would be going too,




We have so many little chic—-a-dees to-day and one red heaged
woodpecker sat on a board about 5 minutes before he started to
eat and then ate for a good ten without moving away. We have a
large one too and another small one, should check on what they all
are.We have 2 coconut shelds filled with peanut butter and fat and
one of the short scrapers we use for the roof.(a pole with a board
across one en?j we just stick in the snow bank and it makes a good
place to put food. We have suet tied to a little spruce Christmas
teee just stuck in the snow and the carcass of our turkey on the
end of a pole, so there is gquite a bit for them to pick at. The
food lasts quite & while if the big Magpies doymn't get a chance to
land near, ¥hey would eat it in a few gulps.

Haven't even found the bundle of unanswered letters and
it is almost time to go for the mail. Pete is trying to figure out
a card for Dr MacKenzie with all the animals gathered around hils
bedside looking like doctors with stethescopes etc.

Do hope Aunt Julie doesn't have to have any more treat-
ments and soon will be able to come out of the hospital, maybe she
could get a practical nurse to stay with her in the apartment for a
time, most people like best to be in their own home if possible.

Mail time so will once more bundle up and go out. We must
be getting used to the cold for I have only worn a cap a few times
this winter, did this morning but it didn't seem really necessary
in the car.

Loads of love
Qa.:ﬁ‘}.ho_r\m

P.S. Am enclosing a clipping that Mrs Castle sen® us from Honolulu,
she is the one who comes to Lake Louise and has bought severdl of
Pete's pictures , lives in Honmolulu, but is very interested in
introducing song birds to the islands, it takes a long time and
lots of red tape for they have to be sure they will do no harm to
other birds, crops etc. You might return the clipping after reading
for she might like to send it to other friends, ¥he Bartletts

would be interested as they went to the Castles for dinner when
in Hawaii.




Banff,Alberta.

Wed.Jan.18,1356.

Dearest Mother,

At last I have finished all 26"thank-you'notes
and & number of others as well, still have more to write but
not too many but must get the Income Tax information fipured
out which will take a little time, can't decide whether to clean
and tidy desk before or after., We have my workroom all set up
with easel etc. s0 soon I will be able to get down to painting.
Pete works each day without too many interruptions.

Cliff has arrived from Prince Rupert, we can't
guite figure out whether he is going back or what. There is no
special work for him here and he would almost have to live with
one of the boys so perhaps it is better if he has a job he ean
do,to go back to it. He came up from Calgary yesterday and was
down to see us this morning. He is £ iffts older brother.,

Pete's

Am always clipping out things to send you and then
never think to enclose them. Have one about the weather. Calgary
has had it much colder than we have, and this week it has been
below zero most every day there and up in the 20s here, but to-day
it got to 40 above in Calgary, the warmest since November 7th.

What rain you have had., Mildred wrote a nice letter
saying they had a week of rain, what if it had been snow 7 Just
a few degrees make a lot of difference.

Will send you an article about"Nutmeg boxes"that
I Jjust found in the British Country Life, thought it would be
interesting to keep in with the box collection. It pertains I
think to the little silver boxes we used to get in England and
we thogght were snuff boxes. I always wondered why the little

gratef]

Also in the collection as I remember there is a
small round box with a tartan outside I believe and in it are
4 flat discs with cards onp them similar to this one. Do you know
what game it goes with ? +hought it might be interesting to reply
to the enclosed letter if you do know. Found there was one reply
in & later issue that it might be whist.

Thanks for all clippings, Have you an idea when
Clare and Martin Bovey are to be married and whether in England
or Concord. and how about Steddy Buttrick?

Am sure I wrote that we would like very much to
have the Christmas copy of Life you spoke of,

This isn't much of a letter but will send it any
way. Mrs Painter came down yesterday and borrowed some books
She likes the kind you send. Found our Edmee had been in the
hospital in Calgary for nearly 2 weeks and we had heard nothing
about it, sort of a check up. we don_t see herg much except on

the main street so didn't miss her too much about town. e ﬂﬁ:r .E
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Banff,Alberta.

Sunday, Jan.22, 1956

Dearest Mother,

Your nice letter yesterday, telling of Miss Cooke
having died, poor old lady she must have been & wonderful person,
I shouldn't say " Poor lady " for actually she had rather a fine
life and knew lots of interesting people, was a neighbor of Dodge
MacKnight and must have helped a lot of people in her day but it
was rather hard being alone for her later years.

I will return the obituary which Russell may not
have seen. It was not Beatrix Potter's Peter Rabbit but Thornton
W. Burgess she inspired. He wrote books I remember well about
all the animals, you should try and get some out of the library
with"Aunt Sally” in them just for fun. Often in the newspapers
they have a story of his each day with a little picture, of Peter
Rabblt I guess,

Actually Miss Cooke wasn't a direct descendant of’
Captain Cook, for hone of his children had descendahhs, no doubt
1t was the same family of Cook and I often wondered if there was
a connection with Sandwich Islands and Sandwich Mass, as Capt,
Cook was the one to name the Sandwich lslands. Strangléy enough
& friend in Banff named Doris Blow told me last year that her
mother and Unkée were invited to the unvelling of a monument for
Capt. Cook at Kona in Hawaii, and were told that they were the
closest descendants to Capt. Cook known from the records in England.
but then perhaps they didn't have track of the family Miss Cooke
belonged to. and it was Doris who said nome of his children had
families to carry on.

It was really very touching that Miss Qooke should
leave what money she had to Fuss and fle, I agree it should go to
the man,who,as he writes in his letter , " I'm Miss Cooke's man
Friday I suppose for the last 15-20 years,f She has been very good
and kind to me so I feel I mhmwl@ must do every thing I can for her
well being." His name looks to be Clarence E.Cahoon.

When you first sead the letter I thought it was
written by the nurse but when you re-read it you realize that it
was Mr Cahoon who took such an interest in Miss Cooke and was %ith
her in the ambulance and at the hospital and went to help her each
day to eat. Not the nurse. Seems to me you sent a letter last year
from someone there who wasn't too pleased that she stayed with the
nurse, but have only a vague idea of it. Will see if by any chance
it is still in a drawer of old letters. It would be just as well to
enquire a bit who did the most for her but it would look as if it
were Clarance Cahoon,




How nice that Aunt Julie is home, bet she feels happy to be
in her own apartament,and how nice she has a practical nurse to
help , seems a far better arangement that Storrow House .

At last’'you have snow, sounded ®ery pretty, we have reaained
the same now for a couple of weeks, neither hot nor coldﬁi?ﬁs the
snow hasn't melted at all but just settled a bitidvumam .

T

What books have you that came from the Boston Book and Art
Ehop, that you haven't sent us yet? You spoke of one just
characters, Was that " Hiroshige " by Uchida Minoru. ? and
doesn't it have lots of illustaations ? There should have been
another book " Forty Illustrators and How they Work"By Ernest
Watson and a book for the Morants on "Tyrolwan Interiors " if
there are any missing just let me know so I can write the hoolk
shop and ask.

We were guite gay Friday, a rather busy day for we had &
letter from Lila saying Cam was in hospital having collapsed at
work. That is Pete's sister. Evidently over ®work and not eating
enough of the right food to keep his brain fed. We never did think
they ate sensible things. But we felt awfully sorry for Cam hdd
Just been promoted to a"C" Editor for the C.B.C. and was on T.V.
and collected news for the broadcasts. He evidently kas been very
seriously ill. so that mean't a letter. Than Nick Morant asking us
to find a negative in his house to send him, which we couldn't
find though he gave us all instructions. Then Nellie 4¥acKenzie
to borrow more books for Luncan MacKenzie who is still in hospital
after the heart attack. and then at 6.30 we went to " an after 8
party P2 Not exactly a cocktail party though that is what you have
when you arrive, a drink of somesort, rye or sheeyyf. one rarely
has & cocktail in Canadi} then when everyone gets a bit hungry a
nice cold supper., turkey'and salads and rells, ending with coffee
and cake. A simple kind of paety for a person to do oneself.and
then they get Mrs Powell to come when it is being served and to wash
up, she goes home and the party continues for as long as people
want to stay. We stayed with the majority until 10.30 but some were
there until 2 in the morning, just talking. and maybe they had
something more to drink and eat. it was the bank manager and his wife
who gave it and a nice crowd. the Vallances and Walter Phillips
and Wakelyns, a gov't engineer, were the older ones and fie Mrs
C.¥M.Walker and then an egual number of younger ones but a congenial
group. about 16 or 18 in all.

Lunch time so will send this along with the enclosed
Loads of love,

SHannis







Hani‘f‘,f-‘lta -
Jan.24,1956.

Dearest Mother,

I had no sooner asked you about the book on
Illuitrators and how they wFrr s than it came in the next mail,
Also”I married the Klondike. Thanks so much and please than
Hanne for doing them up so well.

The long range forecast in our paper says’above
normal temperatures so hope they are right, it has been nice the
last two weeks and lovely and sunny to-day. Verne was down yes-
terday afternoon and helped us cut some linoleum to go over the
chest of drawers in the big bedroom where 1 expect to work so if
I spill anything it won't matter. It was a funny day, snow squals
and so dark at times we couldn't paint. Lynnie came too after
echool and later Cyril PRris who stayed until six, then Jonny
was over in the evening but I got the ironing done and a couple of
business letters done while he was here.

Have you seemthe new book on Sargent, Don't know
what it is called but 1 believe his life, should be interesting.
If you wanted to go 1n to see the exhinitinn at the museum why

not take Mmg and Mrs Sohier, come. out before 5.50 and you won't
get as much traffic, and get a wheel chair at the museum and see
the exhibition in sty;e. It would be fun as the people would
look familiar,

Thanks for the picture of the Wasp nest, it is
enormous, & good photograph. I notice on the back of one clipping
a picture of the men on the Commission to preserve 0ld Beacon Hill,
a good idea, We had a card from Lady Gardiner in London and she lives
in Sheffield Terrace and spoke of how they put candles in the windows
on Christmas Eve, an old custom, I don't know 96 just on that partichdar
Terrace or whether in other parts of London, must write and find out,

You sent the review of the Sargent book. " John Singer
cargent” by Charles Merrill Mount. Bave you read it,?

Not much of a letter but thought you would want to
kmow if the books arrived.

Loads of love,
’"c\.rttm
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Banff,Alberta.

Fri.Jan.27,1856,

Dearest M¥other,

Had hoped to write you to-day but instead worked

on getting our Income Tax figures to-gether, was just finishing
“\Wwhen*Frank Kaquits,one of the younger Morgdy Indians who wants to
\learn to paint came to see us. He 1s a very quiet lad and speaks
|well having gone through grade 8, The older Indiang asked if Pete
jcould help him but in summer it is hard. Anyway after a cup of
jecoffee and quite a long talk, we arranged that he should come up
lonce a week on lhursday and Pete would help him. So #t will be
interesting to see how it comes out. He was still here when Charlie

£
'Beil came in ufkb stayed until nearly six, always lots to talk to
|him about. He is making a big mural picture of cattle and horses,
| chuck wagons etc, He is the one who does the models of Indians and
Méhﬁrsas, So it was a full afternoon.

el wld‘faﬁe.;ﬁingoaagj;dﬁp‘im&’&m'irer%ut
o %fﬂﬂ& ML

s uuf csunday, Never had a chance to finish this yesterday
in time for the mail so will add on now. It was -18°below yesterday
and -20°below to-day, so we are having it fairly chilly for a change,
it is clear but a fine frost in the air, dlmost like snow but so
fine you can only see it when the sun is behind it, like a frozen fog.
Makes it seem cold when it is like that., Have just been out to take
the car for it's weekly run. We go so slow around town it gets
sort of clogged and each week run it up to 45 on one good stretech of
road and it sort of frees the motor. Also we check on how much they
have done on the new Trans-@anada along the lakes to the west. They
are £ill blasting but it should be a wonderful road when they
finish, They work a night shift too. This summer is golng to be
sort of annoying there is so much road building going on in every
direction and if it is dry the dust will be awful and if wet the
mud is worse. The new read to Lake Louise will be mmstx for the most
part on the other side of the river so that won't interfere, except
with a new road being built they aren't apt to do much to the old
road. Then to go to B.C. over the Windermere they are to widen a
30 mile stretch at te other end. They are to build more road going
by Field and the Jasper Highway will be unfinished and rough and
dusty and the road east is also being built, In another 2 years
it should be fine,

Haven't done a great deal that is eeciting. Did go
to theSki Jumping for the school boys yesterday thinking we should
show our interest, but in some ways should have stayed home and
listened to the rest of Del Meistersinger on the opera. It was
cold and we had to walk up ,through snow you dropped through the
crust in sections. It wasn t a hard crust but just gnough to let
you through into a couple 6f feet of sugar snow. It was to start
at 1.30 but the officlal who ran it didn't arrive until nearly two,
It is so hard to get things well run. We are always having new




comers to Banff who take a keen interest in Skiing and really
don't know much about it, only what they have read in the rule
book, but they have takan exams in Judging and running tournaments
ete. and feel they know all about it. Itxsexdiz They object te the
way the local pecple have always run things, saying you can't do
this or ean't do that because the Ski Alliance says it has to be
this way ete, and the local skiers get so dusgusted they say,

" allright you run it then." so these new ones take over and makg
a terrioble mess 1f it really. There was just one offical iﬁﬁﬁhnaﬂ%
de-be running it and he hadn't organiied the thing at all and then
arrivec at the last mintbte. A few willing school teachers were
helping who knew nothing about marking the jJjumping and it did

seem too bad. The same sort of thing has happeped wth the races.
The local skiers have run them for years but aﬁiﬂrace comes odaes
end the Calgary eity skiers come along and want it all run their
way though# they only have ideas from what they have reads so
gradually the local ones drop out and lose interest.

When we came back Nellie MacKenzie came for more books for
Yuncan and broucht the smallest girl with her, Sandy, and we had
coffee and gingerale. Last night listened to the hoceky game in
Montreal and I sorted out kodachrome slides, Will keep me busy
for a long time I think, for I haven't done them all for ages and
have quite a few in rolls to be mounted &s well.

It is dinner time now. *his wasn't the letter I mean't to
write at all. better luck next time.

Loads of love,

Ny Mooy -




Baﬂff, A 1ta -
Tues.Jan.3l, 1356/

Dearest Mother,

Antddher nice. letter from you, scunds as if that
busy morning didn't help in the end, to land you in bed, but
am sure as Spring arrives you will start to feel better, we all
slow up in winter like the animals. The Indians, especially the
old ones always pick up after a good feed of meat, maybe that
would help you. lhey can te on the verge of dying and then a lot
of tough stew meat sent down and they are up for Indian days again
dowever I do hope you feel much better by now.

We had one of those days yesterday, a whole variety
of people, we were trying to paint in the morning and had only one
tnterruption. then Nellie was down for more books in the afterp
noon and Mr Lonsdale for his painting lesson, he always has a few
pictures he has worked on for Pete to criticige, but left without
stopping for tea, a church meeting to get ready for and a couple
of calls to make. We had coffee and then out to see Eldon and a
few errangs at five Pete Tasker and his wife dropped in to borrow
one of our battery radios, He is coming in for a Wardens course at
the summer school next week and she will be alone up at the Bow
Summit with the baby for 11 days, the road is open and Government
men going through, she says she doesn't mind and if she comes down
it means things freezing etc. They were here until nearly 5.30
then right after supper we went up to see Dr MacKenzie for a short
time, the evenings are long and Nellie had driven to Calgary last
night to bee“MacBeth.'I am glad I saw all the Shakespeare I care
about in my school days. This was the company from Stratford Ont.
supposed to be very good. The ironing to do when we got back so
didn't write,

lfodday is just lovely, clear as a bell, -20 below

again but above zero this afternoon.”We painted this morning a bit
and then over town, saw Bev and Eldon about some things, did the
errands, were having an early lunch when three Indians came to see
us, 0ld Mrs TJohn Simdan, who had never been before, she is 78 and
with her husband knew Pete's father when he lived in the section
house at SCawback, he would ferry sf%n.acrnﬂs the river with their
furs etc.then take them or the th¥ngs to Banff on the handecar.

1888 ord0 I guess. nearly 6§ years ago, she MESt have been a

% young bride in those days Her grandaughte 2% spoke good English
and a neice Clarabelle, the—ebhors—name—was~lay. Very nice girls,
the elder 25 and the younger 17, so they told us. We were Just
eating pie but they had had lunch so I made them tea and got out
Christmas cake and cookies etc."They were very interested in the
paintings and the one we have in the kitchen:irs Simeon even found
herself in with much giggling, The Portrait of the Red Squaw was
May's mother who has since died, so they all went in to look at
it while I made tea, and as Pete said Bld Mrs Simeon had a little
; sort of moaning song about 1t.I don't know how you would express




it, they don't say words but just make a sort of noibe that is
very expressive., They also looked at the photographs of the

murals and got a real laugh out of some of the figures, especially
the dancing, Mrs Simeon also said the old lady tending the fire

in one was ner, in the skin scraping one. When they had finished
tea she carefully picked up the few cookies and two pieces of cake
and put them in the paper napkin, then into the flour sack they
always have with them for just such occasions. Perhaps it is a
compliment to the food that hey take what is left with them, she
did it in such a nice way it didn't seem funny, probably an old
custom, When drinking her tea and it was a little too hot she
poured some in her saucer, placed the cup to the side and

it from the saucer, which after all was the polite way at

We had a nice vilsit and now they have gone. & bit late to

this afternocon so expect we will be going out soon and mai

Had a letter from the Wards to-day , they are in Fheonizx,
Arizona, in a small motel in the older part, a rose bush in full
bloom outside their #window which I imagine Cis would rezel in.
Oleanderg hedges around the gardens, they have run into several
Calgary ppople so Will no doubt enjoy themselves. Knowing
people makes it more funf

Lots of love mother and do hope you are feeling better.

P.5.Fuss said he had asked you to send the copy of Gales long
letter which we are looking forward to reading. She muszt be
having a wonderful time, and we are anxious to hear where she
went skiing as we have been to guite a number of the various

places. Wi @mﬂ‘:} CVS (W
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Banff,Alberta.

Thurs.Feb.2,1856,

Dearest Hother,

I may get a letter answering some of yours written

to-night. but first think you will be interested in what we did
to-day.

st -oid S T tell you Frank Kaguits, one of the Hobema
Indian E?;E& “crley who wants to be an artist was coming up for
Fete to help as he has been helping Mrg Lonsdale for a year now.
We went to Norman Luxtans to see a small diorama Frank had made
and Norman said they were going to try and get him into the
summer school this year, so Pete told him that he had suggested
he come up once a week to us, and Norman said,"You don't know
Indians, he won t come."

Well ta-day was the day, we had sent him 32,00
for railfare and expecteﬁ him on the 10.30 train. So deecided to
meet it and then we would know if he came or not. He was to bring
his paints in a suitcase, palette ete. 5o down we went, the train
was even on time but no Indian. We thought maybe he got a ride up
ao carried on with what we had to do and were making an early
lunch when he arrived., Had missed the train and hitchiked up, so
Pete gave him enough for lunch overtown and told him to be bhack at
1.15. Back he came right on the dot. Pete took him upstairs and
then showed him how to draw a sketeh in in charcodd, then wash it
in with turps and then paint in oil. This took quite a while and
I couldhear them talking. at least Pete talking. He is very patient
exp1a1n1ng everything and of course it is & little more difficult
when a person can't speak a great deal of English and doesn't
understand painting terms, lhen he set Frank fo doing the same
subjeet.while Pdte came down and cleaned his brushes and pallette
so he could start fresh. They worked until after 4 o'elock, it
was pretty intensivey” I made coffee just before five and tﬂ&ﬂ me
took him to the station. It is going to be i&J?es

Es to se
e progresses and-if he com up regularly. *%L
T 1néit W&u1
Had a nike letter from Mr Clarence Cahoon to-day

with the clipping about Miss Cooke from the local paper and a nice
picture of her, also one of the funeral and the Robb Flowers, It

was kind of him to write and when I answer it will send it on to
you. +hink I will keep the clipping unless you haven't seen it.
Expect he sent you one too. He alsc marked the flowers from Thornton
Burgess the one who writes the Feter Rabbit stories, but he gouldn't
get to the funeral being in Tobago.|thats in the West lndiass *ﬁr
the winter I expect.

That was interesting about 0live Newbury meeting
Lennox Lindsay, at least he was the one in Electricity etc. We
poth knew him. Pete when he was a boy in Banff and I of course in
Gomcond. Think he was maybe older than Jean.




Glad Dr Bartlett is home and so must be on the mend. Did
the Bartletts read " Wild Americapd" that you sent us at Christmas ?
Am sure they would enjoy it having seen so many of the birds in
Florida. Nice that Aunt Julie is out, she has had quite a seige.

The only time I think I met ¥h Tomita was at the opening of the
Sargent murals at the museum or some such occasion. I don't think
I was ever 1in Concord when they came out, though you have written
about them but I just assumed she was Japanese,

Thanks for looking up those boxes abd especially the one with
the four little discs and a card painting on each.one. Were the
cards the same as the ones in the clipping I sentJ Might be rather
interesting to write to the person and see if they ever found out

what they are for. Could they be gribbage? cher ? You had the
box ever since I can remernberﬂwﬁ.& ‘Mmiwv.k D{ M B—"

If you don't want the Book. "Ann and the Indians, " 1uet send
it back some time. I wote Dorothy Whyte in Vancouver, don't know
if you would remember meeting her, she used to work at the Banff
Springs in the information desk and lately she has been the house
mother or matren of the Rehabilitation Centre in Vancouver, where
paralized people learn to do things. She was here the last two
summers at the Summer school for a month. Anyway I knew she lived
in Dawson , in fact was born there, so wrote her and asked if she
had read the book"I Married the Klondike " the one I sent you Xmas.
this is what she wrote back.

" T read Mrs Berton's story ( condensed)in McLeans Magazine.

She used to be Finlay's teacher "( Finlay was Borothy's brother and
Iily is her older sister ) "I remember Mr.Berton before he married
her - never liked him. Everyone thought him a gueer duck. Her story
is guite good. It would seem to me that it would only be of Interest
to people of the North or who had pioneered in other spots. Our

first homee had a mud roof, and when Mother and I were in England

in 1905 Lil was left to keep house for father and the boys, the

roof leaked , so she stayed in Ded with an umbrella over her head add
refused to get their meals until they tinned the roof ( corrugated)
My memories of the Yukon are happy ones, never had anything but a

lot of good friends and happy times playing baseball at the corner
with the boys, and season ticket at the rink in the winter, never had
a drink of fresh milk and the eggs were pretty stale, "

Have they decided what to do with Mr Cabots homee ? would
make a good upstairs and downstalrs suite but guess in the distréét
maybe they can't do that.

Do send us if you can the iXEimery e Newburys p Re
would love to know where they are goling 7 -b?"& ﬁc»f @Qaﬂ -

Did I tell you Just to keep the two years of Arizona Highways
if they made a mistake and sent it twice. It is sort of a subtle way

of advertising anyway.We only paid for one. Hope you are getting this
vears allright.

You mentioned once that Mrs Edwin Brooks has moved to
Maoument St. Which house? and did Mr Brocks die ?

T ihﬂhﬁ.%&wuh
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Banff,Alberta.

Sun.Feb.5,1858

Dearest Mother,

Wish you could be here to sit on our doorstep in
the sun, it is such a lovely day and the mountains have a soft
blue hazy look to the shadows, sort of a spring lock. the birds
all twiterring about. The sun feels warm but it is barely thrity
out so guess it won't melt very much, the snow is a little worn S
looking but everything still covered, We expect a terrific thaw wa?
during the Carnival, any time like that we usually have too mpuch
snow, too little or all meiting. However this is the biggest ski
weekend of the winter when the teams of the various western
colleges compete, Alberta, B.C. State of Wash. Yontana and Idaho.
I get a little mixed,) They had the long distance races yesterday
and the Gifant Slalom and to—day the downhill and slalom. It is
Just perfect for racers and speckators whi-ch is nice.

We have just been for the mail, soory you aren't
feeling up to scratch and in bed. Do hope it perks you up and that
you feel better soon. One thing about x-rays, if they don't show
anything wrong, the fact of knowing makes one feel better. Maybe
some speclal diet would help, give you more strenghth. Actually I
think you seem very active and on the whole as well as can be
expected for a person your age. Am not giving you much sympathy
am I 7 It is too bad you feel mean so much of the time but I have

come to, the ¢ clusic%llot of people de—imt one would never sus-
pect-&uit&ntrﬁ\ q\gk“, %.,3, ,\ Ao,

Rusty sent us the wonderful long letter from Gale,
she has such an usuakal way of expressing herself and we were
interested in all the places she had been. We spent several weeks
in Klosters though didn't know the hotel she spoke of, and we too
have skiied on the Parsenn. It would seem that the University part
wasn't quite what she expected, they probably study in an entirely
different manner than over here, Never did know just what she was
taking in the way of subjects. She certainly is having all sorts
of experiences and meeting many people but we thought she soundféd
Just a wee bit homesick, After you are away as long as she has
been you do feel a yen for home. Don't know who I am to return it
to, perhaps E? Rusty in case he wants to read it again.So
aMmﬁ" o Xt tdowt -

In regards to the Indian boy painting. We have
trédd to get him to paint in the simple manner of the Navajos but
the Indians here have no background of painting, Ih the south west
they did sand paibidpg and also made pictures on the walls of caves
etc. but here they were too busy keeping alive I guess and also
were nomadic and moved from place to place and didn't paint until
recent drawings on teepees. The other day he told us he wanted to
paint as Pete does, make things look as they are. We sent him the
National Geographic with the colored reproductions of Indian Paintgngs
and he told me he thought they must tell stories and that you woul




have to know the story first to understand the ptcture. Anyway
Pete is going to try and show him how to mix colors and put paint
on and care for his brushes and then as he works away he will
gradually develope his own style.

Does seem a shame that Aunt Mary Homrs house should be
torn down, I always thought it was such a lovely living room but
probably everything Would have needed doing over, the lighting and
heating as well as painting etc. and so few want great big houses
now-a-days and if you wanted a big house you would want the fun &
planning it yourself.

I thought that a wonderful idea to give the Hatherway
place to the Audubon society, house and all. After reading"wild
America" (Am only as far as Mexico in it ) it makes you realize how
important a few Wild Life sanctuarys are. I thought the one near
New Orleans the ?ESt interesting. Have the Bartletts read it yet?
Am sure they wou enjoy it. :

S WXaY )

Friday night we went up to tﬁg Phillips for supper. just
us and the Vallances who were leaving the next day to drive to
California. They live next to one another. We went early at 6
which suited us fine and were home before ten. It was a nice evening
and a real dinner with roast beef and wonderful yorkshire pudding
and little mince pies as well as desert. Mr Phillips has cataracts
on both his eyes too but has painted pretty steadily before they get
teo bad. Just now is working on a book, when it is published, maybe
next winter , will send you one, though it may be mostly tecknical.

Doris Vallance is the very nervous type and a meticulous
housekeeper, never a spot of dust and everything done just right but
a fine person too. Syd was saying that all week she was getting
things washed up before they left so as to leave nothing soiled in
the house, and he could hardly find anything to wear, if he left a

shert a minute it was wahBed up and he daren't touch it again., Mr
Phillips said just what Bappened to him before they went on a trip.

The night before the Vallances thought they would just make
one of those quick deserts, and so tried what is called a " Puddy
Cake " they sald the name should have warned them, but someone gave
it to them to try. You put it in a pyrex dish, adde® a cup of water
and set it &n an oven of 4505 or something like that, After a certain
time Doris opened the oven door and out flowed a great mass of
foamy puddy cake, the dish had broken as well and such & sticky mess,
Syd of eourse made a good story of it saying theyﬁractically had to
take th e stove apabt to clean it up and the floor newly cleaned was
equally messy. They haven't much use for Puddy cakes anymore.

Pete has been working on several pictures 168"x 20"latedy,
ones ne had promised to various people, then Thursday he drew in a
2o"X 80" from a sketch of Mt &ssinaboine with a very stormy affect.
caid it seemed easier for him to work on the larger ones, didn't feel
so cramped, and Friday he worked a couple of hours in the moring and
did the mountain and sky and after lunch started in again and did the
#foreground in another 2 hours, I think it came out awfully well, It
is not often you can bat off a big picture like that and give it the
feeling of a sketch. But if you can it works better, it has a nice
loose cuality, not worked over. He has been drawing in another one

yesterday and to-day. Will look up some elippings for you.

Soadn a{*QUVf- (:hjglaiau;a




Banff,Alberta.

Tues.Feb,7,1956/

Dearest Mother,

Hot dguite light enough to paint so will just
write a bit to you. Not that there is much news.

- Yesterday is the day Mr Lonsdale the minister
always comes with the. pictures he has been working on during

the week for Pete to help him with and sure enough turned up

at 5 or a little later, He is doing remarkably well, the other
day we saw one he had given Sid Vallance and it was hapging with
pictures of Mr Phillips and other well known artists and looked
very well. He keeps his things strong and simple and his color
is quite good and when Pete points out something that could be
improved he tries to do what Pete ®uggests and really corrects
his mistakes, I think Pete is an awfully good teacher in that
way, He never touches a persons picture just points out things
and does it in a quiet way. But we often think how we used to
get two or three minutes once er twice a week of individual
instruction and ir Lonsdale gets an hour or more.

Did you notice the editorial in this weeks LiTe
on Art? Do read it if Mary still has it. It is on the Editorial
page of the Feb 6th. copy, page 30. " Artists at ILiberty "
Looks like a swing away from the abstract kind of thing. and
did I thankyou for sending the Copy of Life with Christianity ?
We were so glad to get it.

Mr Lonsdale was still having tea when Lynnie and
Christine arrived and we had guite a party for then Mary Lee
appeared and later Lona Becker and Penny Warren, Mr Lonsdale left
after a while but the kids stayed until nearly six. Are qguite
amusing in their remarks. Mary Lee at a difficult stage and a
pit blase ( can't spedl it ) a real teen ager. thinks she is an
old maid at 17 as some of her friends are already engaged! Told
us someones nephew was one of her heros so we asked"why ? #nd
she said " because he is tall, has dark burly hair and blue eyesh
che is really funny but think she will come out of it allright.
At least she is skiing and racing, works in a cafe on weekends
and during the week after school and reads good books so we
think she 1is justtrying to effect being grown-up.

che and Mr Lonsdale had something in common having
gone down last week to Calgary to see the Stratford(Canadan)
players, Mary Lee saw"MacBeth¥f and Mr Londdale Ceorge Bernard
Shawas " 5t, Joan." Poth were done in modefn dress and no stage
settings. Mr Lonsdale said all they had was a table and four
stools and even for the throne they just put one stool on top
of the table , one below , fmxx®t One has to act well to do that
sort of thing. Mary Lee miss ed the scenery but Mr Lonsdale said
it was wonderful the way they did it. “ome of the actors even taking
£ or & parts,




but they agreed that the lines in"St. Joan" were better
suited to it than Shakespeare. Quite a few drove down, but
am afraid I wouldn't drive 170 miles in an evening to ses

chakespaare, in winter too.

Last night Mrs Simpson dropped 1n and we had
visit with her, she was full of enthusiasm, or else
lots of steam, she is so deaf she does most of the

we enjoy her.

Sun is over the mountalns so will write no more now,

Jo hope you are feeling much better.

s LR,

1
i




Banff,Alta.

Thurs.Feb.9,1356,

Dearest Mother,

It is so good of Hanne to write and her letter
posted Tuesday morning early came this noon. really aquick.
Guess it makes a good connection when it gets mailed before 10.
This was stamped 10,30 A M.

We are so glad you are really better for we

were very concerned to have you feeling so miserable. As the
days get nicer it will help too. To-day is Just lovely here and
as soon as the skating music sta rts I am going to widk over
and see if Mary Simpson is skating with young David, the little
grandson. He iIs just & and very independent so Varv says and
doesn't want to be helped. He has red hair and a temper to go
with it. Mary is working in Calgary and comes up her day off.

This is the day the Indian boy, frank Kaguits,
come up from Morley to have Yete help him learn to paint. We
wondered if he would come when 10.30 passed and no sign of him.
Fete was sort of doing odd Jjobs and then Mary Simpson ran over
for a little chat, and them about 11 Be arrived. The train was
late, Then the Ernie Larsons came with the keys to the Morants
house and post office box as the Barsons are moving to Edmonton
so we had a busy morning. Frank went over town for an hour and
we gol our lunch, Now Fete is upstairs explaﬂbg things as best
he can. The boy seems very sincarei brought up a landscape he
had done and it is gquite good. Don't think the Indians here have
the same feeling for design as the ones in the south do.

The Trans-Canada Highway is to go through the
Indian Reserve so they are to start slashing the 15th and Frank
will have work with the rest of the men. 4 good thing for the
Indians, so he may not be up for a while.

Think I wrote that Rusty sent Gale's letter on
for us to read and we sent it back to him, it of course came
right after I asked you about it. It certainly was a fine letter
and we enjoyed it.

This is an awfully stupid letter btut will send
it along and write again soon, I hear the skating music now and
thought I might finish the roll in the camera. It really looks
like spring out.

L won't send the clippings about Miss Cooke for
they must be the same ones, it was nice of M¥r Cahoon to write me
I thought.

Loads of love Mother and we really hope you get

your strenghh back soon so aa not to miss too many of the bridge
parties.

”mﬂ@%x@ °~’-\'3 N C@M
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Banff,Alberta.

Sun.Feb.12,1856

Dearest Mother,

Another nice note from Hanne to-day, she has
been so good to write and it does help a lot for then we lknow
everything is 0.K. Glad to hear the doctor thinks you will be
out and about soon, I guess you are a bit like your father and
hate to be sick and laid up.

Not much to write about, we are having a touch of
winter again, snowing a little to-day though it almost cleared off
at noon and the sun came out but the forecast is for snow and cold
weather,

Yesterday Fete Tasker dropped in with a film he
wanted Pete to develope if convenient. He has been at the wardens
school for axwesk ten days, gquite a way out from Banff, and Jean
his young wife and little boy about 1% years old are still up at
Bow Iake., The road is plowed this winter as they are clearing for
a wider road about ten miles notth, but it was just as well it
was a mild week and no storms, she has a telephone to the warden
at ILake Louise, maybe a wireless but it is 30 miles from Lake
Louisze station and the only other people round are the men at the
camp 15 or 20 miles in the other dieection, don't suppose you would
enjoy it.

You spoke of Arizona dighways and the lovely
pictures and wondered why you never went there, it is only com-
paritively recently that it has become popular in winter, Yon ''t
you remember years ago people went to Tuscon Arizona for T.B. and
still do. Phoenix has gwown rapidly the last few years and is quite
a city. The Sam Wards are there now in a motel in the older part
outside the city but near enough, and the George Nob&ls left this
week by train, a long roundabout trip. The easiest way is to go to
Winnipeg and Minneapolls and then to Arizona direct. but they
couldn't get reservations that way so went to Vancouver, and to Seattle,
San Francisco and then Los Angeles,(all chan#egL and then back to
Arizona. There are no direct trains fiorth and south in the states
only busses and planes. Actually the easiest trip is to fly to
Honolulu, you can leave Calgary in the afternoon and be in Hawail the
next morning. Speaking of Arizona, 1 have a blt Grandpa wrote about
a trip he made years ago and they camped ocut and went right thru
the part where Pheonix is now.

?

Will bewkiting again soon 8nd do hope you are
really feeling better.

Loads of love,
P.5. Had a nice letter from Rusty, he was going to Toronto this
weekend with the Hockey team for a game and a party. also said they

were having"silly exams " each month, too much mental work not
enough physical to swifl




Banff,Alberta.

Tues .Feb.14,1958

Dearest Mother,

It is Valentines Day and we are Baving a bit of
winter again, was -30' in Calgary this morning but only -20"here
50 guess we are lucky. Must feel cold out as there is quite a
wind, Actually we haven't had any really severe weather like 40Y
below, but it has never gotten to 40”above either sinfe the first
wee%ﬁ%ere home last fall.

And how are you ? We hope feeling better each day
though sometimes it takes time to get one's strédgth back. George
Noble here had a severe cold or flu and perhaps it was a touch of
phneumonia. That was before Chrittmas and he was so weak from
being in bed and not feeling hungry that it was only a week or
two ago that he began to come down to the store each day and now
he has gone to Phoenix Apisona to sit in the sun. But he got
pretty discouraged not feeling like doing anything but stay in
bed or sit but picked up well in the end. So perhaps you will
start feeling real perky soon, we sure hope sa.

Hanne's letters have been so nice to get but we
really miss yours, doesn't seem natural without any from you in
our mail. Have been getting postcards from Europe, our friends in
Minnesota, the Kaldahls were in Switzerland, Austria and the
Olympics, Dell Brewster and irs MacDougall in Spain and yesterday
an artist friend in Holland, another in Spain and the Kenneth
Forbes in Hajerca. The Vallances are in Mexico and their son and
daughter in Guatemala, Pearl Moore in Barbados and Fern Brewtber
in Honolulu as well as 6 others from here. People seem to he all
over. Oh yes the Painters went to Philadlphia for 2 months, It
is rather guiet and not too many interruptions.

Had such & nice letter from Cousin Alma, must write
her soon. I do think their trip sounds Just wonderful, Pete said
he wished we could go along he as a valet to Cousin Sert and I
Cousin Alma's maid. Actually a guided tour like that is the best
way to make the most of one's time, I bet they save a whole week
in not having to make their own arrangements, handle baggage and
all the rest. They can be looking at things not keeping their eye
on thelr luggage so to speak, You can spend a lot of time Just
finding out about bus trips and hotel rooms and standing at desks
etc. and it will be fun too to be with congenial people to do
things with. So many things are more fun if you are with peopda
you know, sort of enthuse to-gether I guess.

Sounds a most comprehensive tour and covers a got
of places in a short time, one good angle is that they see hoth
the cities and countryside in each country, they are near the sea
and also in the high mountains, lots of variety. It really will
be a wonderful trip.




We were up early this morning to take the milk in before
it froze, comes at 7 so we were down by 7.230, now it is nearly
nine and getting light enough to paint. Pete has a lot of pictures
started., for several years now he has promised several people to
do certain sketches larger size for them and is trying to get them
done this winter for 3dst year he spent all his time on the Indian
ones and no time for landscapes. It always seems harder to do
pictures other pecppe want, much easier to do what you want or
feel like doing.

Lots of love Mother and we do hope you are much better,
not mich we can do but write often.

CoRanmuie

P,5. Did you notice the houses in Arizoan Bighways by Frank Lloyd
ng;ht , somehow they seem to go with the desert country, something
1ike the gueer shaped Cactus.
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Banff,Alta.
Feb.17,1356.

Dearest Mother,
< few more clippings which I cut out ages ago and
thought you might like to read. Nothing special.

I seem to start all letters with the weather, We
saw a big sun dog yesterday in the sky and Pete said " Ah. a change
in the weather ." and as it seemed cold we fdpured a nice mild
spell at last, The weather man forecast a chinook and we were all
set with @ strong west wind. & bit disappointing to find it ten
below this morning and it was still zero at noon and the weather
man admitted he had made a mistake, the mild spell was up north
and somehow went through a narrow channel in the rockies and didn't
help anyone and we are in for more " Artic Air." You get all your
cold " from Lanada " but ours is always "artic air! We also heard
it was 10 above in Vancouver, very cold fior there and in February and
to-day they said it had stopped snowing in Victoria but was still
coming down in Vancouver, no wonder there wasn't much mild air to
blow ocur way. We are still hoping for an early spring the end of
March unless i1t is one of those record winters wiih snow until May!

However it is quiet and few people drop in when it
is real cold, they don't get out as much andthen most of the people
who kept coming last year to see how the Indiam paintings were coming
on are away this year. So we are getting a good chance to paint.
Pete keeps on longer than I do for I find after a few hours standing
my back gets tired, am still not doing very well, am even considering
trying water colorsl :

Haven't heard from Hanne or you for quite a number
of days so expect that you have written regular mail which takes 2
or & days longer, just hope you are really feeling better. It was
good of Russ to write last Saturday for he thought you seemed better
then but it does seem a long time since we had a letter from you
ourself, almost the last one was that very busy morning when Cousin
Alma, Eleanor Johnson the Miss Morrison and MrCarter all came at
once. and Miss Barrett for lunch, That was the 24th of January and

i?ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁiﬁi i‘g“wéﬁ: e 858, Booe M RBEL Sk f'ﬁi&“gm

ﬁf*' Jonny has been over a couple of nights this week,
I think he comes when there is no one at home, Barbara at a meeting
perhaps, He has grown very tall and thin, will be 15 in M¥arch. As
Harold says " Jon is the indoor type like Dvay." Both Bubby and barold
are very atheletic anda go in for skiing and swimming and all sorts

of sports. Jonny reads a lot and knows about all sorts of things like
all the latest cars, and he told us the other night that he follows
the stock market, he imagines that he bugys ten stocks or bonds and
then keeps track of those and if he sedls one what to buy and how
much he makes, so far he said he has made £500. but donlt Mnow how
much he started @th , must ask him. Interesting that he should do
something like that for no one here invests much that I know of,he
must jegt find it interesting, he likes chess too and wanted Pete to
start playing so they could have long hours to- gether figuring out




moves,., Guess when he comes over in the evening and finds Pete
just listening to the radio he thinks he hasn't much to keep him
occupled, when it is a good way for Pete to rest his eyes after
using thep all day.

The laungry is Just done so will hang that up and wash
out the woolen socks and shirts, I try to paint in the morning
when I am fresh and then as it gets better weather can do the other
things in the afternoon. Have been sorting slides at night.

We are hoping for real good news from you soon

and loads of love from us mbkt both.

ColBanme
RS M Yawnde ftw'\‘ﬁ?m% ”?M"QE\
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Banff,Alberta,

Sun .Feb.19,1956

Dearest Mother,

It does seem good to have you writing us again,
two letters came yesterday, the first one delayed by late trains
I think, so now we know for sure you are really improving and as
Jean used to write " soon will be back dnto our usual way."

What wonderful news about Frances,] don't wonder
they are pleased and happy looking forward to June, do hope the
Chicken pox didn't upset tnirgs at all, don't expect it really
would. Coumin Alma sald in her letter tnat theﬁ roirg to
Flordia for a bit which will be nice. T j;ii@%

You sent so many letters. That was a nice one of
Dolly Cabdts, I should write her, well perhaps I shall f£ind time.
Just now we have three funerals in four days. Yesterday a young
man 3% who was in the paratroops and at Camp Shilo in Manitoba,
was found frozen to ée&th on his way home on snowshoes, must have
been & heart attack, he was very much overweight amd but looked
healthy encugh when here for Christmas, Pete knew him better than
I, a fine lad and we know his parents well. It was a military
funeral with a large army truck drawing the gun carriage with the
coffin draped in a beautiful flag, Actually there is a sort of
temporary platform on top of the gun on which the coffin rests
and I noticed when the pallbearers stood ready to take it off, it
slid off very smoothly. It was a very imprseeive funeral, ahout
40 soldiers up from Calgary and a firéng squad as well, they fire
three times and then taps on the bugle, or whatever it is called,
the part they play ad such occasions and at armistice services .
A lot of people there as he was a well liked lad and so are his
parents and it was Saturday afternoon, rather cold standing in the
snow but it was sunny which Relped.

Then 0ld David Bearspaw the chief of the Stoneys
died Friday night and the funeral is to-morrow in Morley so we
will be going down to that. Says colder on the radio so hope it
doesn'!t st rm. Egs he one who nearly died at Indian Days last

Summer . aef,m uﬁm -

Then Mrs Dunsmore died Thursday night and will be
buried on Tuesday, she was the mother of one of Pete's old friends
and a person we have known a long time., She was Y3 and had been
married to Tom Dunsmore for 52 years, He is pretty bpbken up at
préasent but his daughter flew up from California a week ago and
she sald yesterday she has planned to stay 2 or & weelks with him.

We felt so sorry to read about Gilbert Newbury and
his troubles in Marggret Watkins letter, it does seem so ead when
a large family splits up just because one wants to, especlally




with four children, 1nb yet it isn't a very good thing for kids
tf their parents don't get along to-gether and there are a lot of
words between them .Am so glad that Margaret takes an interest
for she mast be helping so much.

I guess I had better call this a letter having a n ber
nd bet

to write to-day and Pete is busy making a picture frame a
has asked me to look at the measurements a dozen times al
ucky I was writing to someone like you as otherwiee my t
thought would have been sadly interrupted.

.{y,
in of

T
e

Don't feel you must write me every day, I will send a
few lines as often as I can and after a while drop back to
reguddr mail, trouble is it takes 2 extra days to reach you so
sometime will have to write two in one day so there won t be
too many days in between! A

Heaps of love and so glad you are on the mend.

QoS0 arie,




Banff,»lberta,

[ Fah 20 1052
Mon,Feb.20,13956

Dearest Mother,

This has been guite a day to tell you about but first
had better go back to yesterday and all that led up to it. Bfr this
was 0ld Chief David Beamspaw's funeral,

Yesterday we were busy in the morning and everything
got complicated when we went for the mail, I had written the Horants
who'!s mail we are looking after and then found a letter from Nick,so
held mine out of the slot until I read his., Was glancing hurriedly
over it when George Barnes came up and with tears in his eye told me
they had just heard that Dan McCowan had died that morning, they
were coming round to tell us. George's wife Jen being Dan's only
sister. her four brothers are all in Vancouver just now, one living
there and the other three on holidays. They asked if we would let
Wick know and as his letter asked us to find some papers for him in
their house, to which we have a key, we knew we would be wiring him
anyway. When I got back ocut to the car Pete had told Lona Becker she
could come at 3 o'clock to try a speach she is making on the United
Nations on our tape recorder to see how it sounds.

S0 at 3 Lona arrived, three of the girls in grade 11
are to make & ten minute speach each on eertain subjects, the best
of the three to go to Calgary to compete against other students also

in the competition and the best in the Province gets a free trip

to the United Mations in Bew York. We tried to help her and I think
Pete did, then coffeeand gingerale and we took her home about 4 Pl
and went to seach inthe places Hck indicated the papers might be
found, from Dark room to bureau drawers etc. but we couldn't @ind
the papers, While I looked, 1 told Pete to read where the other places
were but when he got to the one listed as the last hope Re didn't
realize there were others and I never discovered until I was answering
the letter in the evening that we had missed two possible places. Ve
did feel foollish,for we sent a wrike wire off to him as soon as we
searched his house Sunday afternoon, and included the message about
Dan. Got home and suddenly remembered that the Walter Phillips were
great friends and we should let them know, at the same time returning
books of theirs and also fo send a message to Mrs McCowan. Epxeut

So Pete got the Jeep out once more and we did those
two things by six o'clock. The Phillips! wouldn't have heard had we
not gone up. Then during supper we began thinking of how it was the
McCowans and ourselves who looked after John Murray Gibbons grave
when he was buried Bhere, ( he started the Trail Riders & Hikers
and was the one who made Dan a lecturerd and also helped Pete by
swapping plctures for transportation dén the C.P.R. % other ways
The McCowans had found &he top of a little pine and placed it along
the back of the grave to hide a messy place behind and also got wild

o}

flowers etc. and we thought we should try and send some spruce &




pine to Molly McCowan for Dan, so once more got the Jeep out, only
had to ehange some €lothes too, and went to Jen Barnes house to see
when she was going out and if she would take the box full. It was
nice we went down for no one else had dropped in and we had a nice
time reminiscing and she thought it a lovely idea and we told her
we would take her to the train at ten tmewky this morning.

And so for to-day. We planned to get up at 7 A.M. but woke
at 6.30 and next time at nearly 7.30 so had less time than we had
hoped, I made a lunch to take with us while getting breakfast and
Fete got the camera stuff to-gether(which we hadn't a chance to useld
while I got the bed made etc, Also waded very gingerly through the
deep snow to cut off the best branches I could find on our little
blue spruce. Then we had Nick's house to search in the other two
places we had missed the day before, hoping we wouldn't find the
papers in a way, and we didn't. Thought while up there we should
try and get some plne and was wondering how so as not to take any of
their valuable branches that might be within reach and as we walked
up their driveway right in the path was a tiny branch of cones, not
there the aft.ﬁioié befafg st right for something from their place,
on a L a \k

*ﬁlwl A %um ML -

They have & snow blower this year to clear the banks of snow
nd widen the road and we were much distressed -by the trees they have
sttipped of needles byf the force of the snow from the blower, but
as we drove along the fish hatchery road on the chance we could find
af low hanging bough, them. right beside the road was a perfect branch
that had been broken off and all the dead needles blown off 1 guess
for it was very pretty and green looking and graceful., It just seemed
as if everything was right at hand. It was about 3-30 by the time we
finished there and picking up the food at the store to take to Mrs
Beaespaw in Morley, then back here to pack and do up the flower box
of green, and to the filling station for gas and them see Cliff about
something and then to pick up Jenny and take her to the station.

She thought a wire that had been telephoned the nlght before would

be there and we even managed to get that for her before the messanger
girl had started off with i1t on her rounds. Everything worked that way.
The train was late in the end so we left her and came back to put

on warmer clothes and start for Morley about 11,15

A The sun was quite bright and there wasn't much wind when we
left, only 5 above but it gradually warmed up here to 20 but in
Morley was colder and when the clouds came over in the afternoon
and the wind began blowing Brom the northeast it was really chilly.
We had a good drive down as there were only a few icy spots on the
road and ate out piemie sandwiches with tea where we could look
down on the church in the valley below, there was little activity,
the odd car or horseback rider but nothing seemed to be happengng.
We went down and past the church and drove up the steep hill on the
other side to the store on the main line of the C.P.H. There were
a few horses and sleighs hitches\ to the fence but we saw no one we
knew especially. We asked how far it was to Johnny Bearspaws, just
a couple of miles and almost hopeless directions. The kind where you

"ecome to a whiite house bubt you don t go in there"and"then there 1is
a road on the right but you don't“take that one. " so off we started
with a vague idea, crossed the track and right away three trails

fanned out but with two boys coming along we asked them, one_ thought
e should go one way the other,that to tﬁe right was Setter 6O
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went right. I took the milage, some roads wgst just across fields and
rats through the occasional drifts. We passed a couple of places off
to the right but knew we were to swing east after a mile or more,
which we did, then saw a rcad to a group of bulldings which answered
the discription and took that. It was packed hard but we didn't
realize until later it was packed only by sleighs which are narrower
thah a car and so every once in a while we would slip off the side
and into deep snow, how deep We couldn't tell but once we came so
near getti stupk: even in.khe Jeep we thought we better turn round.
fx 4% R W o Fadh A

It would have'been 'silly' to go 45 miles to a funeral and get
stuck in a tiny road across an open flat and not a house or =odk in
sight. We found a part of the road blown feee of snow and by Pete
going forward and back no more than amxi a foot at & time we managed
to turn around and retraced our route back to the tracks and by then
thought it wiser to go right to the church, and park and watch.

A very large sleek hurse drove up and the coff#n was taken
into the church, we were parked quite a way back so as to watech the
wnole thing and Indians arriving . A number of cars came down the hill
from the main road, white men from Calgary and Norman Luxton from
Banff but no one noticed us as we were further back. Of course the
most interesting and colorful part were the sl-elighs. Most of them
were bullt of slabs of wood to make a box on top of one set of bobs,
though there were several reguddr sleighs of twmmxiwexz a longer

box gn, &W ts,0of pobs which.we used, tq call a"pung" in, Concord.
Y g.og.%‘mﬁgm&aﬂ o ¢ A2y Qe * on S Top -

All the'sledghs were hitehed to a team of hbrses but the
little jJones seemed most paactical , the man and his wife sitting
on the seat at the front and perhaps an old womanpr a couple of kids
wraped in shawls behind sheltered by the seat. The boxes must have
been about 6 or 8 feet long and looked real short from a distance,
When the squawa got out to run to the church and get warm they were
80 stiff from the cold they couldn't seem to bedd their kmees, they
of course had on &heir best silk dresses and a short coat or shawl,
lovely bright colors

The young bucks galloped up on thedir horses and I noticed they
either road four abreast or all alone and later two and two. It was
really quite & picture, the church not too interesting a building
but rather guaint, a wooden building and next to the ministers house,
in back the school and of course across the horizon to the west the
mountains looking rather cold and blue, a hazy sun making the sky sort
of yeliow amd=hazy. Une old lady walked down the hill and into the
wind all the way, her knees pretty stiff but they are very independent.

After we saw quite a few enter the church, kids and babies and
a few white people and before a whible lot of school children arrived we
could see co ming in the distance , we went into the church too, a
cold blast of air going in with us as we opened the door. It wasn't
too noticable perhaps as there didn't seem to be much heat inside
except what we all generated and it was sure drafty on the feet. I
had on woolen underwear, a woolen shirt and sweater and harris tweed
coat with a lining and didn't get overheated, made it better when we
went out later.
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When we got inside the vestibule and then the church we
found it already guite croweeq and fETE relieved to find two empty
chairs near the back in the ax%$le and sat there next to George
Kaguits who we know, Didn't realize untll later that the men were all
on the right , the womem on the left but as there were a few white
women on the right too we figured it was allright for me to stay and
one nice thing about the Indians, you can do as you like.

There was & nice natural feeling about the Indians gathered,
they all seemed perfectl} at home inthe church, there were many kids

and numerous papooses a ever dog which ﬂuncg ed hp ¢ down bhe
a.&.'; e in sthe beginning. Mqﬂ&fé}i ,i?-m \Dlu.t

uﬂf&tne end ef the church was a raised 3latlnrm,oen1nﬁ the
-ullit sat the choir, the men on the side facing the men and the
women on the other side. two rows of them. the minister sat on one
cide of the pulpit and the clergyman who gave the address sat on the
other side. There were a few sprays of flowers in front of the
pulpit and a pilano with a young white girl or woman to play the
music for the hymns.

After we were seated Dan Wildman came to George and he went up
to sing in the choir and other men and women were picked out here and
there, George Mclean. John Hunter, Jenas EKjder with his heavy braided
white hair and several others we Kknew.

The church seemed packed, the school children had come in a
gruu1 and tock up &.good & rows of seats and there were boys and men
standing behind us. The minister and other man,(don't know who he was
but a head churchman and very kindly.) came in, and soon the service
began. (Une child had been crying quite a bit and when the minister
offered the first prayer he could barely be heard over the child,

How he spoke at all <+don't know but no one seemed to mind or be up-
set, then the choir sang & hymn which guietsened the crying baby some-
what and in the midst of that there was a little comotion outside and
the ¥mm three chiefs of the bands came In, Jacob Tow-youngma&n and

John Snow and the head councilors, Johnny Powderface and Tom Ko iuits,
all in their dark blue uniforms and gold braid on the coldto and cuffs
and I think down the side of the trousers but we couldn't see that.

It is what they wear to show their office. Poor 0ld Mrs Bearspaw came 1
in between Annie Two youngman and her daughter, and many others. There
was a steady line of men and women, children and papooses, where they
sat I don't know but the whole church was just jJjammed and many stood
outside. The church was mean't to hold about 100 comfortably and there
must have been 250 or 300 inside counting bables and kids sittj“£ onknee

The service was very nice and the Clergyman gave a Very nice
and simple address which was interpreted sentance by sentlnce by
Dan Wildman which made it fairly long. There were numerous hymas
and a solo by Johhny Powderface. One hymn the choir really enjoyed was
"Inthe 8weet Bye and Bye " singéng it with great feeling, some were
sung in Cree and others in English. The whole service was simple and
friendly and the Indians were all at ease and perfectly natural, gave
one a good feeling. Luring one part the babies set up a fretful chorus
a little cryling here and there but it didn't seem to matter and on the

whole they were very good, the one they couldn't stop was taken out
soon after the service starteu.

J“.




After the service was over the people in the aisle had to
go out befoee they could get the coffin out and then we all ¥
trooped out to-gether into the wind and cold, all along the
wixe fence on either side was a row of teams of horses with their
little sleighs hitched to the posts or wire part, must have been
50 or more slelghs, the coffin was placed on the one with a flag
along the side and such a rush for the rest of the Indians to get
going , into their sleighs, bundleéxup and a whip to the horses and

off they went at a good pace and up the steep hill which wound
through the poplar groves and out of sight. They had to go as fast
as they could to reach the cemefery 2 Or 3 miles distant before the
cars got there. A good many Indians had cars packed full and some
had trucks and such & scramble of cars, trucks and sleighs all
golng up the hill . a% the same time, sngw blowlng a bit and geryone
?iiuagﬂ-P iﬁg{; QAHJ41E£3&LL
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well wrapped up.

The Calgary ierald photographer was there and Joy Cardell
Von Wagner who writes well for the paper,(used to stay a
darbara's when she wote for the local paper here) Ske us
and asked who the various ones were but we wanted to get started for
the cemetery too and so pointed out Norman Luxton Jjust coming out of
the church and said he wouldknow everyone, X In the meantime Frank
Kaguits the boy who comes up for painting lessons, spotted us and
asked if he could come with us in the Jeep and another Indian who's
face we knew also came along. turned cut he was Noah Goat. We got
to the foot of the hill with a bunch of cars, many were having trouble
making the hill &as it was fairly slippery and dogs and horses with
sleighs and all didn't help, when Frank wondered about his horse
still tied to the fenechk, so we turned round and took him back for his
horse and he rode to the store where we picked him up on our way
to the cemetery, bp then we were nearly the last of the ecars, just
two or three came after us but we had the fun of seeing the long
line of sleighs taking a snowy shorteut with the breath of the horses
in elouds of steam and all the color of the women huddled in their
striped blankets. It was duite a sight really, Our road wound along
taking advantage of the bare hillsides and where the drifts weren't
too deep and we could seithen they must use mostly sleighs andWave
well packed roads for them.,

The rest of the cars were up on a bare hillside when we got there
and the teams of hopses lined along the fence, one iittie opening
where they could get thowghxtmxike through to the tiny cemetery at
the foot of a lititle hill with sspen trees.mpxitx There was no road
and the snow guite deep where one went through the fence, they had
evidently found a car couldn't get through and just as we came along
they spotted our Jeep. Jacob Two Youngman the head chiefl new came
and asked if we could take old Mrs Bearspaw with us as she wanted to
go over to the graveslide where all the Indians were gathering, the
men standing on one side, the women on the other. So of course we
felt honored and they helped the poor old lady in, she is so stiff
and you know what a high step it is. Annie Beaver came too and a
daughter and of course the Jeep had no trouble at all getting right
through and across the little field. Mirs Bearspaw sat between Annie
and I in the back seat and 5h? grabed my hand and it felt real warm

t

which I was glad of, she didn't say.anything and doesn't speak English
but one knew how she felt.% ‘—h’”\"& MJC QMH.M
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There was another struggle to get her out and the two women
helped her across the grass where they disappeared among the bright
shawls, We stayed by the Jeep where you could watch the whole thing,
It was & tightly packed circle of Indians and the men stoof out as
they were on higher ground., The minister said it was no sign of dis-
respect to keep ones hat on, which was a help though most of the
Indians took theirs off during the short serviece. Then Back came
Mrs Bearspaw and once more we got her into the car and across to
Jacobs more comfortable car on the other side. Johnny the son was
there glad to have us there we could see, and I couldn't help notice
that though he wore a woolen cap with ear flaps and a red woalen
coat he had a light colored shirt on underneith and the most
wonderful gray silk tie with sort of brocaded flowers on it, must
have been very special, more like a wedding tie than a funeral one.

The Indians were all so glad to see us and everyone we knew who
spotted us came up and shook hands even some of the young girls.
They seemed glad we had come for they know we don't go far from
Banff in winter,

Mary lMcLean and one daughter came back with us as they had gone
over in an open truck and were ccld and also Feank and Noah Coat.
We left Frank at the store and found George McLean just getting
ready to start back in his tiny box sleigh, they hadn't gone to the
cemetery and as he sald had a three mile trip into the wind to amake
home. He was bundling his wife into a blanket and his white team of
horses were all readyto get going. He seemed so glad to see us and
we luckily had some cigarets for them ( we had taken a box of food
for Mrs Bearspaw, tea and jam, cake etc.) When we spoke to George
ne teok my hand and sald something like " By dear,dear,daughter.m
it was quite touching. They are coming up to visit us when it gets
wWarmer.

We tock Mary to her little road and then Noah across the valley.
It wasn't until we were alone with him that he asked Pete's pame, I
think at first he thought Wb was Jackie who he knows .in store and
no doubt the family lock as much alike to him as th do to us,
and then we had to ask his name too. When we went dnwnﬂthe sun had
seemed bright and warm but the sky was leaden by the time we started
home and it seemed much colder. We got back before six but it was
guite a day.

Last night right after supper I started this letter whéile the
impression was fresh and Pete made some little sketches in pencil,¥d
Just notes to remember eertain things, but there was no real chance
to take pictures,. About 8.30 Mary Lee 4ather and Gloria Riva arrived.
Mary Lee to try her speach on the recorder and as they are to
deliver them to-morrow and Lona is coming this afternoon to try hers
again we didn't have the heart to say we were tired. So that took
over an hour but they were so appreciative and it did help a lot
evid@etly,K for the 2nd. time she did it was so much better. We had
gingerale and cake as well and they said they knew we had had a long
day and also usually went to bed early so left before ten. But all
in all 1t was quite a day and this morning we felt a little tired.

It is snowing hatdto-day, about an inoh already, we certainly
were lucky for it would have bewn quite a problem getting to the

cemetery on a f¥ like this in Morley and it is t A
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Goodness this is quite a letter, hope it doesn't waesr you out,
but you don't have to read it all at once.

Found a nice letter from you and one from Russ, Imagine you
will feel better some days than others but on the whole will have
nore better feeling ones that bad ones.Nice youf can have people
come and see you and Russ said you were having an open winter,

How exciting that Russ and Kitty are to visit Bo and Jack
amory in Phoenix, Arizona, it should be lovely there and sunny and
€hey can tell you if it is all it is cracked up to be in the
Arizona Highways.

We have another funeral this afternoon and then ILona to try
ner speach after school, just as ®ll we don't know the ard, gkil
but we figure if we can help the girls in something like this it
is well worthwhile N

Better not write more, Loads of love

C3or, -
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Banff,alberta.

Thurs.Feb.25,1256,

Jearest Mother,

What a week, thought after that very long
would let a day go by without one and now I guess several
passed. For most of February we were rather guiet and few peo]
dropping in and then everyone seemed to come at once. Tuesday weé had
1l or 12 between & PM and 2 PM, it both felt like Christmas and
looked like it.

We were so happy when your last letter came saying
that you had started to live again and had been down stairs each
day for dinner. Felt like saying " Bully for you. " as Father and
Uncle Paul Bagley used to express things. You sume have-ﬁajla
horrid and miserable time and hope from now on everything improves
so you can be out and Bbout.

Better give you a rough outlime of our actibities.
donday was the day we went to Morley and did so much before we left.
I was writing you that evening when about 8.30 Mary Lee and her
friend Gloria Riva came to see if she could practise her spabch for

the competition on our recorder, to see how she sounded. So they
were here until quarter to ten, but it helped a lot for she was VEery
jerky at first.

Tuesday it started snowing and snowed all that day
and most of the night for we had a foot by morning. I finished the
letter to you and we went out to shop and mail etc. Then Mrs Dunsmore's
funeral in the afternocon, we don't go to the church Just the cemetery
to pay our respects. Quite a few do that. It was very cquiet and the
snow came down so peacefully. We were a little tired from the day before
but no sooner had returned than a Mr MacDonald, a real old time rail
road man came to ask Pete about the cataract operation. I had seen his
wife who said he was guite worried and wanted to ask Pete some questions.
Wexhad

We had never really met him before and he really did
enjoy his talk with Pete and told us about the days he was up at the
Great Divide and had charge of the snow clearing from Lake Louise to
Field for the C.P.R. It was all cleared by hand in those days at 25¢
an hour and they worked 10 hours a day.

While he was still here, Mrs Warrem, the one who knows
lMrs Baldwin in Concord, dropped in. Her husband has been in hospital and
she seemed a little forlorn so I made tea and we talked here until Pete
and Mr MacDonald joined us then she had to go and pick up Penny at school
so left at four. But very shortly Lynnie and Bryan the young brother came
in and they were really cute, ate all the rest of the cake and cookies.
Before they had left Peter Tasker came to ask Pete some questions about
photography, he was off to Bow Summit with some furniture in a truck




and Mr Lonsdale came to return a book, We took Lynnie and Bryan
home while mailing a letter at the station.

Had barely finished supper when Harold arrived with a film
to show us and Jonny too with dog, then Loma ( whe we had rather
expected after school to try her spedch again ) with Al Maberly
the boy in the competition. They both wanted to hear their talks
on the recorder. Then Bev had come looking for Jon to baby sit.
Euxike she was here I guess before Lona dnd Al. was talking to
Pete. They left and we told Harold he would have to go too, so
the rest of the evening,was spent recopding snd,.playing back ren
minute speaches 4® m'ﬁw = O WALL &MTE AL N -

Just the three 15 year olds were trying the competition.
MaryLee's had been on the Roman Empire, Lona's on What Canada was
doing for world peace and Al's on the Egyptian and Isreal trouble,
At first they were all very secret about it and not telling each
other what subject they had chosen or anything. Then the afternoon
before the competition they had all gotten to-gether and for & hours
practised speaking in the Auditorium and helped each other all they
could, whieh I thought pretty good for teen agers. The spefches were
all well written but Al did have his in hand better than elther of
the girls and in the end he won. They were still talking when Don,
Lona's father,came for her so he had to hear both, asnother 20
minutes and I got out the gir$rale and cake and we had guite an
evening. Guite a day in fact.

Wednesday I got some other letters written , one a business
one and Pete made a frame, we also had the foot of snow to pull
off the roof eaves and Pete shoveled the paths, from the little
path to the zhmp shed you can Jjust see the head of a person on the
path to the driveway, and the snow is solid and high in between
where we have been shoveling and piling it up all winter.

That afternoon Jim Simpson dropped in while we were still
working on the roof and before We had gone Cyril Faris came, so
we had callers all afterncon. and Jonny was back over that evening.
we hate to discourage him for we feel he needs to talk to a person
like Pete as he rarely sees his father except in the store. Only
trouble I find he may read something but reads it out loud, bits and
pleces so you can't eonsentrate yourself. I am a poor one to ciit-
icise that habit for I do it myself!

Yesterday was the first day of the carnival and rather mild,
up to 20 above and no wind which was nice for watching the parade
at 1.580. It was a good one lots of floats and kids and color and
then they open the Cirnival and introduce the .queen candiates etec.
a little fancy skating and spesches and a band from Calgary to play,
e didn't go to the Jalopy races. No use trying to paint this
week, we had one friend over yvesterday morning and another to-day.
There is a hockey game to-night.

Iwo nice letters from you to-day, Sundays and Mondays, we
have been getting them regualrly ever since you first started to
write and before that the nice Alr Mails from Hanne. It was in
petween the two where the wait came, but we knew you must be 0.K.
or we would have heard.

Loads of love from us both. C:ﬁknﬂﬁdul Pl 03 QL%-
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Banff ,Alberta
Mon.Feb. 27,1256,
Dearest Mother,

A nice letter from you this noon written Thursday,
the day Russ and Kitty left and the little dogs arrived at your
house, they will be good company -for you. I wonder if Russ and
Kitty will go to any of the places written about in Arizona Highways,
you really are the one who should have gone belng up on the subject.
I must look up the little story Granpa wrote about it. am sure it
was a camping trip through the valley Phoenix is now in. You might
like to send it to the Arizona Highways to publish sometime.

Well the Carnival is over, kept us a little busier
than we expected. The Parade was Thursday afternoon, rather a nice
day and some sun. It had snowed all Tueddgy and the fresh foot of snow
made the town look really pretty, Good floats and amusing ones fwhich
everyone enjoyed. Then the opening of the Carnival down on the river
where they make a throwt out of ice. Start before Christmas and keep
spraying water over a few trees they stick in the ice and it keeps
freezing until they have a high ice pindcale, then carve a throne and
this time steps leading up to it. There were guite amusing speaches
by the Superintendent and the Mayor of Calgary ete. Colorful because
of the bright winter costumes. but rather chlilly as it wasn't very
WaTm. Eldon

Friday Zmmrz@xy I can't remember what we did much, szmEonE
came in the morning and I think Pete sleanped out the vallevs in
the roof so they would drain properly, and I guess I wrote letters
ete, We also saw Cliff and Bev about the situation at the store and
wondering what Jackie is going to do, whether he will sell out the
bustness or what. Guess I am not too bright not to be able to
remember what went on. finyway I know we were busy. That night we
got all bundled up and went to the hockey game, it was about zero
and pretty cold mmtxaxImvedyimighkt snowing a bit from the west and
then the wind went around and it seemed much colder. There were very
few at the game and we were disgusted that more didn t show up.
Carnival advertises all the sports avents but the people aren't
really interested and like the masguerades and suchlike at nigh
and bingo,so I dongt know why they bother with the héckey and
It was a wonderful game the first period until wm=El the Ba
got hit in the eye and had to go off and as they nadn't a
the game had to be called off, so the few there went hone,

Ettdﬁay was a miserable day, Blowing and snowing from the east
and about zero and not warmer than five above. We did all our chores in
the morning and erranfls and then both went to the skating frolie though
I didn t try taking pdctures. It was very good and went off ouickly,

I guesf the kids were so cold they went faster or something. lhe
youngest was not guite & and so cute, The little ones are so amusing
and so serious thinking that they are doing turns and spins like the
older ones. The Dr Hileys were there so they came over later for tea
and we had & nice visit with them, After they left I had a l=stter to
post so we went to the station and found Johnny Powder face waiting for




the train which was an hour late, so brought him back and gave him
bacon and eggs and tea and fruit and cake and took him back again.

He is one of the nice Indians and sang the solfo at David's funeral.
We didn't really know him until last summer. He was very appreciative,

We hustled home and had time for supper and to listen to the
N.H.L.Game on the radio and then bundled up again and went to another
hockey game at the rink. This time young Billy MacKenzie's age, they
played Canmore, but there were fewer than before and it was Just boo
bad. I guess people won't sit out when it is cold to watech a game
they are spoilt. and someone gaid they put on a swimming show at the
last minute at the Cave and Basin so most of them must have gone there.
We came home beforeYhe end. figuring we had done our sharajhx - N

\ N

Sunday was a perfect day, but cold though clear. We went out in
the morning to see if one could get good pictures at the Gave and
Basin that afternoon, decided not to try and glad we didn t as there
was such a traffic jam it took some people two hours to gét the mile
back to town and hey missed the crowning of the new gqueen. However
we had an amusing time. Found three boys stuck, so got out the chain
pulled them & $Sew short way until their engine was going, they wanted
to pay us but of course we wouldn't take anything. Then drove down
the main street, a traffic jam in the 2nd block, a car trying to get
pushed to start. So again we got out the chain but this time had to
go down the main street a guarter of a mile and back on Beaver before
the car started, The & boys got out, wanted to pay and were so grateful,
(It coste about #2.50 for a tow truck ) We had unhitched from them and
gone round the corner and before they passed us found another car also
with 2 nice boys in it needing a pull. So once again we hitched on and
pulled them down the main street and back on Beaver and ey got started
in about the same place as the other. By then we decided we had better
Bet home quitk. Lots of people had trouble starting yesterday and we
saw five pairs of cars being pushed along the river road earlier.

Yesterday for some reason we had lots of deer in the vard. ¥
young bucks in one group and five females in another and though nmost
of the time they stayed in seperate groups, one time they were all
to-gether right by out garage. They stayed around all day and we had
people coming in to take pictures morning and afternoeon, some we gave
bread to feed the deer, Three were Danish flyers who come to Canada
with Nato to train. Very nice young men,

I went to the final ceremony where the new queen was croweed

and such a lot of people. There was a pageant with little kids dressed
up as snowflakes and Jack Frost ete., Very sparkly costumes inthe sun
but the thing wasn't well organized and they fodlishly crowned the new
gueen before the pageant, a lot of people were getting cold and the
photographers had to get their pictures first and soon peopde began
leaving in a steady stream and no one running it noticed so they didngt
say there was more to come. We were on the bridge and could see it all.
But so few people running things think of all the angles.

#We also saw Rita Crick who has just come back from a cataract
operation and then Marjorie Crosby came in before supper and asked if
we would like to see her fathers slides last evling, of Fiji and Samoa

We weren't anxious to go out but wanted to see the s%iﬁe%, After
supper Eldon Walls came for a picture Pete has done for them and




He stayed ubitil after eight and we Just had time to get ready and
over next door to the Crosbys. just two others were there, e Yo, v V>
+he Wisharts, “atjorie and her father and mother. Mr Grosh; had
taken the color slides on a trip last year and we really enjoyed
seeing them, gave a good idea of the idlands and native villages.
but was quite an evening. after midnight when we got home.

And now to-day 1t was below zero again this morning but has
warmed up to over twenty above. We started on new pfictures this
morning and now this afterncon Jimmle Simpson 1s cleaning all the
snow off the roof that has gathered since the last time, then we
hope we won't have to think if whether it is free41ng in the wvalleys
or not. Mr ILonsdale is due soon, we have had John Snow an Indian
and have to go and see Rita later and hear about her time in Edmonton
in the hpspital,

It was awfully nice to hear about Mrs Loring going to the
nelces daunghter's wedding and ¥ary Chamberlain gmi taking her, I
agree with you it was such a nice thing to do. Would mean so much
to all of them.

This has lengthened into quite a letter, didn't really

mean to write so mach but then I can't drop in and talk so next
best thing is to write.

Ioads of love and thanks for allfthe letters. I was so
surprised too to read of all that Miss Cook has done in her life.
wish I had known before as it would have been eazier to ‘have written
her, more to talk about,

More love and hope you are getting better each day.
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Banff,Alberta,

lues.Feb.28,1956,

Dearest Mother,

It is 32 above this noon and melting a bit, and
Pete thinks he heard some crows, I think they might be magpies
making a crow sound but hope he is wight as it is a sign of
spring. We had Jimmy Simpson come down yesterday afternoon and
shovel off all he could from the roof, it was still a foot deep
on top, so now it is melting well when the sun shines, a bit
overcast just now.

We were so glad to get your letter and hear you
have a dress on at last, that means you will soon be able to sit
out side when the weather warms up a bit.

%hat a shame about Cousin ¥mma breaking her wrist
or arm I should say, but sort of nice for Cousin Jane to have her
at the Eastland for a while, perhaps it will give Cousin Emma a
good rest and also let her see how nice it is there in the winter.

And poor Cousin George Manierre, T had no idea he
was so sick, nothing more painfull than a crushed disk and he can't
be so awfully young elither.

Am glad you are enjoying the letter about the funeral,
was afraid it might be too long, Pete started a painting of the
burial scene and this morning painted in the colored figures, If it
comes out well will take a slide of it to send you. All the little
sleighs lined up along the fence and the group standing around the
grave. He can suggest figures awfully well I think.

It is a little hard to get started painting again for
that was guite a week and yesterday we had muite a day too. Pain ted
in the morning, then Jimmy came to do the roof after lunch, we had
seen Rita Bannerman for a minute before lunch and got her post office
keys. She is Just back from the cataract operation so we promised to
go and see her for a little visit. Mr Lonsdale came with his paibtings
and then as we four,( including Jimmy off the roof ) were having tea
Lynnie and Christine came in and soon after Bryan appeared, "e gave
then gingerale and then told them we had to see Rita which helped and
it was five thirty by the time we got home but we did have a quist
evening, I read up on newspapers being too lazy to write and Pete
developed fllm. Now I must make some soup stock, cook some Bhubarb
that Just came in fresh and pale pink and then write some more letters

It really sounds as if you were on the mend and we
are so glad. Loads of love,

Quﬂ\M




Banff Alta.

Wed .Feb.29, 1958

Dearest Mother,

Will just start a letter before fresident Eisenhauer
starts speaking to-night, so as to have something to post to-
morrow. I think I will keep on sending Air mail as it is only 2¢
more and makes 1t guicker in answering guestions etec.

Have had another busy day or maybe should say a full
one, It was mild. 30 above at breakfast but only went up £ degrees
to &2 and then it clouded over and we had snow £lurries so though
the snow was soft little melted. The same thing happened yesterday.

We both painted bo®h in the morning and again after
lunch, Pete working on one he started a long time ago of the bonfire
they built on the school grounds on V.J.day to velebrate the end of
. the Jawmasse—war.

éﬂpw
Then we shovelged off the top of the pile of snow at
the back so it is on a level with the window silland we can see out.
It is now packed firmly from the window to the trees about ten feet
and four or five feet deep, no doubt will be there into June!

Then we went over town to do an errand and dropped in

to see Rita but she bhad company so didn't stay, and were trying to
ree the ice in one of the valleys with a long stick when Jimmie

impson saw us and came to help. He came in and we had a bit of a
visit. They are looking forward to a good summer and I think Ji¥mmie
would like to have Rusty back, is going to write him, for actually
sty worked out so well he was a real help and they all liked him
and Jim watbs to get him again if possible.

Jimmie left and we just thought we would finish when
first Caroline Box of Torohho drove in with a young man and then
Norman Luxton and Mr Paris. We thought they were to-gether but they
weren't, Norman with something for FPete and the others just to call.
Peter Flyod was the man, a layper from Calgary and at first Ithought
they might be newly weds but don t think it has gotten that far. We
had & nice visit from them and I'made tea, they left just about six,
But made quite a day in the end.

Jonny was over last night but I did get & letters
written which was something, to-night I think I will look over some
slides, it is eight and time for Eisenhawer. Dr MacKenzie did another
operation togday, mme it was 14 hours and he said it was quite anough.
oo i o w ﬂwﬂl
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Banff ,Akberta.
cat.Mar.3,1956
Dearest Mother,

Two days and I haven't written, but did post one
on Thursday. You are awfully good to write each day, sounds as if
you were having real winter weather, we are still hawving snow, but
to-day it is in sgqualls with very strong gusts of winds and it
says it is to be colder from the north to-morrow. We have had a
few days when it has gotten up to 32 or 3% and melted a little.

Thursday we had the friends from Calgary and loronto
and then Friday, yesterday we painted in the morning and part of
the afternoon but went out fairly early. The Banks eclose on Saturdays
in Canada but stay open from 4.30 until 5.30 on Fridays, we thought
they kept open but elose between 3 and 4.30 so we did other things
first. Made a call on Rita Crick who is rewovering from her Catsfact
operation, lives alone but has many friends to drop in but I think
she likes to talk to Pete for reaesurance. When we came home about
5.%0 Cyril Paris brought back two ski pictures he had borrowed for
his wondows during Carnival and he stayed until after six. Then
we had a guick supper and went to a movie."Ski Crazy" which was
very good but far too long amd too much just skiing and repetitious.
One of the boys, Jimmy McKonkey we knew, he used to stay at Barbaras
and'ave met one of the girls who skied. We really enjoyed the
pleture on Jet planes that was a short better.

Thursday night I remember now, was just doing a little
ironing while the news was on when Don Harvie and his wife dropped in.
They are @wk here from Calgary for a business mens course at the
Summer school. It is his father who is so interested in the museunm,
they are such a fine young couple, have 3 chbldren not with them this
time. We got talking about Indians and Pete told stories and we played
the tape recorder and they seemed to get a great kick out of it all.
He liked the picture fFete did of the burial scene of David Bearspaw.
But it was nearly 1l when they left. Had been a busy day.

Mary Abbott wrote us the other day, thanking us for a
contribution to the Art Center and she told me the latest news of the
Buttricks and then we got another letter sgying that the serious
operation Alec Carruthers was to have didn t turn out to be as serious
as the doctors had led Clare to believe. They didn't find anything
wrong, so that was good news.

In her frist letter she also said that Steddy might get
an appointment with the State Dep't. ( or something like that ) to
North Africa, was Jjust waiting to hear and I guess he is to be
married soon and Clare in May. Her second letter said plans are in
the air for Clare may be married in England and not Concord. I
guess Cal and Sted are never certain what to expect.




Have been meaning to teturn this letter of Rustys, such
a nice one, Am glad that he 1s going for weekends with friends for
it will be fun for him as well as a chance to visit in Eastern
Canada. Jimmy Simpson says he would like to have hime back this
summer , think I wrote this, but forgot to enlcose letter at time.

It is too bad you don't get your strenghbb back guicker but
have an idea it takes longer that you think and perhaps you need

the extra rest. Can't imagine you becoming a Mrs Fepper tbumbh.

Must go over and ty to get a cake for the weekend. there
is a hockey game to-night, will be nice if it stays mild.

Loads of love,

. ﬁ:ﬂ! -
b
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Banff,Alberta.

March 4,1958.

Dearest Mother,

I didn't get further than the date yesterday and
now it is Monday the 5th. We are also having winter again, a little
discouraging. It was lovely Sunday morning though Just 5 above and
we went out for guite a drive around by Minnewanka and com 1ing home
gave a couple a tow, their truck had broken down, they were new
Canadians, German -r owiss , a nice young couwle on their way
skiang and they had engine trouble so we towed them all the way,
about & miles to Cliff's Shell station. The boy came with his open
pallet to pay us, sort of fun for a tow truck is rather expensive
and they are so pleqseu when we don't charge them anything.

dn the afternoon I intengded to write letters, had
hoped to in the morning but we got back just in time for an early
lunch, then thought we might ask Tom Dunsmore and his daughter to
tea, but they were going out later so instead made a half hour call
on Tom while the daughter went for a walk with Gedrgie Paris, they
were friends as girls., Mrs lunsmore was one of the ones who died
last week. Then we took & cane to Rita so she can walk out, and
Jonny appeared soon after we got home with both dogs. One Erunéts
all the time and their feet clatter on the kitchen linoleum so it
seemed rather noisy and confusing writing letters, as Jon has a
habit of showing you things he is reading in n&"aaanes. Pete was
making a frame. and then last we went out and btok Georgie to the
train at six and last night I did accounts all evening.

To-day it is cold and snowing very lightly from the
north, no break in this particular cold spell in sight. Not that we
really mind for we have so much to do inside but somehow the dull
weather does slow you down and the older people feel down when they
can't get out. but sotn it will feel more spring like.

1 will return Russell's letteb right away so you will
feel tempted to send us others, It must be 10vel” in Phoenix and
usually suuny, & more invigorating climate then Flordia though maybe
not as warm., What a time they had getting there, would have been
guicker in the end to go by train in the first place, .ots of
people from here have been or are down there, most of them drive from
here, it will be interesting to hear about any trips they take
to places we have seen pictured in &rizona Highways.

This isn't much of a letter, but have a couple of
clippings for you.

Heaps of love and it is good to hear you are
aulp to walk around the driveway and go downstairs for meals, kaybe
he little gﬂrs *ilj taﬁe you for a walk someday.

fﬁ 2 :
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Banff,Alberta.
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ues.Mar,.5,19;

Dearest Mother,

The book " Anna and the Indians " came to-day
and also the Audubon Bulletin, bave just read the article ab
the Hatheway estate. Did you ever know Mrs Hatheway 7 I khem
in school, she evidently was a step daughter and married to Eve
Todd. I can t remember ever going to the house, but Zabel was a g
fine girl. I think it was a wonderful thing to do , don't you ?
and what a fine place for a sanctu=zry, the ponds the farm buildings
and the house sounds lovely too, Now-d-days when it is almost
impossiole to operate a large house like that it seems much betfer
to give 1t to the Audubon society and have it preserved and used by
many, not just a few, Far better than to have it a school or a
Catholie institution or cut up into house lots,

Maybe you should get Russ to read some of "Wild
America " that you sent us Christmas , might interest him in
bircds and what has been done all over the states to preserve in
National Yarks and Sanctuarys the real beuaty, Places have a way
of being so destroyed by big lumber companies or housing develope-
ments before you can do anything about it. I am really enjoying
the book, am going to lend it to a girl in the Government Office
here interested in birds and natural things, She said the troubls
is the people who should read such books are the ones who don't!
But lots of the places like Lincoln and Concord and Ipswich and
kssex and Florida are all places Russ knows. and it is a book you
can read anywhere. not just from beginning to end.

About Christine Penn. Lon L you remember she used to
come out years ago when Pete and I were fn Concord for Thanksgiving
in the 1330 's, and often in Concord for a month or so in the
winter, Will enelose the Christmas card Pete made for her then.

I sam her add in a Junior League bulletin several years ago, as

a music teacher and sent her a card,(for we still have the HIHS
copper kettle she gave us as a weud1ng presentl She didn't answer
for more than a year and then she wrote saying why she wadn'L.

Can't find her letter now but if I do will send it,
and have forgotten all the details, but her sister was married and
had a son who was ill I think, had T.B. or Polio or something, then
she died and Christine did everything she could to help the boy as
hisyRther married again or something,I have forgotten that part.
One sister was killed in an automobile accident and her mother never
got over the shook, was ill anyway, and Christine had to give up
her music teaching etc.and went back to Alabama to look after ner
mother. Ehe was there when she wrote and didn't know how 1t would
end, her brother's health was brokbn by the strain and I guess the
care of the mother was pretty hard, and Christine sald she had used
up her savings and didn't know how she would ever teach again as
she was not only out of practise but had arthritis in her hands,




The one bright spot was the young nephew whe
and very good to her 1 believe. Anyway it being ne:
when I answered, we sent a card, as encouraginggletter
and a check for Christmas, on the chance it would 1013.
very touched and I guess 1t gave her a feeling she Jl?
friends, She wired us when her mother died last spri
wrote and then in & letter from Ebbs in November or enﬁﬂ:er, said
Christine had been to see him or telephoned him, 1 guess some sort
of business, for he just ecasually mentioned it, so I asked hii
a letter about her, being interested in how she was getting on.

owns

He wrote last week and said she Riidixkax her little house
em 32 Cedar Lane Way in Boston, used to belong to the Ji
perhaps when her mother died she counld sell the pl nce”%ﬂégi and
get a fresh start, Anyway she has a fex " satisfactory .u:*ﬂ“ of
pupils for music lessons " and is working on a music book. So
guess now that she has established herself again she feels she can
lock up her old friends, Some people do ha ve such bad luck and
all their troubles at once, I am glad bBbe 1s getting along allright
now. Perhaps seeing Ebbs or talking with him sugpgested telephoning
yOu.

C o
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What a shame Miss Stimeen broke her arm too, nice you could
rave them up to see you. It is nice you can send for people who
otherwise probably don_t pet out much and it is good comaany for
vou too, I am glad CousSin Emma is getting on well, think it may
4 nice change for her being in town and a good rest and nice for
Cousin Jane.

This turned into auite z letter. Had a nice one from Frances
to-day tec , they will be heading for Florida when you get this but
will answer hers when she returns.

Loads of love and thank
the enclosures we are always glad

Catloninmt

for all your lovely letters
d to have,

L
=
i




Banff,Alberta.

Sun,.March 11,1956

Dearest Mother,

I was golng to write you yesterday afternoon but
it was so lovely out that after going to a bake sale we went out
the west road a bit and kept on to Johnson's canyon, passed two
cars which had hit head on, on a2 curve and miting for dthe wreck-
ing truck. a man with one leg and crutches was standing warning
any traffic that there was only Just room to get by and a slippery
corner, his wife sitting in a truck and the other people had gone
in to get help sent out. We didn't ask any auestions. Then last
night when I might have written,Valerie Hobertson came to see us
if we could help them get a new house they have a chance to buy
and she stayed until nearly nine. a nice girl who works in Beorge
Nobles and her father-in-law is the post master

Have had rather a busy end to the week, Wednesdayit
snowed d4ll day and was quite dark, we painted in the morning and
then thought it might be a good afternoon to have Tom Dunsmore

who's wife Jjust died ) and his daughter Margaret down for tea.

Were just going tver to ask them when ILona Becker came down to ask
if we would be home as Al Maberly would like to bring back a book
we lent him, he has some pulled ligaments and was on crutches at
the top of the hill, the road above us. So we said tonpome in and
L got them gingerale and cake while Pete went off%hﬁﬁai the
Dunsmores, It was early as they got ocut of school at &, so Pete
came back for half an hour before going to get the Dunsmores who
were delighted to come. We don't like to discourage the teenagers
when they do come as they get so interested in the things we have,
the books and all, and even the pictures.

: It was a little complicated for when Fete got the
Lunsmores here he then took Al and Lona home, then we had tea and
the Dunsmores really enjoyed their wvisit. The son was a great
friend of Pete's as a boy and died soon after we were married of
cancer but the others had never happened to come to the house.

We took them home about six, Had an early supper and then went to
a movie. " Heidi and Peter " which has lovely Swiss scenery and is
primarily a show for kids. All in color, the English dubbed in as
it ordginally was German.

We happened to sit next to the Steels who we sat
in front of the last movie, they evideetly ge as seldom as we do
but like the same type., Skiing or mountains, We walked over and
as we came back about 3.30 a car caugnt up to us, It was the Steels
and they wanted us to go to 4 resteraunt with them and have coffee,
so we sald why didn't they come here. They had to go home first and
see if the two little girls were in bed allright and then came hack.
and we talked and ate and #lked some more. I noticed my Bpes were




getting sort of a funny tight feeling and heavy, and pretty soon
Ed looked at his watch and said "™ Am I right, It's quarter to one”
Made a late evening for us, he was on wacation being the head of
the construction and repaiis to the C.P.H.Hotels.

Next morning,we were pretty sleepy but did mapage to get
a couple of business letters writesy One I typed a whole page and
we decided it didn't eound right so re-wrote it, then T typed it
agaln and found that due to an interruption 1 had forpotten the
" Degar Henry " and had to go it once more ! That was the day your
letter came asking for plctures of the snow so after lunch before
the sun went behind too many clouds we took some polaroid photos
for you. It is hard to make the snow look as deep as it seems and
after reading the article about Revelstoke I will enclose it
seems as if durs was nothing, only thing is ours is pretty well
packed in piles. WY ¢ ﬁ&iﬂh@'hid% 5,88

Later that afternoon we went to see Pearl Moore at the
it Hoyal, she is just back from the Barbados, we also Saw Rita
Crick, we try to drop in there each day, in fact took her to the

bank that morning I think. In the evening we figured to turn in
early and catch up on the lost sleep but Mr Scott came down, he
doesn't come very often and is a dear old man so we politely
listen to his reminicenses, this time he had just realized it was
50 years ago they left Ontario, he and his wife and two small
children for Saskatchewan, took them 4 days on the train I think

8 brother
-

and then they drove 30 miles from the station to where hi
was and they worked as carpenters. such stories as he told, was
a4 shoe makKer too and did all sorts of things before he started

farming. It was such solid people that built up the country.
So it was about 9.30 when he left.

Friday I will tell you about later, as it was
the new post office opened, ouite an occasion.

It is lovely to—day and warming up from 15
15 above now and the wind is from the west a good =

Will enclose the card we got from Huss this ;
gives a good idea of the countryside, must be those acapia trees
they used to have so many of at the flower show in Boston. It
will be interesting to hear how Russ and Kitty 1iked it, they
start home to-day I guess, they weren't t e very long, hardly
time to write much, especially ip a family that seldom writes a
letter! M@ﬂw‘?\.m = 'j'a\ciﬁ' Caxl -—ts'a"

Hope you will soon have nice weather to get out in

-

Loads of love,

cormise.




Banff
Alberta,
far.15,1256

Dearest lother,

Just a note to go with this letter of Mrs Mabel
Browns which arrived to-day from Cousin Jane Barry. She asked
us to ask you to return it to her in Portland.

We were so interested to read it all, I thought
the Pres. Madlson was one of the larger frieghters but it must
be just the same size as the one we went to Honoluiu on, =ounds
the same, they were lucky to find & congenial group, mexee such
a difference.

e were in Japan a little later than February and
we had snow and it was really cold, a drab time of vear to be there
put interesting, am glad they got to Kyoto and did as much as they
could. They were lucky to see “uaieme g0 much and hawv h sunny
weather . Nice they could be driven around by ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂhﬁﬂﬁﬁgﬁégﬁﬂen.
Pickerings I guess, Didn't sound as if she remembered that Grandpa
was connected %ith the Univ. or that vou ever lived there. She

called it the " Tokyo Univ." the oldest in Japan but isn't it

really the"Imperial Univ " the one Grandpa taight lectured in?

If they went to the library they must have seen in a sort of hall

a4 glassed in sort of cabinet with Grandpa's picture ete. but perhaps
they went too fast. The books are all scattered through the library
unless it was bombed during the war.

I couldn't help but think when they spoke of how
they spent the morning trying to make arrangements for tickets
further on and then a taxi took them to the wrong place and they
really didn't get such a good idea of Tokyo, How different the
New burys trip will be. They won't spend any time waiting in
ticket offlces and will be sure not to miss anything worthwhile.

Will write to-morrow, have had lots of company
letely, & nice letter from you te-eay and one from Hanne, I have
been meaning to ask youto thank her for the wonderful pair of
socks, Pete is tickled to pieces with them

You spoke about a £16.00 book you had lost, Am
sure you dildn't send it to us at Christmas, could you have lent
it to Mrs Sohier or Frances. but you say you have tiédephoned them
all. Everything in your house is in such good order seems funny
to lose 1it, now here it could be under a pile of this or in a pile
of that. It most likely is in some place you haven't thought of.

Am glad you had such a fine letter from Russell,
was sure he would write first chance he had but you know when you
visit people who don't write themselves there seems little chance




to write at all, and sometimes no paper or envelopes or stamps ,
not every house is as well supplied as yours,

It was stange at noon, reading Hanne'!s nice long letter and
she mentioned you had your good and bad days and couldn't understand
why you were so tired, and you are 90, We also had a letter from
Honolulu and our friend Mrs Fulsher has some nerve pressing in he r
neck and has to wear a great high collar, she is pretty well but
" has some good days and some bad" she must be 80, then Verne
Castella the carpenter came this noon, hasn't been here for a month
or more, hasn't felt real well-all winter, is out and about but
this 1s the first day he has felt like himself and he told us
he has had " zege first a day feeling good and the next bad " and
he is about 75. So guess it hits all ages. #m sure when real
spring comes and you can get out and smell the good earth smell A
you too will have far more good days than bad.

This was a note, still have a letter to write about the
opening of the new postoffice, but by waiting can enclose a
picture from the newspaper , wait tdll you see it. quite amusing

Heaps of love,

CaBharanie




Banff,Alta.
Thurs.Mar. 15 41958

Dearest Mother,

This has been our warmest day, 3e above and melting
& bit in spite of being overcast, yesterday started out at zero
so didn t pet to 28 until afternoon but the sun was out and it
melted dore I think thah to-dag, however we are feeling a little
encouraged, I noticed that a couple of magpies were house cleanine
their last years neet, one was very busy, tail up and head down
working like any good housewife. We also saw a crow and pussy
willows. but they are still skating over at the rink, the latest
We Ccan remember,

Fuss and Kitty will be home by now and yon will
hear all about Phoenix. I think it must be the sun people enjoy
for it can be cold we hear, of course it doesn't pretend to be
tropical or have palm trees as Florida does. Maybe it is the life
they lead there that they enjoy.

I told you I would tell you about the post office
being opened last week, will try to remember to take a picture of
it for you, a very modern looking building we don t think suits
Banf{f but far better than the new 2 story telephone building of
yellow brick which could be in am prarvie town,and look no better.

The new postoffice should have been ready last summer
but they decided to add office space for the dep't of public works
and guess that changed the contract. A lot of stone work and it =
must have cost far too much. I see by clipping $£350,000.

The opening was at 3 P.m. and we walked over think-
ing as everyone else did there would be so many cars, only 4 or 5
drove. There were severalspeakers and in spite of a wooden platform
which locked built for the punpose they all stood on the porch or
landing as one enters the building. It could be entered by a ramp
being low to the ground, but no, they have about 5 steps. All the
dignitaries were introduced by Claude Brewster, the head postal
official, our post master,(the only one who didn't make a speach.)
the contractor Lars Wikliamson etc.

cool

1t was a fiarly warm day with a stong north wind
from which the building did shelter us a bit but hard on the mens
heads during the singing of"0 Canada"8ind"the Queen" to start and
@nd the program, ILuckily the men made their speaches brief. but
they did tease Lars Williamson, saying hexaziways this was another
of the buildings in Banff he Bagis he lost money on ete, The fxkx
funniest part was after listening to several of them say how lucky
Banff was to have such a wonderful bullding and then the representative
Exokexafxnowxwetkxhuiit of the Architects Dep't. spoke and said
"such a well built bullding " and with that one end of the railing
on the plakfermxik porch they were standing on fell off, came loeda




where it was stuck into some cement and for the rest of the program
one end hung at & rakish angle right where each speaker stood. We
all laughed and it was pretty hard to take the ceremonies seriously
after that, dayor MacKay of Calgary who has built a house here,
spoke too and said he"wondered how Lars Williamson had lost so much
money on so many new buildings in Banff and yet had managed to build
the little shack up on Kootenay ave." lLars has built the new addition
to the “t.Royal as well as the post office and Timberline Hotel and
a big house on Kootenay Ave for himself and he has been so long doing
the post office there has been daulte a lot of ecritigi=m.
Has

Senator Cameron, who also lives in Banffy andsdone a lot for the
wummer School, actuall cne the most to build it up, cut the ribbon
so we could all go inside. #11 in all it was quite good fun.

Sunday. We have had the loveliest spring weather, three days
now with clearsparkling skies and the snow is going fast. Hard to
stay in for it 1s too early in the year for it to last long, in fact
to-morrow is to be cooler. Will write soon, this has been a busy
few days with people coming and going. Spent all day yesterday with
the Morants and Friday discovered the Wards were home and took Miss
Ashmole to the train and to-morrow we have the Kingmans from Minn-
eapolis,

It was so nice to read the letter from Russ, we drove through
Jerome from Flagstaff in 1953, and when we were in the valley and
looked way up to see a little town we could hardly believe we would
go there, It was more of a city with big buildings when we got there
and then drove over a pass even higher, Yne spring the Morants went
down and were Jjust crossing that pass when they saw an Alberta car,
turned out to be Charlie Beil and 0Olive from Banff locking at the
sunset and on thelr way home. We also drove through Oak Creek
Canyon, very bright colors and interesting, but I agree with them
it is barren country to me and the cactus all right in photographs
but not too lovely to look at.

We stayed a night in Wickenburg where Ham Lockwoods sister
Eligzabeth and Shhyler Thurtier have the general store and live there
all year round. They love the country, you either do or you don't
I guess and actually I find one loves best the places they associate

with good times, like spruce wogds rather than ca tus, or palm
tress and tropiéal breezes*m&ouiu\ T}ip“) M -

Must go to the post éffice with this. Hear you have had a bad
storm. on the radio to-day it sayd . " B.C. 60 degree temperatures.
Alberta, in the So's, Sask, 40's , Manitoba 30's and Ontario in the
20's." am glad we are west at the present times.

Loads of love,

Coharme




Banff, Alberta.

Fri.#darch 18,1956

Dearest Mother,

: Started a letter about the new post office opening
but wahﬁ;dﬁhow clipping about that and Revelstoke to Wards who
come to-day and the Morants who arrive to-morrow so will wait.

A nice letter from you to-day, guite long and
glad you have even gone for a ride, Think when Spring comes you
will feel better and can get out more.

"e are really having a mild spell at last and
quite encouraged as the snow must be going, It was gero Wed,and
got up to 28, but was sunny so melted quite a bit, then vesterday
it rose to 38 above but was overcast sc didn't seem to melt VEery
much but to-day it is 40 above and quite mushy at last. But at
this rate will take some time.

fave been busier than usual. Gladys Ashmole who
has been at Powell River working for a couple of years 1s on her
way back to England and is due for tea soon and then we will take
her to the station. She came over several days ago in the afternocon.
Verne has Been herefach day varWuishing a camera stand inthe
afternoons and some steps, He is quiet working and it is nice to
get a few things like that done, he hasn't felt too well this
winter. Then yesterday Steam Watt came and cleaned out our drains
and that took most of the afternoon, We alsoc shoveled our walks
wider with Lynnies help.

Bednesday ¥nmrsday we got worl the Wards would be back Friday
so thought we better go up and shovel their paths a bit, but found
Steam Watt had gotten the key to turn the heat and water on and so
had already shoveled the path to the back door, we just widened it
& bit it was so nice in the sun and good to be outside. lNot many
plumbers would bother, but Steamsaid he dddn't want to see Samé
come home and have to shovel and’ someone inthe government had sent
a bulldozer through their driveway so that is clean too.

Must go up later and see how the Morants driveway is.

Not much of a letter but must get tea peady . The radio said
a robin was seen in Calgary and we saw a crow and pussy willows
yesterday and the magpies started housecleaning an old nest yester-
day.

Heaps of lowe,

C:miﬁhnxu;l C




Banff,Alberta.

Tues.darch 20,1956

Dearest Mother,

We have been really busy lately so I have fallen
down on my letter writing, people coming and going in all direct-
ions it seems. I still haven,t written Hanne about the lovely
pair of socks, might to-night. Trouble is I got the slides out to
sort and even then didn't get them all done before 1 had to
gather them up again as company was coming.

e have had spring, quite exciting, more artiec air
due tonight they say but while it.lasted it couldn't have been
lovelier, clear and sunny and so warm in the sun, the snow melting
and puddles forming but now it is dull and freezing a little and
looking out there seems to be as much snow as ever in big piles,

a few bare patches under a few trees close to the trupk. Luckily
the governmmnt plowed the streets over town and they are dry but
some are just terrible and full of deep slush, people were
getting stuck between the main road and the station, about 50
feet so they would start through and then gqt bogged down, we

pulled thrﬁs out g& di{f&rent times. W BN ZATRRAL

WA R,

nice letter from you to-day, written last
Wednesday when Russ and Kitty arrived, think you were real smart
to go to the farm to meet them. guess they came home to lots of
snow, we even heard about the storm in New York, can just imagine
people going there without over shoes and then the stores would
probably have sold all their supply by now in winter sales., Ve
too will probably get another storm but it was nice to have a
little springlike weather, the pussy willows are out and Verne
says the bears are too, but they have been known to come out
early and go back in.

I should think it would be awfully cold at night
in Phoenix without heat in the houses, I suppose they have a
fireplace, Seems funny to heat the water in the swimming pool and
not the bedrooms ! The people who go to Bngland from here feel
the cold 1n the English houses and Dr MacKenzie said the only
place he felt warm was out doors.

Can't remember what I have written lately so
better just give you a rough eesume.

Wed. the 14th. it was zero in the morning but a
warm sun and that was the first day it melted, got to 25 above.
Jimmy Simpson came down with some old magazines,"London Graphic"
of 1898 he found in an old log building he is tearing down, and
Verne was here to varnish a camera stand he has repaired, then
after tea we went up to the Wards to shovel their path out as
we expected them home on Friday. but when we got there Steam
Watt the,plumber had already made a narrow path and his assistant
was inDLdg thawing out the kitchen sink drain, but just
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wondered how many places you would find the plumber taking time

to shovel snow, It was so nice in the sun we decided to widen

the path & blit and the back which we did. Then called at Kitas

& home, sorted slides that evening and a lady came to collect money
for Red Cross.

Thursday it felt waamer and soon was above fresezing, sun
shining and I noticed the magpies working at their old nest the
Chic-a—dees had that"“pee wee“song, it was windy and the snow
began to go. Bob Watt came to clean out be drddns for us as they
get slow with the hard water, was here before and after lunch.
Verne was back again in the afternoon and Pete drew in the ﬁﬁ&h
Burial picture. Lynnie was down after school and we widemed our
paths, they had been getting narrower and narrower where Pete kept
sweeping the fresh falls to the side and it was fun being out side-
Teok her home and saw Rita for a few minutes, we dstop in most
every day and her eye is coming on well.

Friday Pete paintédes in with turpentine the group at the
Burial scene and I worked a bit on a corner of Moraine Lake,
we asked Gladys Ashmole for early tea anc Verne was here and then
we toock her to the Canadian and saw her off. She may not come
back again, Bhe is a physiotherapist but getting on in years and
has some tropical desease that makes her very ill at times, and
this time she did look old, but is guite a person. was here at
this hospital once. Then we thought as the Horants were coming
Saturday we better just see if we could get into their driveway,
found it had drifted about 2 feetl deep for 15 feet of the first
part, had Lona and Al Meberly with us and no shovels so thought
we would just take them hoﬂe,{ they both have torn ligaments from
skiing ) and maybe go up and shovel a little, but instead as we
came from Lona's house we drove by the Wards Bo check their paths,
as we expected them that night and to our surprise found them
already home., Seems they had come a day early, but nice their
house was warm and the water on and the paths dug. So we had
tea with them, took Sam for his mail and bread and back and by
then it was too late to shovel the Morants deiveway. Jon and
Harold were over in the evening and I sorted some more slides,

caturday was our busy day. We woke early with spring in the
air, were up at 6.30 and up at the Horants before 8 A.M. it was
still a l1ittle frozen on top bul loose snow underneath and we
took it slowly and shoveled quite a bit. Nellie MacKenzie saw
us from her place across the street and called us to come in for
coffee which we did about 2.30, It was such a lovely morning and
the exercise felt good., Then as Bill and Michael were going
skiing at Norquay,|Patsy had already left for Skoki with the
ochool jand Sandy was going weimming we took them, skis and all
iith us downtown, had Just time enough to meet the train at
10.20 and the Morants. Did a bit more shoveling when we got back
up there, Nick had wired when they would come and sald " better
bring snow shovel." then Friday we got a wire from him on the
train from Brandon " Bn second thought make that two shovels."
we made 1t 3 and we all shoveled as the snowwas soft by 11 A.M,
We left them to it and came home, picking up groceries and then 4
got a light lunch ready while Pete went back for them. You know
I think a full dinner is often easier than a lgght lunch with
cold meat and salad, the greens to wash etec. Anyway I had it
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ready with soup by the time they got back after one, Nick is the
C.P.H. Photographer and he and hlq wife, Willi are leaving from
Vancouver on the 20th for Mexico City and Peru to take pilblicity
shots for the new service, Canadian Pacific Airlines runs from
Vancouver. They will be gone & weeks or more, suite extiting as
I don't think they have ever been ﬂut of North America, They
thought they would just have & days here but it turned out Ehgy%

an st y,ngisﬁiﬁéen ﬁavq. whniech will help getting ready.Wa

W& always have szh%ucn to talk about and catch up on,so
after the dishes were washed we set out to pick up their stuff
at the station. Things they had sent from the east and things
that had come here, including a fur occat we had hung up in our
house, It was too funny for I was in back with Nick,and Willi in
front where she could pet out later to shop for evccﬁ“ies. We
pedked up boxes of film and all sorts of thin 5 from the express
office until the Jeep was n&c;ed golid around Nick and I. Even
to a roll of carpet which I didn't realize was across my lap
ploning me in until an hour later when we got to the house , for
I had the fir coat and other things in my lap and couldn't see
mach of the roll of carpet. Guess we looked funny when we stopped
on the main street for variocus freinds came along and stopped to
speak to us and all had fio laugh, ezpecially after Willi had
handed in bags of groceries including milk and eggs.

Wa then had to unload the Jeepful up at their house and as
it had been warm all day and the snow was very mushy we carried
ibst of it from the road up the driveway to the garape door. We
still seemed to be on the go, checked if the freight was to be
taken up md then we had a call to make to Jasper Park and the
telephone office being closed we finally €ound a pay station
in the Grayvhound building which we had to ourselves. and were
glad after that to come home to a guiet evening and listened to
the hockey game,

Sunday Fete dug away our snow pile in front of the kitchen
window so we could sit in a sunny spot and get the reflection from
the sun but so far have had little time to use it ! I got a couple
of letiers away and also cleaned upstairs which I had missed doing
caturday. Wrote you I think, alsc went for mail, found a letter
the Morants were looking for and as they can hardly st their car
out without being stuck we decided to take it up to them, Just as
we were leaving Pearl Moore came alorg to see us so took her. It
mean'™t a wire Nick wanﬁpﬁ sent and also onfe case was missging so
we walted a bit. then Pearl came for tea and after she left we
sent the wire at the station, found the one lost case and some
mall there and so back up to the Morants. and had a guiet evenig
still sorting slidesl Oh yes. Art Krowchuck who lives in & house
to the north of us, works in the store, came tm borrow some Snow
shoes and Hr Scott also came down when Pete was shoveling, I did
a bit too.

Monday we expected the Kingmans from Minneapolls so didn't
try to paint, we were a little weary anyway. I did the wash and
cleaned the dounstairs I had missed on Saturday, we .vnt over
town before train time too, had an early lunch, then Joy Von Wagner

who writes for the “erald came to see us apbout the picture Pete
had painted of the burial scene, as Allan Sill her Doss had seen




it the Sunday before when Yhe came with 4darpguerite Urr. We don't
like publieity so got her onto other things, she also wanted a
story on Frank Saquits the Indian Boy who is coming for lessons,
but Pete said it was too soon to write him up, She was still here
when Joe Kingman came, he and his wife and nephew and neiwe from
Minneapolls have come for 2 weeks skiing , one at Sunshine and one
at Temple, this is the 14th year he has been out skiing, is just
Russell's age. We got Joy to write about him instead of

all left to-gether in the Jeep to find Gwen, Joe's wife who was
at he clinic having developed sinus trouble she often has. From
there we went to the Museum to see the Indlan pictures which they
saw in the making last winter.

We drove around a bit and then after leaving them picked
up the Morants and took them for errands, sort of a silly trip
for we all had stores to go into and would come out and see so-
and-so wasn't in the Jeep so away Nick would go, then Willi would
return and Fete was gone etc. Finally I picked up a book I had
ordered and sat and looked at that and finally they all came bacik,
The Kingmans wanted us to come for dinner but we knew it would
make too long a day so said we wouldn't this time but they could
come over later, which they did about nine. I got all the ironing
done before then, They brought the Wonnacotts with them.

denry Kingman the brother has ordered one of Pete's Indian
Camps for a cabin they have on Lake Superior, and it now belongs
to the sister, who's two chdldrem came out to ski with the Joe
Kingmans. Loulse about 22 and Ben who is 15. They came over last
night and of course they all wanted to see everything, I think
the two young ones will enjoy the picture more for having been
here to the house. In the end Joe bought two old sketches, he
had happened to be on the train Nick and Willi were on and they
talked a lot and he told Nick he had always wanted one of Petels
paintings and they are such old friends Pete decided that even
if they were original sketches he would be glad to have them h
tirem. lhey were here until & atbut 10.30 so it wasn't a late
evening, and the Wannacots want an Indian camp too! Sure will
keep Pete busyl

.y

lo-day we got the sketches ready. Pete making two frames
and then Verne was down to scrape and varnish the back stairs and

Jonny was over and saw Hi%g and did errapndsgbut otherwise had !
a ogulet time. UYU:%MM“ o WA O "nm'b md‘]LTUCA‘L’TR
ittle.

o0 here I am up to date and ity is even snowing a 1i
Just a flurrie but is supposed to snow to-morrow night !

Am sending a book by an English Arkhitect that Cousin
Bert might find interesting before he leaves as it has quite a
bit about the castle that was to be built for celfridge but
never was. Then after you read it Coussn “athie might enjoy it
if Cousin Bert thinks it is interesting.

Better get on to other letters,
Am glad you are better and lots of leove,

Coliarne

#




Banff, Alberta.
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Fri.March 23,1956

Dearest Mother,

What a blizzard you had, we heard of it on the
radio when it hit New York but not about Boston. Actually we
don't have many blizzards in Banff for the mountains seem to
protect us from the strong winds, and we don't have really
heavy snow falls as it is dry, but what snow we do have doesn't
melt easily so it did pile up this winter. On the prairies they
usually have strong wind with their snow storms and they are
blizzards, you can't see anything and the roads drift in so
gulckly. This winter has been a pad one, especially in Saskatchewan.
But so far the bus has gone thhough to Calgary every day and
back each night and hardly ever late.

Ihis has been a busy week, so many people coming
back from winter holidays. The Vallances were here yesterday, they
drove to California, then flew for ten days in Mexico which they
really enjoyed with their stn and daughter- in -law who had been
there before. They loved the color and native life for they drove
to Acupulco and other spots. They were funny about California and
didn't really see why people went there for the winter, looked up
various Calgary friends and several weee Just sitting in big hotels.
One couple in San Diego they had tea with, It was a beautiful day
and the man said he would walk back to where they were staying for
he hadn't been out all day. bdris couldn't nnderstand how anyone
could go away and just sit in a hotel. and as Sam said, the sea
is much too cold for swimming in winter. I expect it got it's
reputation for a lovely place to go for the winter when one coulda't
ge to the Wesf Indies and Honolulu and “exico so easily and it was
warmer that where most people had come from in Canada.

We were interested in what Russ and Kitty felt about
Arizona, for to me it is not the kind of place I would want to go
for long. It is too dry and hard looking. The mountains and effects
are wonderful at sunrise and sunset but in the middle of the day
Just flat. and after all Phoenix is really a bity but some people
think there is lots to do if they like stores and shows and base-
ball etc., I wouldn't mind going to where the Indians are but thay
aren't always where there are good places to stay. Even 0a¥ Creek
Canyon 5 the sort of place one just enjoyed driving through, but
any place depends a lot on who you know and what you like to do.
I imagine the clouds are summer clouds for after all Phoenix has
winter., When we were in Santa Fe,New Mexico we had snow.

Pete is awfully pleased that you enjoyed the little
stetches of the Funeral and the letter too. This week we have been
too busy for him to finish the burial one he 1laid in last week.

414

We had such a nice letter from Mercelia and so glad




she can have Easter in Washington,the nicest time of year really
and a good change, It was good of you to think of it,

Sam was down the other morning and Verne came in the
afternocn to put rubber treads on our back stairs, also to finish
varnishing the sides. A great improvement for they were wearing
2 bit =ms stairs will and this makes them guieter too.

Yesterday was a busy day, We had asked the Vallances to
tea and the Morants so they could talk about Mexico and then in
the morning Frank Kaguits appeared from Morley, so Pete set him
to work painting, Now the post office has moved downtown it makes
it nice to just walk over for the mail and fresh meat or fish EJE;EJ
{ We had fresh spring salmon from the coast yesterday ) So I
walked over both before and after lunch as 1t turned out. Pete
wokked with Frank until 12.30 and then he came back in an hour
having his lunch over town which makes it easier than being to-
gether all day. About %.30 the Morants came and at 4 the Vallances.
They brought me the cutest little silver pin from Texzem Taxco
about an inch high and a Mexacian with a scmbrero, alsc some
little glass vials for feeding humming birds.

Frank had tea with us, then went to Luxtons with a
wonderful head he had carved from a burl off a tree and put hair
on it and it looks just like George McLean with & buffdlo head-
dress. We talked and Doris was so excited about her trip and what
they saw she talked steadily while Syd did too. The Morants ldoked
a bit bewlldered for they had had the Reader's Digest man the
evening before and he stayed until & A.M. ! ¥rank came back about
5.20 and Pete took him to the station to cateh the train just
before six. It was the first time Pete had gotten out all day/
and we were both tired, or I would have written you last night.
As it was we had a late supper.

We were sitting in the front room reading the paper,
I heard a knock on the back door and when I opened it to find
Frank standing there with all his stuff I cnulun‘t figure what _
had happened. Seemed the trains were all late and’the Canadian”
which comes usually at 4 P.M. arrived after 8 P.M. and all the
others got on but he couldn't as it doesn't stop at Morley.
8o he was pretty tired sitting & hours at the station. Said the
seats were rather hard! We made him bacon and eggs for he had
had no supp HEH he rested in the big chair and looked at
Carl!s 500§i1 pout 2,30 we took him back to the station. He
would stilI *have an hour to wait but said he would stay and then
we wouldn't need to bring him again which was really thoughtful
of him, He 1s a good lad.

This morning it is snowing, we took one parcel of Frank$
down to express to Morley as he still had a duffle bag to carry
and when he got to Morley would have to find his horse in a little
pasture and ride the 4 miles home and be up to work an the
slashing of the Trans Canada this morning. We galso called on
Hita andwow after writing this will go for errands and Bke the
mail to the Morants and have the afterncon free.

% Uu&.o -QCN{

Andlen.




Banff _ Alta.
sun.March 26,1356,

Dearest Mother,

You seem to be ountdoing us both in number of
deer and depth of snow., I never knew you had as many deer as that
at once in Concord. Fete was rather saucy and when I remarked on
more deer than there used to be around Concord, he said. " Yaou
now why they are increasing in numbers - the hunters are now
shooting each other instead of the deer! " Well it would sound
that way by the newspaper reports each fall.

What storms you are having and so late in the
season. Our weather has been nice and @ild since bF 15th but
several mornings we have woken to an inch of fresh snow which
soon foes, However to-day it has snowed all day though is over
35° out now.

¥e had a busy day yesterday. Saturday I try to
clean and dust as much of the house as possible and do a wash at
the same time, Pete was drawing in another Indian camp so asked
for freguent comments so all I did was the upstairs, then we
went to shop early so as to get a chodolate cake as tﬁey gare
soon picked up and don't come off the teain until 10.30. We
also went for mail and found the Morants had a letter t&ey were
looking fer in their box, so took that up, by then it was noon,
ihey had just put their garpage out so were by the road but still
we talked & bit and in the end took one of their boxes of refuse
for in the bottom Nick had some outdated film he was throwing
away and it still might be good but not good enough for his
purposes. We told them to come here after they had shopped and
we would drive them home . &Tuﬂx-f&LAAaw\ -

Had a late lunch and were just finishing when
Sam dropped in, so while he was here I wshed out a few things and
thought I would just wazhxowkxzmmexskeekimgs do the ironing, I had
been vacuming but dould hardly continue that noisy occupation.
Had just got the ironing beard out when Rita Crick came along and
the tid Worts, so got the ironing board away befgneThey came in,
e had & nice visit and I got tea and the Morants arrived and Sam
came back so it was guite an afternoon. As Pete said just as
well for them to all come at once for they entertained one anotherp!
We Bdd a duiet evening anyway and + did the ironing then.

“he sun looks as if it would come out,6 we are
going to see the Prossers who may go to Cowley for Faster and
then get the mail at two if any for the liorants go up there. lhey
leave to-morrow for Vancouver and then Mexico and Peru, don't
know when they will return.

Not much of a letter But lots of love,

AV B WV,

Vel W LX R




Banff,Alta.
March 27,1356

Dearest Mother,

This may not be much of a letter as we are listening
to the Hockey pldayoffs on the radio, Pete enjoys them and I too
get interested. 1lhis afterncon I might have gotten a letter written
but*we had three Indians for tea, the same ones that came last
| winter. and then took them to the train, got boxes for their
groceries etc, Fete was glad they came for he wanted to ask about
the paintings he 1s doing and they were quite a help. He let each
one suggest a color for the shawls and dresses of the squaws in
the group at the burisal scene. May,the who speaks English best,
said the picture was " 0.K.W so Pete feels encouraged to go ahead.

Yesterday we had quite a day too, it was Monday and
snow on the ground and more coming down when we got up, 3 inches or
more but we were lucky, they had nearly a foot yesterday afternoon
in Morley, Nick and Willi Morant were leaving on the morning train
so we promised to see that they got to the station allright, though
they had a taxi,without a phone one is afraid they might forget,
We got their mail and saw them off for Mexico and Peru, Quite a trip
for them, fun if they hadn't the respomsibility of getting pictures
for the Air line publicity. We also shopped, found George Nobles
on the corner had been broken into the night before and a caneraﬂu?Q}E%
and about $20.00 in the till stolen. Then last night Jock McCowan Y
had his store broken into , they got in through a window,and right
under CGrace Mathers bedroom window and in sight of the police
barracks!

I was trying o write letters after lunch, Pete
painting and Sam Ward came in , we were talking and Mr Scott came
to tell us he was home from the hospital, they were both talking
when £i11 Jamieson arrived to see where Sam was as Sm had really
come for hinges and a lock for George Nobles safer door, so off
bam went and Mr Lonsdale arrived with some Z new sketches for Pete
to criticiee, Mr Scott left, and about 5.30 we had tea, Were still
at the table when Lynnie and Christine arrived after school. They
had gingerale and Mr Lonsdale stayed as he enjoys the kids too and
we all talked about Norway and got the pletures out ete. Mr L.
left just as Loma and Al Maberley came in, Oh Yes Harold came to
return seal skins he had borrowed. but didn't stay. Al came to tell
us about the competition in Calgary where he gave his speach he has
been working on. He evidently got so nervous his mouth got so dry
he could hardly make the words come in some places. I thought it
rather nice, Lona and Mary Lee who had competed here went down to
hear him. There were 5 others who had topped each of their groups
but one boy had already given his speach before 2 other gatherings
and he won. The winner getsp trip to the United Nations this summer
all expenses paid. We went ovar town to shop afterthat. but it wa
quite an afternoon. é hac , et -%3\ s 0 N A
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A nice letter from you to-day, what snow you have had, we
didn't realize you had three snow falls. Don't wonder you were
buried, and the deer came in, no wonder the birds are hungry too
the Cnow drops are well named! Seems funny it should be so late
in March but seems to me other winters in the old days it was often
March we had the worst snow. Have you robins?® Lynfiie sald she saw
one the other day and we had a bear track in the yard.

Did Mrs Loring of the Concord Bookshop die ? It looked as
if the write—up you sent was sort of an obituary. If she did we
feel so very sorry for she seemed & young person.

Had a letter from Miss Publicover too and she said she
stayed a 1ittle too long at the office duking one storm and it
took her 5 hours to get home instead of the usual less than an
hour, and at the station whems she gets off,the police in crusiser
cars were taking home any that were stuck. How many inches did
you have? We enjoyed the pictures you sent, puess it was more
slippery there than deep snow, when the cars got stuck.

Must remember to take a picture of the New Postoffice, It
is in the block behind the store,where the Police stable nsed to
be and pasture for their horses. Is just a short walk for ug and
very convenient. No wonder we looked cold, I think it was around
zero and a cold wind and half an hour of speaches. Pete had his
collar up at the back,

are rather expecting the Kingmans to drop
they came in from Sunshine .
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evening i

That was a nice letter from Olive Newbury, it is so nice

she likes where tﬁp are now, the people founu fr1enu$¢ whi
_aq. mg help, m&i'\!k:v %IJ'&ATW ety , T W WM

l don't think you were stupid at all not finding the boak
it 1s so easy to get mixed on wh&t it looks like, you are getting
me all excited about it. Can hardly wait until my birthday!

You asked about the Indians = :eaflng English, 411 the young
ones learn it in schocl and some can't speak Stoney ° well, but the
old Inddans didn't all go to school and have never PHdllv learned
though they understand a little. There was a lot of sickness when
the white people first came, small pox I think,and most of the
Indians Pete's age died off, there are a good many real old gnes
and plenty of younger ones but some ages there are very Fewr\—

Iots of love, and glad you are getting out more.

Cmﬁw ,




It is beginning to ldok like New England
snowing when we woke this morning and has snowed all day,

4 inches and warm s0 I think it is melting a bit too. We
gaying that fresh snow takes the old snow away but it is

believe,though we notice the big piles of snow seem to be settling.

We have had robins for a week or ten days, we have

ha
not seen any but others have and cthis morning about &€ A.M.,Pete
heard the geese honking, the first time

inother funeral, there seems to have been a lot
of people we kmow auite well who have died, some old but this
man younger than we are, he was evidently very deppondent and
hasn't been well for quite a long time, his wife works in the
store and went home Thursday and found him dead, she has had
rather sad life in many ways so just hope from now on thing
much bettern

¥What do you mean by thinking we are too old to
shovel snow ? Do you realize that I am just as young now as you
were when we first went to Seal Harbor and the first great war
astarted! In other words yol had only stopped riding a bycycle from
Salem to Gunnoﬁ@h few years before. Anyway we don't shovel very
hard or fast and if you take it slowly it isn't so hard to do.

It usunally is the ge ﬁTﬁ?@ﬂﬁirﬂVE never shoveled at all and just
suddenly go at i Jhﬁafgh 3 a game of tennis would be far harder
for me to do th&v\suavel a little snow.

We had quite a busy we& and someone for tea every

day but yesterday, in fact @ood Friday was the only day that no one

has dropped 1n to see us, scmetimes on a hdliday it is like that.
fonday Mr Lonsdale, Tuesday the Indiang and Wednesday Eldon Walls
( who looks after our business things j with Ken Teare who waed
do Pete's Income Tax and who we haven't seen for ages came for
and to see the pictures, That morning we had seen Norman Luxton
the street and he asked if we would like to take the indian |
to Wax as they were sprin" ¢cleaning the museum, S0 we went
over before lunch to get them and now we have them here

and take colored pictures of them. Ve also saw the Vallances
same afternoon on business.

,:-l‘
O D et

Thursday Pete did a couple of them while I got the
kitchen, hall and bathroom Bicors washed. Pete Tasker the game
warden who Fete is helping to paint, pame for about an hour. He
and Joan have been to Graét Falls on a vacation and he bought a
newdg sketch box. Then the Ken Fords who we haven't seen since last
fall came for tea. He was an engineer on the road construction and
she one of the Atkin girls in Banff, they lived here until moved

m




to Edmonton recently. He was very interesting telling about his
work with the Harbors and Rivers. They are the on@s moving Aklavik W?
'ﬁ&%& the MacKenzie River as it was slowly sinking as the perma frost

ﬂELtEd below the land.They¢ dredge rivers, build piers etec. He
said you could really feel the " throb " of the north, there i
so much developing. He spoke of the Pine Lake developemént, th
blggest yet, and we haven't even heard of it, am not sure that is
the name., 1t was mice to have them come,

15
e

iesterday In spite of Good Friday being a holiday I thought

I would try some stuff called Kédeen Floor for taking the old wax
off the kitchen floor, It gets think where one wailksx doesn't
walk and the linoleum looks dull. This stuff you mix with water,
a nice smell, heat to steaming dén the stove, then spread a little
over & square feet of area with steel wool. wait a minute, rub a
little and wipe off, It comes off so eaEi1? the only trouble was
that I kept having to change the water often, but it was good
exercise hopping up and down. I would have done better hadw® not
gone to the staion and the mail and met the Tex Woods from Invermmee
g was out at Skoki cocking in the early days, and we talked to
for & long time, but after lunch I managed to finish the
4 o'clock and then this moraing put on stuff called“Stride
something new to try, only I don t think it is as good

Gloss Glow Coat. But for a time the floor looks like
and we have had it nearly 20 yvears.

It is snowing harder than ever just now and rather
Doesn't hurt us but do feel sorry for the ranchers @ith
coming at this season, just hope it isn't like this in

Am returning a couple of letters, found them last
I took them east and forgot to leave them with vou then.

Don't you think the last Arizona Hiphways about Monument
Valley the most interesting copy for a long time ? I bave read it
all, Now I think that would be & really ﬁrt“TﬁEL:ﬂr place to go in
Arlzona, the scenery is wonderful &nd the Navajos,and away from too

nany peocple,

lime to go to the funeral, we were opkt taking flowers to
Klma Mills & neighbor who is pertly paralysed, and Cis Ward
vaw Rita Crick a ‘minute, She is the one who Just had her eye
operated on for cataract. byf Dr Marshall, the same one rng
Pete's and we keep golng as it sort of encourages her#
known hner a long time but never saw as much of her as
she worked in the Government,

L1
>
'!"'Ell"‘l '!"
L

Loads of love

Qm
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Banff,Alta,
A I_'..I'I!‘j 1l 4 . 1356 .

Dearest Mother,

I was going to write you a long letter to-
night but just after we had finished the dishes ¥r Scott our
neighbor came in to chat, and there wasn't any way I could
get going on a letter, so did some mending instead. He is
such a dear old gentleman, not really old but about 75 and he
nasn t been well, had x-rays inthe hospital a week ago and they
haven't got the full results yet as thevy send them away to be
read when it has to do with inards. His wife died two years ago
but he lives en in the bottom half of the old house Just aboee
us and is so good about keeping an eye on our house. He does
all his own work, wabBBes and cooks and seemsf auite happy.

Ye went to Calgary yesterday, I guess I am getting
old for lately I have noticed my eyes don't focus just as
quickly as they used to, and if I read all evening they aren't
as quick next morning, Em As the last time they were checked was
the year I came out in 1224, by Bob Cheney 1 thought perhaps I
should have them tested,;so Pat Costigan eecommended a specialist
he knows 1n Calgary. and the appointment was for Z.30 Tuesday.
They couldn't get one eariler amd as it took Pete over an hour
when he had his done a few years ago we thought perhaps I would-
n't make the bus before five 50 we drove down and it always is
quite an expedition.

It was a fairly nice day and warm, 50 in Calgary
and no snow on the road after we left Banff, even saw.a blue-
bird going and coming near Canmore, might have been the same one
it was in the same part.

I

Left later than usual so as not to make it such
a long day, but did a few things heeeg first, shopping and the
bank and post office ete. put up a lunch and tea and of f we
went, having lunch before we reacked Cochrane. ihought we should
go and seef Pete's Aunt Maggie firbt even if it was after one
a5 we hadn't seen her dince September, found her looking auite
well and a real family gathering as the grandaughter and two
little girls were up from Lethbridge and another lady there too.
Had & nice wvisit with them all, then down to the very center of
Calgary to the new Parkade. A wonderful 4 story buidding with
ramps for parking cars. It was built By the Hudson's Bay Co.
and has a glassed in walk above the street from the car place
to the store, but anyone can park there for 15¢ an hour or less
and for as long as you want by paying more. All very easy, you
go in off the street and as you cross a line a ticket pops out
of a vending machine which you take, and then you just drive on
up a ramp which winds around and has generous parking places on
elther side, easy to drive in or back out of without help and
you go on round and get on the ramp down to get out. But if it
is stormy you don't have to worry 48 you are under cover all the
way into the store and can even have your parcels sent out to




a place you can pick them up on the way out with the car,
fie were guite impressed.

Anyway we decided even if it was early to
there was a chance to gEt see the doctor before ), Pete
went to have his glasses adjusted at the Optical Cﬂ. i :
basement of the Medical Arts Bldg. while I went to DrGorrell's
office upstairs. The nurse was very nice and saild I might as
well wait, so I waited, the lady next to me had drops put tF
to dilate her pupils a couple of times, 3L= the hefo
me but in the en& I went in before she “1x @“mﬁﬁiﬁ\%ga nunr
went across,ﬂan to get some n'otr“'nch f 1ings, Must have been
quarter of & when he left, The actual Lnst1rﬂ toc gbout 5 or 10
minutes, tney have new ﬁachlnes you Just look tﬂrnu.“ while the
doctor manipulates lenses and at the same time throws the letters
on & screen to focus on. took so little time I could hardly
believe it., He wrote out a prescription and I went on down to
the man who fitted Pete's trifocals so well. Had to wait about
15 minutes there and spent anntuer 15 with hig. He zaid auite =
few people come and say they aren t satisfied with the
examination tne uactor gave them, he was too ouick. So Mr
Humphreys asks " aren't your H1usses satisfactory ""0h yes they
are allright but I don't think the doctor ruve me & thorough
enough test." They seem sort of disappointed not realizding that
with the new things to look with it must have speeded things up
ten times. I was back at the car by 3.45 but Pete was the one
who took longer. We were home before dark so it was a good tripj
Evidently all I need is a little correction for close work, not
glasses to wear all the time.

4
wl
".-

us

Eldon Walls was in that evening and yesterday we had Pete
Tasker at noon and Verne in the afternocon. It was a funny day
for it snowed hard one time and bright sun the next Today it
looks a bit wintrv, no bare ground showing, an 1nch of fresh
snow and about 20, It was warm yesterday but not enough sun to
melt things. We dateé & of the Indddn paintings and have them all
ready but want to take color pictures outdoors before taking them
back, feel the color is more accurate outsiuc, but have to wait
for a day the roof etc. isn't dripping. The Indian boy may come
up to-day we don't know.

ceeing that you have scolded me about sending Air Mail.
In Canada our postage for ordinary first class mail is o¢, same
to the states, but in Canada all first class mail goes by air
where it can ann ic guicker, However letters to you go to the
states and there by train east taking 4 days. If I put on just
2¢ more they g0 by Air east in the statps. aﬂn seems to me 5¢ a
week or maybe 6¢ isn't too extravagant to answer your auestions
quicker by 2 or 3 days. But if you prefer after this will send
letters ordinary mall ¥ill send this by Air as it will be 3
days since I wrote.

And now to scold yau; ”hf Lathe' hﬂLFﬁﬂlpﬁni”E the attic
again. There are lots of am sure Russ
and Kitty would, but not one or two at a t:me. it would be far
easler for all of us if when it comes time to look things over
we can do it all at once in a week or two perhaps. After all it




took you but 4 days to clean out Grandpas house and look how
guick they were in deciding about the things at the Agges, not
8 thing had to be sold. In a few "eﬂrs Gale and Busty may be
married and that will change th ideas in wanting things. It

1s guite NWF-}-_,.' tﬂu'L what wouldn t interest them now would be Just
what they would like in 5 or 10 years. Even the screens which are
lovely and shouldn't be disposed uf, If we take anything now we
have to pay duty on it all but if things are left to one in a
will there is no duty whatever. So just don't go up to the 3rd.
flcor anda then you won't see things to troubls you.

Pete!s mother always thought that none of the family
were interested in her belongings but last year when she died
and the things were divéded it was surprising how each one seemed
to find a place. The furniture came in so handy rgv the grand-
children's new homes and evan thesoricm-brag aTﬂ inen wi
all wanted by someone. vt Wa M 18&» E}USJ

bon't you be discouraged, just because you don't want
things doesn't mean that the rest of us don't

Had such a nice letter from Eleanor Johnson after I
wrote so will%end it to you to read.

Heaps of love and hope your snow is going fast.
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Banff,Albarta.

sun.April 8,1

Dearest Mother,

Just a very hurried letter to-day, Lynnie and
Jonnie are both here and Fete is busy developing a film and soon
we are golng up to the Morants house to check the melting snow,
it is a lovely day, warm and sunny, well,40 sbove anyway and
it seems warm, Our trouble is what melts in the day freezes at
night.

Your Air Mail reached us yesterday and we did
feel 5o sorry to hear about Er Sohler, I had no idea he was
nedrly B0 though maybe we did speak of it last fall, It will
hard for Mrs Cohler for they did so much together but am
she has so many friends like &rg French and the Chambers ete.
Ags soon a5 I get a chance will write but we have had rather a
hectic time létely, especially the last couple of days.

Your letter written and mailed the 4th of April
came to-da¥, the Air ¥ail mailed lhups. #pril 5th ime yesterday
oat, the Tth, so 1t really does take half the time, by air.

i r2
: S _ e Tgum,\.\u&mufq
Am glad the book reached you, unnv-you should

have 1t for us, we would still like it as we hadn't time to read

it before sending it to you and think the Painters would like 1t.
The part about Gordon Belfridge I thought Cousin Bert would be
interested in, khﬂwjng them, and 1 really think Cousin 'wt**f

would be very interested. Maj LE she too is a litftle like

\ru voun; have loved to have lived in a Qnﬁxﬁ,, she ““u‘f !
handl P% src -it TUCP ﬂ ﬁ G:bu&AHﬁk

“l‘i“‘*“"“"’ s
fJe rauld rahJ‘" love Lo paad Kercelials letters
from Washington and I promise to send them right hac>. That kind
of letter I am pretiy good about “etu4n*"r and we have enjoyed
able Browns, another came to-day but haven't had a chance to
read it yet, Will read it to Pete and then return it, he finds

he can read Just so much if he is using his eyes for other things.

Friday we were pretty busy. The Joe Kingmans ¢
came about 9.50 A.M, and we &sked them to bring her son and Mother
to tea about &, they were coming up from Calgary on the morning
train and all going back on the late trein to-gether and the
Kingmans had been skiing at Temple. Then I cleaned the livin
romm A5 last time we had company noticed a lot of dust on t-
main table anu decided it was time I dusted & bit. When we had
the Blood Donors Clinic which we thought was at r but it didn't
start until 2.50 which made it a 1ittle hurried for us, However
we managed to each give oWy pint, have the cup ef coffee and rush
ruwe in time for the Kingmans, 212 gave blood this time which is

uite a lot for a town this size of just over 2500 I guess

We were busy showing the Kingkans the Indiar







Banff,~lberta

Wed. April 11,1956.

Dearest Mother,
Pete has gone to the dentist, annual check up and
I am starting some stew so thought it a good uninterrupted chance
to write you. We have had so many people lately from all over that
peen extra nice and so wWe

I am all mixed wup, &alsoc the Efa her has I
have been outside more, \la Gowd WVhy 9*"‘1 P8 WL Bwee. B

Friday was the afternoon we went to the Blood donors
and then the Kingmans from Minneapolis came to tea with her mother
from Calgary and little boy. The Sowdons dropped in too and I gave
them left over tea while Pete was showing cothers the pletures up
stairs inthe studio, they wanted to tell me about their winter in
Honolulu. and after they left Dr Wilmot came to ask 1f he counld
hring his son down, He was 30 years in west China teaching and son
just returned from a4 year or more in Indonesia. All a bit confusing.
e went up to the Wards that night.

Saturday the usual cleaning and shopping for the
weekend and the Wilmoks came in the afternoon, it was dull and not
too nice so a good thing for them to do. "ith them was a Dr Phelps,
sone of the famous Dr Phelps of Yale, and this one had been in
China many years and now in Berkeley ,California. He was most
interested in painting and everything “hinese and they were all such
keen pecplg, Mrs Wilmot being a teacher too. After a while Dr
Wilmot wﬁﬁfback for his son, daughter~in-law and grandson. the

latter 1% and had & bold so they let him sleep as long as possible.
The young Wilmoks had been in Indoneséa, mostly Jave working on his
thesis and now are going to Newfoundland, he to be a Prof. of
Sociology in the Univ.there, After two hours of talking we were a
pit tired.

Sunday was & lovely spring day and we spent most of
the morning copying the Indian spintings which we have here to
wax. We took th utside hoping to get better coclor, Fete took a
couple of shots h Ektachrome, then I took 2 and one Kodacolor,
we had a real system. but much carrying in and out of paintings &
cameras, Took ns until lunch time and we took more in the direct
sunlight after lunch. Jonny came over and we sat in the sun for
half an hour, Then Lynnie arrived with some drawings and after
gingerale etc. we drove up by the Morants and took L. home. lhen
after an early supper we tried developing the roll of color that
Pete took. It was guite exclting for it is the first one we have
done. The temperatures have to be Just right of the various mixtures.
Especlally the first one. It has to be exactly 75 degrees and can't
vary more than half a degree in either direction. One keeps them the
right temperature bm putting the solutions in a tray of water Just
right. First Pete had to mix all the atuff at about 80 degrees.

There were six different solutions and the water
for washing had to be right too, &all between 735 and 77 degrees.
Then he loaded the film in the dark, the rest could be done in




light luckily. Only mistake was the 2nd. solution which was in
the pan of water but he had an electric light on near it and the
heat from that raised the temperature several degrees but by the
time we realized it it was too late to do anything. You put it
in one for 10 minutes, then wash for one minute, then in some-
thing else & and another 5 and th npxt 8 and so it goes, takes
50 minutes once you start and we ren't stop to pesk to see
what was happening. luckily the Morants told us the color would-
n't show until it was dry so we had to wait until next morning

to know, but it came out allright. Nog we arg waitinp to Q?ﬂ“dre
it with the ones done nrcfeqslonallyc§h auu£§ uﬁuuzﬂuf%q

Monday was a very busy afternoon. Petc had to patéh the
shed roof and Mr Lonsdale came at 3 for an hour and tea and then
we were just golng out when Mary Lee and Penny Warren came after
shtool, so took them with us. Saw Rita for 15 minutes and did
an errand and were back after 5 expecting Penny's motherio pick
her up. ©he and the husband came. Pete was back on the roof so
he sort of waltched Pete but she came in and though at first I
didnst offer her anything after standing in the hall and talking
she seemd to want to visit so I said to come in and he came too
and we thought they would never go. It was six when they left.
They are irish and looking after a place for anothery Irishman.
Then I mounted the colored slides all evening, so we could look
at them in the projector.

Tue

Tuesday, yesterday I wrote Mrs Sohier and anotherletter
cut that was all I had time for before we went nut dnd in the

_1§l%rru§nsit m sa lovely, we decided tg go ug to EE ;ﬁujs

&nﬁ&m

wmag’m
Cﬁbquavu ANSML Pﬂﬁ}&

S0 —QLWJ} O'«-':‘ Wk




Banff,Alberta.

Bei.Aprilld,1856.

Leapest Mother,

What weather you are having and what a lot of
snow. I think we are better off having our snow at Christmas
and now it has been the most beautiful week of sunny weather
The last two afternoons I have been outside without even a
sweater on and have guite & bit of a sunburn, Have been polishing
the brass and copper which I usually leave until the end of the
spring cleaning, but now have it all done. A good outdoors job.
Hate to stay in when it is so sunny and bright. Ve also have
patched the roof with real good patches, I helped fete do tﬂat

BT &

and his afternoon Steam Watt came and fixed the valleys.

were E gu[le Enc:ri‘ holes in the metal which he .veldnd]%\m &Jkﬂu.gf
%ﬂ utPﬂﬂ{Ur Bob Watt is his real name ) is a good

friend. the son of the plumber and a good plumber too. He enjoyed 1t

on the roof with the sun &nd balmy air, then we had coffee and

talked photography, he is very interested in all the experiments

that Fete likes to make with old cameras and lenses, and in the

end went home and vame back with a copper tube he made up to the

dimensions Pete pave him. The right =ize was the same as the inside

cardboard tube of a roll of toile} paper which umusbﬂ oteam, off

he went with the roll to measure by. Said he couldn't have slept until

he found out whether he could make the right thing Pete wanted!

ot often you get the plumber to make the parts for the camera,

Verne too has been helping adapt different size films to other

cameras, he does very nice woodwork,

What a time you have all had with the snow and
the Daniels Wedding must have been auite a worry for them and
then Russ and Htity givipg a nice spring party and too much snow
for the majority to make it to Concord. What a lot of people
must have been sbtuck. Guess we are really lucky, but then we can
have a blizzard in May aduite easily. With such a lovely April
I wouldn't be surprised if May was real cold and snowy. We
still have a lot of snow, it was so firmly packed it melts slower
than fresh snow. and there were drifts as well as piles but we
ﬂdVE a number of patches of bare ground and you can see it is

onde randr iy
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Dearest Mother,

Banff,Alberta.

Mon.April 16,1256

Your nice letter of the 12th came to-day with the

nice ones of

how much

Hercelia's to read. What a
she was able to do and see.

for her and
we saw the

fine vacatlion
I remember when

Peacock room of Whistlers, the National Gallery wasn't built in

those days, and when we were at the Snithsonian news came of
Codlidge's death. She seemed to enjoy all the beauty more

fres,
than most.

fou ask about the deer, the dogg here seldom chase
them, either they are so used to them they don t bother or else
the ones who have chased them inghe past are efther chained up or

shot by the Game wardens, for naturally in a bNational Park it

iz

against the law to chagse the wild animals, though of course they

are still allowed to chase the people !

11 Pogs are no longer

allowed to run lose and must be on a leach ete, but sometimes they
do get out. There is a fine if caught, $£10, and can be quite

thelr ground when chased by
thesr

expensive. The deer here stand
dogs and have a way of striking
feet, but imagine your deer are

Must have been fun
lot of damage to gardens, in fact
without having a fance. They love
thing to the ground, Larkspur and
things they don't touch, but they
columbine,

back very quigﬁl& wd th
smallerd e Wi ’

1ittle
front

to watch them but they can do s

you can't raise but certain flowebs
tulips and Just nip off the whole
monkshood and nemesia are a few
will eat the poppies and love

You should be getting wonderful weather pretty soon

if what we have had goes east. We

had over a week of the lovelilest

spring days, yesterday , Sunday was so warm and sunny but to-day
though 34 to start out with was overcast and sopn it started to

rain,

then huge snowflakes and back to rain all afterncon. the first

steady rain since last fall. It was so dark we couldn't paint.

-

think 1 wrote that I had sent the

I am just as ' mivxed as you are about the books, T

n o

book " True Remembrances e

think that is the name of the British Architects book about bullding

houses

w2

it was

for Churchill and Selfridge Gastle etc.) Then you wrote that
funny wou had the book to send us. Maybe you wrote the wrong

title, so then I said that was allright,for we hadn't read it before

gsending it to you. Reason I sent it to you was because I

thought

the Newburys would enjoy reading it before going to England on

account of the Eelfridge part. Think that the

Manierres wonld enjoy

it as Sam visited the Selfridges when he went to London years ago
I think. At least he looked them up.




It doesn't really matter about the Japanese screens for I
don't know if they could be cleaned. think it must have been
the gas and soot at Grandpas that got them so dirty. They say
here with the Natural gas that the pilot light going all the time
on the stoves and the open flame in time makes a soot over the
kitchen. We have gas heat in the furnace but not for coocking.
Think you did well to find people to give them too, like Kitty's
friend and David Little,

About the books, any ones on Canada that we have sent I would
be interested in having sometime. Just write their title & authors.

We don't take the New Yorker any more.

I should think Mrs Sohier would be very lost without Mr Sohier,
they did so much to-gether, but I don't think he could have gotten
on hardly at all without her, Leuky she has so many good friends.

fie were sorry to hear that George foss is no better and had to
go to a nursing home, but perhaps if there are other congenial
: 1 " 1. 3 i
people there it won't be too lonely, for I don't suppose many
people dropped In to see him at home.

Just found your letter about the books. You wrote you were
looking over old books ( I wish you could 1ist some of the ones
you are giving away for there are quite a number I would like in
the various rooms, never thought you were disposing of them or
would have written in the ones we would like in case you got one

of those clearing up moods. Guess it is too late now .)

In this letter you wrote " yesterday came the charming book
True Remembrances from you and I had one all ready to go to you."
and I bok it you mean't the same book, now I realize it must have
been " Never a Dull moment " which came the other day.

The clipping about the Seagram collection of pictures was
last year, maybe the year before, we didngt get down but it must
have been rather interesting to see, guite an idea,

Had a letter from Tibby Browne who is the wife of George
Browne, song of Belmore Brosme who painted the background of the
bear group at the Science Museum and died soon after of Cancer.
They lived in Banff, still come back in summer to the mountains.
But the younger Brownes are now living in Connecticut in the
Berkshires, che wrote that Geroge has had a very successful winter,
sold everything he has painted and his prices have gone up and
he can't keep up with his commissions, fde paints mostly birds,
like ducks and geese with landscapes I hink. It is good to know
that his woérk is in such demand for he is a good painter. they
will be back here in June.

Your letters have been wonderful and we are so glad that
you are feeling better and able to do more and are in demand at
the bridge club, Am sure you don't make many mistakes and after
all it is the pleasure of playing to gether that counts.

Bed time =so all for now, Lots of loveg
Just had a mosguito bite me on the arm, or start to and yesterday

i 0 8 el M ANk
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Dearest Mother,

Just a hurried note to-night. Should have written
yesterday but though it was a dull day, cold and damp with a ngrth
east wind I didn't get much chance, ir fact we have had quite a
few dropping in lately.

To-morrow the Wewburys will be leaving on the big
trip, wish we were around to see them off and have a look at Cousin
ﬂert'f secredt pockets. a good idea just the same, Well I just hope
they have wonderful weather everywheref. When does Gale come home 9

_ §# 111 return Mercelial's letiers, saved them for Pete
to read. We both enjoyed them.

Friday night Nellie MacKenzie with Patsy came down
to show us their color =lides and Bubby with a friend came later.
think I told you this. Then Saturday we were busy &s usual, had
quite a few people to see and then it was that evening Dr MacKenzie
came to tell us that Jackie was in the hospital and very ill, he was
afraid he might not live that night,but he was allright and better
since, but still can see no one. He hasn't been well all winter,

a very troublesome situation and we dongt know how it will tnon out.
Rather worrying and it is hard to settle down to doing anything,
Pete is working on an Indian Camp and I have decided to start the
housecleaning, for one can be interrupted in that and be glad.

iesterday morning was dull, did my hair ete. then
when we went for the mail just ran up to the Wards as we hadn't
seen cam for over a week, seems the afternoon before when we went
up he had been looking for us down here,so we missed each other
Were there until 3.30 and Just as we got home Dr and Nellie Mac-
Kenzie dropped in,so we made tea and they were still here when Sid
worts the Bank Mapager and his wife came to bring a painting they
had borrowed back. They stayed until 5 O'clock , so we had a busy
afternoon, Then in the evening about 7.30 4r Scott came down and
he was talking to Pete when Barbara and Jon arrived, Harold following
soon after. I think they were sort of worried about Yackie and the
whole situation too but with Mr Scott here we just talked about
general things. It was nearly 10 when they all left.

Then to-day we felt a bit weary after so many callers.
some don't tire you but last night we had to help make converstaion
as we all had other %hings on our minds. Fo-day Pete apainted a bit
and I dusted sort of half heartedly, Mr Lonsdale came as usual about
& this afternoon with his paintings and we had tea, were just
finishing when Rita Crick and Webby, another lone lady. arrived,
so made tea for them too and as they were leaving after & Sam came
by, had a look agt a crack in the basement and it was almost € when
he went. S0 you see we have been fairly busy.

Lsads W

C kot




Banff ,Alberta.

=

Thurs.April 26,1856

Dearest Mother,

Just a hurried letter as 1 have to go to the
dentist for him to finish up and clean my teeth in an hour. Pete
hadn't any holes so he is all through.

We are having a return of wintry weather, but
luckily are on the epdge of it, Is 25" above this afternocon, wa
just 15'in Calgary and in Edmonton 4Yabove, Saskatoon gero. It
broke records for this time of year, they have light snow or
snow flurries but so far we have been missed, but feels very
cold in the wind.

e S

Haven't done much that is interesting but yes-
terday was busy. Sam was down for a short time in the morning
then Aileen Harmon just as we finished lunch for a book for us
to see. Pete went to the dentist and Uncle Jack Campbell and his
son Kenneth were down, while they were here ¥erne came with a
sketch box he was fixing for Pete Tasker, and then Ules LaCasse
for a fossil of his he left here, then Pete was back. The Campbells
left before three and I cut the dead larkspur there was no time to
do before we had winter last fall, then we were just going out
when Mr Scott came to borrow clippers and Mrs Arthmn Colebrook
from B.C. to tell us she would be in Banff this coming week. §
in all 1 think. We finally went out to take aféw black and whites
for Pete to try a new developing tank, it was a lovely afternocon
but' ecold,
Your letter came about the 12th of
I think you were real smart to go and watch and then
a children's party with baloonsg as well, no wonder you were tired
but even if you did feel cross the next day, Wasn't it worth it
to see those pretty girls with so little on and the floats’ I
can't remember that they used to have parades on the 19th. only
on the big celebrations like the £50th or something, otherwise it
was Memorial Day they paraded, but they did wsed to have balloons
and a ball game and wasn't there a band concert when I was real
little, I do remember it was the first day of spring one wore thei
new straw hat wtth the wreath of flowers and the dark blue spring
coat with the ssilor collar.

It is nice for you to have Mrs Sohier over for
meals, I bet you both eat better for heing to-gether. Remember
how Mrs Cole next to Aunt Julie used to nave a teacher®ive with
her each year, that might be an idea and if they could get some
one to get the evening meal for them all it would be company for
irs Sohler and not any extra work. It is guite a house and place
to keep upvﬁ.@/\)_l.




The other day I was speaking to a Mrs Harmon who's humband
died about 10 or more years ago. They used to go somewhere every
year and she still does for about 5 menths in the winter, has been
to Honolulu, Barbados, fouth Africa ete. but she says it is so
hard to find the right kind of person to E0 with, either thnx don'
enjoy what she does or something. She was in ILa Jolla ;,California
this winter for 3 months, Said there people are talking of what
they will do in their old age. Several religious groupse like
the Presbyterians and I have forgotten the others, have bought up
big hotgls or apartment houses and are making them into sort of
homes . where even couples can live, have maybe two rooms and
place to cook with bath, but also a cemtral ¢ dining room and
reu1cd1 care if needed., there are other schemes where people pay
up to £30,000, to get in for the rest of their lives, whether thﬂ”
live one "pa“ or 30, I guess with the pPoblem of getting help an
when yEuyLE don t want the care of 4 pouse or grounds and mavbe
are alone , it Is a good idea. They are not places like institidtio.ns
but where pecple like Aunt Julie, or Mrs Loring, or Mr Cabot could
have gone,

(=]

In Calgary they are building a little settlement for elderly
people, single and couples to live right next the General hospital,
Some club is raising the funds and I think now that ones 1”fu
expectancy is getting longer there will be more and more. places for
elderly cypelpx people to make their homes. Ldike the 0ld ladies home
in Concord Dn$} couples and each with a tiny suite instead of Just
a bedroom. They wouldn't feel lonel y for there are so many others
in the same boat, Cousin Harriet would have loved a place like that,.
It would be nice if they had one in Concord, maybe you could think
up a good idea. Would have been better trdn tws big Catholic shhool,
I often thought a lot of little places like the modern motels would
be a good idea, should be within walking ﬁistance of the town and
library and cnurches etc.

s

musical festival to send you

Better wash up to go nufr tDﬁﬁ Have some clipping of the
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Banff,Alberta.

cun. April 23,1 356 .

Dearest Mother,

We are having what might be : i a touch of
wihter." Has been bold all week in the Ewenties and thirties and
snow flurries and a cold north wind, Calgary has had it even colder
and more snow. lesterday we had an inch or maybe two which melted
during the day, but in Calgary they had 6 inches and 8 in some places.
I nad an ldea we would get a spell of cold weather for that nice
sunny wannspe*1 was really quite long and very nice for April,
says on the weather forecast, More snow W to- morree [ § inches in
Calgary and roads very bad. Lucky we went down twice when we did for
it was lovely then. If it turned nice we might go to Lowley for
a few days.

Seems ages since I wrote, not much going on. Jackle

is getting ofi fine so will probably be out of the hospital in a
short time. We had a busy afternocon yvesterday, a lot of ddd things
it seemed. Up to see the MacKenzies, They are goling away for a week
as Duncan had an extra lot to do last week withlyPat Costigan in
Edmonton at & Surgeons convention or meeting, They had just dound a
deflar 1little bird that had flowin intc their garage and maybe into a
wall for it was dead. It was a Ruby crowned kinglet I think for we
took it to the Museum with the stuffed birds, but theirs hadn't such
a lovely bright verilian touch on Bt's head. It was yellowish green
on it's breast. A dear little bird, I had never seen cne before,
We then drove up to See Sam about the foundation of the corner store
where they are putting in a new cement didewalk, iHe said he would be
down later. Then to Beckers Bungalows to see if they knew when Asta
Hauge was arriving for we had a letter saying she was leaving Norway
to-day, the 29th. at 4 and arrive in Calgary May 1lst. at 10,30 A.M.
Halkes Horway seem guite near. Then home and an Indian to see if we
could take him to the station with his stuff he had bought and
collected, so Pete told him to be here about 5. Then Sam to say he
had looked at the foundation and we had coffee to-gether, then to

a5 B\ Dwﬁthe station to see Bunny McGivern go through on the C&r}ad_ianE she

o ondcomes from Vancouver Island, has spent winters here and was in

W Ltnolulu with Pearl, then back to have Dr Riley and Charlies come
as well as the lpdian for whom I had mage sandwiches, se they all
had tea to-gether and much talk, then we got the Indlan, “Yood Stoney
down to the train. Jon was over in the evening. and fearl had been
over in the merning.

The Newburys will arrive in EBrance to-morrow,
they have had good weather on the trip across, we will keep thir
ing of them in each place, sort of fun, We just had a card from
the Links who evidently returned on the same boatamd it was posted
in New York on the 23rd.and the Newbury's sal#ed on the 25th. 1
think. Says it is the Largest and Most {uwur’ s ship ever puilt
in America and he worlds fastest.T a 0 Howue T'*ﬂ s

Will send this along and hope to write of something more
interesting next time, Mtk listening to an houts program on =t lLawrance

loads of love, Cﬁm .




e

Dearest Mother,

This 1s fust a short note as I ther
disorganized and have several other letters I should be writing.
Wonder did I write Sunday, It was a miseranle f da We
thought we would have #irs Colebrook for tea, but found she hadn't
come to Banff for her visit as yet so called up Dorie Blow who has
just lost her hasband. We have so mapy friends this year who b
lost husbands, like Mrs Sohlier, Mrs Dan #cCowan, Mrs Jack

i ‘another, all of them people who lived close togethe
Chgebrook too. Doris 410' is younger, about ocut age
~*t9“q one still in School, ©hewas very glad to come 4
1ly seemed to enjoy it. Funny part was that we discovered
sister married a boy who used to come skiing at ohkoki E(
ago and thrv live in Tofino and jJust lave
Force. I think Sunday if it is dismal is

¥

That night Barbarsand Jonny came over aulte
Pete was doing something in the dark room and then about 9,3
when they would have been going home, Edmee Moore came, She n
been here for months and always comes late as thelr houser are =o

different from most pecple. Charlie goes back to the drug store after

a late dinner ano she is used to going to bed at midnight or later,
so 9 or 9.50 seems early. Barbbra and Jonny went home beforeten but
it was after 11 mnen Edmee went. We had been up before 7 so were s

bit weary and not much pep next morning. Started b clean our big bed

room & went over tomn, Verne was down and we did a number of odd
That evening we listened to the C.B.C.Symphony ﬁoncart which Murray
Adaskin, (an old friend who used to be at the Banff §;
head of the music lep't, at the Univ, of Saskaech otﬂr )
They played two of his compositions, then part of Mi
something or other and then a short one of Murrays-.
concert and he seemed to eonduct with geeat feeling,
modern but we enjoyed it especlially knowing Marray
that would have gone to a showing of slides of
gave, but we did want to record Murray s music
Yesterday was one of those days.
coat on a blg bookcoase upstalirs and one downstairs
year, msted the books all ready and washed both
working on ¢ > the funeral paint \ E
over the Income T Season &

=t out of i

see us which we considered ouite

hother him vtely about business
chance to talk. Then we Just
mail, Were just finishing our
wife Arnmie Beaver arrived from

and later drove them up to see the new

They told us rather an
young Indians have been working on the
the resart&, part of the irans-Canada,




t]'.r- Toad

1

TUCK (_..Fl\.
having f“ﬂkj1
it,

nis way

each other
o

and having
and puess .
uhiiﬂt near;y an hour &nd watched and f
ught he might as well try it, and up he went
rll and passed them all., It really is a shame

their money 1nto cars like that for the dealers in Calgary
load all the old second hand cars on the Indians-and they
and awful lot on repairs =Exet ever after,

e were Just home again when the Vallances arrived. Not bt stay
but they did come in and Syd was very interssted i L xperiments
Pete has been making .1t“ the cameras, They
gn hour. Then I got t;t ole b c&sﬂf done.
to wash the
tlow coat the booke 25 between t“n
and five Mg -?ff Patsy MacKenzi
Permmy and G i 8. They were sori
SO We had g Ef-' e and toast and much
what they are 1 going to do this summer
and Mary Lee and Lona so we took Patsy and Gloria
quite a day and was glad to read the paper and
last hight.

north east wind. Ourmeco Front" that

blew in t lays ago | ver blown out and Jjust stays stuck here.
Haven't even gott - saves raked up yet. but the river is open.

Didn't mean to write so much, Hope
though seems to me last letter from you was

i

deaps of love,

Clmkiﬂabw;ua




Dearest Mother,

Am writing this while a prize fight iz going on
over the radio, Pete i1s listening iIn preference to some awfully
modern and monotonous music from the Edinburgh Festival, a sawing
violin, I turned the fight on, buf gocdness knows how 1t will
effect this letter |

What fun it is to think of the Newburys, they
have already"seen” Paris, must be on the sleeping car to Nice,
almost there, Do hope the weather is better than here. How is
it in Concord 7 We had a lovely sunny day yesterday and a promise
of more seasonable weather, still & cold wind from the nmorth but
the san so warm it felt nice. “o-day back to overcast and still
the wind in the wrong direction. They are blaming it on a dis-
turbance from VYregon. Haven't had it warm enough to even rake the
layn, it was too wet that previous hot spell.

Ules has been here cubttiing out £ Y We
have to do a few each year as the bovernment object. But it does
give more light in certdin places and the other tre get more
chance to branch out. actually you would hardly know any had gone.

fell them just where he means to and takes all the branches
cuts the tree in lengthfand to-day hauled the branches away.

&

Ules is so quick and neat. They are great tall trees but he g%n

liave had a lot of compsny lately, mostly business
but not entirely, But rather a mixture. Tom Aaguits came this noon
as we were washing up our dinner dishes. ¥Hast time we gave him a
dollar for his lunch over town and then discovered he had eaten it
garly at the Mt Hoyal with Pearl Moore, so this time when he said
he was golng for over town to get his dinner, we didn't bite, fe
added that he always eats at 1.30 now, finds it agrees with him better
and his supper at 7.%0. Rather stylish hours we thought. However he
did ask me if I had an aspirin for his throat was sore, s0 I got him
that and a glass of water. He is quite an Indian,

We also had Peter Tasker the game warden with s
sketch he nad made, his first attempt and it was really very good,
think he shows promise, he draws well and nice color and feeling.

Before 1 forget, we had the notice about the new
opening show at the Art Centre in Concord. One show I would really
like to see. Eliot O'Hara's water colors of the Canddian Rockies.
I think he was here last year but we didn't know about it, Po
tell us what they are like and the Chinese ones too. Kaybe you
will 1like one well enough to make a purchase.

When does Gale come home ? Maybe she is waiting
for Claire to get married. Haven't heard any Buttrick news for ages.




It is now Saturday morning and another dull day, says sunny
and warm to-morrow but it was snowing when we woke up, is 40 and
nelting but a few flakes coming doen and misty looking. should
be nice soon, One would think it a good chance to get things done
indoors but somehow one hasn t much ambition this kind of weakher
and so far haven't made any headway. Of coume we have had a lot
of interruptions. and for the next week or two expect ouite a bit
of talk and decieions about the store. lLooks as if Jackie would
have to let the business go, is in debt to so many firms for
mershandice they are all beginning to press him. No one wants to
buy & business in debt. Put it is up to him to decide not us. He
has been in the hospital two weeks and Pat Costigan says is better
now that he has seen him for years, but we are afraid this problem
may set him back again, It is all their own fault for the way they
have done things so not much any of us can do but wait until they
decide what is best to do. Eldon who looks after all our things
is Just through the Income Tax season(as we call it} and is going
away until Thursday and we won't do a thing without him.

Better go ¢ w f ne weekend shopping, have done
the weekly dusting et I 2 15 working on one of the Indian Camps.
Sard for him to dash off j es with these other things coming
up, Jjust hope it gets settled before summer.

Heaps of love,

ColBommne




Banff,Alberta.
oun,uay 6,
Dearest Mother,

Will just start a letter as Jonny is here and he
and Pete are reading, one on either side of me, but right now neither
are talking but aguite often Jonny will read something outloud and
it is apt to interrupt my train of thought conszﬂcﬂa“lv especially
at night. However I will do the best I can.

It has been a lovely spring day at last. Started out
overcast and dull but I noticed a bit of blue sky out the bathroom
window and it sort of spread right across the sky. for a long time
was clear on the north side of the house and all clﬁudv on the south,
but gradually cleared all over and the sun lovely and warm, We went
e#t to finish a roll of film and try out some lens that Pete 1s
adapting for Syd Vallance. There was no wind and all the sounds f t
the village came up to us ko clearly, the car#¥llion was being |1
at the English ehurc;, a hymn and sounded really nice, childrens
piping volces pleying and other sounds of a Sunday morning. Then
while Pete developed the film I started raking. We have the lawn at
the front side ang back done, so it will have a chance to grow now
the leaves are . In one pl&ce it was all 1cp under the deep Tea"ﬂq

Luckily no one came to-day so it was a good hange to t=2id
often oge Jus prts and «-E -mve callers., w & m“i’ U

nau gay yesterday. It was snowing inthe morning
but turned to a ﬂri?zle 1ate r and the inch of snow soon melted. Ve
often have snow in the spring like that. Just a fine snow, or a few
£lakes and maybe an inch or two on the ground in the morning, but it
soon melts as a rule. We haven't had but once any real raln since we
came back last fall., We too have had a north wind for the last two
weeks, even to-day it was west only a short time and hen turned round
again,

The Newburys are in Nice to-day, hope it was as lovely
there. Sort of fun lollﬂﬁlﬂp where they are. 1 thDuF 1t that such a
real nice letter from Cousin Alma, so sincere, and this is a fine one
from Gil too., They must be trying to raise g lnt of money, wonderful
to get such large contributions. Did you say they were to add on to
the hospital?

Did I tell you that Edith sent us the photograplis of
her family, must write and than ¥k her. They are really good. T have
so many I should wite but never seem to get started. Now to-night it
is after nine. Jonny has gone with Tuppy the dog and we are heading for
bed S00T
chan't worry about you, now that you are back winning
at the brid e club, who said you weren't as bright as ever at the game,
Why don't you start an extra group and play twice a week. Not a h}t
group But Jjust one tavle of bridge, seeing that you Chjﬂ" 1t so mu
Doesn't Eleanor Johnson and Marian tudson "ilmott and Charlotte play
a lot to-gether, but of course Charlotte is at the library duddng the
day.
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Banff,Alta.
Sat,May 12,1288
Dearest Hother

We have first one day nice, then.a couple of days with
rain or snow squals, but we have been lucky, think it was yesterday it
snowed within a 50 mlle radius of Calgary and last week they had a
reghakrolizzard in Pincher Creek and €owley, in the paper said 18 %m
inches to £ feet of snow in some places, ¥Ye are just hoping the CampbelX
are allright. for this is calving time and they have cuite a time.

Iry to keep the cows about to calve in the corral for tbher wice they
are apt to lose the calf. It is a real worry in this kind of weather.
Right now it is hailing hard outside.

Your letter yesterday with the two from the Newburys.
It must have been great fun with so many to see them off and a real
experience for Bill and Sam too. It xnﬂ ded lots of fun.Could just
see them in Ratis, so glad they had a nice day and the flowering shrub
all out. must have been real spring in Paris. the loveliest time of
year. lhey will be in Home this weekend. Yo send us all their latterg
for we love to read them. and can return the ones ygu Wuri bagk. Let
the othséfgreuﬁ them first if you like.thwoord é&i&a, JAEHAA
ac;)hi -

N Seems as if I hadn't really written you all week, as
usual we were quite busy. Monday we took the day off and a lunch and
drove up to Lake Louise, It was a perfect day and some lovely clouds
but not enough to make it hard taking pictures. Pete wanted to try
scme 34¥% 43 color pictures to see what luck we had developing them
in a new tank we just got. We went to ILake Louise First, tock 3, of
courge there wasn 't much color put blue, Then to Wapta and the
KickNOrse where they are blasting out a new road going down to the
Yohos It is really terrific what they do. The road is only open
at certain hours. lhen we went up the Jasper highway for 16 miles &
found the first ten in good shape the next 6 not bad and with snow
on the ground it looked very nice and none of the scars of building.
It is a wide road with good shoulders so ¥ou can now park a car on
the =ide anywh&re for photographs and there will be a 24 foot paved
part I guess. The whole road is 44 feet I think. Seems wide and it
is cleared back on either side 80 you get great sweeping views, not
as lovely as some parts of the old road with the trees on either side,
but with so much traffic and some fast drivers and others who would
pull up right behind yca&aiting for a thagch stretch to pass, this
new road will be much better and siﬁrrr safer and one can see the
mountains much better and in time it too urll grow pretiy .

It was a lovely day for us and we were out 8 hours,
“e found later that a whole lot of Indians were here and waited for
us quite a long time. Barbara saw them and gave them a® old bed and
Verne was down when they were here too., That evening Jimmy Simpson
was over and we had a lﬁﬂF talk & nice visit. They are hoping that
they have a good summer am the last 2 years the roadbuilding has made
it hard for them.




This weklk we harm raked a lot of lawn, got the ke boxes fitted
intc the new Jeep, Verne coming one afternoon and a morning. I have
cleaned the old littl bedroom and the front one, so we moved the
bed and are sleeping in the front one again. a lot of moving things

bout. ¥Not too much company. Had it been nice we would have started

packing the camping things in, but no use going anywhere this kind
of weather, It is mot unusual for May and the good days make up for
the poor ones.

The Indians are cutting the right of way for the new road from
Calgary to .Banff and so Frank Kagquits who took the painting lessons
is working on that. He may be able to go to the summer school this
year so that would give him a lot of experience, It is not natural
for the Plains Indians to paint or draw, I expect because they were
really momads and moved round too much, porcupine quill work was
about all they did in the way of decoration. In New Mexico and

hrisnna 1heru they lived in Pueblos and in one place for generations

they d sand palnting and decorated caves etc. or river banks
and'walls and so developed more of a sense of deawing.

We have been out for an hour, taking some tulips to Cis Ward and
asta, it is the only time they have a lot in Banff, the weekend of
jother's day. Joch had lovely ones sent Irom the coast, all Faah;i

and gayxe each persop shopping there,6, which was rather nice
I am stupid ‘this afternoon, must be the weather, it bas been

0y WA n -
snowing but veltang as it falls, the most miserable looking day,
should -start and answer letters but feel too stupid to do that.

Thanks again for the lNewburys lettersz, what fun they had
New York. the skating must have been amusing to watch at
Center, and Cousin Bert was so amusing abouf.the meney,

qiismm &:ﬂr}&pmrecintc nis difficulties.soOmdl Yot 1O “NL0A

What a large family Mrs Cochrane has, I remember a4 lett
her one summer that you sent us to read, Bull of gamd grand
oy the way, what do you hear from Gale ? When 18 she coming home or
is she to stay over all summer. Does she still write those wonderfu
letters?

1
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Alamet time to get supper.
Heaps of love,
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Banff,Alta.
ihurs . May 10,
Dearest Mother,

This will bef very hurried, I was so concerned oyer
first news of Cousin Jane having an operation forgot all about this
letter from Mabel Browne, have had it two days only. Mildred
after the operation so just hope all goes well and the
see more later on,.

We are having another lovely spell of
between spring cleaning in the morning and raking in
it keeps me busy. Yesterday FPete wanted to try some color

the canoes and boat house, there were a few clouds and took endless

patience to wait for sun onthe subject. Then we 1mhde£.marﬁ film &

I made up a sandwich and soup and we went out to watch the men
working with the pig yellowrredIan& blue bulldozers hoping to get some
good color in those, but they weren't working where we could geé them
in the sun. It was most interesting to wateh however.

Now Verne is nere fitting the bozes into this new Jeep
md after I mail this and do some glo=-coating upstairs will get to
my raking.

Will maybe write to-night a better letter,

" 5 L ! AT b .
Would love one copy of Japan Day buw Day if you have

Heaps of love,

P.S. Newburys are in Naples. = Quu M-E&
Na .m.g)wsi W o «mmmk




of those short hurried lsetters
lovely an't bear to stay in and th

raking to be done,
LBenry Kingman and
decided to stay here until af
ete,

three nice letters from you, with the one from Nice of
Cousin Almas, they are in Florence to-day. It is nice that Russ and
Kitty could go up to Port Hope for the celebrations, hope they
run into the awful storms from the middle west. I bet you are having
the two weeks of wold weather we had previously and

get the lovely spring weatherbf this last week,
dad guite a day on Sunday, did odd thine

then after lunch went up to take Gdlored pictures of

only Duncan and Nellie and the two girls were home so

we got back Larrie Simpson was here, (young

the Jam they got into about one of the apartments, a

Larrie she was to have it and bldon had already told

While she was still here some lndians arrived. They are cleari

road right of way near the park gate so are camped at Canmore

them tea, then had supper ourselves and Mr Scott arrived for

a visit. But we wanted to develope the color film that night

. ] T - el \-\‘\-\. a*l 1
didn't stay long. Takes about ; hours, by the time fou get all

-

chemicals and water to the right temperature and it is 1% hours

the film itself. They came out very well.




wire bunday saying that a Mr & Mrs Reynolds of Lisbon
Portuagal were arriving Monday on the Canadian and would we look
them up, friends of the Panets in Montreal. We also had Herrill
Cruikshank coming through from the west, He is the one who has been

in ¥iji for about € years and now going to kustralia, So I spent the

A,m, tidying the house. Mr Lonsdale came with his sketches at 2, we met

=3

the Heynolds at & and Merrilé& at 4, then to the hotel to pick mp the

Reynclds and bring them here for tea and a dive until about 7

caw all sorts of ducks and some animals.Arranged for them to come around

yesterday morning after they had been to the museum. We were busy

t
sorting out things for the Jeep so by 11 ready to take them for another

drive. Left them for their lunch and did a few things ourselves and

picked them up again for another short tour until train time. They wers
an unusually nice couple.She an American from Spokane and he Portupuese
by his looks. educated at Oxford and they have a cork farm or

called. Have to be back for the " cork strip" in June. It happens

ten years.

After they left we had to look for Eldon ete. and he same around

supper. else I might have written last night.

The desk in the picture is in the kitchen between th
windows, I use it mostly at night so the light isn't too
was Just trying ocut a lens.

Ihe book you mentiomed I can't guite remember but maybe you
better save it for us or send it back sometime. " and all ¥our Beauty"
is the title you said. What were thek authors last anamms 2

beems to me you are winning quite a lot

dust write a ouple of other letters and the

of love,

1

!
L e amAang




Banff,Alberta.

Fri.May 18,1356,

Dearest Hother,

I am not doing at all wekl -in writing you this week,
expect because the weather has been so nice since last 8unday, real
summer and over 70 yesterday and to-day, we have long evenings at this
time of year so it is very tempting to go out for a drive when the
color is nice. 1t was the cold last Saturday night &hat must have
cleared the air and just hope it lasts until over this weekend for
it is Bmpire Day ¥onday, used to be the 24th of May when we celebrated
Queen Victoria's birthday but now they just call it Empire Day and
have 1t the first monday befifeethe 24th. so as to make a long weekend
for people in the spring.

We haven't done a great deal this week. Had the peocple
from Lisbon Pobttugal Monday afterncon and Tuesday morning, then we
half expected a man from Calgary on business but didn't see him, Eldon
did and came round to tell us about it that evening. Then Wednesday
Pete tried to staet painting again to finish up an Indian Camp he has
promised but it 1s often hard to get going once you have stopped for
a while. I had letters to catch up on and in the afternoon Hita came
over and I made tea and never did the raking I meant to.

Yesterday, Thursday was warm, real hot and I raked a
good twe hours, Oh I remember, Wednesday afternoon Sam dropped in and
then Dan MacDonald who came to see if Pete would fix a sigh for his
wife, Mrs Oakander. ©he i3 the most wonderful person, hearty and so
good hearted and Fete was real pleased to think she thought he was the
only one who could fix it. So we promised to go there Thursday and see
about it, lhat mean't getting cleaned up a bit which we did and quite
a visit with her, Then we came back loaded down with good Scotch Scones
that she makes better than anyone, for omr supper.

_ Today we have been busy with all sorts of things and

I guess being outside makes me sleepy, for 1 didy some more raking,
this afterncon. One thing that happened, very sad, was a little
squirrel which must have fallen out of a tree when Jjumping from one
branch to another and killed itself, Was while I was raking for I never
heard a thing, no dogs to scare it or mappies, but when I went up to
dump & load in the wheelbarrow I nearly ran over it. It was lying on
it's back with it's feet spread out as if flying and one leg sort of
kicked once, but otherwise it was still. and by the time I returned it
was dead, Never realized they had acecidents like that.

| Little Cliffy, aged &, Bev and young Cliff's boy, was

| awfully cunning, they have a snow fence round their lawn to keep him

| in and it was near where 1 dumped the lea¥es, When I came along he
jumped up and down very much exeited, calling " Pete Cat, Pete Cat?

Lto try and tell his mother it was me.*He 1s getting to the very cunning
age.




A nice letter from you to-day, about the ride with Miss Barrett,
I think the first heat of summer makes anyone feel tired, The way
am to-night, would much rather sit down and read than write letter
but it is Su d to be B0 to—morrow so I will want to be out ra
again, I f 8 as good exercise as golf and seems a good L:’r
to do as w#ﬁl. &e could get a man to do 1t but I enjoy finddng the
little trees that are coming up. spruce that have seeded themselves.

I would love to have one of Sunny BGoles books,
wo kids who e would like them. If you wanted to,

to Timmy Campbé2d , 7C — Ranch, Cowley, H
love to read and alch writes a good letter.

longstreth and 1 k would write you.

I had thought of sending

i

311 some money for the Hospital

(
Drive and then you wrqte they had done so well and I hadn't gotter

round %o it , 50 didn t. Now w

i1l send it to him even if it is late
Guess the Hewburys aré in Venice

Had a short letter from Dorothy
Amsterdam,. We call it over the north
ha che said it was"sun and daylight
kK at 4,30 A M, their time, midnight ours.
juickly the time has gone."(Uon't know how many hour
wrote " England looked lovely but Canada was tTﬂlJ
snow,." Must have been guite an experience!l

I owe Francés a letter so will s

Hope Russ and P
boat at Niagara ! ﬂ‘ls 1 t fall on the way wonder
too. It was really great fun.

.ogds of love and expect by now the garden is starting

Bl

C W ormiiie




P o B P T
Banff,2lbherta,

Sun May- 20, 1856

Dearest Mother,

We are £il1l having good weather, can hardly belleve
it and each day we firure it ds about ready to blow up a storm and
it doesn't or hasn't so far. ihis is the first long weekend holiday
of the season. fmpire 8ay, and Banff Is just jammed with cars and
people, boats onthe riVPP and summer just all of a sudden, don't
think to-morrow can be as busy.

Just got yvour nioce letter written after the bridge
party. lon 't wonder you were a bit frightened when you woke to find
your arm with no feeling. I often have my hand go to sleep and wake
to find 1t numb but it socon comes back. the way I lie on it
think. and guess you must have sort of paralised a nerve for a ti
and being older it took longer to come back. Nice that Hamne knew
what to do for it, Seems to he your writing afterwards was just as
good as any lady of 90 .oddl

Isn't that wonderful news about Cousin Jane,
been hoping to hear how EHECES&FHI the operation was for she
afraid that the retina might be too badly damaged for her to
mach moTe, but with the Catdrﬂct removed the doctor can also
condition QP the retina behind. But of course she can't tell
much she will see until it is time for her to have glasses.
hope it all continues to improve.

I will send you & letter that just came from Cousin
Bert, it isz & bit like one to you but more about th- Eﬁnd- Can Jjust
imagine how he enjoyed the various things one could have d all
included., 1 guess they don_t realize that ordinary mail takes a long
time walting for a mall boat etec. better to write A“ fail., To-day
they will be on ILake Maggiore.

We haven't done much that is exciting, had a little
trouble with a back tooth and yesterday morging when i went to ask
about it the dentist thought I had better have it ont. so much of
it was filling anyway and when he filled it he thought it might not
work and might trouble me, So he just sald to wait and did it in
between patients. Seems to me it is far simpler to have done than
a filling. He froze it first, then went away and one of the firls
came and talked a bit, he was zoon back and it didn#8t take a Jiffy.

He Jjust gave it a little twist and a pull and it was out, told me
to bite on some cotton stuff, undid the bid and gway I went, Had
driven home before I had to spit. However I didn 't do the cleaning
as usual on caturdays. Pete was painting and 1 read a little then
we went for the weekly shopping. In the afternoon oyd Vallance came
about & camera and later we wehh up to their house and had tea and
it was very pleasant sitting outdoors. Pretty hot in the sun so the
shade felt good. Started watering lawns last night and Verne came
to get some larkspur and poppy . plants after supper and we ¥ook him
out to see the work on the Toad.




bit and started to weed the garden
Scott was over and bhen Mrs Simpson, we
;nﬁ lots of Efeu”T wh'.x he W eating
"ir'r‘" & _.'J-If."[':?f‘ on avn and guessed
¥a ‘anurw _came over t
.,r.t(}:-. .;sff ....J_.:r
rlﬂﬂSﬂﬂTE sister .Aun o] := 11
daughter who used to be & s cewardess on the planes
England, oScotland and and the Barbados, She
born and brought up iﬂ he Barbadoes and they are no
Calgary. He 15 a lawyer and this was the first time
He has a most interesting accent I thought. They wers
and looked at everything.

Now it is time to mail this, looks a
cuts our grass came and offered to do the res ! ¢
I have written letters instead of doing that to-day, but EO
out and finish the flower plots, and put more water ] 55 ver:
Ary.

To-morrow is another hdéliday and Tuesday we have business to
attend to, but hope to maybe go out this week. Howe it could
storm and be rainy for a =spell.

Loads of love,

Shorows -




the lovellest weather since

Sunday, like the midd f summer. In the T0's every
sun even hotter, O are coming out, the Aspen
the balm of gileads :ust .udding. so it is ElL feath
spring. The gress very greem in spots for a pgood dea
of winter &1119& but will come back we hope. It has
we have spent little time indoors.

ga
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looking
still
50 lov

This won't be a long letter as Verne is coming w
we hope a new bathroom door to put on. One of those doors that
supposed to arrive each day and hasn't, he is telephoning about

I was going to write you yesterday and then Pete got

the

urge t

clean t"e shed. He doesn't get 1t very often so } eppnurnrp# 5

I could, It is a handy shed and so cptcr when
coming Pete will take the things that look messy Jr
back door, old bits of wood, pipe or electric thA?[f
plumber has been here, old magazines and papers etc
them in the shed out of sight, but as the only time
sort the stuff ocut is either early spring before b

=
mosguitos, or late fall before it is too cold, we
it

it done. uiﬂt‘t last year at all wi late spring
in the fall, lhere was a terrific lot of boxes { you
fit incluclng boxes of il

got started Sam Ward came along having lost his
to it in the sun nT’ sort screws and bolts ete
we do what 1s worth keeping. "e packed :
in boxes and rual.y had quite a good

gutzide, it got -uite hot and we

nost of it done., Then tu-4h?

on extra trucks for""clean uptweek and t
dump.lihey no*'t let L“ burp, anythipg, and

sort of stuff very wel fﬁ nua&mmf‘hcuj
QAN N0gq Y

guite a Jnt of gompany this 1PL”_
Jack Campbell came n'in the morning
the day before we had Eveyln Noble and
the same time Jonny and Brian Becker came
father asked if a Llorohto Man could come and see
ne was from the Toronto ttar ( a weekly mapazine

L1

aft

and

and

pletures for the Audubon Society e He was a photog

C.A.F. and he thought Pete would enjoy talking %o

came about 8 and HMr PDqu left him wih us, Some how

person is very nice but invaribly
know most everything, He was intere
Adrforce, but never asked a thing
them, or flowers which he L d Mr 1
he was at least a month EdP for.
the house or .a uzctult Or dtythir
talked a little and in a way it
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> I98Rehopnby
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hings from Pete!s mothers house.
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Dearest Hother,

We went over to the Luxtons store and got ti
voples for you, Norman was real ‘pleased to think you had enjoyed read-
ing about the place. I went to the Museum first but no one was there
but an English lady and gentleman, she spoke to me and asked if 1 didn't
think it was one of the most interesting museums I'd ever seen and wasn't
1t so beantifully kept. It is well done.

Such & busy weekend, we rather ex;ertnd the Cruikshanks
up from Calgary and sure enough Lhrr came oaturday afternoon, there was
a Shriners convention ong at the hotel and a HaT*&f,}D e were all over
town to see it, then met them and Pearl and “dmee so they came dgwn
for tea, there was a church food sale too so had good cake etc., Tearl
took them to supper, then we met them after and all piled in the Jeep
end went to see the new road and evening light. Next morning vunday we
picked Merril up at 9 and drove nim to Lake Louise leaving Elaine at
Pearls, got back in time to get dinner at one when FPearl brought &iaine
and Edmee came bringineg a pie for desert. We had Just steak and
asparagus grown in Lethbridge. I had washed it before we started for
Lounise. Then the iwo sisters and a friend of Ele¢aines came and picked
up at 3 and away they all went back to Calgary.

Merril has been the head Medical officer in Fiji for
all the British possesions in the Pacific, covers a large territory.
We knew him first in Nawsau where he married Elaine who went down each
winter. He was in the R.C.A.F.during the war and then out to the
Pacific. He is now retired but has a new Job as head of I think
called the " World Health Urganization for the Western Paecifie
the United Nations. really carrying on much the eame work as bef
only on a different basis. They fly to Vancouver and Japan this
spend 2 weeks there, on to Hongkong, then &5 months in Manilla where
will find out how the Americans work their end of the organization
that part and then Australia for two years. They want us to come out
and he would try and combine &an inspection trip to some of tl
with the trip we would make, iz sure we would like £iji for painting etcec.
It was wonderful to see them and of course not half time enough for all
we wanted to talk about. It was a beautiful day and derril had never
seen Lake Loulse, the ice was still on the lake but going at the erdge.

We were a bit weary after so much going on as it was all
rather intense, Now we are trying © get the Jeep J‘cked up as the
weather is still lovely, might rain anytime now. There is a children's
Indian Rodeo at Cardston in the south of the p?@vEECH daturday and if
nice weather we might go, not far from the Campbells. Thought we would
head for them and spend a few days there i£ it is nlce. I willl try to
write from the ranch, might be more time, |

So all for now. Heaps of love,
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Banff,Alberta.

Wed .June 6,10858

1 1 on in writing to
wanted to have some hing to mai ; s afterncon
we are Jjust wai 1 now for a Mr: ley from
coting for tea,

We came back yesterday from Cowley ant
for a late supper and then this morning slept in and there was
guite a bit to see to, always is, lots of mail includineg some
lovely letters from you, It is a 250 mile drive and the wind
was terriply strong yesterday and lots of dust blowing from the
newly plowed and sown fields, 70 mile an hour gusts which 1lifts
most things.

It was & lovely visit and nice change for us,
we didn't do much sketching for it was very hot and the first
few days smoky, then we went to the Hodeo thing near Cardston
wasn't as full of Indian color as we had hopedn mostly young
Indian boys and girls taking part and the events were fine
off well but we saw more interesting old characte on the

of Cardston the night before than at the rodeo, it was very

The Campbells were glad to see us back and especially
children, Gragy and El were off in the littlel Jeep trying to
some cowgs with calfs from one field up to the raneh. The kids
rounded up all but nine earlier in the day and then they had to

seperate the yearlings from the mothers and calves and drive them up
ento the hill in one direction, then the Mothers wi calves in the
other, a lot to do and the animals can be honoray (. if that is how i
is spelt ) Sunday they take the day off if possible, Gray

to copy & story he had written to send to a magazine, but

to milk cnvs and do other things, help operate on a pig

in the afternoon and that took until 4 O'cloek. so PE*Le

until 2 in the morning to finish the story. Ve 11;

dinner, cooked in the elesctric oven thing vou gave

Was delicions.

That afternocon I went with &1 and Dane and Ian up on

to a hillside to get rock plants: for her iittla rock garden, also to
see if there was water near some willows., We just started when we found
& chickens outside the wire run, so that to k some time
but we had a lovely afternoon and such [ 3
larkspur short but such an intense bla i forgetmenot
LML SPUrT 10TC DU Such &an i1ndiense olu I 1OorFetmenctTs.,
rock on the open hillside where there may be & tiny spring
little ferns, and there was quite a lot of water near the

, L kY 5] . . . - -
We all tried to witch for water but not much luck. The view from the
top of the hill was Just lovely, all the rofickies to the west and he

various ranches and fields making auite a pattern.

e Ll




The next day we tried to get some photographs

neighbor seeding with a team of 4 horses, he said .t

last time he uses them as they are 20 years old now,

uncommon Sight these days. The skies were very drama

thunder storms coming up but alsoc hard to get enough

evening Gray took us to a Chinese resteraunt iw Cﬁwiey

Chinese supper. It was awfully go

it.GGray had to po into the mountai

yvearlings to leave them on the

was Btill seeding when the rest x _ (S

them , Fartly o save the 3 days and 3 ly to help Mrs C

her ?u%Dﬂnﬁ is in qoﬂ;ftaL with Cancer and she has & children.

eldest boy 16 helps her by driving one of the trucks, she does

bit uf everything, even hauls coal. they have to shovel out the
ons from the box c4n" at 40¢ a t“h and then she delivers it for

£1.85 a ton, shoveling it out apain, “%ﬁ she has no ﬁnﬂa t“h“
Some people do have a hard time

Mo Srarmte D o), &wa Do oW %v\iﬁ\ﬂ‘u@\
E%QT ﬁ‘@’\ﬂf_

\mw

but she seemed very he e chepful,
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Dearest Mother,

Just
to q'lt.- oTm and ""‘:";.1"" :
of" the Queﬁtiun, ut ILL.L rfw
have the Blue 5&@&5 washing &and
painting and the new stove also
for we sawm it in the store this
better as a cook!

-'-."“,-i:l.t- E
syt summer, Wi
urys ? or
‘*l' same

1(‘.5-:.'-!-1.::- o

very

anxious
have en
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quiet &
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life. We had a
not Lo hnve

for hudlph
doing what they

coming .
his

wWere
well
time

you hadn't mentioned
C'" experiences here,
he first few months rlI"" !
and they did everyll 1r,
but then she has lois ©
king out or going to see
g down at their house
iet she has very Egood
ittle shop in the hotel
forth morning and
, but a person who doesn
winter Pearl closes herg
from Sept. until after Christmas
Honolulu or somelhere Warm. BOMmME
.for & month and then to her nous
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Grace MHather who
two girls golng ©
he and had hard time
e f.oﬂ thinking »rw
; only Mrs Sohier could
she could maybe help othe
would be & good
filly and @e, often les
doors. ®ven i# she had
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Dearest Mother,

I started a letter to you ; ]
never got beyond the first two paragraphs so will try to-day.
Pete is oult getting something fixed on the Jeep st ,L_.: EaauiﬁhTt
be any interruptions for a while.

My S50th.was a wery nice birthday., nothing too exciting
but a busy day, and thank you so much for the wonderful book on
Beatrix Potter, It is faecinatine and I shall certain '
with it. I Tead part of it once but not the whole
an interesting book and the illustraions so well T 1 1
have a real feeling for mice and other little animals. and drew an
sketched so well. Many thankk, I never knew ¥here was such a book.

The one about H n Ke er will be most interesting
too, she was here once for Indian Days and I think the Stonys took
inte the *ibe, about %“ YEETS AgC remember seeing her.

Also it was nice to have the little note to open
a letter came at noon. Am glad you &re trying to take things 57
and save up for the events vou really wart-to see, hope you don't get
too hot a summer. Why not enguire into one of those air conditioners?
Fut it Into just one room that you could sit in if very hot. lhey have
them to fit into a window and it sucks in the fresh air and cools it
a bit, you don't want it too different from the cutside temperature but
just enougﬂ to make it seem cooler. Ysu could even punt it in your bed
room so you would sleep better on hot nights. They don _t look badly
and anyway are worth it to feel better. All through the south west they
have them in the motels a“ﬁ “?Dﬂ t"e Cars arﬂ it has made all the

difference with people bel E Ve erg comfotably and work 1
summer . 080 BUnan » "l. S &L é:w,u,\ - .

The ﬂé‘-’-‘ St(}‘.* e iz cquite wonderfu hristened
Syd and Doris were here for tea on Tuesday ufterrﬁgr. frﬂ il
after lunch to hook it up &nd I had spent the morning cleani
oven of the old stove. Another new thing called"Easy Off" ¢ il
substance one mustn't let stay on ones hands, I used rubber ETOJﬂS.
You put it on with a rubber sponge appl¥ier and leave it 2 or & hours
or over night, I did it gust 2 hours, then simply wash it off with
warm water and all the stuf the oven comes off the enamel

llke magic, even off the metal tray # great boon to

Well the new stove is so fast we can \
it. I put the kettle on to boll and had Just gone into the fron
and sat down to talk when I could hear it starting to bolil, and
he same with everything. we have to watch not to get too much hes T
It has a elock and timer and goodness knows what. a light to cook mi
toc.and a large oven, I can back 8 pies at once, though goodness
one is too much for us. But of course you can do a whide meal if
want.




An evening.

been working

Ana O

80
- -
oue

OveTr oundas

caturday for
5 In Calgary

a few thin
on Wednesday

we have beer

all sorts of

and meet ISty
invited to the Sundance
things to do.

I know a lot of

nave rcez‘r..'-.\%a::
1
Ao Dovie,

Loads of love




a5 & expected company.

called
youngest
to K

cuprems

got in th
Bubby hac
and we all

g =8

Harold, I made coffee ab 4 and nave been nearly four
when Barbara came with a voung man looking f B ¥, 50 they le&t
and Barbara staved anc alked and then the MacDon s left and Barbara
Jon . and Harold sat on. ]

long afternoon.,

e nNad supper and nen
e hac planned to go to Cowley for i had
and Mr Scott came by, then Young feter, Lois anc
Gathle came, 50 though# they hadn't much time they
Jon and Harold appeared, followed by Bubby and ®arabara

(- by -
too and Hita Crick, in & with the dogs as well it

d £
again, They have jJjust gone and it is nearly nine now

see them and

Wwe will telepbone in the morning to see
but if we don't go to-morrow m ¥y not get
g« The Morants come Wednesday and we got

be here on Friday. It will all

between to re-organize a bit.

if this gets there
looking forward to meeting him and
and @¢rive up in the morning for it

B.00 P. M. our ti ne, nearly

Bedtime 50 will write when
is better, it really i:
1€ everything with her

family living near.

Leaps of love,




Dearest Mother,

Once more this probably won't be much
is has been a busy we . e 3eht y Cowley for over
ice letter from you came Just as we were leaving.
lunch most every day and the p r Gale gave for Housey,
the wedding was last Caturday ¢ his, hope it was & nice
hot.

lg-morrow we go to C algary and combine shopping witl

g busty, Hdﬁf& for a motel 8 miles west of Calgary and thought
we would spend the night there, for Itwi be abce mid-nigh
time and he should oe sleegy. e decideé he might as well
we do, instead of coming up to Banff next day o6n the train
drive and then he can decide whether he wants
night or go right up to Bow Lake, h
night at Bow and come baclt Sunday

Think I wrot ni“ﬁr d
nine for we had packed uj :

that morning, it iz not as temk

first cﬁuple of times, tnlpgs we take ouf of

on & chest in the back hall and then one ’UL““'T Iotrct as ﬁw”""
We went straight through to the ranch, only stopping in th

gas and Morris Lemire at the garage always telephones we

Gray mﬂs out taking the census and Ralph Pilling building

voTn ione and T“F kids ﬂt ec wol , but Eleanor was home

Ll S i& was rpcut day and clear after the rain. |
] #

~a1" i lTifr is building us a cabin. to
o UDUL. Hayoe 1 have tﬁ-r you already . That was one re 1 We
to get down to see 1t hefore he went too far. It is ‘ﬁft ng room i
a big window at either end, one for painting and the other for the
view. Will make it nicer in case the weather is bad or too hat or
windy, we can then stay 1ur*pr if we have a place of our own and not
feel we are in the way. He had the flowr laid out and the nh*ls ready
to go up. We had a look at it before supper and ¢ in the next morn-

Ls
ing before leaving at 10.30. Gray and ¥l went with us part way
the fields to show us what they have done and the ?é&lua )J1“1v
year. I do hope they have good crops, a farmer's life i1s so0 un
This year it has been so dry and no rain until a week ago. Th
who planted winter wheat last year lost it all wi winter |
have had to plow it up and re-seed, then the hay has started
out without goowing more than a few inches, wiw“rat some year
have 1t kmeww knee deep. it is very dry in parts. Lucl
just finished seeding last time we were down and then they
good rain and it was already showing, but so much
always the threat of hajl. He has 4 fiﬁlﬂﬁ 50 surely
be halled this year.




¥e left them at 11 A.M. and drove straight ?D:P.
for a hite,{hanbuvger and a milk sh efﬁjlr ulﬂLEE.J
place, and for gas in Calgary, Got to Banff atg ,]L and so
got bacon and eggs for supper and then decided t: have soul
gs it was so hot and humid and we were tired. We came back Lhat
=0 as ' to be here to meet the Morants who were coming Wednesday
noon from their Mexico and Peru trip. We had supper and went up
ir Scott's to get the paper etc. and for some reason dldn't stay
and just as we came back a Brewster taxl drove in. Nick and Willi
day early. We were so surprised, They had wired us but we had never
gotten the wire and 1t seems that Nick has a pass for wires C.l
he wired " Peter Whyte, Banff, will arrive Tuesdsay, ﬁur‘“ L;_L
or scmething like that, The Telegrapher here 1s named " Whyle"
when lNick saw himg later he said " I got your wire anc
soul " They had left off the "™ Peter " and the"Why
It was funny.

L

[uckily we hadn't eaten the bacon and eggs fof it came in very
handy and we made soup first and then the re g5t and there was even
encugh for them to take some bacon and eggs back for breakfast next
morning. Of course thcj had a lot to tell a;oﬂt their trip to fery
and Mexico and then we took them via a store to pick up some milk ete
and hen to their houec. g0 it was after ten when we got home. Quite

day for us as we had been up since 6.30 1 guess and driven the 250

2
miles and it had been hot and bumid. 87 in Calgary.

Yesterday we didn' t do a gbeat deal but Pete took the Jeep to
find a noise, "a brokkn bracket holding the muffler pbut it took until
nearly 11, I washed etc. Then we went up to the Morants as they
no license for thelr car, brought them dowtown a cook Pﬁ .
dinner. steak and ice cream with strawbekries etc, then pkéked
checked bagpgage etc. and it was 4.P.M. by the time we got home
we want to rest we usually drive out the west road ) see how
coming along, then no one can get hold of you, so sSupper w
bit late. Pearl Hoore dropped in while we were ing, 3 ]
she was here a lady from Washington called. Came back later with
school teachers, she is some distant relatjvc from New Brumewick and
was here 4 years ago anc rF“g" ered the paintings. We told her we had
to go out later so they didn t stay too lﬁﬂr. in fact went at 9, but
they were all so interested in everything we hadn't the heart not to
show them things, In fact the hour they were here they h r
down.

To-day we have been busy too, washing woolens and Pete
sketeh , Just laid in for a ulnﬁsw decorition, and then we
over town to see to. Verne iIs here fixing a little extra thing
the Jeep and we have Jjust had coffee.

I will be writing again soon, Do hope you have got cooler
is awfully hot for June.

Heaps of love,

C Xonae




€

Sun.June 24

Dearest Mother,

This has been rather a busy week, we just got back this
afterncon after taking husty to Bow Lake and now will concentrate on
getting letters 'rittch,fl Hope} )and some other things done. 1t was
fun having busty but after all the previous doing=s we were a little
weary and not too exciting. #nyway will start from the beginning and
tell you all about it. the easiest way for me to remember .

# week ago we had that busy Sunaay 'jth SO mueh epupany
from after noon dimner until late evening. The Eugh John Maclongdds
and daughter, Bubby and then Jon,Harold and Es arbara, and after supper
Young Peter hﬂjtc, Bis wife is and little girl, Cathie, and again Jon
Harold, Barbaza and Bubby. so we were tired that night and had to be
up early for the drive to Cowley. fhat took 7 hours on :o@ﬂuy. and a
late evening there, then up again at .30 and a drive back of another
250 miles, and that was the evening the Morants arrived unespectedly from
fery and Mdexico, we cooked them supper and talked untii taking them hone
at 10 P.M. A long day for us so we were a bitweary in the morrineg on
Wednesday,

"ﬁte took the car to be fixed ¥ednesday morning, standing
around for a cou ole of hours for otherwise theyv are apt to go to other
cars as they come in, and I washed etc. Then to the Morants and it ended
by their 001ir5 to noon dinner. lhink maybe we have had too many big
this week, for the easiest and quickest meal is steak, a vegetabla and
ice cream with strawberries. Then we tooklthem around to do errands and it
was 4 when we got home. fearl “gore came As we were finishing supper and
then the 4 ladies from Washington who called for over an hour. suite a
day after all.

Thursday I washed again and we went over town at ten to
see about things, Yerne was here in the afternoon to fix a 1little shelf
in the Jesp by the wheel where the radic could go but doesn't., Host
convenlient for holding gloves and maps etc, lThere is a compartment on the
right with a hdn”" ncly to hold a cup of tea if one eats 'H the car, and
now there is one fnr the driver too. Verne is wanderful fittine tnnnrﬁ.
We also saw Sam apout a fence at the back 01 therstore ete. and Pete made
a sketch for the Hotary Club to put inth& window of thelr exhibition of
paintings, just 1aid in roughly. Then Sam ca;c and asked us to go to
dinner with them at the new Timberline Hotel a cousin of “is Hards runs.,
e hadn't ““mﬂpu there before and it was Sam's birthday and he didn't want
Cis to go to the trouble of a big dinner, Bo up we went, were a bit tired
put dressed up and Sam said we would come home right after, of course we
di&th nad a big delicious dinner ( instead of our usual supper of soup
and salad ) and talked after-wards. The Vallances and Watdis were there
too and George Ball the new manager showed us the suites ete. which was
fun. Has a lovely view and the rooms on one side all have balconys, T
was ten when we got home.

Friday was the day we were to meet “msty at
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fe find Rusty has grown a lot amd
o jﬁv the school at Pobt Hope must have

oke of } e nad dropped in on you
. LL it was ﬂOOu for you to be teased a
h;n l R & Goose." He evidently enjoyed it, He
and teased me, told us he Cﬁlluﬂ't mdt mueh and
we expeclted, Evidently he likes to work J“H )
busy, doesn t 1like ecrowds, or c:t;as or
places., lUoesn t like too
talk abo religion and i
: Jjust growing

morning it was
bad a day. fe didn t urr out
s things all packed and we had his slee
mach fuss for he knew what to expect thi

We got to Bow Lake just at noon, the others were
all but young Jimmy who ate with us, The Simpsons were
him and Tom Henderson who woplks with the horses. arvvfhey
looking other man, Calude Miner, We all ate another b
took Busty and his bag over to the new bunk house 'uh“"
up-at the Corral, they are all so proud of it. It is an
he took down last winter in town back of George Nobles store, then
the logs and set it up near the spring whenekheX¥ creek starts. Tonm
benderson was washing disbedand the new 1 d,"Claude drying them when we
went dn., The building is divided into two {U?uS, the front part a kitchen,
pig stove, two cupboards for dishes and things and a big table, real
¢cozy sort of room, and then in back another room with 3 beds whene Tom,
Cladde and Rusty will sleep. Jimmy stays with Barri and the 2 1 in
another eabin. Tt is going to be good fun for sty to be with the other
men, 1hey will deo thelr own cocking too.

I noticed husty was eager to get started w
they had lots of woogd to get in. then there is @ i
wife from Johns Hopl(ns, Baltimore, there for Z& weeks, and they &
go on a fxweek 10 day pack trip I think, Dr Johnsonf is an orthone
surgeon and they were there 6 years ago. We met him for a minute,
fine sort so it will be fun if Rusty can go

L =
WIAAT
|

Von't think T told yvou about g Jbm tangling with a Moose

a week ago, still has his arm in a cast. Seems he was helping with the
bullding at the Corral and had just 1lifted a plank to put it of
the way, Jimmy was in the cabin and glanced see & bull moose
charge out of the woods, Bo one had heard it, He shouted Look Out
Dad" and Fim looked over the left shoulder, saw n hing an tu-'hﬁ to
the right just as the Moose hit him in the ! arri said Jim looked
so little compared to the Moose as We went dcwn, The Moose broke his
right arm but otherwise didn't hurt him. In fact we saw him nezt day
in Banff when he came in to have the bone set and a cast put dn t
was & clean break so Hay said,. Even when we zaw him he w:

and went with us to the hospital to see George Noble

He sure has lots of spunk.

edtime so better stop. We came back this alfternoon
to-morrow to get busy doing all sorts of things,
painting and 1 to catch up on letters
Heaps of love,
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Banff,Alberta.

Fri.June 29th.1956

Dearest Mother,

e had guite a day gevterdar and would have gone back
to Morley Fisf¥¥dsd¥ this afternoon but it looks too rainy, rained all
night and lots of fresh snow on the mountain tops.

George Kagquifts invited us to the Sun Dance he was
putting on this year, said to come about noon when they would put
the tree up. The ceremony we saw last year just as a thunder storm
hit and we left hurridly in case the road washed out.

By luck we got up at £8.30 yesterday morning,
a lovely day and we packed up in case we might want to spend
night too, left about nine and were there sowm after ten. The _
this year is on the other side of the valley on a big flat, about
5 miles west of Morley, a hillside just back of one side of the
circle of tents, a view of the distant range of rockies to the
They evidently mad already brought the tree in, a thunder storm w
appearing over the hill and I guess that may have spurred them on.
spyway we Jjust had time to go to the further side of the camp and
the cameras out and tripod set up for the one Pete ®anted to
and ready to take colored pictures.

The camp was set in the usual cirecle of tents, an
opening to the west and an even larger opening to the sast. one teenee
was set up west of where the Sun Dance lodge was to be erected. with
the door fading east. Zomeone calls to get the people to gather and
then while the tree was still lying on the ground, or the top liften
high enocugh to allow the various Indians to tie @r bits of onlared
ribbon oA- several yards of cloth. It is very gay and colorful in the
sun. Each Indian says a prayer before making &ast the cloth and then
stands back reverently. lom Kaguits came and told us his piece was the
vivid blue oneffluttering from the top, cost $2£.50, He evidently had
a vision of a bpig blue bird, an " experience " he called it. like our
bluebird but very large for it was in heaven. so that was the meaning

his blue cloth. They have long ropes in 4 directions and with some
drumming when the time comes they gradually ralise the tall tree towards
the east. It still had it's green branches, was a very high and straight
aspen. Tom also told us later he had warned them to get it up soon as
it might rain or storm if they didn't and the epest of the afternoon
there were thunder storms a2ll around but we had clear sky iaiikdha'

Once the tree was up and the cloth flying gaily in
np

the breege, and the hole well stamped in, they knocked off for the
heat of the day apd dinner, so we dr a littly way off and ate out
sandwiches, then canme back,when most of the hottest part of the day
was spent digging holes for the & 25 that go around to make the
lodge. each pole about 10 or 12 feet from the other in a circle, This
took a good deal of time, the ground is hard and rocky, then the
poles were brought and tna cross pieces. They used forked poles and

the cross pleces fitted nicely in the ¥ "Y s , after they were
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